
 

 

Sunday, October 30: 
Twenty-fourth Sunday  

after Pentecost 
Consecration Sunday 

 
Contemporary Worship 

8:30 am 
 

Sunday School  
9:40 am 

 
Traditional Worship 

11:00 am 
 
 
 

Sunday, November 6: 
All Saints Sunday 

Communion 
 

Contemporary Worship 
8:30 am  

 
Sunday School  

9:40 am 
 

Traditional Worship 
11:00 am 
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OUR MISSION 
is to know God and 
make God known! 

                                Generosity Begins with Trust 
 

 “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door 
will be opened to you.  For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks 
finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened. “Which of you, if 
your son asks for bread, will give him a stone?  Or if he asks for a fish, will give 
him a snake?  If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to 
your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to 
those who ask him!   (Matthew 7:7-11, NIV) 
 

As two little girls counted their pennies, one said, “I have five. How many do you have?”  
“Ten,” the other answered.  
“You don’t! You just have five, the same as me,” the first protested, pointing at the other girl’s palm.  
“No, I have five here, and my dad said he would give me five more when he gets home tonight,” her 
friend said. “So that makes ten!”  
 

That little girl’s answer reminds us of the widow who gave all that she had because she knew there was 
more where it came from—God! (Mark 12:41-44) For disciples of Jesus Christ, giving is not so much an 
act of generosity as it is an act of trust. The Bible teaches us over and over that we should trust God to 
continue providing what we need.  
 

I look forward to seeing you this Sunday at our 8:30 am and 11 am services of worship as we 
consecrate and celebrate what God has provided through us!  Afterwards, at 12 pm, we will 
share and celebrate through a catered barbeque meal in our Fellowship Center!  
 

Yours in Christ, 

Kevin 

Discover Your Spiritual Gifts 

 

Do you have a desire to serve, but need help discovering your spiritual gifts and 
heart passions? The “Spiritual Gifts Discovery Assessment”, a short survey available 
on our website, can help you discover those gifts. To take the survey, please visit 
www.stsumc.org and click where you see “Take the Spiritual Gifts Survey” on the 
home page. If you do not have access to the Internet, paper copies of the survey are 
available through the church office and in the Narthex (Sanctuary foyer). 

A Message from the Pastor 

Daylight Saving Time ends 
Sunday, November 6, at 2:00 
a.m. Don’t forget to turn your 

clocks back 1 hour before you 
go to bed on Saturday, 

November 5. 

Charge Conference 2016 

Our annual Charge Conference will be held Monday, November 14, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
sanctuary. Please make plans to attend, as we will elect new church leaders for 2017 at 
the Charge Conference.  
 

If you would like to serve at St. Stephen’s in a particular area or on a particular 
ministry team, please contact Pastor Kevin or one of our Nominations Team members. 
If you are currently a leader or serving on a ministry team and your term of service 
ends in 2016, please also let us know as soon as possible if you do not plan to continue serving in that 
area so that our Nominations Ministry Team can fill that position.  
 

Each year prior to Charge Conference, we ask for your help in finding “lost 
members”, those we have not seen in a long time and for whom we do not have 
current contact information. If you have updated information for any of the 
following members, please contact Mary Ellen in the church office: 
 

Lost List First Reading:  Jennifer Bailey, Trudy Faye Durham, Bette Ranly  
Lost List Third Reading:  Elizabeth Hill, Sandra Mitchell 



 

 

THE EVANGEL Vol. 21 Issue 21, October 28, 2016 (USPS 019-947) is 
published bi-weekly free of charge to subscribers by St. Stephen’s 
United Methodist Church, 2003 West 43rd St., Houston, TX 77018-
3009.  Periodicals postage paid at Houston, TX.  POSTMASTER:  
Send address changes to St. Stephen’s United Methodist Church, 
2003 West 43rd St., Houston, TX 77018-3009. 

                     Evangel  Deadlines    

2 

From the S t .  S teph en’s Fou nd ation Committee  

Attendance and Contributions at St. Stephen’s: 

 

Publication Date  News Deadline 
October 28  Noon, Monday, October 24 
November 11  Noon, Monday, November 7 
 

Send articles to maryellen@stsumc.org or call the church office. 

 8:30 am 11:00 am Sunday School Operating Building Missions/ 
Communion 

Other Repairs 

October 16 48 149 106 $6,950.00 $440.00 $398.00 $162.96 — 

October 23 
 

47 145 96 $5,871.00 $290.00 $265.00 $300.07 
 
 

— 

In Memory 
 

We extend our prayers and sympathy to 
the family of Jonathan Mackey, Troop 
604 Eagle Scout, who passed away on 
October 15 at the age of 21. Jonathan was 
the son of Mark Mackey, former 

Scoutmaster of Boy Scouts Troop 604. Funeral services for 
Jonathan were held on October 21 at WoodsEdge Community 
Church in Spring, Texas.  
 

Our sympathy and prayers are also extended to Dot Lockhart and 
her family upon the death of her great grandson, Aidan Eyre. 
Funeral arrangements for Aidan are pending at this time. 

Mil estones  

                                    Celebrate Reformation Sunday by Giving Back 
 

While the secular world celebrates Halloween on October 31, the church will celebrate Reformation Day, a day 
to remember as the rediscovery of the good news of salvation by grace through faith. Consider the celebration 
of this great religious movement a reminder to thank God for your many blessings. Remember to give back to 

Him regularly through your time, talents and treasures. To discuss ways you can give back, talk with our financial partner, Heartspring 
Methodist Foundation at 713-533-3780, 1-800-521-9617 or office@heartspringmethodist.org.  

       “Here Comes the Judge” 
 

Rev. Dr. Mark Lewis, former pastor of St. 
Stephen’s United Methodist Church, is writing a 
book about the late Federal Judge Woodrow 
Seals, a former member of St. Stephen’s. Dr. 
Lewis is seeking information, stories and 
anecdotes you would like to share about Judge 
Seals for the book. If you have anything you 

would like to share, please contact him at 281-681–9012 or 281-
723-3495 (cell phone). 

Address Update 
 

Charlotte Dorton made a move 
recently to Georgetown, Texas, due to 
health issues. Here is her new contact 
information, so that you can stay in 
touch with her: 
 

Legacy at Georgetown 
4907 Williams Dr. #232 

Georgetown, Texas 78633 
(512) 240-5395 

 

 

Life is filled with small joys, and today I am thankful for a new office chair, and members of our church who offer 
themselves and their gifts to our church in many different ways. I am so thankful for the numerous persons who 
give of their time, talent, and possessions to our church and even to my family! You are modeling stewardship, 
hospitality, and generosity as you share the love of Christ in your daily lives. I won’t call you out by name, because I 
know that you are humble people, but I hope that you read this and know how grateful I am for you! 
 

During this stewardship campaign, I have been challenged to look again at my own giving and my family’s giving. 
God has given us so much, and it has always been important to us to return a portion to God. This year I reflect on 
the words of David, which are challenging me: “I will not offer to God offerings that cost me nothing.” (2 Samuel 
24:24, paraphrased) There are times when I feel that my giving is benefitting me. I feel good about myself because 
we are tithing, or because I gave to one cause or another. I have cleaned out my closet and given away my extra 
clothes to those who need them, but in the process I was helped to let go of extra things. I offer my voice to God each day in worship and 
praise, but this does not require extra from me. I willingly offer my talents to God, in part because I love to share them with others. None 
of this is bad, but I wonder, are my offerings costing me anything? If I give only when it is convenient for me, or only to benefit myself, 
there is a heart problem with my giving. So, this year, I am truly analyzing my giving with an eye toward the attitude of my heart. With 
David I long to say “I will not offer to God offerings that cost me nothing.” I pray you will join me. 

                                                        Notes from th e Minister  of  Mu sic  

Note of Thanks 
 
 

October 25, 2016 
 

Dear Church Family, 
 

I would like to thank everyone for the cards, 
letters and prayers before and after my recent 
surgery. I am still recuperating, but feeling 
much better. 
 

Sincerely, 

Linda Wren 



 

 

St. Stephen’s UMC—Calendar of Events  

Friday, November 4: 
6:00 am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Denny’s @ 34th St & Hwy 290) 
11:30 am—Fun4Seniors Luncheon (Fellowship Hall) 

 

Saturday, November 5: 
11:30 am—Red Hats Luncheon (Lyndon’s BBQ, 5320 Hollister St) 
8:00 pm—Narcotics Anonymous Support Group (Scout House) 
 

Sunday, November 6: 
All Saints Sunday 
Communion 
Daylight Saving Time Ends 
7:30 am—Sonrise (Celebration Service) Choir Practice (Sanctuary) 
8:30 am—Celebration Worship Service (Sanctuary) 
9:40 am—Sunday School for Children, Youth & Adults (Education Bldg) 
11:00 am—Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 
11:00 am—Children’s Worship Service (Room 101) 
12:15 pm—Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group Meeting (Youth Room 205) 
12:15 pm—In the Image Musical Practice (Room 101) 
12:30 pm—COVENANT Bible Study (Church Library) 
1:00 pm—Disciple II Bible Study (Room 201)                    
 

Monday, November 7: 
10:00 am—Senior Adult Council Meeting (Room 201) 
11:40 am—Staff Prayer (Sanctuary) 
12:00 pm—Deadline to turn in articles for November 11 Evangel  
                      (Send to maryellen@stsumc.org or call the church office.) 
7:00 pm—Young Life Meeting (Fellowship Hall) 
7:00 pm—Boy Scouts Troop 604 Meeting (Scout House) 
 

Tuesday, November 8: 
United States Presidential Election Day 
9:00 am—Johnson Memorial School Classes (Education Building) 
9:30 am—Line Dancing Class (Fellowship Hall) 
1:00 pm—Johnson School Dance Class (Room 101) 
6:30 pm—GriefShare Grief Support Group Meeting (Room 201) 
7:30 pm—Sea Scouts Ship 24 Meeting (Scout House) 
 

Wednesday, November 9: 
6:00 am—Men’s Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 
9:00 am—Johnson Memorial School Classes (Education Building) 
9:30 am—Senior Games (Fellowship Hall/Bring a sack lunch.) 
10:00 am—Homebound Visitation (Room 101) 
1:00 pm—Pilgrimage into the Last 3rd of Life Study (Room 101) 
1:00 pm—Johnson School Stay-N-Play (Church Library) 
 

Thursday, November 10: 
9:00 am—Johnson School Classes (Education Building) 
11:00 am—VIPs Luncheon (Fellowship Hall) 
1:00 pm—Johnson School Gymnastics (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 pm—Girl Scouts Meeting (Room 113) 
6:15 pm—Handbell Choir Practice (Room 101) 
7:30 pm—Chancel Choir Practice (Choir Room) 
 

Friday, November 11: 
6:00 am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Denny’s @ West 34th & 290) 

Friday, October 28: 
6:00 am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Denny’s @ 34th & 290) 
11:30 am—Solitaires Luncheon (Fellowship Hall) 
 

Saturday, October 29: 
7:00 am—Garden Angels Dirt Diggers Workday (Work on flowerbeds.) 
8:00 pm—Narcotics Anonymous Support Group (Scout House) 
 

Sunday, October 30: 
Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
Consecration Sunday 
7:30 am—Sonrise (Celebration Service) Choir Practice (Sanctuary) 
8:30 am—Celebration Worship Service (Sanctuary) 
9:40am—Sunday School for Children, Youth & Adults (Education Bldg) 
11:00 am—Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 
12:00 pm—Celebration Luncheon (Fellowship Hall) 
1:15 pm—Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group Meeting (Room 101) 
1:15 pm—In the Image Musical Practice (Room 101) 
1:00 pm—COVENANT Bible Study (Church Library) 
1:00 pm—Disciple II Bible Study (Room 201) 
 

Monday, October 31: 
Reformation Day 
Halloween 
11:40 am—Staff Prayer (Sanctuary) 
7:00 pm—Young Life Meeting (Fellowship Hall) 
7:00 pm—Boy Scouts Troop 604 Meeting (Scout House) 
 

Tuesday, November 1: 
9:00 am—Johnson Memorial School Classes (Education Building) 
9:30 am—Line Dancing Class (Fellowship Hall) 
1:00 pm—Johnson School Dance Class (Room 101) 
6:30 pm—GriefShare Grief Support Group Meeting (Room 201) 
7:00 pm—Staff Parish Relations Ministry Team Meeting (Church Library) 
7:30 pm—Sea Scouts Ship 24 Meeting (Scout House) 
 

Wednesday, November 2: 
6:00 am—Men’s Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 
9:00 am—Johnson Memorial School Classes (Education Building) 
9:30 am—Senior Activities Day Games & Lunch (Fellowship Hall) 
1:00 pm—Pilgrimage into the Last 3rd of Life Study (Room 101) 
1:00 pm—Johnson School Stay-N-Play (Church Library) 
6:00 pm—Sonrise (Celebration Service) Choir Practice (Sanctuary) 
7:00 pm—Education Ministry Team (Room 112) 
 

Thursday, November 3: 
Johnson Memorial School Open House 
9:00 am—Johnson Memorial School Classes (Education Building) 
10:00 am—Prayer Shawl Ministry Meeting (Room 112) 
1:00 pm—Johnson School Gymnastics (Fellowship Hall) 
1:15 pm—Office/Program Staff Meeting (Room 101) 
6:00 pm—Johnson School Open House (Education Building & 
                   Fellowship Hall) 
6:15 pm—Handbell Choir Practice (Room 101) 
6:30 pm—Girl Scouts Brownies (Room 108) 
7:30 pm—Chancel Choir Practice (Choir Room) 
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                          Senior Activities Day 

Adults age 50+ are welcome to join us for Senior Activities 
Day Wednesday, November 2, in the fellowship hall.  Games 
begin at 9:30 a.m., followed by a soup and sandwich lunch 
at 11:45 a.m. Love offerings are encouraged to help cover 
the cost of lunch.  

                      VIPs Luncheon 

The VIPs, a fellowship group for adults age 50 and 
better, will hold their monthly meeting and luncheon 
Thursday, November 10, at 11:00 a.m. in the 

fellowship hall. The cost is $10 per person and includes a catered lunch 
and live entertainment. Please RSVP to Barbara Johnson at 713-686-
6116 no later than Monday, November 7.  

                    Fun4Seniors “A Gobblin’ Good Time Luncheon” 

St. Stephen’s will host a Fun4Seniors Luncheon, 
sponsored by Harris County Precinct 4’s Senior Adult 
Program, Friday, November 4, at 11:30 a.m. in our 
fellowship hall. A meal catered by Ben’s Chuck Wagon 
will follow entertainment with the Sowell Family 
Pickers. This talented family has delighted guests at 
previous events here at St. Stephen’s with their  
genuine love for music. The lunch menu will feature turkey and 
dressing, mashed potatoes, green beans, rolls, dessert and iced tea.  
 

Please RSVP to Precinct 4 at 281-893-3726. A donation of $10 per 
person is suggested. Checks should be made payable to Fun4Seniors 
and mailed to Precinct 4’s Senior Adult Program at 1731 Hugh Rd., 
Houston, Texas, 77067.  



 

 

In  Ou r 
Prayers  

In  the 
Mil itary  Dirk Ray Jr., Allen Troth  

Prayer C oncerns  
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In  the 
Hospital  

Colonial Oaks Westchase—Anna Ruth Putnam (hospice)             

Mission and Volunteer Opportunities 

                                                                   Communion Offering for November 
 

Our November Communion offering will help purchase Christmas gifts for needy families at Garden Oaks Montesorri Public 
School in the Houston Independent School District. Garden Oaks is a Title 1 School, which means most of the students are 
disadvantaged, and qualify for the free or reduced-price lunch program. The school includes Pre-K through eighth grades. 
Dr. Lindsey Pollock, the school’s principal, and other staff members select the families most in need and gifts are purchased 
for the children in those families, typically an item of clothing and one toy for each child. 
 

We are also in need of volunteers to shop for one of the families. Money used to purchase the gifts will be reimbursed by check after 
receipts are turned in through the Missions Ministry Team funds received during the November Communion offering. A Christmas 
wrapping party to wrap the gifts is held in the library, usually in the beginning of December. If you are interested in shopping for a family 
and being reimbursed, or wrapping gifts, please contact Lana Ward, Missions Ministry Team Chairperson, at lana.ward@sbcglobal.net or 
713-957-2265; or Patricia Williams at paw@earthlink.net or 713-869-1106. Children who would not otherwise have Christmas presents 
will have them thanks to your generosity!  
 

                                              Lord’s Mountain Orphanage of Zambezi 
 

St. Stephen’s member, Elizabeth Jackson, through the General Board of Global Ministries (GBGM) of the United 
Methodist Church, was advised in late September she will be traveling to Zambia at the end of this year as an 
individual mission volunteer for three months. She will serve at the Lord’s Mountain Orphanage of Zambezi as a 

Children’s Assistant, focusing on children’s school work and computer skills. Elizabeth will also focus on the children’s spiritual life by 
leading Bible studies, Sunday School and children’s daily devotionals.  
 

Elizabeth is fundraising through December 2, 2016 for this initial trip for funds to be used toward the orphanage 
projects and monthly expenses. You can donate as follows: Write a check to St. Stephen’s UMC with a note “Elizabeth 
Jackson-Zambia Project”. You can also donate online at one of the GBGM sites: Advance #982465 for Elizabeth’s basic 
monthly expenses; or Advance #14420T for the project. Please keep Elizabeth in your prayers going forward.  
 

                                                                                                  Sager Brown Mission Trip Update 
 

Since there has been no inquiry or interest shown regarding a Sager Brown UMCOR trip, please be advised that the 
time has run out for us to schedule a trip at this point. I just wanted to let you know. Thank you, Elizabeth Jackson.  
 

                                                                                Homebound Visitation 
  

Join St. Stephen’s Visitation Team and visit our homebound members. Our next meeting is Wednesday, November 9. We 
gather in Room 101, the Adult Bible classroom, at 10:00 a.m. for prayer and to assemble small flower arrangements (if 
flowers are available). After prayer, we divide into small teams to make the visits. For more information, please contact 
Florence Bowman at 713-682-4513. 
 

                                                                                                        Nursery Volunteers Needed 
         

We are in need of volunteers to be in the nursery with our little ones on Wednesday mornings from 10:00-11:00 a.m.; 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday evenings; and Sunday mornings. If you would like to volunteer in our nursery, or if you 
know someone who might be interested in joining our weekly paid nursery staff, please contact Mary Gossett at 713-686-
8241 or youth@stsumc.org. 
 

                                                                                                         Christmas Basket Project 

St. Stephen’s Christmas Basket Project is bigger and better this year, as we will help more families! Needed are shoppers for 
children’s gifts (money will be provided in advance), and food, as well as volunteers to sort food and pack boxes. You may 
also make a monetary donation for food and turkeys. Donations of non-perishable food may be brought to the tables in the 
fellowship hall. Sign-up sheets for volunteer opportunities will be circulating in Sunday School classes soon. If you would 
like to help in any way with this project, please call Gladys Reeve at 713-686-0762. 

Ed and Claytie Abrahams, Dianne Alexander, Jim Alsup, Edie Anders, John Artz, Chappie Ashburn, Ruth Austin, Jim Bickel, 
Anita Bishop, Ray & Sandy Bonnin, Bill Borum, Paula Brady, Nancy Buck, Patrick Burns, Chappie Collins, Earl & Gloria 
Collins, Dorothy Cox, Shereka Curtis & family, Elizabeth Dennard, Gerald Dupree, George Ebelt, Stephen & Brenda Edrozo, 
Cameron Elliott, Florence Epperson, Jack Ford, Penny Gadmer, Bill & Mildred Gandin, Maria Garcia, Lindy Garrett, Alma 
Green, Laura Green, the family of Milton Green, Sr., Shabazz Green, Rev. Dr. Charles & Phyllis Greene, John Greene, Daniel 
Griffith, Beverly Harlow, Dorothy Haschke, Elizabeth Huebner, Lee Hughs, Elizabeth Jackson, Wanzel Jessie, Sr. & family; 
Thelma Jones, Lee & LaNell Kruse, Gary Lamb & wife, Jim & Dianne Latham & family; Angus & Virginia Lewis, Dot Lockhart 
& family upon the death of her great-grandson, Aidan Eyre; Steve & Penny Loy, Carol Luce, the family of Jonathan Mackey, 
Lavon Mahon & family, Bonnie Maple, Ginny Martin, Frances Mayberry, Ed Mills, Mary Nelle Moore, Nina Myers (hospice), 
Pastor Kevin Otto, Gary & Dian Parker, Jody Parker (Dian’s Son), Jean Parks, Anna Patton, Margie Perron, Gloria Powell, 
Milton & Noni Ray, Bill & Caroline Reaves, Bob (in home hospice)& Gladys Reeve, Betty Roberts, Rogers & Jane Roberts, 
Kathleen Saathoff, Sandra Scott, Betty Serio, Adelynn Smith, Barbara Smith, Lura Smith, Vance & Jean Sorrells, Delaney 
Sosa, JoAnn Spivey, Roland & Cindy St. Lawrence, Ruth Stone, Hazel Swearingen, Juanita Taliancich, Michael Tavera, Danny 
Thomason, Linda Thompson, Hazel Thompson, Bitsy Vilven, Marianne West, George Wood, Gay Woods, David & Carolyn 
Williamson, Linda Wren, Judy Zanelli, Charles Zimmermann  
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From the Director of Student Ministries 
 
Youth Lunch Out 
 

The Youth Group had a fancy lunch out 
together at the Cheesecake Factory on 
Sunday, October 16.  We had a great time of 
fellowship together, and everyone learned 
a little extra about good manners and 
tipping at restaurants.   
 
 

Jr. High Class Mission Project 
 

The Jr. High Sunday School Class decided that they wanted to collect 30 bags of canned 
goods!  Please help them meet their goal by donating an extra canned good.  All of 
their collection will go to fill the Christmas Baskets this year. 
 

“The Junior High class says ‘Thank You’ to everyone who has brought canned goods 
for the food drive. We are almost halfway to our goal...you have provided 14 of the 30 
bags so far.  
 

Please keep up the good works. We still need lots of canned fruits and vegetables.” – 
The Jr. High Class 
 

Spooktacular 
We had a very fun Spooktacular.  Thank you to everyone that volunteered to make the 
program a success!  Everyone who attended had fun with the cake walk, the games, 
the crafts, the parade, and the flashlight hike.  They also enjoyed the Halloweenie Dogs 
and the door prizes.  Thank you to everyone who encouraged a friend to come out, 
too! 
 

Mission Month 
Our children had a great time packing up Bags of Hope for our monthly mission 
project.  They packed 48 bags and had a great time doing it.  Parents supplied the 
items that they needed to pack up the bags, and we were able to talk about how these 
items would help others.  The children were encouraged to take one home to share as 
a family with someone in need, and the rest were donated to the church to hand out to 
those who come by the church.  Our project next month is to make boxes for 
Operation Christmas Child, so please check out the tree in the Narthex. 
 

Laser Tag 
 

The youth are joining forces with St. Mark’s, St. Matthew’s and Terrace UMCs to play 
laser tag on Sunday, November 13.  Young adults are invited as well, but they may 
become target practice for the youth.   Mary Gossett 

 

 

 

Child ren and  You th  News  

Johnson Memorial School News 

 

 

We took our first field trip of the 
year last Thursday walking to 
the nearby fire station. Our 
October unit is community 
helpers, so we brought our local 
fire fighters their favorite 
donuts!   

Candice Croker 

JMS Director 

You are invited! 

Thursday, November 3 

6:00 p.m. 
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PERIODICA L  

PAID  

HOUSTON,  TX  

Rev. Lindsay Smith 
Minister of Music 
music@stsumc.org 
 

Mary Gossett 
Director of Student  
Ministries 
youth@stsumc.org 
 

Juyeon Kim 
Organist 
 

Candice Croker 
Director,  
Johnson Memorial School 
jms@stsumc.org 
 

Melissa Soto 
Nursery Coordinator 
 
 

Anita Cabrera, Lydia Soto,  
Jo Ann Spivey 
Nursery Staff  

Rev. Kevin Otto 
Senior Pastor 
kevin@stsumc.org 

Administrative Staff 

Mary Jessie 
Accounting Manager 
mary@stsumc.org 

 

Mary Ellen King 
Executive Secretary 
maryellen@stsumc.org 

Program Staff 

In the Image Children’s Musical 

United Methodist Women 

Don’t forget to vote! The 2016 United States Presidential Election Day is Tuesday, 
November 8. Please check the church calendar and call the office if you have 
questions, as some regularly scheduled meetings for that evening may be cancelled or 
rescheduled.  

2016 Presidential Election 

Griefshare “Surviving the Holidays”  

If you are grieving the death of a loved one, you may not feel much like 
celebrating during the holidays. As we get nearer to Thanksgiving and 
Christmas, the GriefShare Grief Support Group at St. Stephen’s would like 
to offer help and hope this holiday season by welcoming you to a special 
session, “Surviving the Holidays”. The first session will be held Tuesday, 

November 15, at 6:30 p.m. in Room 201. We will offer a second session on Tuesday, 
December 13, also at 6:30 p.m., so that you may choose the date that works best for you.  
 

The Griefshare Grief Support group meets each Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. in Room 201. Each cycle 
consists of 13 sessions which are self-contained, so you may begin at any time and return to future 
cycles to attend sessions you have missed. Each session includes a video teaching on grief recovery 
by top experts in the field, followed by small group discussion. For more information, please 
contact the church office.  

Children and youth, under the direction of Rev. Lindsay Smith, our Minister of Music, 
have been hard at work (and having fun at the same time!) on Sunday afternoons 
practicing for the musical, In the Image, by Mark Burrows. During practices, the 
children have been discovering that our creativity is a reflection of God’s creativity, 
and that we get to participate with God in creating today. They are encouraged to 
think about being good stewards of God’s creation, and how our daily living impacts 
the planet; and are learning about God’s faithfulness and love for all of creation, 

including each of them. You will have two opportunities to attend this performance—on Saturday, 
November 12, at 2:00 p.m., and on Sunday, November 13, during the 11:00 a.m. service. 
 

We are still in need of volunteers who can provide lunch during the Sunday afternoon practices, 
which follow the 11:00 a.m. worship service, for approximately 20 children, youth and adult 
volunteers. If you can help, please see Mary Gossett or sign up in the Narthex (sanctuary foyer). 

The UMW of St. Stephen’s welcome women of all ages to join them for the monthly 
meeting on Sunday, November 13, following the 11:00 a.m. service in the fellowship 
hall. Please bring a sack lunch, as there is no fellowship lunch scheduled that day. If you 
would like more information about the UMW, please contact Marsha Hickerson at 281-
797-6234 or mahickerson@comcast.net; or Ginny McDavid at 832-922-0362 or 
ginnysmcdavid@yahoo.com.  


