
 

 

Sunday, July 8: 
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

Food Pantry Sunday 
 

Celebration Service 
8:30 am 

 
Sunday School  

9:40 am 
 

Traditional Worship 
11:00 am 

 
 
 

 Sunday, July 15: 
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Celebration Service 

8:30 am  
 

Sunday School  
9:40 am 

 
Traditional Worship 

11:00 am 
 

Feast! 
12:00 pm 

 
 
 
 
 

Listen to sermons at: 
http://www.stsumc.org/listen/ 

The Evangel  

OUR MISSION 
is to make disciples  

of Jesus Christ for  
the transformation 

 of the world! 

This past Sunday, I was scrolling through my Facebook feed and one of my 
pastor friends had updated her status to say, “Happy Methodist New Year!” 
What she was referencing, of course, was that the normal schedule for 
Methodist pastors to move, or itinerate, is based around a July 1 start date. 
Which was a reminder that I have been at St. Stephen’s for a whole year, and 
am so excited to be starting my second year of ministry with this amazing 
church!  
 

Here are a few facts and figures from the last year:  
 

 Shortly after I arrived, Hurricane Harvey tore through our city. The 
Sunday during the storm, we had a Facebook Live worship service, 
because it was too dangerous to come together for worship.  

 We sent crews to work on the houses of church members and neighbors from our community, and 
we also had a free BBQ luncheon due to some generous donations. This luncheon brought the 
community together in a big way! We fed flood victims, flood volunteers, city employees, 
neighbors, friends, our District Superintendent, and raised some money for ongoing relief work, 
too!  

 We jumped headfirst into the Vibrant Church Initiative process! We welcomed several secret 
shoppers during the fall, we went through consultation weekends and celebrations, and our teams 
are working hard on completing our prescriptions.  

 We have become one of the leading organizations in working towards building a playground for all 
abilities in Oak Forest Park, hosting events, celebrating the initiative in Sunday Worship, and 
partnering on several community initiatives.  

 This summer, we had 123 students take part in our exceptional Vacation Bible School! It was so 
many kids, in fact, that we’re already working on how to tweak the structure to accommodate a 
larger crowd! 

 We celebrated five baptisms during our Sunday morning worship services, confirmed eight 
students, and received ten adults into membership. We’ve also welcomed several people into our 
community who are attending regularly and discerning the membership process, and have two 
more baptisms scheduled for later this month!  

 

More importantly than any numbers though, are the ways in which this church has blessed me. I have 
felt loved and supported by an incredible community. I have made meaningful friendships. I’ve laughed 
and cried and laughed some more. I truly believe I have the best job in the world, and it’s because of 
you. Let’s do it again, and again, and again!  
 
Paz,  

Nathan  

A Message from the Pastor 

July 6, 2018  

Volume 23, No. 14  

 

Nathan wants to meet you! 
 

Give us a call at the office or set up 
an appointment for yourself at 
https://calendly.com/revnayte 

Pastor’s Bible Study 

Pastor’s Wednesday Bible studies took a break earlier this summer 
due to our busy schedule including camps, VBS and the July 4th 
holiday. The study will resume July 11 at 2:30 p.m. in Room 101. All 
are welcome to join us each Wednesday afternoon as we study the 
weekly sermon Scriptures in depth.  
 

Our current summer worship series, “Making Our Mark”, in which 
we are following along with the teachings and actions of Jesus 
through the book of Mark, will continue through Sunday, July 15. 



 

 

THE EVANGEL Vol. 23 Issue 14, July 6, 2018 (USPS 019-947) is pub-
lished bi-weekly free of charge to subscribers by St. Stephen’s Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 2003 West 43rd St., Houston, TX 77018-3009.  
Periodicals postage paid at Houston, TX.  POSTMASTER:  Send ad-
dress changes to St. Stephen’s United Methodist Church, 2003 West 
43rd St., Houston, TX 77018-3009. 

                     Evangel  Deadlines    
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Publication Date  News Deadline 
July 20   Noon, Monday, July 16 
August 3   Noon, Monday, July 30 
 

Send articles to maryellen@stsumc.org. 

Attendance and Contributions at St. Stephen’s: 

 8:30 am 11:00 am Sunday School Operating Building Maintenance Missions/ 
Communion 

Other 

June 17 42 137 91 $6,901.21 __ $75.00 $80.00 

June 24 55 137 103 $5,142.12 $50.00 $190.00 $1,145.00 

July 1, we officially transitioned to our new financial system. What does this mean to you? Well, if you already give by bank transfer/EBT, 
you will need to switch over to the new system. If you’re tech savvy, you will now be able to manage your bank draft or credit card giving 
on your own! Simply go to stsumc.churchcenter.com/giving, and set up your account. Once you do this, please send an email to 
mary@stsumc.org so we can make sure not to have any double charges during the changeover. If you’d like to keep giving automatically 
but don’t feel comfortable with the computer, call Mary Jessie at the church office and she’ll help you get everything underway.  
 

We are confident that the new system is user-friendly, extremely safe and secure, and up to the highest privacy standards. We’re also 
confident that making it easier for people to give and to track their own giving will be beneficial to our ministry. Mary and I are both happy 
to answer any questions you have about this process!  
 

Paz, 
Rev. Nathan Lonsdale Bledsoe 
Senior Pastor, St. Stephen’s UMC 
512.771.2741 (c) 
stsumc.org 
revnayte.org 

New F inancial  System  

Dinner and C onversation  

You’re invited to join us for a dinner and conversation about Annual Conference and the future of the United Methodist Church on Monday, 
July 16 hosted by the St. Stephen’s delegates to annual conference.  
 

We’ll share a meal, talk about this year’s annual conference and the discussions the church is having, and make a plan for how we’ll keep 
having conversations together at St. Stephen’s.  
 

We really hope you’ll be able to attend! We’ll provide childcare if it’s requested. Please register at https://bit.ly/2tavngH  or by calling the 
church office by Thursday, July 12, at 5:00 p.m. Thanks! 
 
Rev. Nathan Lonsdale Bledsoe 
Rev. Lindsay Smith 
Mr. Dan Barcus, Lay Leader 
Mr. Steven Fisher, Lay Delegate 
Mr. David Massey, District Lay Delegate  

http://stsumc.churchcenter.com/giving
mailto:mary@stsumc.org
http://stsumc.org
http://revnayte.org
x-apple-data-detectors://0
x-apple-data-detectors://0
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Next week we will have our 3rd Annual Fine Arts Camp! We will have an awesome week with our FAC campers 

and families. Many of you have volunteered to feed, teach, and shepherd these kiddos, and I am so thankful for 

your participation! This camp would not be possible without the support of our congregation. Please pray for 

our campers, that through the arts and our camp they would come to know that they are treasured creations of 

a God who loves them. This year, we have electives for the kids to choose from, including Ukulele, Dance and 

Drama. Our performance is on Thursday, July 12, at 7pm, and it is open to the public, so mark your calendars 

and come see these talented kids showing off all that they have learned!  

                                 Notes from th e Music  and Worsh ip Pastor  

St. Stephen’s Herb Garden 

 

St. Stephen’s has an herb garden, thanks to Paula Hicks, who planted it several weeks ago and has been lovingly tending it. The herb 
garden is located on the west side of the main building, just outside the church office. You are welcome to help yourself to fresh mint, 
parsley and rosemary. Additional herbs have been planted and will hopefully be ready for sharing soon. 
 
If you enjoy gardening and would like information on how you can help keep the grounds at St. Stephen’s looking their best, please 
contact Cindy St. Lawrence at rps95@aol.com.  
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Friday, July 6: 
6:00 am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Denny’s @ 34th & Hwy 290) 
 

Saturday, July 7: 
7:00 am—Garden Angels Dirt Diggers Workday (Work on church 
                    flowerbeds.)  
10:00 am—Celebration of Life for Dottie Varnell (Sanctuary) 
8:00 pm—Narcotics Anonymous Support Group (Scout House) 
 

Sunday, July 8: 
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
Food Pantry Sunday 
Fine Arts Camp Begins 
7:30 am—Sonrise (Celebration Service) Choir Practice (Sanctuary) 
8:30 am—Celebration Service (Sanctuary) 
9:40am—Sunday School for Children, Youth and Adults (Education Bldg) 
11:00 am—Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 
12:00 pm—United Methodist Women Meeting (Fellowship Hall) 
12:15 pm—Radical Hospitality Ministry Team Meeting (Room112) 
5:00 pm—Fine Arts Camp (Fellowship Hall) 
 

Monday, July 9: 
10:00 am—The Gathering Place (Fellowship Hall) 
12:00 pm—Narcotics Anonymous Support Group (Scout House) 
5:00 pm—Fine Arts Camp (Fellowship Hall) 
7:00 pm—Troop 604 Committee Meeting (Scout House) 
8:00 pm—Narcotics Anonymous Support Group (Room 209) 
 

Tuesday, July 10: 
9:30 am—Line Dancing Class (Fellowship Hall) 
12:30 pm—Office/Program Staff Meeting (Room 112) 
5:00 pm—Fine Arts Camp (Fellowship Hall) 
7:00 pm—Finance Committee Meeting (Room 101) 
7:30 pm—Sea Scouts Ship 24 Meeting (Scout House) 
 

Wednesday, July 11: 
6:00 am—Men’s Bible Study (Room 112) 
9:15 am—SongPlay! (Room 101) 
9:30 am—Senior Games (Fellowship Hall/Bring a sack lunch.) 
10:00 am—Homebound Visitation (Choir Room) 
12:00 pm—Narcotics Anonymous Support Group (Scout House) 
1:00 pm—Senior Games Afternoon Session (Room 112) 
2:30 pm—Pastor’s Bible Study (Room 101) 
5:00 pm—Fine Arts Camp (Fellowship Hall) 
 

Thursday, July 12: 
11:00 am—VIPs Luncheon (Fellowship Hall) 
5:00 pm—Fine Arts Camp (Fellowship Hall) 
6:30 pm—Fine Arts Performance (Fellowship Hall) 
8:00 pm—Narcotics Anonymous (Room 209) 

Friday, July 13: 
6:00 am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Denny’s @ 34th & 290) 
11:30 pm—Fun4Seniors Luncheon (Fellowship Hall) 
 

Saturday, July 14: 
11:30 am—Red Hats Luncheon (Yank Sing, 2005 Mangum Rd) 
4:00 pm—Re-vAMPED VBS Picnic (Oak Forest Park, 2100 Judiway St.)  
8:00 pm—Narcotics Anonymous Support Group (Scout House) 
 

Sunday, July 15: 
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
7:30 am—Sonrise Choir Practice (Sanctuary) 
8:30 am—Celebration Service (Sanctuary) 
9:40 am—Sunday School for Children, Youth and Adults (Education Bldg) 
11:00 am—Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 
12:30 pm—Feast! (Live Oak Grill, 10444 Hempstead Rd) 
 

Monday, July 16: 
12:00 pm—Deadline to turn in articles for July 20 Evangel 
                       (Send to maryellen@stsumc.org or call the office.) 
12:00 pm—Narcotics Anonymous Support Group (Scout House) 
6:00 pm—Dinner and Conversation (Fellowship Hall) 
7:00 pm—Boy Scouts Troop 604 Meeting (Scout House) 
8:00 pm—Narcotics Anonymous Support Group (Room 209) 
 

Tuesday, July 17: 
9:30 am—Line Dancing Class (Fellowship Hall) 
12:30 pm—Office/Program Staff Meeting (Room 112) 
7:00 pm—Church Council Meeting (Room 101) 
7:30 pm—Sea Scouts Ship 24 Meeting (Scout House) 
 

Wednesday, July 18: 
6:00 am—Men’s Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 
9:15 am—SongPlay! (Room 101) 
9:30 am—Senior Games (Fellowship Hall/Bring a sack lunch.) 
9:30 am—Hope Mission Group Meeting (Room 112) 
12:00 pm—Narcotics Anonymous Support Group (Scout House) 
1:00 pm—Senior Games Afternoon Session (Room 112) 
2:30 pm—Pastor’s Bible Study (Room 101) 
6:30 pm—Yoga Class (Room 101) 
 

Thursday, July 19: 
10:00 am—Prayer Shawl Ministry Meeting (Room 112) 
8:00 pm—Narcotics Anonymous Support Group (Room 209) 
   
Friday, July 20: 
6:00 am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Denny’s @ 34th & 290) 
10:00 am—Solitaires Day Trip 
 
                    

The UMW of St. Stephen’s welcome all women to join us 
for our monthly meeting Sunday, July 8, in the fellowship 
hall following the 11:00 worship service. Please bring a 
sack lunch to enjoy over fellowship. If you would like 
more information about the UMW, please contact Marsha 
Hickerson at mahickerson@comcast.net or 281-797-
6234.  

United  Meth od ist  Women  Hop e Mission G roup  

Ladies, you are invited to join the Hope Mission 
Group at our next meeting, Wednesday, July 18, 
in Room 112. Refreshments will be served at 
9:30 a.m., followed by the meeting at 10:00. Our 
guest speaker this month will be Chelsea Wade of SEARCH’s House of 
Tiny Treasures, an early childhood education program that provides 
developmentally focused childcare for preschool age children while 
their parents attend classes and begin working.  

Men’s Ministries  

The Men’s Bible Study meets each Wednesday morning in the fellowship hall. Join us at 6:00 
a.m. for coffee, kolaches and fellowship. Bible study begins at 6:30. Contact James Sackett at 
jsackett@geospace.com if you would like to be added to the weekly email reminder list.  
 

Men meet for prayer and breakfast each Friday at 6:00 a.m. at Denny’s Restaurant, located at 
West 34th Street and Highway 290. If you would like more information, please contact 
Charles Warren at 713-695-2357 or charlesewarren@yahoo.com.  Men of all ages welcome! 



 

 

In  Ou r 
Prayers  

In  the 
Mil itary  Allen Troth  

Prayer C oncerns  

In  the 
Hospital  

 

Mission and Volunteer  Opportunities 
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                                                                                 UMCOR School Kits 
 

The United Methodist Women are collecting supplies for school kits for UMCOR (United Methodist Committee On Relief) 
as their UMCOR Hands-On Project for this year.  Complete lists of the supplies needed, as well as collection baskets, are 
located in the Narthex (sanctuary foyer). Please consider donating items from this list for children who might not 
otherwise have school supplies.  

                                                                                Food Pantry Sunday 
 

St. Stephen’s is once again designating the second Sunday of each month, January through October, as Food Pantry 
Sunday. This coming Sunday, July 8, will be our next Food Pantry Sunday. You may bring donations of non-perishable food 
to the basket in the Narthex. The food will be delivered to MANNA’s food pantry for families in need in our area. MANNA 
also hosts a free Food Fair on the second Saturday of the month, from 9:00 a.m. to noon, to give food to the needy. 

                                                                                  The Gathering Place 
 

Our monthly meeting of The Gathering Place, a ministry for persons with Alzheimer’s and other types of memory loss, and 
their caregivers, will take place Monday, July 9, from 10:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., in the fellowship hall. At each Gathering, our 
guests enjoy fun activities including games, crafts, music, fitness and live entertainment. Lunch is also provided. 
Caregivers have the choice of staying with their care partners and participating in the activities, or using the time for a 
break.  There is no charge to attend Gatherings. If you know someone who might benefit from this ministry, please let 
them know about The Gathering Place.  

 

The Gathering Place Ministry can always use extra helping hands. You can assist leaders with the various activities, help in the kitchen, 
serve lunch or help our guests get from one activity to another. There’s a place for you, even if you have limited mobility. We also need 
volunteers to sit and visit with our guests, and help them feel welcome. If you are interested in volunteering, please contact one of the 
coordinators: Gwen Hunt at 713-686-1202 or ghunt226@gmail.com; or Gary Mingle at 713-702-1265 or garymin14@gmail.com. 

                                                                              Homebound Visitation 
 

Would you like to bring a little sunshine into a homebound person’s day? Join our Visitation Team on Wednesday, July 11, 
as we visit our homebound members and friends. We gather in the Choir Room at 10:00 a.m. for prayer before dividing 
into small teams to make the visits. If you are able to drive, that is especially helpful. For more information, please contact 
Peggy Aldredge at peggy.aldredge@hotmail.com or 713-688-8201.  

Ed & Claytie Abrahams, Pat Anderson, John & Dorothy Artz, Chappie Ashburn, Ruth Austin, Carolyn Belk, Anita Bishop and 
daughters, Robert Boehm, Sandy Bonnin, Betty Brashear, Phyllis Briggs, Kathy Bruns, Effygene Bull, Julie Burks, David 
Burnette, Patrick Burns, Jr., John Butler, Sr., Chappie Collins, Earl & Gloria Collins, Katreena Collins, Marilyn Compton, 
Shereka Curtis, Elizabeth Dennard, Kelly Dickinson, Tana Dionne, Charlotte Dorton, Gerald Dupree, Jennifer Dylan, Angela 
Earl, Allen Ebelt, Walter Ebelt, Cameron Elliott, the Emerson family, Earl & Irene Fallen, Jon Fallen, Jackie Finch, Gene 
Freeman, Penny Gadmer, Bill and Mildred Gandin, Louise Glaze, Betty Gleason, Laura Green, Martha Hall, John Harlow, 
Dorothy Haschke, Darrel Hearn, Kathy and Steve Heath, Ryan Hegesfeld, Susan Henderson, Elizabeth & Glenn Hickerson, 
Ann Hill, Jack Hunt, Dorrie Jackson, Barbara Johnson, Cathy Johnson, Thelma Jones, Dennis Killian, Lee Kruse, Lavon Mahon, 
Bonnie Maple, Michelle Maurizi, Frances Mayberry, Will Mayer, Janet McGowan, Henry and Sara McKinley, Ed Mills, Dia 
Morales, Fred Orrell, Gary & Dian Parker, Jody Parker, Jean Parks, Doris Parr, Jim Piersall, Gloria Powell, Ky and Anna Ruth 
Putnam, Milton & Noni Ray, Caroline Reaves, Betty Roberts, Rogers & Jane Roberts, Gail Roth, Kathleen Saathoff, Donna 
Schmidt, Aaron Self, Stephanie Skinner, Barbara Smith, Lura Smith, Toni Smith, Billy Stephens, Jen Stoker, Carol Stone, Ruth 
Stone, Terry Sullivan, Hazel Swearingen, Danny Thomason, Hazel Thompson, Pamela Thompson, Lloyd Tittle IV, Pete 
Trevino, Marisha Turner, Rosalie Turner, Ronnie Vance, Carmen S. Velez, Bitsy Vilven, Martha Wachel, Gary & Zelda Ward, 
Virginia Wells, Gwen West, Paul Wieting, the Wilson family, George Wood, Gay Woods, Layton Woods, Julia Woodhull, 
Barbara Wright, Carol Yip Choy 
 

THE PRAYER CONNECTION is a ministry that is at the heart of the church - caring for each other in sorrow and in 
joy.  Please help us minister and reach out to you and our faith community more effectively. Please let us know 
when and how God answers.  



 

 

Child ren,  You th and  F amil y News  

                                         From the Family Ministries Director 
 
What a hectic, busy, strenuous and amazing couple of weeks it has been! 
 

Our AMPED! Vacation Bible School was a lot of fun and we have received a lot of positive feedback from our 
neighborhood. Thanks to our volunteers, many of whom will be reading this (I hope some people are reading, 
there’ll be a test on Sunday) we were able to welcome 125 children into our space and teach them that the God 
that created the universe made them, nurtures them, wants them to succeed and most of all loves them. 
 

Our Open House was terrific with a much larger than anticipated attendance. We are so well known for our 
VBS and it is a perfect example of the great things we can do when we come together as a church. No volunteer 
is too old or too young to make an impact, we work so well together not because we are youth or we are 
seniors. We work so well because we are God’s family and we are St. Stephen’s. 

 

Before the dust had settled on VBS I was packing my suitcase and stressing my dog out all over again. This time for UM ARMY in Porter, 
Texas. This was my first UM ARMY and I already know that I will be going again next year. I may even try and recruit you because I’m not 
sure I have seen a better program for high schoolers (and junior high thanks to our pilot program). 
 

Youth were matched up on day one in groups largely with strangers and by the end of the week they were close friends able to talk about 
their lives and their faith in ways that they’ve never been able to do before. They went to homes of people who needed assistance and did it 
willingly and positively almost always in less than ideal conditions. The sun was overbearing, the heat was oppressive but the youth 
endured and finished all of the projects. 
 

Folks, this is not the lazy millennial generation that the media wants you to believe. They have a hand for friendship, an ear for the Gospel 
and a heart for service. If you see Keanna, Alec, Madison, Lance, Phoenix, Campbell, Brody or Teegan around, make sure you congratulate 
them on a job well done. 
 

My last note is for an omission from my last article. I wrote the article soon after I got home from Lakeview and I was suffering from a 
mixture of sleep deprivation, heat exhaustion and sunscreen overdose. In my haze when I listed the amazing campers who attended, I 
missed out Garrett Holcombe. It was important to me that I made that right. 
 
Feeling blessed, 

Steven Fisher 
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                       Love and Logic Parenting Workshop 
 

There will be a new Love and Logic Parenting Workshop starting at St. Stephen’s in the Fall. Love and 
Logic is dedicated to making parenting and teaching fun and rewarding, instead of stressful and 
chaotic. They provide practical tools and techniques that help adults achieve respectful, healthy 
relationships with their children. The class is a six week course that will run from September 17th to 
October 22nd. 

 

The cost for the workshop is $150 for an individual ($125 for a church member) or $250 for a couple ($200 for church members). The 
nursery will be available for each class for a small fee. Dinner for all the family is included in the cost.  
 

For more information about the course and how to register, visit stsumc.org/loveandlogic or come by the church office where we have 
paper registration forms on hand.  

                                                                                 SongPlay! 
 

A six-week SongPlay! Summer Mini-Session begins at St. Stephen’s Wednesday, July 11, at 9:15 a.m. in Room 101. 
Open to children age birth through preschool, SongPlay! targets five areas of development: musical, physical, 
intellectual, social and spiritual. Classes are 45 minutes and are followed by snack time. Unlike other music 
programs, we do not require a one-to-one parent/child ratio, and you may bring older siblings to the same class. For 
more information and to register, please contact Julie Osterman at josterman@stlukesmethodist.org  
 

 
                                                                   Re-vAMPED Reunion 

 

VBS friends and family, join us for a reunion picnic at Oak Forest Park, 2100 Judiway Street, Saturday, July 14, from 
4:00-6:00 p.m. We'll have music, games, food and fun! Visit our website: www.stsumc.org to RSVP and for more 
information.  
 

 
 

                                                                                  Feast! 
 

Join us for our first “Feast!”, hosted by St. Stephen’s Family Ministries, Sunday, July 15, following the 11:00 service. 
We’ll be meeting at Live Oak Grill, 10444 Hempstead Road, which just added a new playground under their big oak 
trees for children’s play. If you take them your St. Stephen’s worship bulletin, you can get 10% off any appetizer. 
Feast! will be held at a kid-friendly restaurant on the third Sunday of each month. 

mailto:josterman@stlukesmethodist.org
https://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stsumc.org&sa=D&usd=2&usg=AFQjCNENKnO7DwjBnH4AoDDxqGVPWeIENA


 

 

Children, Youth and Family News 7 

 



 

 

2003 West 43rd Street 
Houston, Texas  77018 
Phone: (713) 686-8241 
Fax: (713) 686-8427 
www.stsumc.org 
 

Visit us on Facebook: 
facebook.com/ststephenshoustontx 
St. Stephen’s United Methodist Women 
Young Energetic Adults 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

PERIODICA L  

PAID  

HOUSTON,  TX  

 

Steven Fisher 
Family Ministries Director 
steven@stsumc.org 
 
 
 
 

Andrea Muţ 
Organist 
 
 

Candice Croker 
Director,  
Johnson Memorial School 
jms@stsumc.org 
 
 
 
 

Melissa Soto 
Nursery Coordinator 
 
 
 

 

Ariel Burton, Anita Cabrera, Brittany 

Hietpas, Karen Meier  —   Nursery Staff  

Rev. Nathan Lonsdale 
Bledsoe 
Senior Pastor 
nathan@stsumc.org 

 

Mary Jessie 
Accounting Manager 
mary@stsumc.org 

 
 

Mary Ellen King 
Executive Secretary 
maryellen@stsumc.org 

 

    Administrative Staff 

    Program Staff 

Rev. Lindsay Smith 
Pastor of Music and  
Worship 
lindsay@stsumc.org 

VIPs  

The VIPs are a fellowship group at St. Stephen’s for adults age 50 and better.  
We welcome you to join us on Thursday, July 12, in the fellowship hall for 
our monthly luncheon. A short business meeting will begin at 11:00 a.m., 
followed by entertainment with magician and ventriloquist, J. D. Babin, and a 
catered meal at noon. The cost is $10 per person. Please RSVP to Peggy 
Bickel at 713-957-0255 if you are not already on a call list.  
 

We will be traveling to Bryan, Texas, on July 25 for lunch at Must Be Heaven, followed by a 
demonstration and shopping at Joy Pottery. Next, we’ll visit Messina Hof Winery. Lunch will be on 
your own. The cost for the winery tour and tasting will be $15 per person. The bus will leave St. 
Stephen’s at 8:45 a.m. and return around 5:15 p.m. Please contact Brenda Paulk to sign up at 713-686-
8000 or joelpaulk@att.net no later than Friday, July 13.  

Join us for a “Summer in Paris” Luncheon, sponsored by Harris County 
Precinct 4’s Senior Adult Program, Friday, July 13, at 11:30 a.m. in the 
fellowship hall at St. Stephen’s. The cost is $10 per person, payable to 
Fun4Seniors, and includes live musical entertainment and lunch. Ben’s 

Chuck Wagon will cater the meal which will include chicken cordon bleu, mashed potatoes, green 
peas, rolls, dessert and iced tea. Register at www.hcp4.net/sap/events or call 281-893-3726.  

Fun4Seniors Luncheon  

Ladies of all ages are welcome to join the Red Hats for lunch on Saturday, July 14, 
at 11:30 a.m., at Yank Sing Restaurant, 2005 Mangum Road. Please RSVP to 
Florence Bowman at 713-682-4513.  
 

The Rambling Reds of St. Stephen’s meet on the first or second Saturday of the 
month to support and encourage women in their pursuit of fun, friendship, 
freedom, fulfillment and fitness.  Meeting locations vary from month to month. If 
you would like more information about the Red Hats, please contact Betty 
Patterson at 713-688-3681.  

Red  Hats  

Senior G ames  

Seniors gather for domino games each Wednesday in the fellowship hall. 
The morning session begins at 9:30 and an afternoon session begins at 1:00. 
You are welcome to bring a sack lunch. 
 

Our monthly Senior Activities Day Luncheon, usually held on the first 
Wednesday of the month, is taking a break in July. We’ll be back on August 
1, beginning with games at 9:30 a.m., followed by a soup and sandwich 
lunch at 11:45 a.m. Love offerings are encouraged to help cover the cost of 
lunch. Invite a friend! 


