
 

 

Sunday, June 11: 
Trinity Sunday 

Food Pantry Sunday 
 

Celebration Service 
8:30 am 

 

Sunday School  
9:40 am 

 

Traditional Worship 
11:00 am 

 

Pastor Appreciation Luncheon 
12:00 pm 

 
 

Sunday, June 18: 
Second Sunday after Pentecost 

Father’s Day 
Pastor Kevin’s Last Sunday  

to Preach at St. Stephen’s 
 

Celebration Service 
8:30 am 

 

Sunday School 
9:40 am 

 

Traditional Worship 
11:00 am 

 
 
 

The Evangel  
S t .  S t e p h e n ’ s  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  

June 9, 2017                             Volume 22, No. 12  

OUR MISSION 
is to know God and 
make God known! 

  Unified! at the 2017 Texas Annual Conference 
 
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to 
the breaking of bread and to prayer. (Acts 2:42, NIV) 
 

Over three-thousand lay and clergy delegates from over 700 churches and 
numerous ecclesial offices and extension ministries gathered together at The 
Woodlands United Methodist Church for three days of fellowship, worship, 
and learning at the 2017 Texas Annual Conference.  
 

In fact, our new bishop, Rev. Dr. Scott Jones, quoting church historian Dr. 
Russell Richey, says that there are five primary functions of an annual 
conference gathering. They are revival, reunion, education (or teaching 
opportunities), marking time, and conducting business.  And we did them all! 
 

Over a three-day period beginning Sunday evening with worship and ending Wednesday noon with 
worship, lay and clergy delegates 1) engaged in countless private and public reunions with old friends 
and new, 2) celebrated our lives together in Christ through worship and song, 3) learned missional, 
theological, pastoral, and organizational ideas to share with our congregations, 4) marked (or 
measured) time by sharing annual reports of ministry and accountability, and 5) conducted business by 
discussing (and voting as needed) on annual financial and ministry reports, on organizational and/or 
social resolutions, and on plans for new and different ministries together. 
 

St. Stephen’s was represented by clergy delegates Lindsay Smith and myself and by lay delegates Gracie 
Winkel and Barbara Johnson.  I shared a devotion in observance of Memorial Day, and Lindsay (once 
again!) worked with the committee that designed the worship services.  That Tuesday night, Lindsay 
was ordained as a deacon in the United Methodist Church (completing an institutionally set seven-year 
process!).  I know you will want to congratulate her!  See you Sunday! 
 

Yours in Christ, 

Kevin 
                                   

A Message from the Pastor 

Pastor Appreciation Luncheon in Honor of Rev. Kevin Otto 

As time draws near for Pastor Kevin to leave to begin pastoring his 
new church, First United Methodist Church in Carthage, Texas, we 
want to express to him our love and gratitude for his service to us 
here at St. Stephen’s during the past five years. Our Staff-Parish 
Relations Ministry Team welcomes everyone to attend a special 

fellowship lunch honoring Pastor Kevin and his family following the 11:00 a.m. service this Sunday, June 
11. As we enjoy a meal and fellowship together, we’ll share our love with Kevin, Ginger and Jennings; 
letting them know how much we will miss them and what a blessing their time with us has been. A 
“Treasure Chest of Memories” will be present at the luncheon for you to drop in cards, photos, memories 
and anything of special meaning to Pastor Kevin. Extra cards will be available at the table. 
 

Pastor Kevin will be preaching at St. Stephen’s through Sunday, June 18.   



 

 

THE EVANGEL Vol. 22 Issue 12, June 9, 2017 (USPS 019-947) is 
published bi-weekly free of charge to subscribers by St. Stephen’s 
United Methodist Church, 2003 West 43rd St., Houston, TX 77018-
3009.  Periodicals postage paid at Houston, TX.  POSTMASTER:  
Send address changes to St. Stephen’s United Methodist Church, 
2003 West 43rd St., Houston, TX 77018-3009. 

                     Evangel  Deadlines    

2 Attendance and Contributions at St. Stephen’s: 

Publication Date  News Deadline 
June 23   Monday, June 19 
July 7   Monday, July 3 
 

Send articles to maryellen@stsumc.org or call the church office. 

Mil estones  

From the S t .  S teph en’s Fou nd ation Committee -  “Heartspring Highligh ts”  

                                                                                                             Honoring God the Father 
 

On Father’s Day, we recognize and celebrate fatherhood, paternal bonds and the important role fathers play in our lives. It is also a great 
time to honor our Heavenly Father and to show our appreciation for all He has done for us. What gift could you give Him to show your love 
and appreciation? Perhaps you have extra time to volunteer at the church or your favorite charity. Or you might consider making a 
donation to the church in honor or in memory of your father. For more information about creative ways to honor your loved ones, contact 
Heartspring Methodist Foundation at 713-533-3780, 1-800-521-9617 or by email at office@heartspringmethodist.org. 

                                Notes from the Minister of Music 
 

Wow! What an amazing week it was last week. I am so thankful for all of the love and support you have 

given me, St. Stephen’s, as I was ordained a Deacon on May 30th. It was overwhelming to see so many 

of you at the service, and I know many of you also watched the service online. Thank you! My heart is 

filled with joy and gratitude to have made it through the process of ordination. I thank God for the 

opportunity to be a pastor, bridge-builder, and pastoral musician for His church. I also thank God for 

each of you. It is a privilege to serve alongside you, and to be nurtured by you all. My heart is full, and 

my spirit is singing praises!! Thank you.   Lindsay Smith 

 8:30 am 11:00 am Sunday School Operating Building Missions/ 
Communion 

Other Fundraiser 

May 28 55 145 115 $12,231.50 $212.50 $125.00 $688.67 — 

June 4 
 

55 155 116 
 

$17,483.65 $1,012.50 $735.00 $124.27 — 

                             In Memory 
 

We extend our prayers and sympathy to Gladys Reeve 
upon the death of her husband, Bob Reeve, on May 24, 
2017. A memorial service will be held for Bob on Monday, 
June 12, at 2:30 p.m. at St. Stephen’s. Following the 
service, a reception with the family will be held in Room 
101. In lieu of flowers, the family is requesting donations 
be sent to St. Stephen’s United Methodist Church.  

Address Update 
 

Margaret Demuth has moved due to recent health 
issues. Here is her new address so that you can send her 
a card or note of cheer: 
 

Serenity’s Haven 
8727 Seber Dr. 

Tomball, Texas 77375 

Awards at Annual Conference 
 

 St. Stephen’s received the Five Stars of Excellence in Christian Educa-
tion for the 4th year in a row!  This year we also received the Shooting 
Star Award for our new program, Messy Church.  The Shooting Star 
Award is for going above and beyond at creating and engaging educa-
tional ministry program.  Messy Church engages the whole family as 
they learn a Bible story through various learning styles, involves vol-
unteers of all ages, and encourages congregation members and visi-
tors to interact with our church in a whole new way.  Look for an up-
coming Messy Church in August.  We would love to involve you! 

A great group of St. Stephen’s members attended the Service of Commissioning and Ordination at the Texas Annual Conference on May 30 
to celebrate this milestone with Lindsay. If you were unable to attend, you can watch the video on our website: www.stsumc.org 



 

 

St .  S tephen’s UMC —Calend ar of  Events  

Thursday, June 15 (cont.): 
10:00 am—Prayer Shawl Ministry Meeting (Room 112) 
11:00 am—VIPs Luncheon (Fellowship Hall) 
1:15 pm—Office/Program Staff Meeting (Room 101) 
6:30 pm—SEAL Security Meeting (Church Library) 
7:00 pm—Chancel Choir Practice (Choir Room) 
 

Friday, June 16: 
Our Students Return from Church Camp 
6:00 am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast  (Denny’s @ 34th & 290) 
 

Saturday, June 17: 
8:00 pm—Narcotics Anonymous Support Group (Scout House)  

 

Sunday, June 18: 
Pentecost Sunday 
Father’s Day/Pastor Kevin’s Last Sunday to Preach at St. Stephen’s 
7:30 am—Sonrise Choir Practice (Sanctuary) 
8:30 am—Celebration Service (Sanctuary) 
9:40 am—Sunday School for Children, Youth & Adults (Education Bldg) 
10:00 am—Donuts with Dad (Fellowship Hall) 
11:00 am—Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 
 

Monday, June 19: 
12:00 pm—Deadline to turn in articles for June 23 Evangel 
                      (Send to maryellen@stsumc.org or call the church office.) 
7:00 pm—Boy Scout Troop 604 Meeting (Scout House) 
 

Tuesday, June 20: 
First Day of Summer 
9:30 am—Line Dancing Class (Fellowship Hall) 
7:00 pm—Church Council Meeting (Room 101) 
7:30 pm—Sea Scouts Ship 24 Meeting (Scout House) 
 

Wednesday, June 21: 
6:00 am—Men’s Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 
9:30 am—Hope Mission Group Meeting (Room 112) 
9:30 am—Senior Games (Fellowship Hall) 
 

Thursday, June 22: 
7:00 pm—Chancel Choir Practice (Choir Room) 
 

Friday, June 23: 
Boy Scout Troop 604 Leaves for Summer Camp  
6:00 am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Denny’s @ 34th & 290) 

Friday, June 9: 
We Host UM ARMY Camp from Christ UMC, The Woodlands 
6:00 am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Denny’s @ W 34th & 290) 
 

Saturday, June 10: 
UM ARMY Camp Returns to The Woodlands 
7:00 am—Garden Angels Dirt Diggers Workday (Work on flowerbeds.) 
8:00 pm—Narcotics Anonymous Support Group (Scout House) 
 

Sunday, June 11: 
Trinity Sunday 
Food Pantry Sunday 
Pastor Appreciation Fellowship Lunch  
Our Students Leave for Church Camp at Lakeview 
7:30 am—Sonrise (Celebration Service) Choir Practice (Sanctuary) 
8:30 am—Celebration Service (Sanctuary) 
9:40 am—Sunday School for Children, Youth & Adults (Education Bldg) 
11:00 am—Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 
12:00 pm—Pastor Appreciation Fellowship Lunch (Fellowship Hall) 
1:00 pm—United Methodist Women Meeting (Fellowship Hall) 
 

Monday, June 12: 
Church Camp at Lakeview 
10:00 am—The Gathering Place (Fellowship Hall) 
2:30 pm—Memorial Service for Bob Reeve (Sanctuary) 
3:30 pm—Reception with Reeve Family (Room 101) 
7:00 pm—Boy Scouts Troop 604 Meeting (Scout House) 
 

Tuesday, June 13: 
Church Camp at Lakeview 
9:30 am—Line Dancing Class (Fellowship Hall) 
7:00 pm—Finance Ministry Team Meeting (Room 101) 
7:30 pm—Sea Scouts Ship 24 Meeting  (Scout House) 
 

Wednesday, June 14: 
Flag Day 
Church Camp at Lakeview 
6:00 am—Men’s Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 
9:30 am—Senior Activities Day Games & Lunch (Fellowship Hall) 
10:00 am—Homebound Visitation (Room 101) 
6:00 pm—Sonrise Choir Practice (Sanctuary) 
 

Thursday, June 15: 
Church Camp at Lakeview 
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VIPs  

Senior Activities Day 

Our monthly Senior Activities Day will be held 
Wednesday, June 14, in the fellowship hall. 
Domino games begin at 9:30 a.m., followed by a soup-
and sandwich lunch at 11:45 a.m. Love offerings are 
encouraged to help cover the cost of lunch.  

 

Seniors gather for games each Wednesday at 9:30 a.m., but lunch is only 
served on the first Wednesday of the month. On all other weeks, you are 
welcome to bring a sack lunch to enjoy along with fellowship after games. 

The VIPs are a fellowship group at St. Stephen’s for 
adults age 50 and better. We welcome you to join us 
Thursday, June 15, in the fellowship hall. A short 
business meeting begins at 11:00 a.m., followed by 
entertainment with Jay Cantu of the Liberty Opry and a catered meal 
at noon. The cost is $10 per person. Please RSVP to Barbara Johnson 
at 713-686-6116. 
 

The VIPs travel group will be going to Liberty Opry on Saturday, July 
8. The bus will leave St. Stephen’s at 12:15 p.m. and will return by 
8:15 p.m. We will eat a late lunch/early dinner at Mike’s Barbeque, 
Catfish and Steaks in Dayton. This restaurant has a large buffet and is 
highly rated by its clientele. After our meal, we will proceed to 
Liberty. The show, a Gospel Night featuring “The Singing Saints”, will 
be from 4:00-7:00 p.m. The evening of food, entertainment and good 
fellowship will only cost $25 per person. Contact Brenda Paulk to 
sign up at 713-686-8000. The deadline to sign up is June 26. 

This Sunday, June 11, is Food Pantry Sunday. Please 
bring donations of non-perishable food for MANNA 
(Ministry Assistance of the Near Northwest Area) to the 
basket in the Narthex. The food will be delivered to 
MANNA’s food pantry to be given to needy families in our 

area. (The second Sunday of each month, with the exception of November 
and December, is Food Pantry Sunday at St. Stephen’s.) 

Food Pantry Sunday 

United Methodist Women 

The United Methodist Women welcome ladies of all ages to 
join us for our monthly meeting following the Pastor 
Appreciation Luncheon this Sunday in the fellowship hall. If 
you would like more information about the UMW, please 
contact Marsha Hickerson at 281-797-6234. 

Hope Mission Group 

Dedicated to the support of missions, the Hope 
Mission Group welcomes women of all ages to join 
us Wednesday, June 21. We gather for refreshments 
at 9:30 a.m. in Room 112, followed by our meeting and program at 
10:00 a.m. For more information, please contact Milly Spencer at 713
-849-5773. 



 

 

In  Ou r 
Prayers  

In  the 
Mil itary  Dirk Ray Jr., Allen Troth  

Pr ayer  Co ncer n s  
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In  the 
Hospital  

Brookdale Galleria—Frances Mayberry            Colonial Oaks Westchase—Anna Ruth Putnam (hospice)            
Methodist –Texas Medical Center—Carolyn Belk 

Mission and Volunteer Opportunities 

                                          New Opportunity with Our Homebound Visitation Ministry 
 

For 27 years, I have had the privilege of coordinating the homebound visitation program, where once a month a group of 
dedicated members spend a couple hours bringing love and companionship to those who are no longer able to join us at St. 
Stephen's. I would like to tell you about this outreach program and invite you to participate.  

We meet at 10:00 a.m. on the second Wednesday of the month, and head out in pairs to visit one or two households to bring a little gift or 
card from the children at Johnson Memorial School, a large print copy of The Upper Room, and good cheer. Sometimes we have flowers 
from the altar to share or a small donated gift. More recently, we began offering the option of Communion consecrated by our minister. 

The visitors report that it is a meaningful and enriching experience, as we offer our fellowship and take the time to listen to the concerns of 
our homebound members. We want them to know they are still part of the church family, even if they can no longer get to St. Stephen’s.  

We all find it very rewarding to share Christ’s love, and to see the joy it brings to our members who otherwise might have felt forgotten. 

I invite you to consider joining this program in one of two ways: join our visitation team, or better yet, consider coordinating the program, 
as I am stepping down this summer. My job is to first contact our team of visitors to see how many will be able to go out, then call the 
homebound to make sure they are able to receive a visitor. This does require some time to make the calls and get return calls from the 
messages I leave. Once we are all together at the church, we simply divide up the visits before we head out. It is such a satisfying way to 
spread the love of St. Stephen’s family to members who might feel isolated without us. For more information, please call me at 713-682-

4513.   Florence Bowman 

                                                                   Communion Servers Needed 

St. Stephen’s is in need of Communion servers to serve the Cup during the 11:00 a.m. worship service beginning Sunday, 
July 2. A sign-up sheet is located in the Narthex (sanctuary foyer). Please prayerfully consider signing up for 3 Sundays, 
either in a row, or at various times. For more information, please contact Renee Ledbetter at 713-502-6171.  

                                                              Volunteer for Vacation Bible School 

At “Hero Central”, July 17-21, children age 3 through those entering the fifth grade next fall will have the 
opportunity to experience awesome adventures with some of their favorite Bible heroes and discover the qualities that 
make us truly heroic in God! VBS needs volunteers to make this a successful outreach to the children of our church and 
community. At this time, we are especially in need of a teacher for preschool age children. Registration forms for 
children and volunteers are available in the Narthex (sanctuary foyer), through the church office and on our website.  
For more information, please contact Mary Gossett, Director of Student Ministries. 

                                                                                     

                                                                                UMCOR Church-Wide Project 
 

The United Methodist Women are coordinating this year’s Church-Wide UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) 
Project: Health Kits. A list of supplies needed for the kits and a collection basket are available in the Narthex. Please bring one 
or more new items on the list. Donations for the health kits will be collected through Sunday, August 13.  

Ed & Claytie Abrahams, Dianne Alexander, Jim Alsup, Edie Anders, Chappie Ashburn, Ruth Austin, Betty Babin, Lanny 
Baker, Robert Baldwin, Peggy Bickel, Anita Bishop, Bill Borum, Tyler Bothmann, Ed Bradley, Paula Brady, Phyllis Briggs, 
Nancy Buck, Patrick Burns Jr., Cayce Carlsson, Chappie Collins, Earl & Gloria Collins, Dorothy Cox, Margaret Demuth, 
Elizabeth Dennard, Wyatt Devilbiss, Elva Duncan, Gerald Dupree, Camryn Eaton, Walter Ebelt, Stephen & Brenda Edrozo, 
Cameron Elliott, the Emerson family, Florence Epperson, Christie Fisher, Jack Ford, Harold Freeman, Penny Gadmer, Bill & 
Mildred Gandin, Kendel Green, Linda & Bob Guggia, Carol Hamilton & family, Dorothy Haschke, Kathleen Hearn, Kathleen 
Heath, Tripp Hensley, Elizabeth Hickerson, Edison Hicks, Tammy Hicks’ daughter, Jamie; Ann Hill, Betsy Hill, Rev. Tom & 
Florence Holcomb, Elizabeth Huebner, George & Betty Jackson & son; Damian Janacek, Cathy Johnson, Diane Johnson, 
Thelma Jones, Jeannette Klemola, Lee Kruse, Lucinda Kurtas, Jim & Dianne Latham & family; Angus & Virginia Lewis, 
Penny Loy, Carol Luce, Lavon Mahon & family, Bonnie Maple, Ginny Martin, Marsha Massey, Steve Mattison, Michelle 
Maurizi, Charles Meyer, Ed Mills, Bill Moan, Mary Nelle Moore, Nina Myers (hospice), Michael Niederhofer,  Donna Oliver, 
Gary & Dian Parker, Jody Parker, Betty Parks, Jean Parks, Margie Perron, Paulette Price, Gloria Powell, Billy Raines, Milton 
& Noni Ray, Gladys Reeve & family upon the death of her husband, Bob Reeve; Betty Roberts, Rogers & Jane Roberts, 
Kathleen Saathoff, Donna Schmidt, Barbara Smith, Lura Smith, Billy Stephens, Hazel Swearingen,  Danny Thomason, Hazel 
Thompson, Rosalie Turner, Ronnie Vance, Bitsy Vilven, Virginia Wells, Margaret White (hospice), Paul Wieting, Jay 
Wilburn, George Wood, Gay Woods, Alan & Ashlee Zanelli 
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                                  From the Director of Student Ministries 
 

VBS Help Needed! -Are you good with scissors?  Can you cut material in a semi straight 
line?  If so, we need your help making capes for VBS!  We are making t-shirt capes, and in 
order to make enough for all of the children who attend VBS, we need to start cutting as 
soon as possible. If you can help, please see Mary Gossett for a bag of t-shirts and a 
template on how to cut them. (It’s easy, you cut up the sides and leave the collar attached.) 

 

UM ARMY – Lufkin Camp - Our youth and adults are headed up to Lufkin on June 25, and the kitchen people have requested that we 
bring snack cakes (Little Debbies, Ding-Dongs, Swiss Rolls, etc.) for the lunches.  Other items include paper goods, like plates, or office 
supplies.  You can find a list in the Narthex. 
 

Shower Home for Big House Needed! - Our junior high students are going to St. Matthew’s for Big House, July 6 -9. We would love your 
help in caring for our students since they will be so nearby. Big House is suggesting that camps now have “Shower Homes” for work teams. 
This means that church members decide to open their homes on Friday and Saturday of camp from around 4-6pm to let a group of about 5 
youth and one adult shower. Other groups might include adult volunteers who need to shower during the day. If you would like to open up 
your home to short term missionaries, are okay with a messy shower, and live relatively close to the church, please let Mary Gossett know. 
Mary will make sure that you are Safe Sanctuary certified and background checked before passing your name along to the camp director. If 
you or your Sunday School Class would like to donate a meal, snacks, or other items that would be useful at a camp, please let Mary Gossett 
know. 
 

UM ARMY is Here! - A group of youth, their parents, and grandparents, joined together on June 4 to cook and serve our famous 
“Spud Lunch” dinner to our visiting missionaries.  We served 80+, and we were able to have some fellowship time after we served the 
servants.  Please remember that you can always bring up snacks or desserts for the visiting camp, and if you aren’t able to this week, we have 
a few more opportunities to serve the servants this summer. 
 

Donuts with Dad - We are having Donuts with Dad on Sunday, June 18, at 10am in the Fellowship Hall.  Children can make a craft 
with their fathers, grandfathers, or someone like a father, while they share a nice breakfast together. 
 

Family Movie Day Out - We will go see the movie Trolls at the Cinemark on 290 on Wednesday, June 21 at 10am.  The movie is $1, 
and please bring extra money in case you want to get extra snacks.  Please let Mary Gossett know to expect you. 
 

The Sweet Life Series - The children will be doing a series called The Sweet Life  with volunteer teachers from different Sunday 
School Classes this summer.  If you would like to volunteer to teach one of the lessons, please see your Sunday School leader for the 
curriculum.  The youth taught the first class on Cain and Abel, and the children had a lot of fun taking home stress balls that the youth made 
for them.   

June 11 – Yahweh Sisterhood class 
June 25 – Christianity 101 
July 9 – Asbury Class 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Child ren and  You th  News  

July 16 – the Choir 
July 23 – the Adult Bible Class 
July 30 – Journey Class 

August 6 – Covenant Class 
August 13 – Truth Quest Class 
August 20 – Youth Group 

Lindsay Singing with Children in Worship 

Our Youth Feeding Visiting UM ARMY 
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PERIODICA L  

PAID  

HOUSTON,  TX  

Rev. Lindsay Smith 
Minister of Music 
music@stsumc.org 
 

Mary Gossett 
Director of Student  
Ministries 
youth@stsumc.org 
 

Juyeon Kim 
Organist 
 

Candice Croker 
Director,  
Johnson Memorial School 
jms@stsumc.org 
 

Melissa Soto 
Nursery Coordinator 
 
 

Anita Cabrera, Brittany 
Hietpas, Adriana Montes,  
Rachel Montes  
Nursery Staff  

Rev. Kevin Otto 
Senior Pastor 
kevin@stsumc.org 

Mary Jessie 
Accounting Manager 
mary@stsumc.org 

 

Mary Ellen King 
Executive Secretary 
maryellen@stsumc.org 

Administrative Staff 

Program Staff 

Summer Reading Program  

Our Summer Reading Program 2017 has begun! Stop by the church library on 
Sunday and sign up for the Domino Challenge! Each time you finish reading a 
book, you will be given a sticker to add to your “domino”. But that is only part of 
the program. 

 

Once you are signed up, you are “challenged” to sign up someone else. Each new person you sign 
up earns you another sticker. A party will be held in September to celebrate our Domino Challenge. 
The Summer Reading Program runs through Labor Day and is open to all ages. 

Asbury Class Begins New Study 

The Asbury Study Group would like to invite everyone to join in our new study 
Sundays at 9:45 a.m. We will be reading and discussing Counterfeit Christianity: The 
Persistence of Errors in the Church by Roger E. Olson for the next several 
weeks.  Roger E. Olson is Foy Valentine professor of Christian theology and ethics at 
Baylor University. A past president of the American Theological Society (Midwest 
Division), Olson has been the co-chair of the Evangelical Theology Group of the 
American Academy of Religion for two years. An expert in historical theology, he is a 
frequent preacher, teacher and speaker for local churches and organizations.  Adam 

Hamilton lists Mr. Olson as one of his mentors. Our discussions will include several video 
presentations featuring a conversation among Reverends Hamilton and Olson. 
 

The Asbury class is an eclectic assortment of individuals from diverse backgrounds with divergent 
opinions who are united by a common love of Jesus. The class meets to study the Bible and discuss 
life issues from a Biblical perspective. Our leader focuses the energetic discussions and tries to 
keep everyone on track. The class opens with coffee and prayer upstairs in Room 209 promptly at 
9:45 a.m. – or whenever the current president is able to call the room to order!  

The Palm Leaf Senior Newsletter 

If you are age 50 or better and new to St. Stephen’s, you may not know 
that we have a newsletter just for you, full of news of particular 
interest to seniors. You can sign up to receive The Palm Leaf 

electronically by visiting our website and clicking on the “Online Library” on the home page. If you 
would like to receive it by regular mail, please contact Mary Ellen King at 713-686-8241.   

The Gathering Place  

The Gathering Place is a monthly ministry for persons with Alzheimer’s and other 
types of memory loss, and their caregivers. Our next “Gathering” will be Monday, 
June 12, from 10:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in our fellowship hall. Volunteers, in 
partnership with Interfaith CarePartners, lead our guests in fun, memory-stimulating 
activities and serve lunch. Caregivers can choose to stay and participate in the 
activities, or use the time for a break. If you believe you and your carepartner might 
benefit from this ministry, please contact Monica Holiday at 713-682-5995, ext. 206. 
 

If you are interested in volunteering for this wonderful ministry, please contact Gwen Hunt, 
Coordinator, at 713-686-1202, and discover the many ways in which you can help! 


