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OPENING HYMN  Hymn 76 v. 1, 3, 5 
On Jordan's Bank   
On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 
announces that the Lord is nigh; 
awake and hearken, for he brings 
glad tidings of  the King of  kings. 
 
For thou art our salvation, Lord, 
our refuge and our great reward; 
without thy grace we waste away 
like flowers that wither and decay. 
 
All praise, eternal Son, to thee, 
whose advent doth thy people free; 
whom with the Father we adore 
and Holy Spirit evermore. 

 
THE ADVENT WREATH PRAYERS: HOPE - LOVE - JOY - PEACE  
 Celebrant: Our help is in the name of  the Lord. 
 People:  The maker of  heaven and earth. 
  
 Celebrant: O God, by whose Word all things are sanctified, pour out your blessing upon this 
     wreath, and grant that we may prepare our hearts for the coming of  Christ. 
 People:  Amen. 
  
 Celebrant: We light the first candle which symbolizes the hope of  the world. Our hope is in 
     Christ our Lord. 
 People:  O God, grant us the hope of  our salvation. 
  
 Celebrant: We await the coming of  Christ in glory. 
 People:  We light this candle to remind us to be alert and to watch for his return. 
 

Lighting of  the first candle. 
  

 Celebrant: Let us pray. 
People: O God, we give thanks for the hope that you give us. Help prepare our  hearts 

for Christ’s coming. Help us to live holy and righteous lives. We ask this in the 
name of  your son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
ACCLAMATION  BCP p. 355 
Celebrant:  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People:    And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
NOVEMBER 29, 2020 | LIVESTREAM 8:45 A.M.   

 
 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE II 
Congregational participation in bold                   Service from the Book of Common Prayer (BCP) 
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COLLECT FOR PURITY                                                                        BCP p. 355 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of  our hearts by the inspiration of  your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

GLORIA  HYMN 56 v. 1 
O Come, O Come Emmanuel  
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of  God appear. 
Chorus Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

COLLECT OF THE DAY BCP p. 211 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.  
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray.  
 
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of  darkness, and put on the armor of  light, now 
in the time of  this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that 
in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the 
dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
THE FIRST LESSON: A READING FROM ISAIAH 64:1-9 
O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would quake at your 
presence-- as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil-- to make your name 
known to your adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at your presence! When you did 
awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who 
works for those who wait for him. You meet those who gladly do right, those who remember you in 
your ways. But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself  we transgressed. We have all 
become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all fade like a 
leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. There is no one who calls on your name, or 
attempts to take hold of  you; for you have hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into the 
hand of  our iniquity. Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we 
are all the work of  your hand. Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, and do not remember iniquity 
forever.  Now consider, we are all your people. 
 
 Reader:  The Word of  the Lord. 
 People:  Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 80:1-7, 16-18 (in unison)  BCP p. 702  
1  Hear, O Shepherd of  Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; shine forth, you that are 

enthroned upon the cherubim. 

2  In the presence of  Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, stir up your strength and 
come to help us. 

3  Restore us, O God of  hosts; show the light of  your countenance, and we shall be 
saved. 

4  O LORD God of  hosts, how long will you be angered despite the prayers of  your 
people? 

5  You have fed them with the bread of  tears; you have given them bowls of  tears to 
drink. 

6  You have made us the derision of  our neighbors, and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

7  Restore us, O God of  hosts; show the light of  your countenance, and we shall be 
saved. 

16  Let your hand be upon the man of  your right hand, the son of  man you have made so 
strong for yourself. 

17  And so will we never turn away from you; give us life, that we may call upon your 
Name. 

18  Restore us, O LORD God of  hosts; show the light of  your countenance, and we shall be 
saved. 

 
SECOND LESSON: A READING FROM 1 CORINTHIANS 1:3-9 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I give thanks to my God always for you because of  the grace of  God that has been given you in 
Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of  every kind
-- just as the testimony of  Christ has been strengthened among you-- so that you are not lacking in 
any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of  our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you 
to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of  our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him 
you were called into the fellowship of  his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Reader:  The Word of  the Lord. 
 People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL HYMN  HYMN 68 v. 1, 2  
Rejoice! Rejoice Believers   
Rejoice! rejoice, believers, and let your lights appear! 
The evening is advancing, and darker night is near. 
The Bridegroom is arising, and soon he will draw nigh; 
up, watch with expectation! at the midnight comes the cry. 
 
See that your lamps are burning, replenish them with oil; 
look now for your salvation, the end of  sin and toil. 
The marriage-feast is waiting, the gates wide open stand; 
Rise up, ye heirs of  glory, the Bridegroom is at hand! 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL  
Celebrant:  The Holy Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
People:   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 
A READING FROM MARK 13:24-37 

Jesus said, “In those days, after that suffering, 

the sun will be darkened, 
and the moon will not give its light, 

and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 

Then they will see ‘the Son of  Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. Then he will send 
out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of  the earth to the ends of  
heaven. 

“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, 
you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is 
near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have 
taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on a 
journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the 
doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of  
the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find 
you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 

  Reader: The Gospel of  the Lord. 
 People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 

GOSPEL HYMN  HYMN 68 v. 3 
Rejoice! Rejoice Believers   
Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear; 
Arise, thou Sun so longed for, above this darkened sphere! 
With hearts and hands uplifted, we plead, O Lord, to see 
the day of  earth's redemption, and ever be with thee! 

 
THE SERMON The Rev. Lucy Strandlund          
A period of  silence for reflection will follow.  
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THE NICENE CREED            BCP p. 358 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of  heaven and earth, of  all that is, seen and 
unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of  God, eternally begotten of  the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of  one 
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven: by the power of  the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 
the giver of  life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is  
worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic 
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of  sins. We look for the 
resurrection of  the dead, and the life of  the world to come. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FOR ADVENT   
Adapted from the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music  

 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of  deep darkness—
on them light has shined. Isaiah 9:2  
 
You who dwell in darkness and light, in silence and sound, dwell in the hearts of  your people. In hope, 
peace, and joy may we await with anticipation the coming of  Christ the Morning Star.  
 
Christ, be our light  
Shine in our hearts.  
 
You who framed the brightness of  the first light in creation, dispel the arrogance, animosity, and anger 
that shatter the unity of  your holy Church. Fill your faithful people with the radiant light of  truth.  
 
Christ, be our light  
Shine in our hearts.  
 
You who delivered your people from the misery of  bondage in slavery to the land of  promise, set us free 
from enslavement to division, disunity, and distrust in our public life and labor. Illumine those in 
authority with the light of  vision.  
 
Christ, be our light  
Shine in our hearts.  
 
You who patterned the stars and called the sun into being, who appointed the moon and chartered the 
cosmos, pattern the hearts of  people everywhere to see in each other the splendor of  creation and the 
beauty of  diversity.  
 
Christ, be our light  
Shine in our hearts.  
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You who shower comfort and hope to the lowest, the lost, and the least, shower the light of  compassion 
on the sick, the sorrowful, and the suffering. Help us to be your compassion and hope in the world.  
 
Christ, be our light  
Shine in our hearts.  
 
Welcome into the brilliant light of  eternity those who have died, and shine on those who mourn the light 
of  hope.  
 
Christ, be our light  
Shine in our hearts.  
 
You who delight in the complexity and splendor of  creation, help us to delight in the diversity of  this 
earth, our island home. Inspire your people to care for all you have made.  
 
Christ, be our light  
Shine in our hearts.  
 
[Priest says]  
May Christ, the Morning Star who knows no setting, find us ever burning with the light of  love, the spirit 
of  truth, and the wellspring of  hope. Amen.  

 
THE CONFESSION OF SIN BCP p. 360 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Silence may be kept. 
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the 
sake of  your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of  your Name. Amen. 
 
Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of  the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.   
 

THE PEACE 
Celebrant:  The peace of  the Lord be always with you. 
People:   And also with you. 
 

SHARING LIFE TOGETHER AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

OFFERTORY MUSIC   
Promised Light          St. John’s Worship Choir 
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THE DOXOLOGY  HYMN 380 v. 3  
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below:  
Praise him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING       Eucharistic Prayer A; BCP p. 361 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you.  
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of  heaven and earth. Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and 
death, and to make us heirs in him of  everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great 
triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. Therefore, we 
praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of  heaven, who 
forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of  your Name: 
 

SANCTUS S130  
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of  power and might,  
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of  power and might, Heaven and earth are full of  your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of  the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

(The people stand or kneel.) 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into 
sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal 
Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of  us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father 
of  all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect 
sacrifice for the whole world. 
  
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of  me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup of  wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of  you: This is my Blood of  the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of  sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of  me.”  
  
Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of  faith: 
 Christ has died.   
 Christ is risen.   
 Christ will come again. 
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We celebrate the memorial of  our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of  praise and thanksgiving. 
Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy 
Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of  your Son, the holy food and drink of  new and 
unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in 
unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of  your eternal 
kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of  the Holy 
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN. 
  
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People: Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
The Gifts of  God for the People of  God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed 
on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 

ACT OF RECEPTION PRAYER 
In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of  your Church, where the Holy Eucharist is 
now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. I remember your death, Lord 
Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I await your coming in glory. And since I cannot receive you today 
in the Sacrament of  your Body and Blood, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and 
strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, 
and you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 
 
THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE SACRAMENT BCP p. 365  
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COMMUNION MUSIC 

God With Us  
You've come 
To bring peace 
To be love 
To be nearer to us 
You've come 
To bring life 
To be light 
To shine brighter in us 
 

Oh Emmanuel 
God with us 
 

Our Deliverer 
You are Savior 
In Your presence we find our strength 
Over everything 
Our redemption 
God with us 
You are God with us 

You've come 
To be hope 
To this world 
For Your honor and name 
 

You've come 
To take sin 
To bear shame 
And to conquer the grave 
 

You are here and 
You are holy 
We are standing 
In Your glory (Lord) 
CCLI #6460237JASON INGRAM, LESLIE JORDAN  

CLOSING HYMN  HYMN 66 

Come Thou Long Expected Jesus   
Come, thou long expected Jesus 
born to set Thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us, 
let us find our rest in Thee. 
Israel's strength and consolation, 
hope of  all the earth thou art; 
dear desire of  every nation, 
joy of  every longing heart. 

Born thy people to deliver, 
born a child, and yet a King, 
born to reign in us forever, 
now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
 
By thine own eternal Spirit 
rule in all our hearts alone; 
by Thine all sufficient merit, 
raise us to thy glorious throne. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION BCP p. 365 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of  your Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of  his Body and 
Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 
you with gladness and singleness of  heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

THE BLESSING   
May the Sun of  Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your path; and the 
blessing of  God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you 
always. Amen.  

THE DISMISSAL BCP p. 366 
Celebrant:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God.  



11/25/2020 10:25 AM   Page 10 

 

November-December Special Events 
 
 

Sunday, December 6 (Date Changed) | Second Sunday of  Advent 
Advent Wreath Making Supplies & Costume Pick Up for Lighting the Way  

12:00noon- 1:30 p.m. (New Time) 
Upper Parking Lot Drive-By 

 
 

The Advent Journey begins November 29 (through January 6) | 
View Advent Journey paintings starting on S. Guenther Ave to Marguerite Street. 

 
 

Tuesday, December 8 at 6:30 p.m. | A Liturgy for Those Hurting during Christmas  
A December healing service will focus on those for whom this season can be difficult. 

 
 

Sunday, December 13 | Third Sunday of  Advent 
“Lighting the Way to Bethlehem” | St. John’s grounds | 6:00 p.m.  

 
 

Saturday, December 19 | Rev. Lucy’s Ordination to the Priesthood at St. John’s Church |11:00 a.m. 
 
 

Sunday, December 20 | Fourth Sunday of  Advent 
“Everlasting Light” A Service of  Lessons and Carols with Holy Eucharist | 8:45 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 

 
 

Thursday, December 24 | Christmas Eve 
Christmas Eve Children’s Worship Service with Holy Eucharist | 3:00 & 5:00 p.m. 

Traditional Rite II Christmas Eve Service with Holy Eucharist | 8:00 p.m.  
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 WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH  
We extend a special welcome to those who are single, married, divorced, gay, filthy rich or dirt poor. And to those who 
are crying newborns, skinny as a rail, or who could afford to lose a few pounds. We welcome you if you can sing like 
Beyoncé or Adele or you can’t carry a note in a bucket. You’re welcome here if you’re ‘just browsing’, just woke up, or just 
got out of jail. We don’t care if you’re more Catholic than the Pope, or haven’t been to church since little Joey’s Baptism. 
We extend a special welcome to those who are over 60 but not grown up yet and to teenagers who are growing up too 
fast. We welcome soccer moms, NASCAR dads, starving artists, tree-huggers, latte-sippers, vegetarians, and junk-food 
eaters. We offer a special welcome to those who think the world is flat, work too hard, don’t work, can’t spell, or because 
Grandma is in town and she wanted to go to church today. We welcome those who are inked, pierced or both. We offer a 
special welcome to those who could use a prayer right now, had religion shoved down your throat as a kid, or got lost in 
traffic and wound up here by mistake. We welcome tourists, seekers and doubters, bleeding hearts... and YOU! -borrowed 
from Coventry Cathedral, England & adapted for St. John’s  

Welcome to all, especially if  you are a guest. Please go to our website, www.stjohnsnb.com. Email us at 
office@stjohnsnb.com and either Rev. Ripp or Rev. Lucy will contact you. 

Announcements November 29, 2020 

ADMINISTRATIVE 
Birthday and Anniversaries for Week of  November 29-December 5 

Birthdays | Leslie S. (11/29); Stewart M., Larry S., Jim W. (11/30); Kelly B. (12/3); Pam R. (12/5);  
Sidney S. (12/5) 

Anniversaries | Mike and Heidi F. (12/2); Bob & Cela D. (12/4) 

SIGN UP FOR IN-PERSON WORSHIP!  
Sign up via the link in the eNews each week. Come as often as you wish!  

The deadline to sign up for in-person worship each Sunday   
is the preceding Tuesday at midnight.  

 
The link in this week’s e-news will take you to a menu to sign up for in-person worship on Sunday, Dec 
6 through Sunday, Jan 3, including Christmas Eve services. See the tabs or drop down menu at the top 
of  the page to choose your desired date. For Sundays, you can sign up to attend either the 8:45 a.m. or 
11:00 a.m. service. Sign-ups enable us to maximize limited seating and to maintain records of  where 
people sit should contact tracing be necessary. Please contact office@stjohnsnb.com if  you need 
assistance. Unfortunately we will not be able to accommodate anyone who walks up on a Sunday 
morning without pre-registering.  Please arrive and be seated at least 10 minutes before the start of  
the service. 
 
PROCEDURES IN WORSHIP 
 All attendees are required to wear a face mask covering the nose and mouth. Face shields alone do 

not meet this requirement.  
 An Usher will guide you to Communion. We are not using the altar rail at this time, so Fr. Ripp will 

stand at the front to distribute Communion.  
 You may drop your offering in the plate then or after worship.  
 Exit the sanctuary by guidance from the Usher, starting from the back. 
 Please observe a 6-foot space between you and anyone not in your household. 
 After worship, in the courtyard, please observe distance. 
 If  you discover that you have been infected with COVID-19 in the week after worship service, please 

let us know by calling the church office as soon as possible.  

mailto:office@stjohnsnb.com
mailto:office@stjohnsnb.com
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WORSHIP Loving God 
 

Holy Eucharist Rite II Service |Livestream 8:45 a.m. 
Noonday Prayer on Facebook Live, Monday-Saturday |12:00 p.m. 

 
The Advent Journey begins this Sunday, November 29 
The Advent Journey is an outdoor art experience and opportunity for spiritual reflection on the grounds 
of  St. John’s Episcopal Church from November 29-January 6. Each work of  art follows the story found 
in the Gospel of  Luke, chapters 1-2. We invite you to make your way from painting to painting, reflect 
on the scriptural inspiration, and join Mary, the angels, and the shepherds as they are filled with awe, 
wonder, and praise in this holy season. While the outdoor gathering has been cancelled, you are invited 
to view the paintings between now and January 6.  
 
A Liturgy for Those Hurting during Christmas | FB Live | Tuesday, December 8 at 6:30 p.m.  
This year our December healing service will include special prayers acknowledging the grief  
or loneliness we might experience this time of  year. And as with all of  our Healing Services, we want to 
include you and/or your loved ones' names as Fr Ripp prays for those in need. If  you or someone you 
know would appreciate their names being added to the prayer list, please email Rob Soeldner at 
rmsoeldner@gmail.com. We will only use first names in the service, and we will only use names if  given 
permission to do so. The healing service will be live-streamed on St. John’s Facebook page. 
 
St. John’s is in need of  volunteers for ushers. If  you would like to participate, please contact Janet 
Moody at 830-708-3673 or janmoody@sat.rr.com. 

 
OUTREACH Love Our Neighbors 

 
400 Pounds Donated to SOS Food Bank. Flower Guild thanks the St. John’s family for making this 
year’s Thanksgiving Altar overflowing and beautiful. Gathering and sharing God’s gifts to help others is 
spirit-lifting for all.  
 
Blue & Green Santa Helpers Donations Drive-by Drop-off 
Saturday, December 5 from 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  
SANTA WILL BE THERE! 
 
St. John’s supports the New Braunfels Police Department’s Blue Santa and the Comal County Sheriff  
Department's Green Santa Programs. These programs allow families to provide their children gifts for 
Christmas that they would otherwise be unable to provide. This is especially true this Christmas with the 
current COVID pandemic. St. John’s will collect new, unwrapped toys and $25 gift cards. You may make 
your donations during a drive-by drop-off  at the entrance ramp to the lower parking lot of  the church 
on Saturday, December 5th, between 10:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. Santa will be there. You may also place 
your donations in the collection bin wrapped in Christmas paper outside of  the church office from 
Monday, November 30th through Friday, December 4th. 

 
NURTURE Making Disciples 

 
In your prayer time, we give thanks for Advent, Brownsville; St. Andrew’s, Sequin;  

and St. Andrew’s, San Antonio  

mailto:rmsoeldner@gmail.com
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Photo Directory: Make your appointment today! 
We are having a new pictorial directory made and it won't be complete without you! Use the following 
link to make your appointment today.  https://rb.gy/su72w0  Each individual or family who participates 
will receive a free photo directory and an 8x10" print from their photo session. Questions? Contact 
Shelley Howard at shellbythelake@gmail.com. 
 
The Season of  Advent begins Sunday, November 29. We have booklets of  Advent devotions from 
the writings of  Henri Nouwen. Pick them up from the church office by calling ahead or on Sundays after 
attending in-person worship. Check out the e-news for more ideas on how to observe Advent at home 
and in your own life of  faith.  
 
Need an urgent prayer? Call for a prayer request(830) 625-2532 during office hours, M-Th, 9-3 p.m. If  
your request is after church office hours, please call Pat Jefferson at (713) 899-1566 or email 
patjjeff@gmail.com. Either way will reach the Prayer Chain of  St. John’s. 
 
Request a Prayer Shawl 
St. John’s Prayer Shawl Ministry offers hand-knitted and crocheted shawls for anyone in need of  healing 
and comfort. To request a shawl, please notify Carol Lenkercjlenker@yahoo.com or Janet Moody 
at janmoody@satx.rr.com. You may pick up a shawl from the office. 

 
Adult Christian Education 

Weekly Bible Study will meet on Wednesdays on Zoom from 10-11 a.m.  
Each week we will study the readings for the upcoming Sunday, so feel free to attend week to week as 
able. We will study the texts and their background and discuss what they mean for us today. There will be 
no class on Dec 23rd or 30th. Classes will resume on January 6th. 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82969503160?pwd=eUhSRkJUdVRlSXhGOFhNQUl5eTF5UT09 
Meeting ID: 829 6950 3160 | Passcode: 207974 | Call in (audio only): (346) 248-7799 
 
Becoming Beloved Community: Continuing the Conversation 
Every 2nd and 4th Monday evening at 7:00 pm.  
Please join Renee Wendel and Heidi Forgione to continue the discussion on racism in our community 
and country that was started during our Adult Formation class on Becoming Beloved Community. Even 
if  you were not able to participate in those initial discussions, we invite you to join us now or at any point 
in the future. Our goal is to provide a community that supports each other and shares resources as we 
learn, discuss, and take action in our day-to-day lives.  
Join Zoom meeting https://txstate.zoom.us/j/5056888393#success 
Meeting ID: 505 688 8393. Call in (audio only): (346) 248-7799.  

 

 

CHILDREN, FAMILIES, and YOUTH MINISTRIES 

 

 Set-up for Lighting the Way & Lead Family Meeting | Saturday, December 12 at 9:00 am & 10am 
“Lighting the Way to Bethlehem”  on Sunday, December 13, at 6:00 pm  

Advent Children's Chapel | December 6th, 13th, and 20th 
Post live at 4 pm on St. John's Children's Ministry FB page 

 

https://rb.gy/su72w0
mailto:shellbythelake@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82969503160?pwd=eUhSRkJUdVRlSXhGOFhNQUl5eTF5UT09
https://txstate.zoom.us/j/5056888393#success
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Hello Children and Families, 
Happy Thanksgiving!  I wish you and your family many blessings! In this season I am reminded of  God's 
many blessings in my life and one of  those is you! Enjoy your time with family and friends. I am thankful 
for the technology to connect this COVID year even if  not in person.   
 
“Lighting the Way to Bethlehem” 
This event on Sunday, December 13, at 6 pm takes the place of  our traditional Christmas pageant. We 
will travel outside with masks/social distancing but dress up, sing songs, and tell the story of  our 
saviour's birth.  Please let me know if  your family will participate and pick up costumes on Sunday, 
December 6th. You can always text me 210-663-8074 if  you need to respond when the office may be 
closed. 
 
Thanks to Annette, Ainsley, Brynn and Susan for our Costuming Tips video which is posted on St. 
John's Children's Ministry FB page. If  you are not sure how to fix the shepherd's headgear, watch this 
video.  
 
Uganda Mission and Pen Pals 
We have 30 children in Uganda anxiously waiting for pen pals. If  you and your family would like to 
participate, please let me know ASAP.  This outreach commitment is one letter a month (or more) and 
families can all write together so the process is easier for our younger children. What a great opportunity 
to make a friend across the world!  
 
We will be collecting embroidery floss for Uganda and the Threads of  Blessings mission. You can 
bring it when you pick up your costume or drop off  in the office anytime. Check out Cherie Kittle's 
video on St. John's Children's Ministry FB page to learn more about Uganda and this mission. If  you 
haven't dropped off  your Kurdistan letters you still have time.   
 
Operation Christmas Child Boxes 
Boxes have been dropped off  and on their way!  I cannot wait to find out where my box went! 
 
Advent Children's Chapel 
On December 6, 13, and 20 Children's Chapel will post live at 4 pm on the St. John's Ministry FB page 
and then be accessible to watch at a later time. These children chapel lessons will address Advent and use 
materials that will be given out on Sunday, December 6th at the costume pick-up or sent electronically.  
I hope you will join me as we wait for the coming of  Christ. 
 
St. John's Children's Ministry Facebook Page 
If  you haven't joined this group, please request and I can add you. This is a closed group so children can 
post pictures, artwork safely and information about upcoming children's events is updated often. 
 
Remember our lessons from Bishop Curry...Turn to God, Learn the Word, Pray, Worship, 
Bless others, Go out in the world to share love, and Rest knowing God is in charge and loves you.  
Hope and love in Christ, Ms. Cheryl 
 
Youth Update Reminder: Fill out the feedback form Emma sent via email. Thanks to everyone 
who has already responded!  Starting in December, Youth Group meetings will be on SUNDAY 
EVENINGS. 


