
 

 

Sunday, August 5: 
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

Communion Sunday 
 

Celebration Service 
8:30 am 

 
Sunday School  

9:40 am 
 

Traditional Worship 
11:00 am 

 
 
 

 Sunday, August 12: 
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

Food Pantry Sunday 
 

Celebration Service 
8:30 am  

 
Sunday School  

9:40 am 
 

Traditional Worship 
11:00 am 

 
 
 
 
 

Listen to sermons at: 
http://www.stsumc.org/listen/ 

The Evangel  

OUR MISSION 
is to make disciples  

of Jesus Christ for  
the transformation 

 of the world! 

I am really loving our current worship series, “The Faith We Sing.” To open 
the series, Jonathan Lowe preached a wonderful sermon where I learned 
about a very special sheep named Chris, and how much God loves and 
pursues us.  This past Sunday I got to do one of my favorite things: learn a 
bunch of new information as I prepared to preach, and then share it with you 
on a Sunday. But what I’m really loving is connecting so deeply with music. 
 
What are the songs that are closest to your heart? For some of us, they may 
be hymns and praise songs, but for some of us they may be a different sort of 
song all together. I love all sorts of music, and there are so many different 
songs that connect me to special memories, places, or ideas.  
 

There are so many things to love about our church, but one of my favorite things is that we are truly a 
singing congregation. Whether we’re in contemporary worship at 8:30, traditional worship at 11, 
Sunday School, or ministry with our children, someone is probably singing. This helps us to embody and 
experience the things we believe.  
 
It took me many years to realize that God is truly calling all of us to sing. Whether we would be 
comfortable as a soloist in an opera (...like Pastor Lindsay) or we’ve spent most of our lives terrified of 
having anyone hear us sing (like me), God delights in our singing!  
 
So here’s my challenge to you: Sing more! I’ll close with the words of John Wesley, which are printed at 
the front of every hymnal ever made by the United Methodist Church or it’s predecessors: 
 

“Sing all. See that you join with the congregation as frequently as you can. Let not a slight degree of 
weakness or weariness hinder you. If it is a cross to you, take it up, and you will find it a blessing.” 
 

“Sing lustily and with a good courage. Beware of singing as if you were half dead, or half asleep; but 
lift up your voice with strength. Be no more afraid of your voice now, nor more ashamed of its being 
heard, than when you sung the songs of Satan. “ 

 

                  (Directions for Singing, III & IV,  from John Wesley’s Select Hymns, 1761) 
 
 

Paz, 
Rev. Nathan Lonsdale Bledsoe 
Senior Pastor, St. Stephen’s UMC 
512.771.2741 (c) 
stsumc.org 
revnayte.org 
 
 

A Message from the Pastor 

August 3, 2018  

Volume 23, No. 16  

 

Nathan wants to meet you! 
 

Give us a call at the office or set up 
an appointment for yourself at 
https://calendly.com/revnayte 
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Publication Date  News Deadline 
August 17  Noon, Monday, August 13 
 

Send articles to maryellen@stsumc.org. 

Attendance and Contributions at St. Stephen’s: 

 8:30 am 11:00 am Sunday School Operating Building Maintenance Missions/ 
Communion 

Other 

July 15 66 157 88     

July 22 53 118 82     

July 15-23    $20,985.01 $20,435.00 $4,180.00 $3,628.27 

July 1, we officially transitioned to our new financial system. What does this mean to you? Well, if you 
already give by bank transfer/EBT, you will need to switch over to the new system. If you’re tech savvy, 
you will now be able to manage your bank draft or credit card giving on your own! Simply go to 
stsumc.churchcenter.com/giving, and set up your account. Once you do this, please send an email to 
mary@stsumc.org so we can make sure not to have any double charges during the changeover. If you’d 

like to keep giving automatically but don’t feel comfortable with the computer, call Mary Jessie at the church office and she’ll help you get 
everything underway.  
 

We are confident that the new system is user-friendly, extremely safe and secure, and up to the highest privacy standards. We’re also 
confident that making it easier for people to give and to track their own giving will be beneficial to our ministry. Mary and Nathan are both 
happy to answer any questions you have about this process!  

New F inancial  System  

Mil estones  

Holy Baptism 

Justin Joseph Boehm, son of Martin and Sarah Boehm, and grandson of Robert and Rhonda Boehm, was baptized at St. Stephen’s 
on Sunday, July 29. Justin is pictured above with several members of his family, including big brother, Wade, who is standing beside him.  

                                                               In Memory 
 

We extend our prayers and sympathy to Stephen Edrozo and his family upon the death of his brother, 
Joseph Edrozo, on July 21, 2018. A memorial service was held for Joe on July 28 in Texas City.  

http://stsumc.churchcenter.com/giving
mailto:mary@stsumc.org
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I am so excited about our current worship series, “The Faith We Sing.” I truly believe that what we sing shapes 
what we believe, and in this series we get the chance to examine those beliefs through our sung theology!  
 

Next Sunday, we will talk about one of the most prolific and impactful English hymn writers, Charles Wesley. 
Charles left a legacy for us as Methodists: we are a singing people! John Wesley knew that the hymns Charles 
wrote and that the societies sang together had a deep impact on the faith formation of each person. Together 
John and Charles published 56 collections of hymns in 53 years. These would have been the poems only, and a 
book of tunes would be published separately. Texts and tunes were easily interchanged during this time, 
though today we tend to think of the text and tune of a hymn as one unit. These hymns were used for personal 
devotion as much as public worship. If you’d like to see what one of these books looked like, some of these 
hymnals have been scanned and can now be viewed online. Here is a link to “A Collection of Hymns for People 
Called Methodists” by John Wesley:  
https://books.google.com/books?id=VGBIAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA5#v=onepage&q&f=false  
 

Most, but not all, of the hymns held within were written by Charles and edited by John. The original hymnal was first published in 1779, 
though this collection was reprinted in 1875 with a supplement of choruses, anthems, and other more recently written hymns. 
 

The following week, we will examine and experience a hymn from Korea, which is one of the most joyful songs I have ever experienced. 

The final week of our series will feature a more recently written hymn, “In the Midst of New Dimensions.” Come and join us as we sing our 

faith together! 

                                 Notes from th e Music  and Worsh ip Pastor  

GriefShare  

GriefShare is a grief recovery support group where you can find help and healing for the hurt of losing a loved one. Our GriefShare group is 
led by caring people who understand what you’re going through and will walk alongside you through one of life’s most difficult experiences.  

Each cycle of 13 weekly sessions includes a video teaching featuring top experts on grief and recovery subjects, followed by small group 
discussion where you’ll have the opportunity to share your grief experiences with others. Sessions are self-contained so you can begin at 
any time and return to future cycles to attend any sessions you may have missed. A workbook is provided for further personal study of the 
grieving process and to help sort out your emotions through journaling.  

Our fall cycle will begin meeting Tuesdays from 6:30-8:00 p.m. on August 28.  “Surviving the Holidays”, a special GriefShare session on 
dealing with the many emotions you may face during the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays, will be held in November and again in 
December. Please call the church office at 713-686-8241 for more information, and to let us know if you will be attending our next 
GriefShare cycle so that we can ensure we have enough printed material on hand.  

 

Table Talks with the Bishop 

On Saturday August 11, from 2-3:30 p.m., Bishop Scott Jones will be leading sessions in which he teaches those in attendance about the 
plans being presented and some of the possibilities about the future of the United Methodist Church. For more information or to register, 
please visit https://www.txcumc.org/thewayforward. 

https://books.google.com/books?id=VGBIAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA5#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://www.txcumc.org/thewayforward
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Friday, August 3: 
6:00 am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Denny’s @ 34th & Hwy 290) 
 

Saturday, August 4: 
7:00 am—Garden Angels Dirt Diggers Workday (Work on church 
                    flowerbeds.)  
8:00 am—Sea Scouts Ship 24 Garage Sale (Scout House) 
8:00 pm—Narcotics Anonymous Support Group (Scout House) 
 

Sunday, August 5: 
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
Communion Sunday 
7:30 am—Sonrise (Celebration Service) Choir Practice (Sanctuary) 
8:30 am—Celebration Service (Sanctuary) 
9:40am—Sunday School for Children, Youth and Adults (Education Bldg) 
11:00 am—Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 
12:15 pm—Radical Hospitality Ministry Team Meeting (Room 101) 
 

Monday, August 6: 
10:00 am—Senior Adult Council Meeting (Room 201) 
12:00 pm—Narcotics Anonymous Support Group (Scout House) 
7:00 pm—Boy Scouts Troop 604 Meeting (Scout House) 
8:00 pm—Narcotics Anonymous Support Group (Room 209) 
 

Tuesday, August 7: 
9:30 am—Line Dancing Class (Fellowship Hall) 
12:30 pm—Office/Program Staff Meeting (Room 112) 
7:30 pm—Sea Scouts Ship 24 Meeting (Scout House) 
 

Wednesday, August 8: 
6:00 am—Men’s Bible Study (Room 112) 
9:30 am—Senior Games (Fellowship Hall) 
10:00 am—Homebound Visitation (Choir Room) 
12:00 pm—Narcotics Anonymous Support Group (Scout House) 
1:00 pm—Senior Games Afternoon Session (Room 112) 
2:30 pm—Pastor’s Bible Study (Room 101) 
6:30 pm—Yoga Class (Room 101) 
 

Thursday, August 9: 
11:00 am—VIPs Luncheon (Fellowship Hall) 
7:00 pm—Chancel Choir Practice (Choir Room) 
8:00 pm—Narcotics Anonymous (Room 209) 
 

Friday, August 10: 
6:00 am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Denny’s @ 34th & 290) 
 
Saturday, August 11: 
8:00 am—Kairos Outside Day Retreat (Fellowship Hall) 
11:30 am—Red Hats Luncheon (Barbeque Inn, 116 West Crosstimbers) 
 
 

Saturday, August 11 (cont.): 
2:00 pm—Table Talks with Bishop Scott Jones (West University UMC) 
8:00 pm—Narcotics Anonymous Support Group (Scout House) 
 
Sunday, August 12: 
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
Food Pantry Sunday 
7:30 am—Sonrise Choir Practice (Sanctuary) 
8:30 am—Celebration Service (Sanctuary) 
9:40 am—Sunday School for Children, Youth and Adults (Education Bldg) 
11:00 am—Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 
12:00 pm—United Methodist Women Meeting (Fellowship Hall) 
12:30 pm—Adult Bible Class Lunch Trip 
3:00 pm—Blessings Bags Mission Project (Fellowship Hall) 
 

Monday, August 13: 
10:00 am—The Gathering Place (Fellowship Hall) 
12:00 pm—Deadline to turn in articles for August 17 Evangel 
                       (Send to maryellen@stsumc.org or call the office.) 
12:00 pm—Narcotics Anonymous Support Group (Scout House) 
7:00 pm—Boy Scouts Troop 604 Meeting (Scout House) 
8:00 pm—Narcotics Anonymous Support Group (Room 209) 
 

Tuesday, August 14: 
9:30 am—Line Dancing Class (Fellowship Hall) 
7:00 pm—Finance Committee Meeting (Room 101) 
7:30 pm—Sea Scouts Ship 24 Meeting (Scout House) 
 

Wednesday, August 15: 
6:00 am—Men’s Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 
9:15 am—SongPlay! (Room 101) 
9:30 am—Senior Games (Fellowship Hall) 
9:30 am—Hope Mission Group (Room 112) 
12:00 pm—Narcotics Anonymous Support Group (Scout House) 
1:00 pm—Senior Games Afternoon Session (Fellowship Hall) 
2:30 pm—Pastor’s Bible Study (Room 101) 
6:00 pm—Worship Ministry Team Meeting (Sanctuary) 
6:30 pm—Yoga Class (Room 101) 
 

Thursday, August 16: 
10:00 am—Prayer Shawl Ministry Meeting (Room 112) 
6:15 pm—Handbell Choir Practice (Room 101 
7:30 pm—Chancel Choir Practice (Choir Room) 
8:00 pm—Narcotics Anonymous Support Group (Room 209) 
   
Friday, August 17: 
6:00 am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Denny’s @ 34th & 290) 
 
                    
 

The G athering Pl ace  

 

Our next meeting of The Gathering Place, a ministry for persons with Alzheimer’s and other types of memory loss, and 
their caregivers, will take place Monday, August 13, from 10:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., in the fellowship hall. At each Gathering, 
our guests enjoy fun activities including games, crafts, music, fitness and live entertainment. Lunch is also provided. 
Caregivers have the choice of staying with their care partners and participating in the activities, or using the time for a 
break.  There is no charge to attend Gatherings. If you believe you and your care partner might benefit from this ministry, 
and you would like more information, please contact Monica Holiday with CarePartners at 713-682-5995, ext. 206. If you 
know someone who might benefit from this ministry, please let them know about The Gathering Place.  
 

 



 

 

In  Ou r 
Prayers  

In  the 
Mil itary  Allen Clutter  

Prayer C oncerns  

In  the 
Hospital  

M D Anderson—David Turilli 

Mission and Volunteer  Opportunities 5 

                                                           Mission Supply Drive 

St. Stephen's will be packing blessings bags for our homeless neighbors on Sunday, August 12, at 3:00 p.m. in 
the fellowship hall. We would love for you to join us, but there are ways to help even if you are not available on 
the day. You can support the project with your financial gifts by visiting https://bit.ly/2KQQ8Jl or by texting a 
dollar amount and the word “bags” to 84321 for a one time donation.  

We are also in need of supplies. Anything that could be helpful is welcome, but we are definitely looking for 
water bottles, gallon Ziploc bags, high protein canned goods, socks, travel sized toiletries, non-perishable 
snacks (crackers, etc.) and granola/cereal bars.  

                                                            UMCOR School Kits 
 

The month of August will be here soon, bringing the beginning of a new school year! The United Methodist 
Women are collecting supplies through Sunday, August 12, for school kits for UMCOR (United Methodist 
Committee On Relief) as this year’s UMCOR Hands On Project. Complete lists of the supplies needed, as well as 
collection baskets, are located in the Narthex (sanctuary foyer). Please consider donating items from this list 
for children who might not otherwise have school supplies.  
 

Women of all ages are welcome to join the Hope Mission Group and help assemble the school kits on 
Wednesday, August 15, beginning with refreshments at 9:30 a.m. in Room 112.  

                                              Communion Offering for August 

Our Communion Offering for the month of August will go to Lulu M. Stevens Elementary School, located in Oak 
Forest at 1910 Lamonte Lane. Since 1992, the generosity of St. Stephen’s members has enabled Stevens 
Elementary to provide uniforms and school supplies to children whose families could not, and to provide 
supplies to teachers beyond their regular budgets. St. Stephen’s also provides volunteers to the school to tutor 
the children in reading. Please continue to support Stevens Elementary with your time, prayers and generous 
contributions.  

Ed Abrahams & family upon the death of his wife, Claytie; Pat Anderson, John & Dorothy Artz, Chappie Ashburn, Ruth 
Austin, Betty Babin, Carolyn Belk, Anita Bishop and daughters, Robert Boehm, Sandy Bonnin, Phyllis Briggs, Kathy Bruns, 
Effygene Bull, Julie Burks, David Burnette, Patrick Burns, Jr., John Butler, Sr., Chappie Collins, Earl & Gloria Collins, Katreena 
Collins, Marilyn Compton, Shereka Curtis, Elizabeth Dennard, Kelly Dickinson, Tana Dionne, Charlotte Dorton, Gerald 
Dupree, Jennifer Dylan, Angela Earl, Allen Ebelt, Walter Ebelt, Stephen Edrozo & family upon the death of his brother, 
Joseph; Cameron Elliott, the Emerson family, Earl & Irene Fallen, Jon Fallen, Jackie Finch, Gene Freeman, Penny Gadmer, Bill 
and Mildred Gandin, Louise Glaze, Betty Gleason, Laura Green, Martha Hall, John Harlow, Dorothy Haschke, Darrel Hearn, 
Kathy and Steve Heath, Ryan Hegesfeld, Susan Henderson, Elizabeth & Glenn Hickerson, Ann Hill, Jack Hunt, Dorrie Jackson, 
Barbara Johnson, Cathy Johnson, Thelma Jones, Dennis Killian, Lee Kruse, Gary & Susan Lamb, Lavon Mahon, Bonnie Maple, 
Michelle Maurizi, Frances Mayberry, Will Mayer, Janet McGowan, Henry and Sara McKinley, Ed Mills, Dia Morales, Fred 
Orrell, Gary & Dian Parker, Jody Parker, Jean Parks, Doris Parr, Jim Piersall, Gloria Powell, Ky and Anna Ruth Putnam, 
Milton & Noni Ray, Caroline Reaves, Betty Roberts, Rogers & Jane Roberts, Gail Roth, Kathleen Saathoff, Donna Schmidt, 
Aaron Self, Stephanie Skinner, Barbara Smith, Lura Smith, Cindy St. Lawrence, Billy Stephens, Jen Stoker, Carol Stone, Ruth 
Stone, Terry Sullivan, Hazel Swearingen, Danny Thomason, Hazel Thompson, Pamela Thompson, Lloyd Tittle IV, Pete 
Trevino, Marisha Turner, Rosalie Turner, Ronnie Vance, Jim Veith, Carmen S. Velez, Bitsy Vilven, Martha Wachel, Gary & 
Zelda Ward, Virginia Wells, Gwen West, Paul Wieting, the Wilson family, George Wood, Gay Woods, Layton Woods, Julia 
Woodhull, Barbara Wright, Carol Yip Choy 
 

THE PRAYER CONNECTION is a ministry that is at the heart of the church - caring for each other in sorrow and in 
joy.  Please help us minister and reach out to you and our faith community more effectively. Please let us know 
when and how God answers.  

                                      Volunteers Needed for Finance Ministry 
 

The finance ministry is looking for a few more volunteers to help with the counting of the offering as well as 
data entry. If you may be able to serve your church in this way, please contact Nathan.  

                                                                         Food Pantry Sunday 
 

Sunday, August 12, is Food Pantry Sunday at St. Stephen’s. Please bring donations of non-perishable food to the 
basket in the Narthex (sanctuary foyer) marked MANNA (Ministry Assistance of the Near Northwest Alliance). 
The food will be delivered to MANNA’s food pantry to be given to families in need in our area.  



 

 

Child ren,  You th and  F amil y News  

 

Children’s Moment 
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Feast! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Whether dining inside or playing outdoors at Live Oak Grill, sixty people enjoyed good food and fellowship at our first Feast! last month. 
Feast! is held at a family-friendly restaurant on the third Sunday of the month following the 11:00 service. Mark your calendar and plan to 
join us for our next Feast! Sunday, August 19. Watch for details on our website: www.stsumc.org and Facebook page: facebook.com/
ststephenshoustontx or on the announcement page of the weekly worship bulletins. 

 

Each Sunday, children are welcome to come forward for the Children’s Moment, a special time during worship designed to help them gain 
an understanding of the Scripture lesson. Nathan is pictured above sharing a message with young worshippers at the 8:30 Praise 
Celebration service on Sunday, July 29.  

Our Family Ministries Director, Steven Fisher, and his wife, Christie, are on vacation, including a trip to 
England to visit Steven’s family. We hope he and Christie are having a wonderful time and we’ll welcome him 
back in the church office on August 6, looking forward to an update on his trip! 



 

 

Summer Fitness at St. Stephen’s 
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Beat the heat of summer and stay fit at the same time! We’ve got some “cool” classes for summer fun and fitness at St. Stephen’s.  
 
Join us for a free line dancing class Tuesdays from 9:30-10:30 a.m. 
in the fellowship hall. All ages and skill levels, including beginners, 
are welcome! Dress is casual. Comfortable shoes recommended. 
 

After a long day at work, relax with yoga Wednesday evenings from 6:30-7:30 in Room 101. Open to 
all, the class is taught by our member, Kendra Penry Clutter, and features a slower and gentler style of 
yoga, allowing for more relaxation.  The cost is $5 per class.  

 

   Herb Garden Update 

In case you missed the article on St. Stephen’s herb garden a couple of newsletters ago, here is an update on the garden, which is located 
just outside the church office:  
 

Houston’s hot summer dry spell took a toll on the parsley, but it is beginning to come back. Some new herbs are popping up, as well, 
including new basil and sage plants. The welcome rain showers we had earlier this week should help to bring even more green to the 
garden. We now officially have parsley, sage, rosemary and thyme! Our garden also includes Cuban oregano, chives, mint and primitive 
tomatoes. This garden is for sharing, so please feel free to pick some fresh herbs to take home and enjoy! 
 

Once again, our thanks go to Paula Hicks who planted and continues to care for the herb garden! 

There will be a new Love and Logic Parenting Workshop starting at St. Stephen’s in the Fall. Love and 
Logic is dedicated to making parenting and teaching fun and rewarding, instead of stressful and 
chaotic. The workshop provides practical tools and techniques that help adults achieve respectful, 
healthy relationships with their children. The class is a six week course that will run from September 
17th to October 22nd. 
 

The cost for the workshop is $150 for an individual ($125 for a church member) or $250 for a couple ($200 for church members). The 
nursery will be available for each class for a small fee. Dinner for all the family is included in the cost.  
 

For more information about the course and how to register, visit stsumc.org/loveandlogic.                                     

Love and Logic Parenting Workshop 



 

 

2003 West 43rd Street 
Houston, Texas  77018 
Phone: (713) 686-8241 
Fax: (713) 686-8427 
www.stsumc.org 
 

Visit us on Facebook: 
facebook.com/ststephenshoustontx 
St. Stephen’s United Methodist Women 
Young Energetic Adults 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

PERIODICA L  

PAID  

HOUSTON,  TX  

 

Steven Fisher 
Family Ministries Director 
steven@stsumc.org 
 
 
 
 

Andrea Muţ 
Organist 
 
 

Candice Croker 
Director,  
Johnson Memorial School 
jms@stsumc.org 
 
 
 
 

Melissa Soto 
Nursery Coordinator 
 
 
 

 

Ariel Burton, Anita Cabrera, Brittany 

Hietpas, Karen Meier  —   Nursery Staff  

Rev. Nathan Lonsdale 
Bledsoe 
Senior Pastor 
nathan@stsumc.org 

 

Mary Jessie 
Accounting Manager 
mary@stsumc.org 

 
 

Mary Ellen King 
Executive Secretary 
maryellen@stsumc.org 

 

    Administrative Staff 

    Program Staff 

Rev. Lindsay Smith 
Pastor of Music and  
Worship 
lindsay@stsumc.org 

VIPs Meeting  

The VIPs, a fellowship group at St. Stephen’s for adults age 50 and better, will  
meet Thursday, August 9, in the fellowship hall. Following a short business 
meeting at 11:00 a.m., our own Lindsay Smith will be providing the 
entertainment! A catered meal will be served at noon at a cost of $10 per person. 
Please RSVP to Peggy Bickel by Monday, August 6, at  713-957-9255.  

Ladies of all ages are welcome to join the Red Hats for lunch on Saturday, August 
11, at 11:30 a.m., at Barbeque Inn, 116 West Crosstimbers. Please RSVP to Kathy 
Bruns at 713-956-8925.  
 

The Rambling Reds of St. Stephen’s meet on the first or second Saturday of the 
month to support and encourage women in their pursuit of fun, friendship, 
freedom, fulfillment and fitness.  Meeting locations vary from month to month. If 
you would like more information about the Red Hats, please contact Betty 
Patterson at 713-688-3681.  

Red  Hats  

Sea S couts  G arage S al e Fund raiser  

Sea Scouts Ship 24 will hold a garage sale this Saturday, August 4, from 8:00 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m. at the Scout House, located across the street from the church at the 
corner of West 43rd and Donna Bell. Donations of small working appliances, 
home decor, kitchen items and small furniture, including patio furniture, will be 
accepted before 8:00 a.m. on Saturday only. No clothing, please!  
 

Thank you in advance for supporting Ship 24! 

United  Meth od ist  Women  

The United Methodist Women of St. Stephen’s welcome all women to join us for our 
monthly meeting Sunday, August 12, in the fellowship hall following the 11:00 
worship service.  Please bring a sack lunch. If you would like more information about 
the UMW, please contact Marsha Hickerson at 281-797-6234 or 
mahickerson@comcast.net.  


