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The greenery on the altar is given to the glory of  God and was arranged by Megan St. Clair.
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ST. JOHN’S CLERGY & STAFF



 We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the 
 Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacri�ce, that we may be 
 acceptable through him, being sancti�ed by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection 
 under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with St. John and all your saints, we may enter 
 the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the �rstborn of all creation, 
 the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

 By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, 
 now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray: 
 Our Father, who art in heaven,  hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
 heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against  
 us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
 glory forever and ever. Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacri�ced for us;
People  �erefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Celebrant �e Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed 
  on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION (For live stream participants)
 Faithful God, in the wonder of your wisdom and love you fed your people in the wilderness with the bread of 
 angels, and you sent Jesus to be the bread of life. �ough I cannot consume these gifts of bread and wine, I 
 thank you that I have received the sacrament of Christ’s presence, the forgiveness of sins, and all other bene�ts
 of Christ’s passion. By the power of the Holy Spirit, may I be renewed to love and to serve; through Jesus
 Christ our Savior. Amen.

THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE SACRAMENT    BCP p. 365 
 All baptized Christians are welcome to receive communion. To receive the bread, place one hand over the other with palms facing 
 upward. To indicate that you would like to receive a blessing instead, cross arms over chest. Please let Fr. Ripp or Rev. Lucy know if  
 you would like to receive a gluten free wafer.

COMMUNION MUSIC | All the Poor and Powerless (5881130) David Leonard, Leslie Jordan Ian Flores

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  BCP p. 365
 Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus 
 Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the 
 world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
 through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING 
 May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your path; and the blessing 
 of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN | Go Tell It on the Mountain  Hymn 99
 THE DISMISSAL   BCP p. 366
Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People  �anks be to God. 

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH | Hope - Love - Joy - Peace
 Today is the Second Sunday of Advent, and we light two candles on our Advent wreath, which helps us mark time 
 as we prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ. �e candle we light today symbolizes the love of God incarnate 
 in Christ Jesus. 

 Lighting of  the first and second candles.
 Let us pray.
 O God who draws near to us, nurture in our hearts the love you have revealed to us in Christ Jesus. Help us to 
 watch and pray with expectation as we prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ. Amen. 

OPENING HYMN | Lo! He Comes, With Clouds Descending Hymn 58
OPENING ACCLAMATION  BCP p. 355 
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

GLORIA | O come, O come, Emmanuel Hymn 56
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY  BCP p. 211
Celebrant �e Lord be with you.  
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: 
 Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ 
 our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

THE MYSTERIOUS ANIMAL | Children’s Christmas Pageant
�e Mysterious Animal by Gwynne Watkins | A Beat By Beat Play | www.bbbpress.com
Scene 1  A small inn and stable outside the city of Bethlehem 
  Song: Away in a Manger                          
  Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, Solo, Ally 
  the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
  The stars in the sky looked down where he lay,
  the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

  The cattle are lowing, the poor baby awakes, 
  but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.
  I love thee, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky,
  and stay by my cradle ‘til morning is nigh.

  Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay Solo, Ally 
  close by me forever and love me, I pray.
  Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
  and take us to heaven to live with thee there.

Scene 2   �e animals discover the mysterious animal. 
  �e innkeeper and guest arrive.

Scene 3   Shepherds, one lamb and one angel arrive.
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Scene 4   A Host of Angels and Wise Men
  Song: Angels We Have Heard on High  

  Gloria, Gloria, Gloria, Gloria

  Angels we have heard on high, Solo, Madelyn 
  sweetly singing o'er the plains,
  and the mountains in reply
  echoing their joyous strains. [Refrain]

  Refrain:
  Gloria in excelsis Deo,
  gloria in excelsis Deo.

  Shepherds, why this jubilee?
  Why your joyous strains prolong?
  What the gladsome tidings be
  which inspire your heav'nly song? [Refrain]

   
  Song: We �ree Kings  Congregation

  We three kings of  Orient are;
  bearing gifts we traverse afar,
  field and fountain, moor and mountain,
  following yonder star.

  Refrain:
  O star of  wonder, star of  night,
  star with royal beauty bright,
  westward leading, still proceeding,
  guide us to thy perfect light.

  Born a King on Bethlehem's plain,
  gold I bring to crown him again,   
  King forever, ceasing never,
  over us all to reign. [Refrain]

Scene 5  Mary Speaks
  Song: �e First Noel 

THE PEACE 
Celebrant �e peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS                                             

OFFERTORY MUSIC | How Deep the Father’s Love (1558110) Stuart Townsend   Ian Flores

DOXOLOGY  Hymn 380 v. 3  
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below:  
 Praise him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING | Eucharistic Prayer B  BCP p. 367
Celebrant �e Lord be with you.
People   And also with you.
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.
People   We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People   It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
  Creator of heaven and earth.

 Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; 
 that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice 
 to behold his appearing.
  �erefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who 
 for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

SANCTUS  Hymn S-130 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of  power and might, 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of  power and might, 
 Heaven and earth are full of  your glory. 

(The people stand or kneel.) 
 We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the 
 calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made �esh, 
 Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and 
 Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, 
 you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

 On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: �is is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
 remembrance of me."

 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this,
 all of you: �is is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
 Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."

 �erefore, according to his command, O Father,
  We remember his death,
  We proclaim his resurrection,
  We await his coming in glory;

 And we o�er our sacri�ce of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, 
 this bread and this wine.

CAST OF CHARACTERS | In order of appearance

Singing Dove  Ally 

Little Dove     Curtis 

Cat    Hattie 

Camel    Ainsley 

Cow    John Michael 

Donkey    Leonard 

Innkeeper    Nathan 

Guest     Hayes 

Shepherd     Peter 

Lamb     Zeke 

Shepherds  Conlee 
   Jacob 
   Brandon 
   Soren 
   William 
   Ethan 
   Noah 
   Jack 

Singing Angel    Madelyn 

Little Donkey    Mavis 

Sheep     Elliot 
   Everett 
   Augie 

Lead Angel     Ryleigh 

Little Cow     Ben 

Angels    Ashley 
   Jane 
   Olivia 
   Isabel 
   Madison 
   Winnie 
   Sloane 
   Juliet 

Lead Angel     Annie 

Little Cow     Charlie 

Joseph     Bossley 

Mary     Mary Elizabeth 

Wiseman    Ethan 
   Ayden 
   Wesley 
   Jaycob 

Little Camel    Jameson 
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Wardrobe/Costumes: Susan Morgan, Annette Engle�eld
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Bulletin Design: Grace Symmons

Special thank you to St. John’s Sta� for their support in managing all the moving parts, to all the parents and grandparents 
who made this happen for their special children, and especially to the wonderful children of St. John’s who participated 
in telling the greatest story ever and giving their gifts to God!



 We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the 
 Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacri�ce, that we may be 
 acceptable through him, being sancti�ed by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection 
 under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with St. John and all your saints, we may enter 
 the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the �rstborn of all creation, 
 the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

 By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, 
 now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray: 
 Our Father, who art in heaven,  hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
 heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against  
 us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
 glory forever and ever. Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacri�ced for us;
People  �erefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Celebrant �e Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed 
  on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION (For live stream participants)
 Faithful God, in the wonder of your wisdom and love you fed your people in the wilderness with the bread of 
 angels, and you sent Jesus to be the bread of life. �ough I cannot consume these gifts of bread and wine, I 
 thank you that I have received the sacrament of Christ’s presence, the forgiveness of sins, and all other bene�ts
 of Christ’s passion. By the power of the Holy Spirit, may I be renewed to love and to serve; through Jesus
 Christ our Savior. Amen.

THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE SACRAMENT    BCP p. 365 
 All baptized Christians are welcome to receive communion. To receive the bread, place one hand over the other with palms facing 
 upward. To indicate that you would like to receive a blessing instead, cross arms over chest. Please let Fr. Ripp or Rev. Lucy know if  
 you would like to receive a gluten free wafer.

COMMUNION MUSIC | All the Poor and Powerless (5881130) David Leonard, Leslie Jordan Ian Flores

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  BCP p. 365
 Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus 
 Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the 
 world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
 through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING 
 May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your path; and the blessing 
 of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN | Go Tell It on the Mountain  Hymn 99
 THE DISMISSAL   BCP p. 366
Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People  �anks be to God. 

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH | Hope - Love - Joy - Peace
 Today is the Second Sunday of Advent, and we light two candles on our Advent wreath, which helps us mark time 
 as we prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ. �e candle we light today symbolizes the love of God incarnate 
 in Christ Jesus. 

 Lighting of  the first and second candles.
 Let us pray.
 O God who draws near to us, nurture in our hearts the love you have revealed to us in Christ Jesus. Help us to 
 watch and pray with expectation as we prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ. Amen. 

OPENING HYMN | Lo! He Comes, With Clouds Descending Hymn 58
OPENING ACCLAMATION  BCP p. 355 
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

GLORIA | O come, O come, Emmanuel Hymn 56
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY  BCP p. 211
Celebrant �e Lord be with you.  
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: 
 Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ 
 our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

THE MYSTERIOUS ANIMAL | Children’s Christmas Pageant
�e Mysterious Animal by Gwynne Watkins | A Beat By Beat Play | www.bbbpress.com
Scene 1  A small inn and stable outside the city of Bethlehem 
  Song: Away in a Manger                          
  Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, Solo, Ally 
  the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
  The stars in the sky looked down where he lay,
  the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

  The cattle are lowing, the poor baby awakes, 
  but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.
  I love thee, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky,
  and stay by my cradle ‘til morning is nigh.

  Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay Solo, Ally 
  close by me forever and love me, I pray.
  Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
  and take us to heaven to live with thee there.

Scene 2   �e animals discover the mysterious animal. 
  �e innkeeper and guest arrive.

Scene 3   Shepherds, one lamb and one angel arrive.
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Scene 4   A Host of Angels and Wise Men
  Song: Angels We Have Heard on High  

  Gloria, Gloria, Gloria, Gloria

  Angels we have heard on high, Solo, Madelyn 
  sweetly singing o'er the plains,
  and the mountains in reply
  echoing their joyous strains. [Refrain]

  Refrain:
  Gloria in excelsis Deo,
  gloria in excelsis Deo.

  Shepherds, why this jubilee?
  Why your joyous strains prolong?
  What the gladsome tidings be
  which inspire your heav'nly song? [Refrain]

   
  Song: We �ree Kings  Congregation

  We three kings of  Orient are;
  bearing gifts we traverse afar,
  field and fountain, moor and mountain,
  following yonder star.

  Refrain:
  O star of  wonder, star of  night,
  star with royal beauty bright,
  westward leading, still proceeding,
  guide us to thy perfect light.

  Born a King on Bethlehem's plain,
  gold I bring to crown him again,   
  King forever, ceasing never,
  over us all to reign. [Refrain]

Scene 5  Mary Speaks
  Song: �e First Noel 

THE PEACE 
Celebrant �e peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS                                             

OFFERTORY MUSIC | How Deep the Father’s Love (1558110) Stuart Townsend   Ian Flores

DOXOLOGY  Hymn 380 v. 3  
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below:  
 Praise him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING | Eucharistic Prayer B  BCP p. 367
Celebrant �e Lord be with you.
People   And also with you.
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.
People   We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People   It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
  Creator of heaven and earth.

 Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; 
 that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice 
 to behold his appearing.
  �erefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who 
 for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

SANCTUS  Hymn S-130 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of  power and might, 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of  power and might, 
 Heaven and earth are full of  your glory. 

(The people stand or kneel.) 
 We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the 
 calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made �esh, 
 Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and 
 Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, 
 you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

 On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: �is is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
 remembrance of me."

 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this,
 all of you: �is is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
 Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."

 �erefore, according to his command, O Father,
  We remember his death,
  We proclaim his resurrection,
  We await his coming in glory;

 And we o�er our sacri�ce of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, 
 this bread and this wine.

O come, O come, great Lord of  might,
who to thy tribes on Sinai's height
in ancient times didst give the law,
in cloud, and majesty, and awe.

O come, thou Branch of  Jesse's tree,
free them from Satan’s tyranny
that trust thy mighty power to save,
and give them victory o'er the grave. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.



 We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the 
 Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacri�ce, that we may be 
 acceptable through him, being sancti�ed by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection 
 under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with St. John and all your saints, we may enter 
 the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the �rstborn of all creation, 
 the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

 By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, 
 now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray: 
 Our Father, who art in heaven,  hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
 heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against  
 us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
 glory forever and ever. Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacri�ced for us;
People  �erefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Celebrant �e Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed 
  on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION (For live stream participants)
 Faithful God, in the wonder of your wisdom and love you fed your people in the wilderness with the bread of 
 angels, and you sent Jesus to be the bread of life. �ough I cannot consume these gifts of bread and wine, I 
 thank you that I have received the sacrament of Christ’s presence, the forgiveness of sins, and all other bene�ts
 of Christ’s passion. By the power of the Holy Spirit, may I be renewed to love and to serve; through Jesus
 Christ our Savior. Amen.

THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE SACRAMENT    BCP p. 365 
 All baptized Christians are welcome to receive communion. To receive the bread, place one hand over the other with palms facing 
 upward. To indicate that you would like to receive a blessing instead, cross arms over chest. Please let Fr. Ripp or Rev. Lucy know if  
 you would like to receive a gluten free wafer.

COMMUNION MUSIC | All the Poor and Powerless (5881130) David Leonard, Leslie Jordan Ian Flores

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  BCP p. 365
 Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus 
 Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the 
 world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
 through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING 
 May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your path; and the blessing 
 of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN | Go Tell It on the Mountain  Hymn 99
 THE DISMISSAL   BCP p. 366
Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People  �anks be to God. 

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH | Hope - Love - Joy - Peace
 Today is the Second Sunday of Advent, and we light two candles on our Advent wreath, which helps us mark time 
 as we prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ. �e candle we light today symbolizes the love of God incarnate 
 in Christ Jesus. 

 Lighting of  the first and second candles.
 Let us pray.
 O God who draws near to us, nurture in our hearts the love you have revealed to us in Christ Jesus. Help us to 
 watch and pray with expectation as we prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ. Amen. 

OPENING HYMN | Lo! He Comes, With Clouds Descending Hymn 58
OPENING ACCLAMATION  BCP p. 355 
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

GLORIA | O come, O come, Emmanuel Hymn 56
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY  BCP p. 211
Celebrant �e Lord be with you.  
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: 
 Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ 
 our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

THE MYSTERIOUS ANIMAL | Children’s Christmas Pageant
�e Mysterious Animal by Gwynne Watkins | A Beat By Beat Play | www.bbbpress.com
Scene 1  A small inn and stable outside the city of Bethlehem 
  Song: Away in a Manger                          
  Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, Solo, Ally 
  the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
  The stars in the sky looked down where he lay,
  the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

  The cattle are lowing, the poor baby awakes, 
  but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.
  I love thee, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky,
  and stay by my cradle ‘til morning is nigh.

  Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay Solo, Ally 
  close by me forever and love me, I pray.
  Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
  and take us to heaven to live with thee there.

Scene 2   �e animals discover the mysterious animal. 
  �e innkeeper and guest arrive.

Scene 3   Shepherds, one lamb and one angel arrive.
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Scene 4   A Host of Angels and Wise Men
  Song: Angels We Have Heard on High  

  Gloria, Gloria, Gloria, Gloria

  Angels we have heard on high, Solo, Madelyn 
  sweetly singing o'er the plains,
  and the mountains in reply
  echoing their joyous strains. [Refrain]

  Refrain:
  Gloria in excelsis Deo,
  gloria in excelsis Deo.

  Shepherds, why this jubilee?
  Why your joyous strains prolong?
  What the gladsome tidings be
  which inspire your heav'nly song? [Refrain]

   
  Song: We �ree Kings  Congregation

  We three kings of  Orient are;
  bearing gifts we traverse afar,
  field and fountain, moor and mountain,
  following yonder star.

  Refrain:
  O star of  wonder, star of  night,
  star with royal beauty bright,
  westward leading, still proceeding,
  guide us to thy perfect light.

  Born a King on Bethlehem's plain,
  gold I bring to crown him again,   
  King forever, ceasing never,
  over us all to reign. [Refrain]

Scene 5  Mary Speaks
  Song: �e First Noel 

THE PEACE 
Celebrant �e peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS                                             

OFFERTORY MUSIC | How Deep the Father’s Love (1558110) Stuart Townsend   Ian Flores

DOXOLOGY  Hymn 380 v. 3  
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below:  
 Praise him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING | Eucharistic Prayer B  BCP p. 367
Celebrant �e Lord be with you.
People   And also with you.
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.
People   We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People   It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
  Creator of heaven and earth.

 Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; 
 that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice 
 to behold his appearing.
  �erefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who 
 for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

SANCTUS  Hymn S-130 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of  power and might, 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of  power and might, 
 Heaven and earth are full of  your glory. 

(The people stand or kneel.) 
 We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the 
 calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made �esh, 
 Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and 
 Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, 
 you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

 On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: �is is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
 remembrance of me."

 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this,
 all of you: �is is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
 Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."

 �erefore, according to his command, O Father,
  We remember his death,
  We proclaim his resurrection,
  We await his coming in glory;

 And we o�er our sacri�ce of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, 
 this bread and this wine.

   Frankincense to offer have I;
   incense owns a Deity nigh;
   prayer and praising, voices raising,
   worship Him, God most high. [Refrain]

   Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume
   breathes a life of  gathering gloom;
   sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying,
   sealed in the stone-cold tomb. [Refrain]

   Glorious now behold him arise;
   King and God and sacrifice:
   Heaven sings alleluia,
   Alleluia the earth replies [Refrain]

The First Noel the angels did say
Was to certain poor shepherds 
in fields where they lay;
Where in fields they lay, keeping their sheep,
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep.

Refrain: Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel,
Born is the King of  Israel.

They looked up and saw a star
Shining in the east beyond them far, 
And to the earth it gave great light,
And so it continued both day and night.
[Refrain]

And by the light of  that same star
Three wise men came from country far;
To seek for a king was their intent,
And to follow the star wherever it went.
[Refrain]

This star drew nigh to the northwest,
O’er Bethlehem it took its rest,
And there it did both stop and stay
Right over the place where Jesus lay.
[Refrain]

Then entered in those wise men three,
Fell reverently upon their knee;
And offered there in His presence,
Their gold and myrrh and frankincense.
[Refrain]

Then let us all with one accord
Sing praises to our heavenly Lord;
That hath made heaven and earth of  naught,
And with his blood mankind hath bought.
[Refrain]

   Come to Bethlehem and see
   him whose birth the angels sing;
   come, adore on bended knee
   Christ the Lord, the newborn King. [Refrain]



 We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the 
 Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacri�ce, that we may be 
 acceptable through him, being sancti�ed by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection 
 under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with St. John and all your saints, we may enter 
 the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the �rstborn of all creation, 
 the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

 By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, 
 now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray: 
 Our Father, who art in heaven,  hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
 heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against  
 us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
 glory forever and ever. Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacri�ced for us;
People  �erefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Celebrant �e Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed 
  on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION (For live stream participants)
 Faithful God, in the wonder of your wisdom and love you fed your people in the wilderness with the bread of 
 angels, and you sent Jesus to be the bread of life. �ough I cannot consume these gifts of bread and wine, I 
 thank you that I have received the sacrament of Christ’s presence, the forgiveness of sins, and all other bene�ts
 of Christ’s passion. By the power of the Holy Spirit, may I be renewed to love and to serve; through Jesus
 Christ our Savior. Amen.

THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE SACRAMENT    BCP p. 365 
 All baptized Christians are welcome to receive communion. To receive the bread, place one hand over the other with palms facing 
 upward. To indicate that you would like to receive a blessing instead, cross arms over chest. Please let Fr. Ripp or Rev. Lucy know if  
 you would like to receive a gluten free wafer.

COMMUNION MUSIC | All the Poor and Powerless (5881130) David Leonard, Leslie Jordan Ian Flores

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  BCP p. 365
 Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus 
 Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the 
 world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
 through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING 
 May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your path; and the blessing 
 of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN | Go Tell It on the Mountain  Hymn 99
 THE DISMISSAL   BCP p. 366
Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People  �anks be to God. 

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH | Hope - Love - Joy - Peace
 Today is the Second Sunday of Advent, and we light two candles on our Advent wreath, which helps us mark time 
 as we prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ. �e candle we light today symbolizes the love of God incarnate 
 in Christ Jesus. 

 Lighting of  the first and second candles.
 Let us pray.
 O God who draws near to us, nurture in our hearts the love you have revealed to us in Christ Jesus. Help us to 
 watch and pray with expectation as we prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ. Amen. 

OPENING HYMN | Lo! He Comes, With Clouds Descending Hymn 58
OPENING ACCLAMATION  BCP p. 355 
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

GLORIA | O come, O come, Emmanuel Hymn 56
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY  BCP p. 211
Celebrant �e Lord be with you.  
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: 
 Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ 
 our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

THE MYSTERIOUS ANIMAL | Children’s Christmas Pageant
�e Mysterious Animal by Gwynne Watkins | A Beat By Beat Play | www.bbbpress.com
Scene 1  A small inn and stable outside the city of Bethlehem 
  Song: Away in a Manger                          
  Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, Solo, Ally 
  the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
  The stars in the sky looked down where he lay,
  the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

  The cattle are lowing, the poor baby awakes, 
  but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.
  I love thee, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky,
  and stay by my cradle ‘til morning is nigh.

  Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay Solo, Ally 
  close by me forever and love me, I pray.
  Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
  and take us to heaven to live with thee there.

Scene 2   �e animals discover the mysterious animal. 
  �e innkeeper and guest arrive.

Scene 3   Shepherds, one lamb and one angel arrive.
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Scene 4   A Host of Angels and Wise Men
  Song: Angels We Have Heard on High  

  Gloria, Gloria, Gloria, Gloria

  Angels we have heard on high, Solo, Madelyn 
  sweetly singing o'er the plains,
  and the mountains in reply
  echoing their joyous strains. [Refrain]

  Refrain:
  Gloria in excelsis Deo,
  gloria in excelsis Deo.

  Shepherds, why this jubilee?
  Why your joyous strains prolong?
  What the gladsome tidings be
  which inspire your heav'nly song? [Refrain]

   
  Song: We �ree Kings  Congregation

  We three kings of  Orient are;
  bearing gifts we traverse afar,
  field and fountain, moor and mountain,
  following yonder star.

  Refrain:
  O star of  wonder, star of  night,
  star with royal beauty bright,
  westward leading, still proceeding,
  guide us to thy perfect light.

  Born a King on Bethlehem's plain,
  gold I bring to crown him again,   
  King forever, ceasing never,
  over us all to reign. [Refrain]

Scene 5  Mary Speaks
  Song: �e First Noel 

THE PEACE 
Celebrant �e peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS                                             

OFFERTORY MUSIC | How Deep the Father’s Love (1558110) Stuart Townsend   Ian Flores

DOXOLOGY  Hymn 380 v. 3  
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below:  
 Praise him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING | Eucharistic Prayer B  BCP p. 367
Celebrant �e Lord be with you.
People   And also with you.
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.
People   We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People   It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
  Creator of heaven and earth.

 Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; 
 that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice 
 to behold his appearing.
  �erefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who 
 for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

SANCTUS  Hymn S-130 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of  power and might, 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of  power and might, 
 Heaven and earth are full of  your glory. 

(The people stand or kneel.) 
 We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the 
 calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made �esh, 
 Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and 
 Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, 
 you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

 On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: �is is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
 remembrance of me."

 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this,
 all of you: �is is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
 Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."

 �erefore, according to his command, O Father,
  We remember his death,
  We proclaim his resurrection,
  We await his coming in glory;

 And we o�er our sacri�ce of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, 
 this bread and this wine.

Water, You turned into wine
Opened the eyes of  the blind
There's no one like You
None like You

Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of  the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.



 We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the 
 Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacri�ce, that we may be 
 acceptable through him, being sancti�ed by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection 
 under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with St. John and all your saints, we may enter 
 the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the �rstborn of all creation, 
 the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

 By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, 
 now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray: 
 Our Father, who art in heaven,  hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
 heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against  
 us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
 glory forever and ever. Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacri�ced for us;
People  �erefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Celebrant �e Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed 
  on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION (For live stream participants)
 Faithful God, in the wonder of your wisdom and love you fed your people in the wilderness with the bread of 
 angels, and you sent Jesus to be the bread of life. �ough I cannot consume these gifts of bread and wine, I 
 thank you that I have received the sacrament of Christ’s presence, the forgiveness of sins, and all other bene�ts
 of Christ’s passion. By the power of the Holy Spirit, may I be renewed to love and to serve; through Jesus
 Christ our Savior. Amen.

THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE SACRAMENT    BCP p. 365 
 All baptized Christians are welcome to receive communion. To receive the bread, place one hand over the other with palms facing 
 upward. To indicate that you would like to receive a blessing instead, cross arms over chest. Please let Fr. Ripp or Rev. Lucy know if  
 you would like to receive a gluten free wafer.

COMMUNION MUSIC | All the Poor and Powerless (5881130) David Leonard, Leslie Jordan Ian Flores

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  BCP p. 365
 Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus 
 Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the 
 world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
 through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING 
 May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your path; and the blessing 
 of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN | Go Tell It on the Mountain  Hymn 99
 THE DISMISSAL   BCP p. 366
Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People  �anks be to God. 

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH | Hope - Love - Joy - Peace
 Today is the Second Sunday of Advent, and we light two candles on our Advent wreath, which helps us mark time 
 as we prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ. �e candle we light today symbolizes the love of God incarnate 
 in Christ Jesus. 

 Lighting of  the first and second candles.
 Let us pray.
 O God who draws near to us, nurture in our hearts the love you have revealed to us in Christ Jesus. Help us to 
 watch and pray with expectation as we prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ. Amen. 

OPENING HYMN | Lo! He Comes, With Clouds Descending Hymn 58
OPENING ACCLAMATION  BCP p. 355 
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

GLORIA | O come, O come, Emmanuel Hymn 56
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY  BCP p. 211
Celebrant �e Lord be with you.  
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: 
 Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ 
 our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

THE MYSTERIOUS ANIMAL | Children’s Christmas Pageant
�e Mysterious Animal by Gwynne Watkins | A Beat By Beat Play | www.bbbpress.com
Scene 1  A small inn and stable outside the city of Bethlehem 
  Song: Away in a Manger                          
  Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, Solo, Ally 
  the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
  The stars in the sky looked down where he lay,
  the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

  The cattle are lowing, the poor baby awakes, 
  but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.
  I love thee, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky,
  and stay by my cradle ‘til morning is nigh.

  Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay Solo, Ally 
  close by me forever and love me, I pray.
  Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
  and take us to heaven to live with thee there.

Scene 2   �e animals discover the mysterious animal. 
  �e innkeeper and guest arrive.

Scene 3   Shepherds, one lamb and one angel arrive.
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Scene 4   A Host of Angels and Wise Men
  Song: Angels We Have Heard on High  

  Gloria, Gloria, Gloria, Gloria

  Angels we have heard on high, Solo, Madelyn 
  sweetly singing o'er the plains,
  and the mountains in reply
  echoing their joyous strains. [Refrain]

  Refrain:
  Gloria in excelsis Deo,
  gloria in excelsis Deo.

  Shepherds, why this jubilee?
  Why your joyous strains prolong?
  What the gladsome tidings be
  which inspire your heav'nly song? [Refrain]

   
  Song: We �ree Kings  Congregation

  We three kings of  Orient are;
  bearing gifts we traverse afar,
  field and fountain, moor and mountain,
  following yonder star.

  Refrain:
  O star of  wonder, star of  night,
  star with royal beauty bright,
  westward leading, still proceeding,
  guide us to thy perfect light.

  Born a King on Bethlehem's plain,
  gold I bring to crown him again,   
  King forever, ceasing never,
  over us all to reign. [Refrain]

Scene 5  Mary Speaks
  Song: �e First Noel 

THE PEACE 
Celebrant �e peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS                                             

OFFERTORY MUSIC | How Deep the Father’s Love (1558110) Stuart Townsend   Ian Flores

DOXOLOGY  Hymn 380 v. 3  
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below:  
 Praise him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING | Eucharistic Prayer B  BCP p. 367
Celebrant �e Lord be with you.
People   And also with you.
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.
People   We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People   It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
  Creator of heaven and earth.

 Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; 
 that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice 
 to behold his appearing.
  �erefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who 
 for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

SANCTUS  Hymn S-130 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of  power and might, 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of  power and might, 
 Heaven and earth are full of  your glory. 

(The people stand or kneel.) 
 We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the 
 calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made �esh, 
 Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and 
 Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, 
 you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

 On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: �is is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
 remembrance of me."

 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this,
 all of you: �is is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
 Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."

 �erefore, according to his command, O Father,
  We remember his death,
  We proclaim his resurrection,
  We await his coming in glory;

 And we o�er our sacri�ce of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, 
 this bread and this wine.

He is jealous for me,
Love's like a hurricane, I am a tree,
Bending beneath the weight of  His wind and mercy.
When all of  a sudden,
I am unaware of  these afflictions eclipsed by glory,
And I realize just how beautiful You are,
And how great Your affections are for me.

And, oh, how He loves us, oh,
Oh, how He loves us,
How He loves us all.



 We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the 
 Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacri�ce, that we may be 
 acceptable through him, being sancti�ed by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection 
 under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with St. John and all your saints, we may enter 
 the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the �rstborn of all creation, 
 the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

 By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, 
 now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray: 
 Our Father, who art in heaven,  hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
 heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against  
 us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
 glory forever and ever. Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacri�ced for us;
People  �erefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Celebrant �e Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed 
  on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION (For live stream participants)
 Faithful God, in the wonder of your wisdom and love you fed your people in the wilderness with the bread of 
 angels, and you sent Jesus to be the bread of life. �ough I cannot consume these gifts of bread and wine, I 
 thank you that I have received the sacrament of Christ’s presence, the forgiveness of sins, and all other bene�ts
 of Christ’s passion. By the power of the Holy Spirit, may I be renewed to love and to serve; through Jesus
 Christ our Savior. Amen.

THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE SACRAMENT    BCP p. 365 
 All baptized Christians are welcome to receive communion. To receive the bread, place one hand over the other with palms facing 
 upward. To indicate that you would like to receive a blessing instead, cross arms over chest. Please let Fr. Ripp or Rev. Lucy know if  
 you would like to receive a gluten free wafer.

COMMUNION MUSIC | All the Poor and Powerless (5881130) David Leonard, Leslie Jordan Ian Flores

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  BCP p. 365
 Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus 
 Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the 
 world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
 through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING 
 May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your path; and the blessing 
 of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN | Go Tell It on the Mountain  Hymn 99
 THE DISMISSAL   BCP p. 366
Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People  �anks be to God. 

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH | Hope - Love - Joy - Peace
 Today is the Second Sunday of Advent, and we light two candles on our Advent wreath, which helps us mark time 
 as we prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ. �e candle we light today symbolizes the love of God incarnate 
 in Christ Jesus. 

 Lighting of  the first and second candles.
 Let us pray.
 O God who draws near to us, nurture in our hearts the love you have revealed to us in Christ Jesus. Help us to 
 watch and pray with expectation as we prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ. Amen. 

OPENING HYMN | Lo! He Comes, With Clouds Descending Hymn 58
OPENING ACCLAMATION  BCP p. 355 
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

GLORIA | O come, O come, Emmanuel Hymn 56
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY  BCP p. 211
Celebrant �e Lord be with you.  
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: 
 Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ 
 our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

THE MYSTERIOUS ANIMAL | Children’s Christmas Pageant
�e Mysterious Animal by Gwynne Watkins | A Beat By Beat Play | www.bbbpress.com
Scene 1  A small inn and stable outside the city of Bethlehem 
  Song: Away in a Manger                          
  Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, Solo, Ally 
  the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
  The stars in the sky looked down where he lay,
  the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

  The cattle are lowing, the poor baby awakes, 
  but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.
  I love thee, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky,
  and stay by my cradle ‘til morning is nigh.

  Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay Solo, Ally 
  close by me forever and love me, I pray.
  Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
  and take us to heaven to live with thee there.

Scene 2   �e animals discover the mysterious animal. 
  �e innkeeper and guest arrive.

Scene 3   Shepherds, one lamb and one angel arrive.

Scene 4   A Host of Angels and Wise Men
  Song: Angels We Have Heard on High  

  Gloria, Gloria, Gloria, Gloria

  Angels we have heard on high, Solo, Madelyn 
  sweetly singing o'er the plains,
  and the mountains in reply
  echoing their joyous strains. [Refrain]

  Refrain:
  Gloria in excelsis Deo,
  gloria in excelsis Deo.

  Shepherds, why this jubilee?
  Why your joyous strains prolong?
  What the gladsome tidings be
  which inspire your heav'nly song? [Refrain]

   
  Song: We �ree Kings  Congregation

  We three kings of  Orient are;
  bearing gifts we traverse afar,
  field and fountain, moor and mountain,
  following yonder star.

  Refrain:
  O star of  wonder, star of  night,
  star with royal beauty bright,
  westward leading, still proceeding,
  guide us to thy perfect light.

  Born a King on Bethlehem's plain,
  gold I bring to crown him again,   
  King forever, ceasing never,
  over us all to reign. [Refrain]

Scene 5  Mary Speaks
  Song: �e First Noel 

THE PEACE 
Celebrant �e peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS                                             

OFFERTORY MUSIC | How Deep the Father’s Love (1558110) Stuart Townsend   Ian Flores

DOXOLOGY  Hymn 380 v. 3  
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below:  
 Praise him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING | Eucharistic Prayer B  BCP p. 367
Celebrant �e Lord be with you.
People   And also with you.
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.
People   We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People   It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
  Creator of heaven and earth.

 Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; 
 that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice 
 to behold his appearing.
  �erefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who 
 for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

SANCTUS  Hymn S-130 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of  power and might, 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of  power and might, 
 Heaven and earth are full of  your glory. 

(The people stand or kneel.) 
 We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the 
 calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made �esh, 
 Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and 
 Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, 
 you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

 On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: �is is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
 remembrance of me."

 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this,
 all of you: �is is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
 Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."

 �erefore, according to his command, O Father,
  We remember his death,
  We proclaim his resurrection,
  We await his coming in glory;

 And we o�er our sacri�ce of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, 
 this bread and this wine.
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Sunday School & Adult Christian Education on Sundays | Continues at 10 a.m.
       Youth Sunday School is not meeting today. �e group is returning from a camping trip! 
       Bible in 90 Days with Adrian & Jim will meet in the downstairs Conference Room (near o�ces)
       Prepare the Way with Karen Fulton will meet in the Music / Multipurpose Room

Poinsettias are coming! Order by December 19
Poinsettias will adorn the altar beginning Christmas Eve and can be picked up after the 11 a.m. service 
on December 26 or the week following under the awning on the Marguerite Street side of the church. 
Order yours for $10 a plant. Make checks payable to “St. John’s” with “Poinsettias” in the memo. Place 
form and payment in the o�ertory plate on Sunday or drop in the church mailbox at your convenience.

Youth Shopping for Blue/Green Santa | Today after the 11 a.m. Service
�e Youth Group is going to lunch before shopping at Target for gifts to donate to Blue/Green Santa. 
Contact Hannah for more details!

Community Arts Program Recital | Today at 4 p.m. in the Sanctuary
Our Community Arts Program students are ready to show o� what they have learned and practiced all 
semester. Come support their e�orts and enjoy an afternoon of talented youth musicians. 

Advent Journey continues until January 6
During the seasons of Advent and Christmas, we invite you to make your way from painting to painting 
along Guenther Street, re�ect on the scriptural inspiration, and join Mary, the angels, and the shepherds 
as they are �lled with awe, wonder, and praise in this holy season. Visit stjohnsnb.com/adventjourney 
for more information & to view a re�ection guide.

Blue Christmas Healing Service | December 7 at 6:30 p.m.
While Advent and Christmas are joyful seasons of hope and good news, this time of year can also be 
di�cult for many reasons. Blue Christmas services provide us space to acknowledge “blue” feelings 
during the Advent and Christmas seasons. �is special Healing Service is intended to be a time in 
which loss, grief, and loneliness can be named and acknowledged in community, while creating the 
space for God to enter in and bring comfort and healing.

Lunch Bunch | December 8 at 11 a.m. at Huisache Grill
Anyone is welcome to join for a time of fellowship. Please call Pam Bennett at (830) 730-0421 to RSVP. 

Blue & Green Santa Programs
Today is the last day to donate to support the NB Police & Comal County Sheri� Departments' Blue 
& Green Santa Programs. We are collecting new, unwrapped toys and $25 gift cards outside the 
Narthex. Gift cards should be placed in an envelope before placing in the bin or in the o�ering plate.

Lessons & Carols | December 19 at both services | Potluck Brunch at 10 a.m.
We will hear through Scripture readings and beautiful music by our choir and guest instrumentalists 
the story of God’s loving purpose in the world and celebrate the coming of Christ. Prepare your hearts 
for Christmas with this special service of word and song titled, “Everlasting Light.” 

Christmas Eve Schedule of Services | December 24 
3 p.m. Family Service with Children’s Homily
5 p.m. Family Service with Children’s Homily *
8 p.m. Traditional Service *
* �e 5 & 8 p.m. services will be live streamed on YouTube 

Advent & Christmas at St. John’s
Join us as we "prepare the way" for Christ. Visit stjohnsnb.com/preparetheway to see information 
about all we have planned for the season.

 

 

If you are a visitor or guest, we would love to connect with you! Please visit www.stjohnsnb.com/welcome
to �ll out a visitor card or email o�ce@stjohnsnb.com and Fr. Ripp or Rev. Lucy will contact you.

Updated Procedures for 
Worship & Gathering

• Masks are highly encouraged 
while indoors at St. John’s.

• �e CDC recommends that 
everyone 2 years of age or older 
who is not fully vaccinated 
should wear a mask in indoor 
public places. If you are fully 
vaccinated, the CDC recommends 
that in order to maximize 
protection from the Delta 
variant and prevent possibly 
spreading it to others, wear a 
mask indoors in public if you 
are in an area of substantial or 
high transmission.

• We trust that you will follow 
CDC recommendations and 
Diocesan guidelines to best 
honor yourself and your St. 
John’s family, especially children 
under 5 and others who are 
unable to be vaccinated.

• Communion in both kinds, 
bread and wine, is now being 
o�ered. We are o�ering the 
wine by intinction only at this 
time; if you choose to receive 
the wine, please sanitize your 
hands before coming forward. 
If you do not wish to receive 
the wine, please know that our 
tradition teaches that all of the 
spiritual bene�ts of Communion 
are present in the bread alone.

• If you test positive for 
Covid-19 after being on 
campus at St. John’s, we ask 
that you notify our rector Ripp 
Hardaway or senior warden 
Ann Amoroso so that we may 
take the appropriate steps to 
notify those potentially 
a�ected, while respecting your 
privacy. If you are having any 
symptoms, please help 
safeguard our shared 
community by staying home 
and participating online.


