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A Service of Healing 

with Holy Communion 
St. John’s Episcopal Church | September 28, 2021| 6:30 P.M. 

 
Celebrant: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit, be with you all. 
People:   And also with you.  

 
Celebrant: Let us pray.  

Gracious God, we commend to your loving care all who suffer, especially those who  
come seeking your healing grace for themselves or others. Give them patience and hope in their distress; 
strengthen and uphold them in mind and body; and grant, by your intervention, that all your people may be 
made whole according to your desire, through Jesus Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

FIRST READING | Isaiah 61: 1-3 

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 
   Because the Lord has anointed me; 
He has sent me to bring good news to the 
oppressed, 
   To bind up the brokenhearted, 
To proclaim liberty to the captives, 
   And release to the prisoners; 
To proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, 
    And the day of vengeance of our God; 
    To comfort all who mourn; 

To proclaim for those who mourn in Zion— 
     To give them a garland instead of ashes, 
The oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
     The mantle of praise instead of a faint 
spirit. 
They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
     The planting of the Lord, to display his 
glory. 
 
 

 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God.  

 
PSALM 146 (in unison)  BCP p. 803 
Hallelujah! 
Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
   I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 
   I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
Put not your trust in rulers, nor in any child of earth, 
   For there is no help in them. 
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When they breathe their last, they return to earth, 
   And in that day their thoughts perish. 
Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! 
   Whose hope is in the LORD their God; 
Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; 
    Who keeps his promise for ever; 
Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, 
    And food to those who hunger. 
The LORD sets the prisoners free; 
  The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; 
       The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 
The LORD loves the righteous; 
   The LORD cares for the stranger; 
        He sustains the orphan and widow, 
        But frustrates the way of the wicked. 
The LORD shall reign forever, 
     Your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. 
     Hallelujah! 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL | Matthew 7: 7-12 
Celebrant  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus said, “Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be 
opened for you. For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone 
who knocks, the door will be opened. Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for bread, 
will give a stone? Or if the child asks for a fish, will give a snake? If you then, who are evil, know 
how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good things 
to those who ask him!” 

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

HOMILY   The Rev. Ripp Hardaway 
 
A LITANY OF HEALING 

Celebrant:  Let us name before God those for whom we offer our prayers.  
[Names are read aloud and the people are invited to name those for whom they are interceding.]  

 
God the Father, your will for all people is health and salvation;  
We praise you and thank you, O Lord.  
 
God the Son, you came that we might have life, and might have it more abundantly; 
We praise you and thank you, O Lord.  
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God the Holy Spirit, you make our bodies the temple of your presence;  
We praise you and thank you, O Lord.  
 
Holy Trinity, one God, in you we live and move and have our being;  
We praise you and thank you, O Lord.  
 
Lord, grant your healing grace to all who are sick or injured, that they may be made whole; 
Hear us, O Lord of life.  

 
Grant to all who seek your guidance, and to all who are lonely, anxious, or despondent,  
a knowledge of your will and an awareness of your presence;  
Hear us, O Lord of life.  
 
Mend broken relationships, and restore those in emotional distress to soundness of mind 
and serenity of spirit; 
Hear us, O Lord of life.  
 
Bless physicians, nurses, and all others who minister to the suffering, granting them wisdom 
and skill, sympathy and patience; 
Hear us, O Lord of life.  
 
Grant to the dying peace and a holy death, and uphold by the grace and consolation of your 
Holy Spirit those who are bereaved; 
Hear us, O Lord of life.  
 
Restore to wholeness whatever is broken by human sin, in our lives, in our nation, 
and in the world; 
Hear us, O Lord of life.  
 
You are the Lord who does wonders:  
You have declared your power among the peoples.  
 
With you, O Lord, is the well of life:  
And in your light we see light.  
 
Hear us, O Lord of life:  
Heal us, and make us whole.  
 
Let us pray.  

A period of silence follows.  

Celebrant:   Open us to your healing power, O God. We entrust ourselves to your care, knowing 
that you are doing for us and for all the world far better things than we can ask or imagine. 
With you as our companion and guide, strengthen us to hope for all that is good, and to fear 
no evil. For your love is stronger than death, and your faithfulness reaches to the heavens; 
and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and to the ages of ages. Amen.  
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CONFESSION OF SIN 
The priest says, 
Let us confess our sins to God.  
 
Silence may be kept.  
God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in 
our lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world 
you have created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, 
and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our 
Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen.  

 
The priest says,  
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen.  

LAYING ON OF HANDS AND ANNOINTING 
The priest prays,  
I lay my hands upon you [and anoint you] in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ, praying 
you will be strengthened and filled with God’s grace, that you may know the healing power 
of the Spirit. Amen.  
 
The priest may add, in these or similar words, 
As you are outwardly anointed with this holy oil, so may our loving God give you the inward 
anointing of the Holy Spirit. May God relieve your suffering and restore you in body, mind, 
and spirit. May all of us in the frailty of our flesh know God’s healing power. Amen.  

THE PEACE 
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:   And also with you.  
 
THE OFFERTORY 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory 
of your Name: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of 
error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given 
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from 
your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness 
of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, 
with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our 
salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

Celebrant:  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People:      Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most 
precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these 
holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal 
kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the 
Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
THE BLESSING 

May the God who goes before you through desert places by night and by day be your 
companion and guide; may your journey be with the saints; may the Holy Spirit be your 
strength, and Christ your clothing of light, in whose name we pray. And the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be upon you this day and remain with you 
always. Amen.   

THE DISMISSAL 
Celebrant: Let us bless the Lord.  
People:   Thanks be to God. 


