
 

 

Sunday, October 2: 
Twentieth Sunday  

after Pentecost 
World Communion Sunday 

 
Contemporary Worship 

8:30 am 
 

Sunday School  
9:40 am 

 

Traditional Worship 
11:00 am 

 

 

 
Sunday, October 9: 
Twenty-first Sunday 

 after Pentecost 
Food Pantry Sunday 

Stewardship Campaign Begins 
 

Contemporary Worship 
8:30 am  

 

Sunday School  
9:40 am 

 

Traditional Worship 
11:00 am 
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OUR MISSION 
is to know God and 
make God known! 

Consecration Sunday Is Coming 

 

Congregations that approach financial stewardship from a biblical perspective do not view 
the money Christians give to their church merely as a way to pay its bills. Rather, such 
congregations see financial contributions as a way to help people grow spiritually in their 
relationship with God by supporting their church’s mission and ministry with a percentage of 
their incomes. 

St. Stephen’s stewardship and finance committees have selected the New Consecration 
Sunday Stewardship Program as a way to teach the biblical and spiritual principles of generous 
giving in our stewardship education emphasis this year. 

New Consecration Sunday is based on the biblical philosophy of the need of the giver to give for 
his or her own spiritual development, rather than on the need of the church to receive. 
Instead of treating people like members of a social club who should pay dues, we will treat 
people like followers of Jesus Christ who want to give unselfishly as an act of discipleship. 
New Consecration Sunday encourages people toward proportionate and systematic giving in 
response to the question, “What percentage of my income is God calling me to give?”  

During morning worship on October 30, Consecration Sunday, we are asking our attendees 
and members to make their financial commitments to our church’s missionary, benevolent, 
and educational ministries in this community and around the world. 

Every attendee and member who completes an Estimate of Giving Card does so voluntarily by 
attending St. Stephen’s morning worship services on Consecration Sunday. We urge people to 
attend who feel strongly opposed to completing a card. The procedure is done in such a way 
that no one feels personal embarrassment if he or she chooses not to fill out a card. 

We will do no home solicitation to ask people to complete cards. During morning worship our 
guest leader will conduct a brief period of instruction and inspiration, climaxed by members 
making their commitments as a confidential act of worship. 

We will encourage participation in Consecration Sunday events through St. Stephen’s  
Consecration Sunday team and Church Council members. Since we will make no follow-up 
visits to ask people to complete their cards, we will make every effort to inform, inspire, and 
commit everyone to attend Consecration Sunday worship on October 30. 

Thanks in advance for your enthusiastic participation in our Consecration Sunday events. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Gary Mingle 

Council Chairperson 

2017 Church Leaders 

St. Stephen’s annual Charge Conference will be held this year on Monday, 
November 14, at 7:00 p.m. in our sanctuary. Each year at our Charge 
Conference, we elect church leaders for the coming year. In preparation for 
our Charge Conference, our Nominations Committee is working to prepare a 
slate of leaders and team members who will lead St. Stephen’s ministries in 
2017. If you would like to serve in a particular area or on a ministry team in 

2017, please contact Pastor Kevin or the church office. If you are currently serving on a 
ministry team or as a leader, and your term of service ends in 2016, please let Pastor Kevin or 
the office know as soon as possible if you do not plan to continue serving in that area. 

A Message from the Church Council Chair 



 

 

THE EVANGEL Vol. 21 Issue 19, September 30, 2016 (USPS 019-
947) is published bi-weekly free of charge to subscribers by St. Ste-
phen’s United Methodist Church, 2003 West 43rd St., Houston, TX 
77018-3009.  Periodicals postage paid at Houston, TX.  POSTMAS-
TER:  Send address changes to St. Stephen’s United Methodist 
Church, 2003 West 43rd St., Houston, TX 77018-3009. 

                     Evangel  Deadlines    
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From the S t .  S teph en’s Fou nd ation Committee  

Attendance and Contributions at St. Stephen’s: 

 

Publication Date  News Deadline 
October 14  Noon, Monday, October 10 
October 28  Noon, Monday, October 24 
 

Send articles to maryellen@stsumc.org or call the church office. 

                                     Answering a “Macedonian Call” to Do Good 

The term “Macedonian Call” refers to a God-given vision that directed the route Paul took on his second 
missionary journey. With the help of a few friends, Paul answered his Macedonian call and indeed changed the 
world. Just like Paul, each of us may be called to handle a God-sized request to help make disciples of Jesus 

Christ for the transformation or the world. What is God calling you to do with the church? Maybe your call is to help with mission work 
overseas. Or perhaps there is a project right here at home that is calling for your talents and resources. Margaret Mead once said, “Never 
believe that a few caring people can’t change the world. For, indeed, that’s all who ever have.” Don’t be afraid to tackle that huge, “God-
sized” Macedonian call for your help. For more information on how to answer your calling, contact the church office, or our financial 
partner, Heartspring Methodist Foundation at 713-533-3780, 1-800-521-9617 or office@heartspringmethodist.org.  

 8:30 am 11:00 am Sunday School Operating Building Missions/ 
Communion 

Other Repairs 

September  18 52 176 114 $7,475.90 $600.00 $25.00 $1,072.27 — 

September 25 
 

48 125 102 $4,308.32 $200.00 $155.00 — — 

Welcome, New Preparatory Members! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

                                                                  In Memory 
 

We extend our prayers and sympathy to the following families: 
 

Joyce Barton and her family upon the death of her sister, June 
Reynolds, on September 17. A private burial was held at 
Brookside Memorial Park in Houston. Arrangements for a 
celebration of her life with friends and family are pending. 
 

Rhonda Boehm and family upon the death of her nephew, Zane Jangda, on 
September 17. A service was held for Zane on September 20. 
 

Danny Niederhofer and family upon the death of his uncle, Lonnie Coursey, on 
September 21. A graveside service will be held for him at 1:15 p.m. Friday, 
September 30, at Houston National Cemetery.  
 

Pastor Kevin and Ginger Otto, and Wendy Cooper upon the death of Preston 
Cooper, grandfather of Ginger and Wendy, on September 23. A graveside 
service was held for Preston on September 28 at Memory Gardens of Jefferson 
County in Nederland, Texas. Memorial contributions for Preston may be made 
to Harbor Hospice of Beaumont, 2450 North Major Drive, Beaumont, Texas, 
77713. 

Adelynn Jean Smith, daughter of Rev. Lindsay 
Smith, Minister of Music, and Justin Smith, was 
baptized on Sunday, September 18, by Pastor 
Kevin Otto.  

Mil estones  

Note of Thanks 
 
September  15, 2016 
 

Just a note of heartfelt thanks for all my calls, gifts, 
cards and most of all, the love of everyone. I will 
still be around, and am looking to being active in 
daytime activities.  
 

It has been a pleasure to be of service to you all in 
the office. Pray for me for whatever God has in 
store.  
 
Love and blessings, 

Cindy Tindol 

Thomas Joel Tackett, son of John and Alisa Tackett, was baptized on 
Sunday, September 18, by Rev. Tom Holcomb, assisted by Mary Gossett, 
Director of Student Ministries.  



 

 

St. Stephen’s UMC—Calendar of Events  

Sunday, October 9: 
Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 
Food Pantry Sunday/Stewardship Campaign Begins 
7:30 am—Sonrise (Celebration Service) Choir Practice (Sanctuary) 
8:30 am—Celebration Worship Service (Sanctuary) 
9:40 am—Sunday School for Children, Youth & Adults (Education Bldg) 
11:00 am—Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 
12:00 pm—Reception for Mature & Young Adult of the Year (Room 101) 
1:00 pm—Disciple II Bible Study (Church Library)                    
1:00 pm—Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group Meeting (Room 101) 
1:00 pm—In the Image Musical Practice (Room 101) 
COVENANT Bible Study Begins-Call office for time (Church Library) 
 

Monday, October 10: 
10:00 am—The Gathering Place (Fellowship Hall) 
11:40 am—Staff Prayer (Sanctuary) 
12:00 pm—Deadline to turn in articles for October 14 Evangel  
                      (Send to maryellen@stsumc.org or call the church office.) 
6:30 pm—Delta Kappa Gamma Meeting (Holy Grounds Cafe ) 
7:00 pm—Young Life Meeting (Fellowship Hall) 
7:00 pm—Boy Scouts Troop 604 Meeting (Scout House) 
 

Tuesday, October 11: 
Special Camp for Special People—Lakeview Conference Center 
9:00 am—Johnson Memorial School Classes (Education Building) 
9:30 am—Blessing of the Stuffed Animals (Church Library) 
9:30 am—Line Dancing Class (Fellowship Hall) 
1:00 pm—Johnson School Dance Class (Room 101) 
6:30 pm—GriefShare Grief Support Group Meeting (Room 201) 
7:00 pm—Finance Ministry Team Meeting (Room 101) 
7:30 pm—Sea Scouts Ship 24 Meeting (Scout House) 
 

Wednesday, October 12: 
HISD/Johnson School Holiday 
Special Camp for Special People 
6:00 am—Men’s Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 
9:30 am—Senior Games (Fellowship Hall/Bring a sack lunch.) 
10:00 am—Beautiful Already Women’s Bible Study (Room 201) 
10:15 am—Homebound Visitation (Room 101) 
6:00 pm—Sonrise (Celebration Service) Choir Practice (Sanctuary) 
1:00 pm—Johnson School Stay-N-Play (Church Library) 
7:00 pm—Missions Ministry Team (Church Library) 
 

Thursday, October 13: 
Special Camp for Special People 
9:00 am—Johnson School Classes (Education Building) 
11:00 am—VIPs Luncheon (Fellowship Hall) 
1:00 pm—Johnson School Gymnastics (Room 101) 
1:15 pm—Office/Program Staff Meeting (Church Library) 
6:00 pm—Girl Scouts Meeting (Room 113) 
6:15 pm—Handbell Choir Practice (Room 101) 
6:30 pm—Empowered to Connect Parent Training Class (Room 201) 
7:30 pm—Chancel Choir Practice (Choir Room) 
 

Friday, October 14: 
6:00 am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Denny’s @ West 34th & 290) 
 

Friday, September 30: 
6:00 am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Denny’s @ 34th & 290) 
11:30 am—Solitaires Luncheon (Fellowship Hall) 
 

Saturday, October 1: 
7:00 am—Garden Angels Dirt Diggers Workday (Work on flowerbeds.) 
10:00 am—Blessing of the Animals (Candlelight Park) 
11:30 am—Red Hats Luncheon (Your Cup of Tea, 2620 Fondren Rd) 
8:00 pm—Narcotics Anonymous Support Group (Scout House) 
 

Sunday, October 2: 
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost/World Communion Sunday 
7:30 am—Sonrise (Celebration Service) Choir Practice (Sanctuary) 
8:30 am—Celebration Worship Service (Sanctuary) 
9:40am—Sunday School for Children, Youth & Adults (Education Bldg) 
11:00 am—Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 
12:00 pm—Radical Hospitality Ministry Team Meeting (Church Library) 
12:15 pm—Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group Meeting (Room 101) 
12:15 pm—In the Image Musical Practice (Room 101) 
1:00 pm—Disciple II Bible Study (Church Library) 
 

Monday, October 3: 
10:00 am—Senior Adult Council Meeting (Room 201) 
11:40 am—Staff Prayer (Sanctuary) 
7:00 pm—Young Life Meeting (Fellowship Hall) 
7:00 pm—Boy Scouts Troop 604 Meeting (Scout House) 
 

Tuesday, October 4: 
9:00 am—Johnson Memorial School Classes (Education Building) 
9:30 am—Line Dancing Class (Fellowship Hall) 
1:00 pm—Johnson School Dance Class (Room 101) 
6:30 pm—GriefShare Grief Support Group Meeting (Room 201) 
6:30 pm—Stewardship Orientation  
7:30 pm—Sea Scouts Ship 24 Land Ship Ceremony (Fellowship Hall) 
 

Wednesday, October 5: 
6:00 am—Men’s Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 
9:00 am—Johnson Memorial School Classes (Education Building) 
9:30 am—Senior Activities Day Games & Lunch (Fellowship Hall) 
10:00 am—Beautiful Already Women’s Bible Study (Room 201) 
1:00 pm—Johnson School Stay-N-Play (Church Library) 
7:00 pm—Education Ministry Team Meeting (Room 112) 
 

Thursday, October 6: 
9:00 am—Johnson Memorial School Classes (Education Building) 
10:00 am—Prayer Shawl Ministry Meeting (Room 112) 
1:00 pm—Johnson School Gymnastics (Fellowship Hall) 
6:15 pm—Handbell Choir Practice (Room 101) 
6:30 pm—Empowered to Connect Parent Training Class (Room 201) 
6:30 pm—Girl Scouts Brownies (Room 108) 
7:30 pm—Chancel Choir Practice (Choir Room) 
 

Friday, October 7: 
6:00 am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Denny’s @ 34th St & Hwy 290) 
9:00 am—VIPs Trip to West Columbia (Bus leaves from church) 
 

Saturday, October 8: 
8:00 pm—Narcotics Anonymous Support Group (Scout House) 
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 October: National Breast Cancer Awareness Month 

THEME: Mind...Body...Spirit 

The 8:30 a.m. ushers would like to thank Karen Alford again this year 
for a variety of beautiful pink ribbons. We will present a ribbon to 
everyone who attends the 8:30 a.m. service on October 9 in honor of 
our cancer survivors and thrivers.  Our usher, Michelle Dorr, will have 
cake in the Narthex (sanctuary foyer) after the service. 

Barbara Smith 

Head Usher, 8:30 a.m. Service 

Blessing of the Animals 
 

Everyone is welcome to bring your pets to T C Jester Park, 4201 T C 
Jester Blvd, this Saturday, October 1, at 10:00 a.m. for a “Blessing of 
the Animals”, hosted by our Radical Hospitality Ministry Team.   

 

The custom of blessing pets dates 
back to the time of St. Francis of 
Assisi, who loved all creatures. 
The bond between a person and 
his/her pet is like no other 
relationship; it is communication 
between fellow creatures at its 
most basic. It is therefore no 

wonder that people enjoy the opportunity to bring their animal 
companions for a special blessing! 



 

 

In  Ou r 
Prayers  

In  the 
Mil itary  Dirk Ray Jr., Allen Troth  

Prayer C oncerns  
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In  the 
Hospital  

Colonial Oaks Westchase—Anna Ruth Putnam (hospice)          Kindred-Town and Country—Noni Ray   
Memorial Hermann-Memorial City—Sandra Scott          

Mission and Volunteer Opportunities 

                                                                                                  Communion Offering for October 
 

Our Communion offering throughout the month of October will go to the Methodist mission in Mulungwishi. United 
Methodists have been bringing the Gospel to the Democratic Republic of Congo for over 100 years. In 1918, Bishop John M. 
Springer established the Methodist mission station of Mulungwishi to be the educational center for the region. Mulungwishi 
station includes Katanga Methodist University, a Methodist Theological Seminary, the Doris Bartlett Women’s School, a 
health center, three secondary schools, a primary school, an agricultural project within the local community and the United 

Methodist church’s Mulungwishi District headquarters. Please support the Mulungwishi Methodist mission with your prayers and 
generous contributions.  
 

                                                                                 Last Call for UMCOR Sager Brown Missions Trip 
 

Time is running out to sign up for a 5-night mission trip to Sager Brown in Baldwin, Louisiana, to volunteer in the 
warehouse or other related activities. Elizabeth Jackson is organizing this trip between mid-October and early December. 
Elizabeth is an UMCOR certified TACCOT ERT, as well as a member of St. Stephen’s Missions Ministry Team. Volunteers are 
needed at Sager Brown on one of the following weeks: October 16-21, October 23-28, November 13-18, or November 27-
December 2. Volunteers would depart after early (8:30 a.m.) church service on Sunday to carpool for the 4 1/2-hour drive, 
to arrive by 3:30 p.m. (tentative); returning to Houston on Friday after lunch.  If you are interested in volunteering for this trip, please 
contact Elizabeth as soon as possible at 281-788-6924 or et.jackson@yahoo.com as deadlines to submit necessary paperwork are very 
near.   
 

                                                                       Nursery Volunteers Needed 
 

We are in need of volunteers to be in the nursery with our little ones on Wednesday mornings from 10:00-11:00 a.m.; 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday evenings; and Sunday mornings. If you would like to volunteer in our nursery, or if you 
know someone who might be interested in joining our weekly paid nursery staff, please contact Mary Gossett at 713-686-
8241 or youth@stsumc.org. 
 

                                                                                                       Christmas Basket Project 

BIGGER AND BETTER is the slogan for this year’s Christmas Basket project! Bigger, because 70 children will receive 
gifts compared to 62 last year! Better, as shopping will be easier because you will purchase only a toy of child’s choice, and 
shirts and slacks, even though the $60 allowance per child remains the same. An abundance of adventurous opportunities await your 
personal God-given gifts. Enjoy shopping? Buy non-perishable canned and packaged food and bring to the fellowship hall (date to begin 
bringing food will be announced later).  Or shop for gifts which will bring excitement to many children on Christmas morning. 
You choose how many for whom to shop—even the ages you prefer! I will call you regarding details. How about a treasure hunt? Sort food 
finding labels on the tables; that’s a lot of fun! Perhaps you’d like to be an elf and help fill all the boxes with food. Maybe you would rather 
work “behind the scene” and write a check (for any amount) for food and turkeys, which is a real necessity. The church will buy the turkeys 
so you don’t have to handle or store them. If you have or will receive a turkey and want to donate it, please call me at 713-686-0762. So, 
join the fun and reap the reward of joy and happiness. Thank you and God bless you. Gladys Reeve, Coordinator 

Ed and Claytie Abrahams, Dianne Alexander, Jim Alsup, Edie Anders, John Artz, Chappie Ashburn, Ruth Austin, Joyce 
Barton & family upon the death of her sister, June Reynolds; Anita Bishop, Rhonda Boehm & family upon the death of her 
nephew, Zane Jangda; Ray & Sandy Bonnin, Paula Brady,  the family of JoAnn Bryant, Patrick Burns, Chappie Collins, Earl & 
Gloria Collins, Dorothy Cox, Shereka Curtis & family, Elizabeth Dennard, Charlotte Dorton, Gerald Dupree, George Ebelt, 
Stephen & Brenda Edrozo, Cameron Elliott, Florence Epperson, Jack Ford, Penny Gadmer, Bill & Mildred Gandin, Maria 
Garcia, Lindy Garrett, Alma Green, Rev. Dr. Charles & Phyllis Greene, John Greene, Daniel Griffith, Beverly Harlow, Dorothy 
Haschke, the family of Virginia Head, Elizabeth Huebner, Lee Hughs, Nancy Hunt, Wanzel Jessie, Sr. & family; Thelma 
Jones, Lee & LaNell Kruse, Jim & Dianne Latham & family; the Leffler & Barra families upon the death of Emily’s father, 
David Barra; Angus & Virginia Lewis, Steve & Penny Loy, Carol Luce, Lavon Mahon & family, Bonnie Maple, Frances 
Mayberry, Ed Mills, Mary Nelle Moore, Nina Myers (hospice), Danny Niederhofer & family upon the death of his uncle, 
Lonnie Coursey; Pastor Kevin & Ginger Otto, & Wendy Cooper upon the death of Preston Cooper, grandfather of Ginger & 
Wendy; Gary & Dian Parker, Jean Parks, Margie Perron, Gloria Powell,  Milton Ray, Bill & Caroline Reaves, Bob Reeve, Betty 
Roberts, Rogers & Jane Roberts, Kathleen Saathoff, Stephanie Savoie & family upon the death of her mother, Joanna 
Psencik; Betty Serio, Adelynn Smith, Barbara Smith, Lura Smith, Vance & Jean Sorrells, JoAnn Spivey, Cindy St. Lawrence, 
Ruth Stone, Elizabeth Sutherland, Hazel Swearingen, Danny Thomason, Linda Thompson, Hazel Thompson, Bitsy Vilven, 
George Wood, Gay Woods, David & Carolyn Williamson, Charles Zimmermann  

Homebound Visitation 
 

Pictured at left is last month’s Homebound Visitation Team, our 
biggest ever, including Pastor Kevin and 4 other men! We invite 
you to join us for our next visitation on Wednesday, October 12. 
Adults of all ages are welcome! We gather at 10:15 a.m. in Room 
101 (the Adult Bible classroom) for prayer before dividing into 
small teams to visit our homebound members. For more 
information, please contact Florence Bowman at 713-682-4513. 
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                              From the Director of Student Ministries 

Lunches for Youth and Children 
 

We are so excited to announce that we are having a fall musical for children and youth.  Play practice will 
follow the late service starting on September 11, concluding with the play on November 12 & 13.  Because 
this time coincides with youth, we are looking for volunteers that can provide lunch for around 20 children, 
youth, and volunteers.  You can sign up for a week or more.  Thank you for investing in our young people 
by providing this service.  Please contact Mary Gossett or see the sign up in the Narthex.  

 

Children’s Musical 
 

We are in need of empty soup cans and the rings that go around sodas or drink bottles for a craft for the musical. It is not too late to join us 
for musical practice.  Any children, or youth, who wish to participate in the musical can still do so.  Rehearsals are after the late service each 
week, and the performance will be November 12 & 13.   
 

Children’s Mission Sunday 
 

Thank you to everyone who helped the children in their flood bucket mission project for UMCOR.  If you have not yet brought your 

donations, please do so as soon as possible 

Child ren and  You th  News  

                                                        Notes  from the Minister  of  Mu sic  

Summer Read ing Program Recep tion  

Thanks to all who participated in the Summer Reading Program for 2016: 
 

 Lydia Brew, Kathleen Bruns, Ruth Cook, Nora Hart, Loryn Hicks, Monica 
 Hicks, Robert Hicks, Betty Lane, Nayeon Lee, Brody Leffler, Caroline Leffler, 
 Dot Lockhart, Lexie Mingle, Abigale Smith, Zachary Smith, Cecilia Sullivan, 
 Levi Sullivan, Finley Tackett, Ian Tackett, Loree Vernon, Susan Barcus 
 

Thanks also to Sharon Hayes, Sharon Graham and Frank Chambers for their help this  

summer and setting up for the party.                                             Susan Barcus 

                               St. Stephen’s Librarian 

October 2nd is World Communion Sunday! I love this celebration of our faith that we share with our Christian brothers 
and sisters around the globe. It is amazing to consider that throughout that day, Christians are gathering around a table 
and remembering the acts of love and grace that Christ performed two thousand years ago. This year, we will be singing 
“Hakuna Wakita Sa Jesu” from South Africa. It means “there’s no one in this world like Jesus.” We sang this wonderful 
short song at Fine Arts Camp this summer. The children loved it and I know you will, too. During Communion in the 
11:00 service we will also be singing one of my favorite new hymns, “For Everyone Born” by Shirley Erena Murray. It is 
found in Worship and Song, a UM Hymnal Supplement. 
 

For everyone born, a place at the table, 
for everyone born, clean water and bread, 
a shelter, a space, a safe place for growing, 
for everyone born, a star overhead, 
 

Refrain: 
and God will delight when we are creators 
of justice and joy, compassion and peace: 
yes, God will delight when we are creators 
of justice, justice and joy! 
 

For woman and man, a place at the table, 
revising the roles, deciding the share, 
with wisdom and grace, dividing the power, 
for woman and man, a system that's fair, [Refrain] 

For young and for old, a place at the table, 
a voice to be heard, a part in the song, 
the hands of a child in hands that are wrinkled, 
for young and for old, the right to belong, [Refrain] 
 

For just and unjust, a place at the table, 
abuser, abused, with need to forgive, 
in anger, in hurt, a mindset of mercy, 
for just and unjust, a new way to live, [Refrain] 
 

For everyone born, a place at the table, 
to live without fear, and simply to be, 
to work, to speak out, to witness and worship, 
for everyone born, the right to be free, [Refrain] 

Spooktacul ar  

Save the date - Sunday, October 23 - for our annual Spooktacular, a fun, safe, free Halloween event for children and their 
parents. From 3:00-5:00 p.m. in our fellowship hall, children can enjoy lots of fun activities that are family-friendly. 
Everything is designed to be non-spooky so that even our smallest guests can have  fun. We need lots of volunteers each 
year to help make our Spooktacular a successful outreach to our church family and community. If you are interested in 
volunteering, please contact Steven Fisher at 713-724-8397 or f15h3r@hotmail.com.  

Hol id ay Artisan Market  

St. Stephen’s will host a Holiday Artisan Market in our west sanctuary parking lot on Saturday, October 22, from 9:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m. Proceeds from this outdoor market will benefit the Animal Justice League, a 501(c)3 tax exempt animal rescue 
organization with a focus on the Oak Forest and surrounding neighborhoods of Houston. The market will feature a variety 
of vendors selling items such as clothing, handbags, handmade glass and home de cor. Food trucks will be there, as well. If 
you are interested in participating as a vendor, please contact the organizer of this event, Kim Antley, at 713-560-3680 or 
kantley515@gmail.com.  
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Rev. Lindsay Smith 
Minister of Music 
music@stsumc.org 
 

Mary Gossett 
Director of Student  
Ministries 
youth@stsumc.org 
 

Juyeon Kim 
Organist 
 

Candice Croker 
Director,  
Johnson Memorial School 
jms@stsumc.org 
 

Melissa Soto 
Nursery Coordinator 
 
 

Anita Cabrera, Lydia Soto,  
Jo Ann Spivey 
Nursery Staff  

Rev. Kevin Otto 
Senior Pastor 
kevin@stsumc.org 

Administrative Staff 

Mary Jessie 
Accounting Manager 
mary@stsumc.org 

 

Mary Ellen King 
Executive Secretary 
maryellen@stsumc.org 

Program Staff 

2016 Outstanding Mature and Young Adult Awards 

Each year, St. Stephen’s elects a mature adult (age 50+) and a young adult (age 18
-49) as a way to recognize outstanding service to the church by an individual or 
couple. Nominations are open to all members. Nomination forms are available in 
the Narthex (sanctuary foyer). This Sunday, October 2, is the last day to turn in 
your completed nomination form. Please place completed forms in the baskets in 
the Narthex. The recipients of the awards will be recognized at a reception 
Sunday, October 9, following the 11:00 a.m. worship service in Room 101.  

Pilgrimage Into the Last Third of Life 

Are you well into or just entering the last third of life (defined as 60-90+) and 
wondering and/or worrying about what is left and what the future has in store for 
you? Do you wonder: Does God still have a purpose for my life? What if my health 
fails? What if I have to move? Please join us for an 8-week small group discussion of 
this study by Richard Morgan and Jane Marie Thibault, as we seek together God’s 
answers to the questions of the last third of life. The study will take place 
Wednesdays, from 1:00-2:30 p.m., October 19 and 26; November 2, 9 and 30; and 
December 7, 14 and 21. Contact Dan Barcus at 281-387-7571, 713-937-9087 or 
dbarcus1@comcast.net; or sign up in the library. The deadline to sign up is October 9. 

Adults age 50+ are welcome to join the VIPs for our monthly luncheon, featuring entertainment 
with our own Music Minister, Rev. Lindsay Smith, on Thursday, October 13, at 11:00 a.m. in the 
fellowship hall. The cost is $10 per person and includes a catered lunch. Please RSVP to Barbara 
Johnson at 713- 686-6116 no later than Monday, October 10.   
 

The VIPs will travel to West Columbia on Friday, October 7. The bus will leave St. Stephen’s at 9:00 
a.m. to visit historical buildings and have lunch at the Smoking ‘R Barbeque. The cost is $8 for the 
tours, plus the cost of your lunch. RSVP to Brenda Paulk at 713-686-8000. 

VIPs  

Several of the Sea Scouts of Ship 24 have advanced in their rankings and would like 
to extend an invitation to the St. Stephen’s church family to join them for their Land 
Ship Ceremony this Tuesday, October 4, at 7:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall. 

Sea Scouts Bridging Ceremony 

“The Fellowship” Evening Worship on October 16 

The Fellowship, a service for everyone with contemporary music and worship, will 
be held on Sunday, October 16, at 5:30 p.m. in the fellowship hall, the place that lent 
its name to the service. This first service will be held as a “pilot” with the hope that 
it will aid us in our mission “to know God and make God known”, and provide our 
members, visitors and neighbors an opportunity to praise God at a time that is more 
convenient for them. Communion will also be offered at The Fellowship. Coffee and 
refreshments will be served before and after the service. Make plans to join us for 
worship at The Fellowship in a relaxed and comfortable setting.  


