
 

 

Sunday, March 5: 
First Sunday in Lent 
Communion Sunday 

 
Celebration Service 

8:30 am 
 

Sunday School  
9:40 am 

 
Traditional Worship 

11:00 am 
 
 

Sunday, March 12: 
Second Sunday in Lent 

Food Pantry Sunday 
 

Celebration Service 
8:30 am 

 
Sunday School 

9:40 am 
 

Traditional Worship 
11:00 am 
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                                       Ash Wednesday 
 
 
Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, 
“Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!”  And the people 
of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great 
and small, put on sackcloth.  When the news reached the king of 
Nineveh, he rose from his throne, removed his robe, covered himself 
with sackcloth, and sat in ashes.  (Jonah 3:4-6) 
 

Ash Wednesday, March 1, marks the beginning of the Lenten season. Lent is a time when 
Christians around the world begin personal and congregational preparations for Easter by 
observing a period of self-examination, fasting, repentance, moderation, service, prayer, 
scripture reading, or other spiritual discipline over a forty-day period (not counting 
Sundays). 
 

Ash Wednesday, in particular, emphasizes two themes: our sinfulness before God and our 
human mortality.  
 

During our Ash Wednesday, March 1, worship service at 7 pm, worshippers will have the 
opportunity to have the sign of the cross drawn with ashes on their foreheads or on the back 
of their hands.  These ashes, which come from the burned fronds of previous Palm Sundays, 
remind us of mortality and repentance, of good intentions and failed commitments, just like 
they did for the people of Nineveh. However, the sign of the cross reminds us that Jesus has 
triumphed over our sin, our failures, and even death through his resurrection!  Ash 
Wednesday is a service of hope and healing.  I hope you can join us. 
 

Grace and peace, 

Kevin 
PS:  There is still time to join our all-church “Wesleyan Way” Lenten study on Wednesdays at 
2 pm and Sundays at 9:40 am.  Please join us! 
 

In January 2017, the St. Stephen’s Church Council voted unanimously and 
enthusiastically to join the VCI process through our annual conference.  The 
purpose of the Vibrant Church Initiative (VCI) is to provide resources, 
facilitation and strategies to church pastors, staff and laity so that St. Stephen’s 
can get better at reaching new people for Christ and becoming the church God 
calls us to be in our community. 

A Message from the Pastor 

The Fellowship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Kevin preaches at The Fellowship contemporary evening service on February 26.  



 

 

THE EVANGEL Vol. 22 Issue 5, March 3, 2017 (USPS 019-947) is 
published bi-weekly free of charge to subscribers by St. Stephen’s 
United Methodist Church, 2003 West 43rd St., Houston, TX 77018-
3009.  Periodicals postage paid at Houston, TX.  POSTMASTER:  
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                     Evangel  Deadlines    

2 Attendance and Contributions at St. Stephen’s: 

Publication Date  News Deadline 
March 17  Noon, Monday, March 13 
March 31  Noon, Monday, March 27 
 

Send articles to maryellen@stsumc.org or call the church office. 

Mil estones  

 8:30 am 11:00 am Sunday School Operating Building Missions/ 
Communion 

Other Fundraiser 

February 19 55 163 125 $7,126.51 $145.00 __ $40.41 — 

February 26 
 

58 145 133 $5,711.50 $190.00 __ $224.20 __ 

From the S t .  S teph en’s Fou nd ation Committee  

                                                                                                          Welcome, New Members! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

                                                                    The Season of Lent 
 

Lent is a time of self-examination and preparation for Christ’s miraculous rebirth at Easter. It is also a good 
opportunity to think about stewardship and the financial needs of our church and other causes close to your heart. 

What can you do to help support these missions? Our financial partner, Heartspring Methodist Foundation, can help with creative ways to 
meet your charitable goals. Reach them at 713-533-3780, 1-800-521-9617 or office@heartspringmethodist.org.  

                       In Memory 
 

We extend our prayers and sympathy to the 
following families who have lost loved ones:   

 

The family of Mildred Holley Stedman, who passed away February 
16, 2017. A graveside service was held for Mildred on February 22 
at Brookside Memorial Park Cemetery. Billy and Jean Stephens, 
and their family, upon the death of Jean’s nephew, William Reed, 
on February 19, 2017. Funeral services for William were held on 
February 25 in Clear Lake. John and Alisa Tackett, and their 
family, upon the death of John’s grandmother, Jo Ellen Coker, on 
February 21, 2017. A graveside service was held for Jo Ellen on 
February 24 in Broken Arrow, Oklahoma. Patricia Creed and her 
family upon the death of her son’s father-in-law, Bill Hayden. A 
service was held for him this week in Massachusetts. Nancy Craft 
and family upon the death of her sister-in-law, Geneva Carter. A 
graveside service was held in Houston on February 28.  Caroline 
Reaves and family upon the death of Bill Reaves on February 27. 
Funeral services for Bill were pending at the time this publication 
was printed.  

Ed and Linda Bradley joined St. Stephen’s by transfer 
of membership from Old River Terrace United Methodist 
Church in Channelview on February 26, 2017. Here is 
their new address, so that you can welcome them back: 
 

4000 West 34th St, Apt. #89, Houston, Texas 77092 
Ed’s Cell: 713-301-4658    Linda’s Cell: 713-302-8992 

Email: brad749@sbcglobal.net 

Jennifer Pratts joined St. Stephen’s by profession of 
faith on February 12, 2017. Here is Jennifer’s contact 
information, so that you can welcome here personally: 
 

1333 Candlelight Ln, Houston, Texas 77018 
Home Phone: 281-827-0697 

Email: theprattsy@gmail.com 

         Letter of Thanks from CarePartners                               
 

January 30, 2017 
 

The Gathering Place Care Team at St. Stephen’s has reached its 
two year milestone serving individuals experiencing memory loss. 
The care recipients and caregivers alike have been blessed by the 
friendship and support that the servants of St. Stephen’s provide 
each month. Family caregivers can leave their loved one at The 
Gathering knowing that they are in a safe place where they will be 
encouraged and understood. The caregivers are especially 
thankful to have a chance to rest and take care of practical needs. 
 

Since the inception of the Care Team in February 2015, the 
volunteer care team from St. Stephen’s has given 4,618.5 hours in 
their service with CarePartners, and have served a total of 53 care 
partners and their family caregivers.  We are so thankful for the 
ministry of St. Stephen’s UMC and your partnership with us, and 
look forward to many more years of service together! 
 

 Monica Holiday, 
Care Team Coordinator 



 

 

St. Stephen’s UMC—Calendar of Events  

Thursday, March 9 (cont.): 
6:15 pm—Handbell Choir Practice (Room 101) 
7:30 pm—Chancel Choir Practice (Choir Room) 
 

Friday, March 10: 
6:00 am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast  (Denny’s @ 34th & 290) 
 

Saturday, March 11: 
8:00 pm—Narcotics Anonymous Support Group (Scout House) 
 

Sunday, March 12: 
Second Sunday in Lent 
Food Pantry Sunday 
Daylight Saving Time Begins 
7:30 am—Sonrise (Celebration Service) Choir Practice (Sanctuary) 
8:30 am—Celebration Service (Sanctuary) 
9:40 am—Sunday School for Children, Youth & Adults (Education Bldg) 
11:00 am—Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 
12:00 pm—United Methodist Women Meeting (Fellowship Hall) 
12:15 am—Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group Meeting (Youth Room 205) 
12:15 pm—Radical Hospitality Ministry Team Meeting (Room 101) 
12:30 pm—COVENANT Bible Study (Church Library) 
1:00 pm—Disciple II Bible Study (Room 201) 
 

Monday, March 13: 
Spring Break Week for HISD and Johnson School Students 
10:00 am—The Gathering Place (Fellowship Hall) 
11:40 am—Staff Prayer (Sanctuary) 
12:00 pm—Deadline to Turn in Articles for March 17 Evangel 
                      (Send to maryellen@stsumc.org or call the church office.) 
6:30 pm—Delta Kappa Gamma Meeting (Holy Grounds Cafe ) 
7:00 pm—Boy Scout Troop 604 Meeting (Scout House) 
 

Tuesday, March 14: 
9:30 am—Line Dancing Class (Fellowship Hall) 
6:30 pm—GriefShare Grief Support Meeting (Room 201) 
7:00 pm—Finance Ministry Team Meeting (Room 101) 
7:30 pm—Sea Scouts Ship 24 Meeting (Scout House) 
 

Wednesday, March 15: 
6:00 am—Men’s Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 
9:30 am—Senior Games (Fellowship Hall/Bring a sack lunch.) 
9:30 am—Hope Mission Group Meeting (Room 112) 
2:00 pm—The Wesleyan Way Study (Room 101) 
 

Thursday, March 16: 
10:00 am—Prayer Shawl Ministry Meeting (Room 112) 
6:30 pm—SEAL Security Meeting (Church Library) 
7:30 pm—Chancel Choir Practice (Choir Room) 
 

Friday, March 17: 
St. Patrick’s Day 
6:00 am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Denny’s @ 34th & 290) 
 
 
 
 

Friday, March 3: 
Boy Scout Troop 604 at District Camporee 
6:00 am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Denny’s @ 34th & 290) 
10:00 am—Bus leaves St. Stephen’s for Solitaires Trip to Alvin, Texas 
 

Saturday, March 4: 
Troop 604 at District Camporee 
8:00 am—Church Outdoor Workday 
11:30 am—Red Hats Luncheon (Juanita’s Mexican Restaurant,  
                       2728 West T C Jester) 
8:00 pm—Narcotics Anonymous Support Group (Scout House) 
 

Sunday, March 5: 
First Sunday in Lent 
Communion Sunday  
Troop 604 at District Camporee 
7:30 am—Sonrise (Celebration Service) Choir Practice (Sanctuary) 
8:30 am—Celebration Worship Service (Sanctuary) 
9:40am—Sunday School for Children, Youth & Adults (Education Bldg) 
11:00 am—Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 
11:00 am—Children’s Worship Service (Room 101) 
12:15 pm—Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group Meeting (Youth Room 205) 
12:30 pm—COVENANT Bible Study (Church Library) 
1:00 pm—Disciple II Bible Study (Room 201) 
4:30 pm—Empowered to Connect Parent Training (Room 201) 
 

Monday, March 6: 
10:00 am—Senior Adult Council Meeting (Room 201) 
11:40 am—Staff Prayer (Sanctuary) 
7:00 pm—Heights Young Life Meeting (Fellowship Hall) 
7:00 pm—Boy Scouts Troop 604 Meeting (Scout House) 
 

Tuesday, March 7: 
9:00 am—Johnson Memorial School Classes (Education Building) 
9:30 am—Line Dancing Class (Fellowship Hall) 
945 am—First Corinthians Women’s Bible Study (Room 201) 
1:00 pm—Johnson School Dance Class  (Room 106) 
6:30 pm—GriefShare Grief Support Group (Room 201) 
7:30 pm—Sea Scouts Ship 24 Meeting  (Scout House) 
 

Wednesday, March 8: 
6:00 am—Men’s Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 
9:00 am—Johnson Memorial School Classes (Education Building) 
9:30 am—Senior Games (Fellowship Hall/Bring a sack lunch.) 
10:00 am—Homebound Visitation (Room 101) 
1:00 pm—Johnson School Stay-N-Play (Church Library/Fellowship Hall) 
2:00 pm—The Wesleyan Way Study (Room 101) 
6:00 pm—Sonrise (Celebration Service) Choir Practice (Sanctuary) 
7:00 pm—Education Ministry Team Meeting (Room 112) 
 

Thursday, March 9: 
9:00 am—Johnson Memorial School Classes (Education Building) 
11:00 am—VIPs Luncheon (Fellowship Hall) 
1:00 pm—Johnson School Gymnastics (Fellowship Hall) 
1:15 pm—Office/Program Staff Meeting (Room 101) 
6:00 pm—Girl Scouts Meeting (Room 113) 
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                                 Daylight Saving Time 
 

Daylight Saving Time begins Sunday, March 12, at 
2:00 a.m. Don’t forget to set your clocks ahead 1 hour 
before you go to bed the night before.  

                         VIPs Luncheon 
 

The VIPs welcome adults age 50 and better to join us 
for our monthly luncheon Thursday, March 9, in the 
fellowship hall.  A short business meeting begins at 

11:00 a.m., followed by entertainment with the Sonshiners and a 
catered meal at noon. The cost is $10 per person. Please RSVP to 
Barbara Johnson at 713-686-6116 no later than Monday, March 6.  

                    Food Pantry Sunday 
 

The second Sunday of each month is Food Pantry Sunday at 
St. Stephen’s. March 12 is our next Food Pantry Sunday. 
Please bring donations of non-perishable food to the 
basket in the Narthex marked MANNA (Ministry Alliance of the Near 
Northwest Area). The food will be delivered to MANNA’s food pantry to 
be given to needy families in our area.  

                       Defensive Driving  
St. Stephen’s will host a Defensive Driving Course, 
sponsored by AARP, Monday, March 20, from 9:00 a.m.-
1:00 p.m. in our fellowship hall. The fee is $15 for AARP 
members, and $20 for non-AARP members. Please note 

that this course is for auto insurance discounts, not traffic ticket 
dismissal. Please RSVP to Florence Bowman at 713-682-4513.                                 



 

 

In  Ou r 
Prayers  

In  the 
Mil itary  Dirk Ray Jr., Allen Troth  

Prayer C oncerns  
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In  the 
Hospital  

M D Anderson—Rogers Roberts             Colonial Oaks Westchase—Anna Ruth Putnam (hospice)           
Legend Oaks Northwest —Elizabeth Dennard (rehab)           Memorial Hermann-Memorial City—Allyne Pollard 
Pathways Memory Care at Villa Toscana—Claytie Abrahams   Vosswood—Virginia Wells 

Mission and Volunteer Opportunities 

                                                                       Communion Offering for March  
 

Our Communion offering for the month of March will go to Books Between Kids, a non-profit organization founded in 2012 
to serve Houston’s at-risk children by providing them with books to build their own home libraries. About 85% of HISD’s 
elementary-aged children live at or below the poverty line. Research has shown that children growing up in homes without 
books, where books are considered a luxury, are less likely to complete a basic education than their peers who do have 

books available at home. Books Between Kids strives to change this scenario by collecting gently used books and distributing them to 
children in need. Please support Books Between Kids with your prayers and generous contributions. 
                                                                                                                   

                                                                            Church Outdoor Workday 

Our Church Outdoor Workday is this Saturday, March 4. Come and help us get our church grounds in top shape for Easter! 
We’ll begin at 8:00 a.m. with breakfast. The Trustees will also provide lunch for those who can stay until or past noon. There 
is a job for everyone, even if you are only able to do light gardening. Heavier tasks include work that needs to be done in the 
dumpster area; removing construction debris and installing sod around the new and old sign areas; in and around the 
flower beds, installing granite block, French drains and new soil; and checking exterior lights. Please bring your gardening 
tools. For more information, please contact Cindy St. Lawrence at 281-448-7772 or rps95@aol.com. 

                                                                      Run to Stop Human Trafficking 
               

Run, walk or donate! The Texas Annual Conference is inviting churches to a year-long campaign to raise awareness, raise 
funds and take action to fight human trafficking, a pervasive, modern day form of slavery. The Central South District is 
sponsoring Run Houston!, a run to help stop human trafficking, Saturday, April 1, at Minute Maid Park. The event will 
include a 10k, a 5k and a kids’ 1k run. All Central South District churches are invited to work together to raise $100,000 to 

help fund organizations that are doing incredible work locally, internationally and on the legislative and enforcement front to fight human 
trafficking. We would like to build a team from St. Stephen’s to participate in the run. Sign-up sheets are available in the Narthex (sanctuary 
foyer). Once you sign up, Mark McDavid, our Race Captain, will contact you for further details. For more information, please visit 
www.txcumc.org. 

It is Lent, already! The year is flying by, but this Lenten season let’s take some time to prioritize God in our lives. For forty 
days (from Ash Wednesday to Easter, excluding Sundays) it is a long standing tradition in many denominations to fast. 
Many people choose to fast from chocolate or soda. In past years I have chosen to fast from television or social media. The 
real purpose of fasting is to bring us closer to God by putting aside the things that might try to take our attentions away 
from Him or keep us from serving Him as we should. For some of us, that hindrance really is food, television, or social 
media. For others, we struggle with self-image, pride, envy, apathy, worry, stress and more! These are the more difficult 
things to overcome, but growth in these areas will help us reflect our Savior. 
 

This year, tensions are high in our country. People can’t seem to agree with one another about much of anything. Fear is running rampant 
in our cities and rural areas. I believe it is time for us, as the church, to be a shining example to those around us! In the church, we still have 
differences. We are not all of one political party, race, gender, or ability, and this is how God created us! We should rejoice in our 
differences, and show the rest of the world how to love one another despite of and because of our differences. So, I want to give up ‘the 
need to be right’ this Lent. I want to seek first to understand others before insisting they understand me. This will be difficult, I’m sure! 
What will you give up this Lent? Fear? Over commitment? Your comfort zone? Negativity? Let’s stretch ourselves as we reach toward our 
Creator this Lenten season, and we will need to pray for one another, because it won’t be easy!  
 

For a spectacular (and challenging) list of 40 things to give up for Lent please read this article by Rev. Phil Ressler:  https://
www.greaterthings.today/40-things-to-give-up-for-lent-the-list/  

                                                                                                 Notes from the Minister of Music 

Ed Abrahams, Dianne Alexander, Jim Alsup, Edie Anders, Jo Nell Ardis, John & Dorothy Artz, Chappie Ashburn, Ruth Austin, 
Betty Babin, Lanny Baker, Robert Baldwin, Carolyn Belk, Anita Bishop, Bill Borum, Paula Brady, Phyllis Briggs, Nancy Buck, 
Chappie Collins, Earl & Gloria Collins, Dorothy Cox, Nancy Craft & family upon the death of her sister-in-law, Geneva 
Carter; Patricia Creed & family upon the death of her son’s father-in-law, Bill Hayden; Margaret Demuth, Elva Duncan, 
Gerald Dupree, Camryn Eaton, Stephen & Brenda Edrozo, Cameron Elliott, the Emerson family, Florence Epperson, Jack 
Ford, Penny Gadmer, Bill & Mildred Gandin, Maria Garcia, Linda & Bob Guggia, Dorothy Haschke, Kathleen Hearn, Kathleen 
Heath, Elizabeth Hickerson, Edison Hicks, Ann Hill, Rev. Tom & Florence Holcomb, Elizabeth Huebner, Nancy Hunt, Damian 
Janicek, Cathy Johnson, Thelma Jones, Jeannette Klemola, Lucinda Kurtas, Jim & Dianne Latham & family; Angus & Virginia 
Lewis, Penny Loy, Carol Luce, Lavon Mahon & family, Bonnie Maple, Ginny Martin, Marsha Massey, Frances Mayberry, Ed 
Mills, Bill Moan, Mary Nelle Moore, Nina Myers (hospice), Michael Niederhofer, Gary & Dian Parker, Jody Parker, Betty 
Parks, Jean Parks, Betty Patterson, Margie Perron, Gloria Powell, Billy Raines, Milton & Noni Ray, Caroline Reaves & family 
upon the death of her husband, Bill; Bob & Gladys Reeve, Betty Roberts, Jane Roberts, Kathleen Saathoff, Donna Schmidt, 
Barbara Smith, Lura Smith, the family of Mildred Stedman, Billy Stephens & Jean Stephens & family upon the death of their 
nephew, William Reed; Hazel Swearingen, John & Alisa Tackett & family upon the death of John’s grandmother, Joellen 
Coker; Danny Thomason, Hazel Thompson, Rosalie Turner, Ronnie Vance, Bitsy Vilven, Margaret White (hospice), Paul 
Wieting, George Wood, Gay Woods, Charles Zimmermann  

https://www.greaterthings.today/40-things-to-give-up-for-lent-the-list/
https://www.greaterthings.today/40-things-to-give-up-for-lent-the-list/
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From the Director of Student Ministries 
 

Wesleyan Way - The youth and children are 
studying a modified version of The Wesleyan Way 
during Sunday School. If you have been on the fence 
about Sunday school, this is a great time to jump in. 
 

Egg Cartons Needed - The children will participate 
in a project that uses egg cartons as we study the 
Wesleyan Way. If you happen to save one or two 
cartons, please find Mary Gossett on Sundays or drop 
them by the Sunday School office. 
 

Pennies for Our Park - We had a great outreach 
event at Pennies for Our Park. We were helping to raise funds to make the playground at 
Oak Forest more accessible for people of all abilities. We were able to talk to lots of 
families with little children, and our own Johnson Memorial School helped with our booth, 
too, so they were able to share about the school with the families we met.  
 

Bags of Hope - The youth will be packing Bags of Hope on Sunday, March 5, after church. The church is in need of more bags to help 
our neighbors, so they will be pitching in and making new bags. 
 

Messy Church! - Our next Messy Church is Wednesday, March 22!  We would love your help. We have had around 50 children, 
parents, and volunteers. Each Wednesday that we’ve had our service, we have had dinner together, participated in activities, which 
sometimes get messy, and had a short worship service to end the evening. This month, our theme is Easter. We would love your help, so 
please contact Mary Gossett to find out ways you can participate.  
 

Summer Dates 
 

It’s already that time of year to mark your calendars for the summer events!  This includes all volunteers.  You are always welcome and 
encouraged to volunteer: 

Summer Camp at Lakeview – June 11-16. Grades: going into 3rd- graduating seniors. The cost is $400 (but we have scholarships 
available.) Activities include: swimming, fishing, archery, giant water slides, canoeing, paddle boats, gaga ball, human foosball, a giant 
pillow, and worship and small group time.  
UM ARMY – June 25-July 1. Grades: 8th-12th grades. The cost is $250. We are going with our neighbor church, Terrace, so we will have 
lots of fun. UM ARMY is all about fixing hearts and homes, so you’ll be doing house repairs, yard work, painting, etc. It’s a great 
experience. 
Big House – July 6-9. Grades 5th-8th. The cost is $125. This year, we are going down the street to St. Matthew’s! (So they would be open 
to local donations of food, so if you cook, this is a great volunteer opportunity.) This is a great chance to give back to the people around 
us. Even though we’ll be down the street, we will be going to camp, sleeping at the church, etc. The projects Big House does aren’t quite 
as intense as UM ARMY, but you can expect to do painting and scraping, yard work, and light home repair. 
VBS – July 17-21 -  This year is superhero themed! 
Fine Arts Camp – August 6-10. The cost is $100. This year’s theme is Arts Through the Ages, and it is open to those entering 

Kindergarten through 6th grade.   

                                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   

Child ren and  You th  News  

Johnson Memorial School News 

JMS is enjoying a unit of study on the 
rodeo by inviting guest speakers such as 
Cowboy Pat Gavin and the Houston 
Livestock Show and Rodeo! Students 
learned some fun cowboy songs, all about 
horses and what fascinating activities 
there are at our very own Houston rodeo. 
The school also celebrated their annual 
infamous Chuckwagon Lunch and 
welcomed the Audubon Society for an in-
house field trip on Thursday, March 2.  

Pictured above: 
Children’s Sunday School 

Pictured above: Youth studying “The Wesleyan Way” 
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Rev. Lindsay Smith 
Minister of Music 
music@stsumc.org 
 

Mary Gossett 
Director of Student  
Ministries 
youth@stsumc.org 
 

Juyeon Kim 
Organist 
 

Candice Croker 
Director,  
Johnson Memorial School 
jms@stsumc.org 
 

Melissa Soto 
Nursery Coordinator 
 
 

Anita Cabrera, Adriana Montes, 
Rachel Montes  
Nursery Staff  

Rev. Kevin Otto 
Senior Pastor 
kevin@stsumc.org 

Mary Jessie 
Accounting Manager 
mary@stsumc.org 
 

Mary Ellen King 
Executive Secretary 
maryellen@stsumc.org 

Administrative Staff 

Program Staff 

Women’s Ministries 

Women of all ages are welcome to join St. Stephen’s women’s small groups: 
 

Red Hats - The Ramblin’ Reds meet each month on the first or second 
Saturday to support and encourage women in their pursuit of fun, friendship, 
freedom, fulfillment and fitness. Our next meeting will be this Friday, March 
3, at 11:30 a.m. at Juanita’s Mexican Restaurant, 2728 West TC Jester. Please 
RSVP to Cindy Tindol at 713-682-1277 or ctindol@comcast.net.  
 

United Methodist Women  - The UMW of St. Stephen’s welcome all women to join us for our 
monthly fellowship Sunday, March 12, following the 11:00 a.m. worship service in the fellowship 
hall. Marsha Hickerson will present a program on faith. Please bring a sack lunch.  
 

The Hope Mission Group - Dedicated to the support of missions, the Hope Mission Group 
welcomes ladies of all ages to join us on Wednesday, March 15. We begin at 9:30 a.m. with 
refreshments in the fellowship hall, followed by our meeting and program at 10:00 a.m. in Room 
112. Inez Brewer will be presenting the program this month.   

New GriefShare Group in Session 

Please join us in the fellowship hall on Sunday, March 26, from 9:00 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m., to donate blood to the Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center. You can 
save up to 3 lives by giving only 1 pint of blood! It shouldn’t take more than 
15 minutes; please come well-hydrated and with a full stomach. 40,00 pints 
of blood are needed every day, and less than 10% of the eligible donor 
population gives annually. To sign up, please visit http://

www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0a49a9af2ca1fa7-community. A sign-up sheet is also available in 
the Narthex (sanctuary foyer) for those who do not have Internet access.  

Save the Date for the Blood Drive 

Fun4Seniors Luncheon 

Harris County Precinct 4’s Senior Program invites adults age 50 and better to a 
Spud-tacular Luncheon at St. Stephen’s Monday, March 27, at 11:30 a.m. Ben’s 
Chuck Wagon will cater the lunch, featuring baked potatoes with chopped beef 
and fixings, salad, rolls and dessert. The cost is $10 per person and includes 
live musical entertainment. RSVP to Precinct 4 at 281-893-3726. Make your 
check payable to Fun4Seniors and mail to 1731 Hugh Rd, Houston, Texas, 
77067, within 1 week of making your reservation.    

When you are grieving the death of someone close, friends and family often 
want to help, but don't know how. Our GriefShare group is led by caring 
people who have experienced grief and understand how you feel because 
we’ve been in the same place. GriefShare offers support and 
encouragement for your grief journey. A new GriefShare support group has 

begun meeting weekly at St. Stephen’s on Tuesdays at 6:30 pm in Room 201. Each session includes 
a Christian-based video teaching by top experts in the field of grief recovery, followed by small 
group discussion. Each session is self-contained, so you may begin at any time. For more 
information, please visit www.griefshare.org or call the church office.  


