
IN THIS ISSUE: 

CHILDREN 2 

YOUTH 3 

DISCIPLESHIP 3 

CALENDAR 6 

BIRTHDAY’S 7 

D e c e m b e r  
2 0 2 2  

Contact information for   
Pastor Matt: 

 
Cell phone number  

270-719-2389 
   

Email 
seelrev@gmail.com 

Waiting is the Greatest Part 
 
“The Lord isn’t slow to keep his promise, as some think of slowness, but he is patient to-
ward you, not wanting anyone to perish but all to change their hearts and lives. 

2 Peter 3:9 CEB 
 
In May 1981 Tom Petty and the Heartbreakers told us “The waiting is the hardest part….” 
There’s some truth to this. Waiting can be difficult. Yet, the anticipation of waiting, for me, 
has always been something I have enjoyed.  
 
I love the season of Advent because we enter this season of waiting. We wait for the cele-
bration of the birth of Christ as we also continue to await his return. For me, the waiting is 
the greatest part. The anticipation of the season of Advent is where I find joy. Christmas 
Eve is, for me, one of the greatest services of the year. Yet there is always a bit of sadness 
for me on Christmas Eve because the waiting is over, and our anticipation gives way to 
celebration. 
 
For now, however, I want to encourage us in the waiting. Peter seems to understand this 
when he tells us that God is not slow to keep his promises, but God will wait patiently until 
as many as possible may come to know him. There is a sense of joyful anticipation on 
God’s part as he waits for people to change their hearts and lives. The return of Jesus is 
something I long for, as we all do, but I long for it patiently…trusting God to fulfill his good 
purposes. 
 
We also find ourselves in a strange time of waiting as a denomination. We continue in this 
season of waiting and anticipation. For many, this has been difficult and stressful. Yet I 
want us to be encouraged. On Sunday, February 12 at 4pm we will have a Church Confer-
ence to vote on our future as a local church. All members of Christ UMC will be free to 
vote on the direction of our future. As we continue to wait until then, we will offer some 
opportunities to learn more and answer questions. We will also have ample opportunity to 
pray and seek God’s will. 
 

Regardless of how things shape up moving forward, may we be encouraged 
by Peter’s words about God’s patience. May we wait with the Lord on the 
birth of Christ, the return of Christ, and the decision we will make at Christ 
Church. May we seek to listen and hear from the Lord. May we allow the joy 
of this season to help us find joy in Christ. For many, the waiting is the hard-
est part. But as Christians, may our waiting with the Lord be the greatest 
part. 
 
God Bless and Happy Advent! Matt 

Upcoming Events 

• December 7—CWM Party 5pm 

• December 11—Choir Cantata 

• December 11—Children’s 
Christmas Play 4pm 

• December 18—Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast 7:30am 

• December 15—Trustees 6pm 

• December 19—Council 7pm 

• December 24—Christmas Eve 
Services  5:30p FLC & 11p 
Sancturary 

Matt’s Meanderings 
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The months just seem to speed by as we just finished up Thanksgiving and now, we prepare 
our hearts for the Christmas season.  I know everyone’s schedule gets filled up quickly dur-
ing December, but we want to extend an invitation to our church members to join us in a 
great afternoon.  Our Children’s Ministry Christmas Musical, “For The Glory Of The King” will 
be held on Sunday, Dec 11th at 4 pm in the sanctuary.  We invite ALL of our congregation to 
attend as we support our children as they bring us a message of the TRUE reason for the 
season. We have been working very hard the past few weeks and we are excited to perform 
it for everyone!  Immediately following the play, we invite all in attendance for a “finger 
food potluck” in the FLC.  It is a great time of fellowship and visiting! 
We have had a wonderful year in our Children’s ministry with so much support from our 
congregation!  I want to wish everyone a merry and blessed Christmas season as we all 
spend time with our loved ones and celebrate the birth of our King! Angie 

 

Called Church Conference 

Sunday 
February 12, 2023 

4pm 
 

More information to come. 

Christ Church Children’s Ministry Presents: 

“FOR THE GLORY OF THE KING” 

 

 

OUR CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS MUSICAL 

SUNDAY, NOV. 11TH, 4PM 

Children’s Ministry 
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Dear church:  
 
It is a joy and a wonder to see the people of God join together to care for our worship 
spaces so well. Thank you for coming to decorate our building! It was a warm and won-
derful evening to spend together. What we see as we worship impacts how we feel. As 
we worship together in the spaces that we have carefully and lovingly prepared, may 
we be reminded of the hope we have because of the child born in a manger, the family 
of God to which we belong, and the joyful expectation of our returning King.  
 
PS. Mark your calendars for January 8 when we take it all down. A special thank you to 
the Mizo Fellowship for their help! 

Melissa 

Worship, Bazaar, and leaves, oh my! The youth at Christ Church have had a packed 
month leading worship services on October 23rd, serving lunch at the Christ Women’s 
Ministry Christmas Bazaar on November 12th, and raking leaves for our congregation on 
November 19th.  Check out the Christ Church Youth Facebook page or Instagram ac-
count (christ_church_youthministry) for a video of our Rake N Run! 
 
It has also been a wonderful month of fellowship for our youth - from Kentucky basket-
ball watch parties, to fall festivals and bonfires, to “Friendsgiving” - the youth have en-
joyed multiple opportunities to connect and make memories with each other.  We are 
grateful for all of the ways we get to do life together! 
 
The youth have been studying the book of Daniel on Wednesday evenings in a series 
called “Fire and Faithfulness”, and recently began a study on the Armor of God for Sun-
day evenings.  We are digging deep and excited to learn about staying true to our faith 
and convictions in a world and culture that doesn’t acknowledge God. 

Nick 

Discipleship  Ministry 

Youth  Ministry 



Page 4 December 2022 

Christ Women’s Ministries Christmas gathering will be held on Wednesday, Nov. 7th, 
2022 from 5p-7p.  All women of the church are invited to attend.  Please bring your fa-
vorite Christmas finger food and a gift card from Kohls, Target, or Walmart.  
 
Thanks to everyone who contributed to our Bazaar through your prayers, bakery goods, 
crafts, working a shift, or cleaning up.  A special thanks to Nancy Pollock for organizing 
our Bazaar this year. 

Thank you for those who have already picked up Angels.  If you would like to participate 
and have not already,  “Angels” will be available for pick up on Nov. 4th.  Gifts should be 
returned to the church on or before Nov. 11th.   
 
Remember that each Angel represent a child of an incarcerated parent who would like to 
provide a gift for their child, but otherwise could not without your help.  Each gift includes 
a message about the Good News of Jesus. Gifts will be delivered between Nov. 11th and 
Christmas.  If this is something you would like to do, please contact Juanita Cox at 270-
779-5483 with any questions.   

Thank you for your partnership with 2022 Operation Christmas Child! Christ Church is 
celebrating the collection of 2481 shoeboxes! Whether you volunteered to receive shoe-
boxes for shipping, packed a shoebox for a child or prayed for this ministry--all of these 
efforts worked to spread the Good News and Great Joy of the Gospel. "Declare His glory 
among the nations!" Psalm 96.3  Thank you,  Amy 

Angel Tree Prison Ministry 

Christ Women’s Ministries 

Operation Christmas Child 



Page 5 Christ United Methodist  Church Visitor 

Just a reminder for those who volunteer for MEALS, we have a new location where we will 
prepare our meals and pick them up for delivery. We have moved our base of operations to 
First Baptist Church, which is located on the corner of Chestnut and 12th Avenue. We are 
excited about this new location, which we think will help us better serve our community. 
 
Our church assisted all the other churches involved in MEALS on Saturday, November 26, 
for the Thanksgiving holiday weekend. A big “thank you” to Bruce Allen for representing 
our church!  Our church’s next regularly scheduled day to participate is Saturday, December 
3. Fortunately, we have all of our volunteers in place, but we could always use substitutes 
for last-minute replacements.  
 
December is a very busy month for us. We also have a special Christmas box delivery 
on December 17 and Christmas Eve, and New Year's Eve. We have almost everyone we 
need, but again, we could always use individuals as back-ups. We’re happy to report that 
we’ve already collected our quota of stuffing needed for the Christmas box deliveries. We 
want to thank all of you for your generosity! Our church is such a giving church, and we’re 
so grateful for it! 
 
We hope you can join with us as we help those who are in need, serving the Lord as we 
serve others. If you have questions and/or would like to volunteer for this food ministry, 
please call or text Sean Kinder at 502-230-5725.   
 
Thank you, 
Sean & Val Kinder 

IN MEMORY OF  

JANICE MASANNAT 

 

David & Sandra Hartman 

David & Linda Bragg 

In Christian Sympathy 

MEALS, INC. 
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JOIN US FOR  

CHRISTMAS MUSIC CELEBRATIONS  

IN ALL SERVICES: 

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SERVICES:  

DEC. 24TH, 25TH, & JAN. 1ST 
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Stewardship and Attendance 

Budget for the Year $586,034 
Needed Per Week   $11,270 
 
Stewardship: 
Nov.    6    $13,708 
Nov.  13    $11,621 
Nov.  20    $11,748 
Nov.  27      $5,384 
 
 

Building Fund Received November  $640 
 
 
Attendance: 
Nov.   6  201 
Nov. 13  197 
Nov. 20  179 
Nov. 27  186   
 

Sanctuary Service at 8:45 a.m.   Sunday School at 10:00 a.m.   

Online and In Person services in the FLC at 11:00 a.m. at CUMC.  To watch Online: 

 (https://www.christumcbg.org/online/)  

Beginning Monday watch the service at: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCA_hizimRxR-kTXwdpEMk0w? 

Worship Opportunities 
O Come Let 

Us  Adore 

Him 

D e c e m b e r  b i r t h d ay s  
12/1 Bill Buckman   
12/1 Richard Garden  
12/2 Ron Best   
12/3 Abby Orr   
12/5 Kathy Alexander  
12/5 Conner Burklow  
12/6 Charmaine Brown 
12/11 Linda Lohmann  

12/13 Diane Fleenor  
12/14 Linda Booth  
12/15 Nancy Pollock  
12/17 Robert Conrad  
12/17 April Taylor  
12/18 Jake Norden  
12/19 Jo Byrd   
12/19 Tabitha Foley  

12/23 Holly Jones 
12/24 Merry Bond 
12/25 Leon Winquist  
12/26 Mea Taylor  
12/27 Betsy Kullman  
12/27 Tyler Wood 
12/27   Abby Seel  
12/28 Kory Twyman   

https://www.christumcbg.org/online/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCA_hizimRxR-kTXwdpEMk0w?


Worship Services:  Sanctuary Service 8:45 am / Online and In-Person  11:00am 
 

    CHURCH STAFF 
 
Dr. Matt Seel ............................................... Pastor 
Melissa Bull ...... Minister of Music and Discipleship 
 Angie Gordon .........................   Children’s Director 
Nick Winquist .................................... Youth Pastor 
Heather Winquist ............... Assistant Youth Pastor 
 Jeanie Orr ............................................... Organist 
Sami Wilson .................... Administrative Assistant 
Bonnie Hanes ......................................... Treasurer 
April Taylor ............................. Nursery Supervisor 
Scott Tylicki .......................................... Lay Leader 
 Lorenzo Hall, Jr. ....................................... Security 
Tiffany Baker……………………………...………..Custodian 

E-Mail Address: 

Info@ChristUMCbg.org 

 Web Page: 

www.christumcbg.org 

716 Cave Mill Road 

Bowling Green, KY 42104 

270-842-4343 

Fax: 270-842-6776 

Office Hours: 8am-2pm 

 


