
 

 

Sunday, August 20: 
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Celebration Service 

8:30 am 
 

Sunday School  
9:40 am 

 

Traditional Worship 
11:00 am 

 

 
 

Sunday, August 27: 
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

Blessing of the Backpacks 
 

Celebration Service 
8:30 am 

 

Sunday School 
9:40 am 

 

Traditional Worship 
11:00 am 

 
 
 
 

Listen to sermons at: 
http://www.stsumc.org/listen/ 

The Evangel  
S t .  S t e p h e n ’ s  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  

August 18, 2017                          Volume 22, No. 17  

OUR MISSION 
is to know God and 
make God known! 

If you weren't in worship this past Sunday, we talked about the riots and white-
supremacist inspired violence that happened in Charlottesville, Virginia on 
Saturday. Then we reaffirmed our baptismal vows, which include calls to resist 
violence and oppression of all forms as members of the Church, which God has 
opened to people of all ages, races, and nations.  
 

I am deeply passionate about the local church being a place that people can have 
deep and meaningful conversation about our world and our place in it. I also think 
that, as Christian people we should think about these things theologically! Any 
time we can think about things in light of scripture and our faith, and not just 
because “they're the right thing to do,” we deepen our understandings, our 

commitments, and our faith. Sometimes we get lucky, and our worship plans and scriptures line up with 
what's going on in our world. This coming Sunday is one of those times.  
 

On Sunday, we’ll wrap up our Absurd Grace summer worship series talking about one of my very favorite 
passages of scripture: Jesus and the Syrophonecian woman (Matthew 15:21-28). This is one of those 
passages that really digs into what it means that Jesus Christ was fully God and fully human. When the 
story starts, Jesus doesn't want to help this woman from a group of people very different from himself. 
But then an incredible thing happens; the woman challenges Jesus, and he agrees with her!  
 

There are lots of ways to interpret this text, but my favorite one is that in it we see Jesus learn something. 
Even the perfect Messiah, because he is human, is growing and learning, because it's an essential part of 
being a human to learn and grow. Jesus finds himself thinking that, because he was sent to a particular 
group of people, he doesn't have time for an outsider. This tells me that gravitating towards our own 
groups of people is part of being human too. But then, as we know, Jesus was also fully divine. And he 
remembered that, as absurd as it may be, he was sent to proclaim love and peace and healing and hope to 
the whole world! What an amazing God we serve. A God who brought a love so radical and wide it can 
tear down the most basic and accepted walls we build ourselves. Even when it's shocking. Even when it's 
absurd.  
 

I'm so thankful to be your pastor, and I'm looking forward to worshipping with you this Sunday as we 
continue to experience God’s absurd grace.  
 

Paz, 
Nathan 
 
 
 
 
 

A Message from the Pastor 

Family Ministries Survey! 

 
Nathan wants to meet you! 
 

Give us a call at the office or set up 
an appointment for yourself at 
https://calendly.com/revnayte 

 

 

 

 

Whoever you are, we want your input! We are doing some research on our church and our neighborhood 
to help us to dream about what our ministry with children and youth might look like here at St. 
Stephen’s. If you are a student, a parent, a grandparent, or just someone who is passionate about our 
children, please take the time to fill out this easy survey: http://bit.ly/stsfamilies. We have also posted 
the link to the survey on our Facebook. We encourage you to share it with your friends from the area, 
whether they’re part of our church or not. We look forward to working with you on doing faithful and 
meaningful ministry with our children and youth for years to come!  

http://bit.ly/stsfamilies


 

 

THE EVANGEL Vol. 22 Issue 17, August 18, 2017 (USPS 019-947) is 
published bi-weekly free of charge to subscribers by St. Stephen’s 
United Methodist Church, 2003 West 43rd St., Houston, TX 77018-
3009.  Periodicals postage paid at Houston, TX.  POSTMASTER:  
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2003 West 43rd St., Houston, TX 77018-3009. 

                     Evangel  Deadlines    

2 Attendance and Contributions at St. Stephen’s: 

Publication Date  News Deadline 
September 1  Noon-Monday, August 28 
September 15  Noon-Monday, September 11 
 

Send articles to maryellen@stsumc.org or call the church office. 

Mil estones  

 8:30 am 11:00 am Sunday School Operating Building Missions/ 
Communion 

Other Fundraiser 

August 6 56 162 112 $17,262.22 $237.50 $1,048.00 $860.00 — 

August 13 
 

59 173 112 
 

$7,438.50 $157.50 $30.00 $187.47 __ 

                      Happy 92nd Birthday! 
 
 
 

In Memory 
 

We extend our prayers and sympathy to the 
family of Katherine Allen, also lovingly 
known as “Communion Kathy” for her 
faithful attendance on Communion Sundays 
at St. Stephen’s.  Kathy passed away 
Thursday, August 10. A memorial service 
was held for her on Monday, August 14, at 
Pat Foley Funeral Home in Houston.  

GriefShare 

When you are grieving the death of someone close, friends and family often want to help, but don't know how. Our 
GriefShare group is led by caring people who have experienced grief and understand how you feel because we’ve 
been in the same place. GriefShare offers support and encouragement for your grief journey.  
 

A new GriefShare support group will meet weekly at St. Stephen’s on Tuesdays beginning August 22 at 6:30 pm in 
Room 201. Each of the 13 sessions includes a Christian-based video teaching by top experts in the field of grief 

recovery, followed by small group discussion, where you’ll have the opportunity to share with others who have experienced a loss such as 
yours.  Sessions are self-contained, so you are welcome to begin attending our GriefShare group at any point, and will be able to pick up 
any sessions you missed during our next 13-week cycle. For more information visit www.griefshare.org or call the church office.  
 

Colleen Green and the Rambling Reds (Red Hat Ladies) of St. 
Stephen’s helped Frances Bohlae celebrate turning 92 years 
young on her birthday, August 5! The group had lunch at 
Govinda’s Vegetarian Cuisine after a tour of the Hare Krishna 
Temple on West 34th Street. 

Notes of Thanks 
 

August 6, 2017 
 

The Moan family would like to thank all of you for your many 
prayers during Bill’s 7-month battle with liver cancer. Your 
presence at his service, the cards and donations to the church in 
his memory, the beautiful prayer shawl, and your love and 
support have helped us cope with our loss. We also want to say a 
special thank-you to Pastor Nathan and Mary Gossett for their 
hospital visit and Nathan’s comforting words at Bill’s service.  
 

We know that we have your love and support as we adjust to 
our “new normal” - life without Bill.  
 

Blessings to all, 
Shirley, Sabrina, David, Ashleigh, Jessie, Zach and 

Brittany 

 
   ************************************************************* 
 

August 9, 2017 
 

Thank you to the wonderful members of this church and the 
Bible Village workers who stepped up so quickly to help me the 
morning I learned of my granddaughter’s sudden death. 
 

Your prayers, cards, kind thoughts and messages of faith are 
blessings I’ll treasure always. 
 

Thank you sincerely, 
Marylee Spears 

 
 



 

 

St .  S tephen’s UMC —Calend ar of  Events  

Sunday, August 27: 
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
Blessing of the Backpacks 
7:30 am—Sonrise (Celebration Service) Choir Practice (Sanctuary) 
8:30 am—Celebration Service (Sanctuary) 
9:40 am—Sunday School for Children, Youth & Adults (Education Bldg) 
11:00 am—Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 
 

Monday, August 28: 
1st Day of Classes for HISD 
12:00 pm—Deadline to turn in articles for September 1 Evangel 
                      (Send to maryellen@stsumc.org or call the church office.) 
5:30 pm—Women’s Self-Defense Course (Fellowship Hall) 
7:00 pm—Trustees Board Meeting (Church Library) 
7:00 pm—Boy Scouts Troop 604 Meeting (Scout House) 
 

Tuesday, August 29: 
9:30 am—Line Dancing Class (Fellowship Hall) 
12:30 pm—Staff Meeting (Room 112) 
5:30 pm—Women’s Self-Defense Course (Fellowship Hall) 
6:30 pm—Griefshare Grief Support Group (Room 201) 
7:30 pm—Sea Scouts Ship 24 Meeting (Scout House) 
 

Wednesday, August 30: 
“Wednesday Nights” Begin at St. Stephen’s! 
6:00 am—Men’s Bible Study (Room 112) 
9:30 am—Senior  Games (Fellowship Hall/Bring a sack lunch.) 
1:00 pm—Senior Games Afternoon Session (Fellowship Hall) 
5:00 pm—Fellowship (Fellowship Hall/Bring dinner for your family.) 
5:30 pm—Women’s Self-Defense Course (Room 209) 
6:30 pm—Adult Bible Study 
6:30 pm—Children’s Choir Practice 
 

Thursday, August 31: 
5:30 pm—Women’s Self-Defense Course (Fellowship Hall) 
6:15 pm—Handbell Choir Practice (Room 101) 
7:30 pm—Chancel Choir Practice (Choir Room) 
 

Friday, September 1: 
6:00 am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Denny’s @ 34th & 290) 

Friday, August 18: 
6:00 am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Denny’s @ W 34th & 290) 
9:30 am—Bus leaves church for Solitaires trip to Galveston 
 

Saturday, August 19: 
7:00 am—Garden Angels Dirt Diggers Workday (Work on flowerbeds.) 
8:30 am—Kairos Outside Board Meeting (Fellowship Hall) 
8:00 pm—Narcotics Anonymous Support Group (Scout House) 
 

Sunday, August 20: 
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
7:30 am—Sonrise (Celebration Service) Choir Practice (Sanctuary) 
8:30 am—Celebration Service (Sanctuary) 
9:40 am—Sunday School for Children, Youth & Adults (Education Bldg) 
11:00 am—Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 
12:30 pm—Adult Bible Class Luncheon (Pappas Seafood on I-45 North) 
 

Monday, August 21: 
7:00 pm—Nominations Committee Meeting (Room 101 
7:00 pm—Boy Scouts Troop 604 Committee Meeting (Scout House) 
 

Tuesday, August 22: 
9:30 am—Line Dancing Class (Fellowship Hall) 
12:30 pm—Staff Meeting (Room 112) 
6:30 pm—New GriefShare Grief Support Group Begins (Room 201) 
7:30 pm—Sea Scouts Ship 24 Meeting  (Scout House) 
 

Wednesday, August 23: 
6:00 am—Men’s Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 
9:30 am—Senior Games (Fellowship Hall/Bring a sack lunch.) 
1:00 pm—Senior Games Afternoon Session (Fellowship Hall) 
 

Thursday, August 24: 
6;15 pm—Handbell Choir Practice (Room 101) 
7:30 am—Chancel Choir Practice (Choir Room) 
 

Friday, August 25: 
6:00am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Denny’s @ 34th & 290) 
11:30 am—Solitaires Luncheon (Don Jose Mexican Restaurant, 
                      5305 Antoine Dr at Pinemont) 
 

Saturday, August 26: 
8:00 pm—Narcotics Anonymous Support Group (Scout House) 
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St. Stephen’s will host a free self-defense course for 
women, sponsored by Harris County Precinct 1, 
Monday through Thursday, August 28-31, from 5:30-
8:30 p.m. in the fellowship hall. The R.A.D. Defense 
System is a comprehensive course for women which 

begins with awareness, prevention, risk reduction and avoidance, 
while progressing on to the basics of hands-on defense training. To 
register for the course, please visit www.pct1.constable.net or contact 
the instructor, Deputy Constable Tracie Mathews-Segura, at 713-755-
7677 if you do not have Internet access.   

Red Hats Luncheon 

The Red Hats of St. Stephen’s invite women of all ages to 
join us Saturday, September 9, at 11:30 a.m. at Don Teo’s 
Mexican Restaurant, 2026 West 34th Street at the corner 
of Oak Forest. Wear your red hats or something red on 
your head and get ready to have fun! Please RSVP to 
Barbara Johnson at 713-686-6116.  

Women’s Self-Defense Course 

St. Stephen’s will host a Defensive Driving Class, 
sponsored by AARP and open to adults age 50+, Monday, 
September 25, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in the 
fellowship hall. The cost is $15 for AARP members and 
$20 for non-AARP members.  Please note that this class is 
for insurance discount purposes and does not qualify for 
traffic ticket dismissal. RSVP to Florence Bowman at 713-682-4513. 

VIPs Day Trip 

Blessing of the Backpack 

Students of all ages and educators, get ready for the 
new school year! Bring your backpacks and book 
bags to the 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. worship services on 
Sunday, August 27, for a special blessing!  

The Solitaires, offering fellowship and support to any 
who have lost a spouse, will meet for our monthly 
meeting Saturday, August 25, at 11:30 a.m. at Don 
Jose’s Mexican Restaurant, 5305 Antoine Drive at 
Pinemont. If you are not currently on a call list, 
please RSVP to Diane Johnson at 713-686-6371. 

Solitaires Meet Offsite in August 

The VIP Travel Group will be heading up I-45 to visit the 
National Museum of Funeral History on Friday, 
September 22nd. This Museum is celebrating it's 25th 
Anniversary. It features coffins and artifacts from 
history and around the world, including many cultural exhibits. It is a 
self-guided tour that will take approximately 1 1/2 hours. We will have 
lunch at Cracker Barrel, where we will sit in one general area, and will 
be in charge of our own lunches. The bus will leave St. Stephen's at 
10:15 a.m., and we will return at approximately 2:00 p.m. The cost of 
the museum will be $8.00, if we have 25 people. To sign up, see or call 
Brenda Paulk at 713-686-8000.  

Defensive Driving 



 

 

In  Ou r 
Prayers  

In  the 
Mil itary  Dirk Ray Jr., Allen Troth  

Pr ayer  Co ncer n s  
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In  the 
Hospital  

Kindred –Texas Medical Center—Nancy Hunt             Memorial Hermann Greater Heights—Ruth Austin 

Mission and Volunteer  Opportunities 

                             Volunteers Needed for Children’s Sunday School 
 

Our Children’s Sunday School classes are in need of more volunteers! We need at least four teachers for 
storytelling, cooking and missions rotations. Volunteers can serve one or two Sundays a month (or more if you 
desire!). Please contact Sharon Graham at 281-820-6756 or sgraham1018@sbcglobal.net; or Kathy Chambers 
at 713-202-7093 or kathyachambers@gmail.com if you would like to help out! 

“Wednesday Nights” Needs a Few Volunteers 
 

We are looking for a few great volunteers to help with Wednesday Night Ministries. Specifically, we could use 
a couple people who are interested in helping with children and a handful of people who want to be 
welcoming hosts in the kitchen and fellowship hall. If you're interested in helping in these things, please let us 
know!  

 
 United Methodist Women News 

 

Rev. Glynden Bode presented a program on Climate Justice for the August UMW meeting on Sunday, August 13. The United Methodist 
Women have designated Climate Justice as one of their ten Mission Focus Issues.  

Ladies of all ages, you are invited to join us for our next UMW meeting on Sunday, September 10, following the 11:00 a.m. worship service. 
Please bring a sack lunch.  

If you would like more information about the United Methodist Women, please contact Marsha Hickerson, St. Stephen’s UMW President, at 
281-797-6234 or mahickerson@comcast.net. 

Ed & Claytie Abrahams, the family of Kathy Allen, John & Dorothy Artz, Chappie Ashburn, Ruth Austin, Robert Baldwin, 
Earl Banks, Carolyn Belk, Anita Bishop, Marie Bolding, Paula Brady, Nancy Buck, Effygene Bull, John Butler, Sr., Chappie 
Collins, Earl & Gloria Collins, Dorothy Cox, Elizabeth Dennard, Charlotte Dorton, Gerald Dupree, Cameron Elliott, the 
Emerson family, Penny Gadmer, Bill & Mildred Gandin, Louise Glaze, Betty Gleason, Laura Green, Dorothy Haschke, Ann 
Hill, Betsy Hill, Elizabeth Huebner, Damian Janacek, Thelma Jones, Lee Kruse, Angus & Virginia Lewis, Lavon Mahon, 
Bonnie Maple, Michelle Maurizi, Frances Mayberry, Ed Mills, Michael Niederhofer, John Parent, Gary & Dian Parker, Jody 
Parker, Betty Parks, Jean Parks, Brenda Paulk, Margie Perron, Gloria Powell, Ky and Anna Ruth Putnam, Milton & Noni Ray, 
Caroline Reaves, Betty Roberts, Rogers & Jane Roberts, Kathleen Saathoff, Michael Sackett, Donna Schmidt, Barbara Smith, 
Lura Smith, Billy Stephens, Carol Stone, Hazel Swearingen,  the Swint family, Danny Thomason, Hazel Thompson, Pete 
Trevino, Rosalie Turner, Ronnie Vance, Bitsy Vilven, Martha Wachel, Virginia Wells, the Wilson family, Margaret White 
(hospice), Paul Wieting, George Wood, Gay Woods, Julia Woodhull 
 

THE PRAYER CONNECTION is a ministry that is at the heart of the church - caring for each other in sorrow and in 
joy.  Please help us minister and reach out to you and our faith community more effectively. Please let us know 
when and how God answers.  
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Fine Arts Camp 

Child ren and  You th  News  

The children heard a story read by Ms. Ledbetter about secrets Jesus told. Then, 
after some music time with Rev. Lindsay, they colored pictures about a secret 
that is not a secret: Jesus loves you! Check out their pictures on the Library door. 
 

We said goodbye to Nayeon as she and her family are moving out of state. She 
and her sister received Deep Blue Bibles from Rev. Lindsay. 

Wow! What an awesome week of Fine Arts Camp we had! 26 children attended and learned about “The Arts Through 
the Ages,” while also learning about God’s faithful love for us throughout all of time!  
 

Then on Sunday, we had to say goodbye to our wonderful organist, Juyeon Kim. They are travelling for the next several 
days to their new home in Seattle, Washington. They take our prayers and love with them as they go, knowing how 
much they were cared for by our congregation.  
 

We are now beginning the process of interviewing and auditioning candidates. I am hoping to form a small team of five 
to seven people to assist in the interview process. If you have a particular interest in this and would like to join the 
search team, which will attend the auditions and share their input with me, please contact me at lindsay@stsumc.org.  
 

God blessed us with Juyeon, and continues to bless us even now. I look forward to seeing what blessings will come next! 
 

In other upcoming news: Children’s choir begins August 30th at 6:30! I hope your family is considering adding this activity to your calendar!  

                                                                      Notes from the Music Pastor  

mailto:lindsay@stsumc.org


 

 

St. Stephen’s  
United Methodist Church 
2003 West 43rd Street 
Houston, Texas  77018 
Phone: (713) 686-8241 
Fax: (713) 686-8427 
www.stsumc.org 
 

Visit us on Facebook: 
facebook.com/ststephenshoustontx 
St. Stephen’s United Methodist Women 
Young Energetic Adults 
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PERIODICA L  

PAID  

HOUSTON,  TX  

 

Candice Croker 
Director,  
Johnson Memorial School 
jms@stsumc.org 
 

 
 

Melissa Soto 
Nursery Coordinator 
 
 
 

Anita Cabrera, Brittany 
Hietpas, Adriana Montes, 
Rachel Montes  
Nursery Staff  

Rev. Nathan Lonsdale 
Bledsoe 
Senior Pastor 
nathan@stsumc.org 

 

Mary Jessie 
Accounting Manager 
mary@stsumc.org 

 

 
Mary Ellen King 
Executive Secretary 
maryellen@stsumc.org 

 

Administrative Staff 

Program Staff 

 

Men’s Ministries  

“Wandering Home” Fall Worship Series 

Rev. Lindsay Smith 
Pastor of Music and  
Worship 

 

 

 

Have you ever wondered, “Where is God leading me?”, “Am I ever going to get there”, or “What can 
I gain from being on this journey?”  Sundays this fall beginning August 27, we’ll dig into the book 
of Exodus. Each week we’ll put the scriptures for the coming week in the worship bulletin. We 
hope you’ll join us on our walk with Moses and God’s people as they take the long road home.   

 

 

 

 

We are so excited about Wednesday nights at St. Stephens this fall, and hope you are, too! They will 
be a chance for us to deepen community, grow in our faith, and have some fun. Starting Wednesday 
August 30, we’ll have the fellowship hall open from 5-6:30 with drinks, tables, and paper goods. We 
hope that you'll bring your dinner so we can fellowship together! This will give families a chance to 
eat together before the rest of the evening’s fun. From 6:30-7:30, Nathan will lead a Bible study, 
and Lindsay will lead rehearsal for our children’s choir. (The Bible study will also be held 
Wednesday afternoons at 2:00.)  

We encourage you to put Wednesday nights at the church on your calendar for the fall! Please see 
page 4 for Wednesday Night volunteer opportunities. 

Wednesday Nights this Fall 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Men of all ages are invited to join weekly men’s ministries at St. Stephen’s. 
 

The Men’s Bible Study meets each Wednesday morning in the fellowship hall. We begin with coffee, 
kolaches and fellowship at 6:00 a.m., followed by Bible study, led by James Sackett, from 6:30-7:30. 
For more information and to be added to the list for weekly emails, please contact James at 
jsackett@geospace.com. 
 

Men gather for prayer and fellowship over breakfast each Friday morning at 6:00 a.m. at Denny’s 
Restaurant located at West 34th Street and Highway 290. If you would like more information, 
please contact Charles Warren at 713-695-2357. 


