
Maundy Thursday A RCL 2020 

 

I want to frame this week and Easter in the context of freedom 

 By his life, death and resurrection, Jesus has set us free 

 “We’ve been set free”, is the official theme 

 As we journey through this holy week together, 

 I want you to consider in what ways the life, death and  

resurrection has set you free. 

 

I was talking with one of our members recently who was about to 

have major surgery 

 This person expressed that they were not afraid of dying and  

yet they cried in a deep and profound manner 

 As they were apologizing for crying it hit me and so I replied, 

 “I know that we believe that because of the resurrection of JC, 

we are set free from the consequence of sin and death 

and that you know you will live in heaven. 

 “But I also want you to know that you are free to cry.  All of us  

have hopes and dreams in life and when they are cut  

short or thwarted, there is loss, sadness, and a  

death.  And our response is to mourn.   

 “Even in this death, we remain a resurrection people.  God will  

     bring something new and magnificent to our lives.  So don’t  

ever feel bad for mourning.  Just also know that God  

will also set us free from the worst case  

scenario that we conjure in our mind.”  

 

I feel empowered to say this because of what God has done over 

the course of our history 

 We heard this in Exodus, God delivered the people from death 

 This wasn’t just a NT thing, but was done in the beginning 

 Being set free from death is not something we should ever take  

for granted 

 We will one day be resurrected to eternal life 

 And in heaven we will experience PERFECT FREEDOM 

 

 

 

 

The passage from 2 Corinthians which contains the words of 

institution for our Eucharist…  

 Should remind us that in the body and blood of Christ we are  

set free 

 We are set free from separation 

 It doesn’t always feel that to be true, but spiritually, nothing  

could be more true. 

 

There are two great pieces to this the Lord’s supper 

 Twice you will hear me read Jesus’ words  

 “Do this… in remembrance of me.” 

 I was taught that this word is more than recalling a memory 

 It is RE – Membering us 

 To re – member is to put the members back together 

 Whenever we eat or drink we are joined together or re –  

membered with all the people who partake of the  

Lord’s supper 

 All the people around the world 

  

It is also true that whenever we take communion that we are  

 Living in communion with God 

 God is present in the sacrament, we take it into us and this is  

communion 

 The community of heaven comes together as we celebrate 

 And sing, “Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.   

Heaven and earth of full of your glory.  Hosanna in the  

highest.” 

 

Finally, and maybe most practically, the life, death and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ 

 Free us from pride 

 In our service to others, we are free to get down and dirty,  

   messy with people, the kind of mess of washing people’s feet 

 If Jesus was free to serve, SO are we. 

 We are a people who are free to serve the world in the name of  

Jesus and proclaim his goodness to the whole world.  

 

How is God setting you free through the resurrected Jesus?  

   


