
 

 

Sunday, December 3: 
Second Sunday of Advent 

Communion Sunday 
 

Celebration Service 
8:30 am 

 

Sunday School  
9:40 am 

 

Traditional Worship 
11:00 am 

 

 
 

Sunday, December 10: 
Third Sunday of Advent 

 
Celebration Service 

8:30 am 
 

Sunday School 
9:40 am 

 

Traditional Worship 
11:00 am 

 

Blue Christmas Service 
4:00 pm 

 
 

 
Listen to sermons at: 

http://www.stsumc.org/listen/ 

The Evangel  

OUR MISSION 
is to know God and 
make God known! 

Let’s Celebrate a Year of Great Ministry! 

I love the season of Advent! In addition to beautiful decorations in the 
sanctuary and around town, the spiritual themes, passages from the 
lectionary, and songs we get to sing are some of my very favorites. I also like 
the heavy, serious parts of the Advent season, too; thinking about how the 
world is not how it should be and crying out to God to break into our midst 
again and anew are powerful, important parts of our faith. 

Advent is also a great time to think about what we as a church are doing to 
live into our call as United Methodists to “make disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the world.” 

There is so much wonderful and exciting ministry going on in our church! We are in the midst of the 
Vibrant Church Initiative, learning more about our church, our neighborhood, and who we’re called to be. 
We’ll be focusing on questions of why we do what we do, as individuals and as a church. Why is St. 
Stephen’s here, and why are we invested in it? 

Part of taking stock of who we are and why we do what we do is celebrating the wonderful ministry we 
do here in St. Stephen’s. I think that we should come together and celebrate what God has been up to in 
our midst. We should celebrate our ministry together. We should have fun! 

You are invited to join us for a celebration of our year in ministry on December 17th following the 11 
o’clock service. We’ll talk about what we’ve done as a church in the last year to engage our neighborhood, 
in response to Harvey, and to better know God and make God known. 

We will also announce and celebrate our Young and Senior Adults of the Year. It’s going to be a fun day! 

I will handle making a main course, and we’ll have a pot luck for sides and desserts. Unable to make 
something, but still want to come? Of course you’re welcome! 
 
Paz, 

Nathan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Message from the Pastor 

December 1, 2017                   

Volume 22, No. 23  

 

Nathan wants to meet you! 
 

Give us a call at the office or set up 
an appointment for yourself at 
https://calendly.com/revnayte 

During Advent, we won’t have weekly pastor’s Bible studies, 
but you are encouraged to read along in preparation for 
each Sunday during our Here We Go Advent worship series. 
Each week, we’ll be offering up reflections and devotionals 
via email and Facebook. If you aren’t subscribed to the St. 
Stephen’s email list yet, let us know on the attendance pad 
or by sending an email to info@stsumc.org.  
 
Reading for this week: Isaiah 40, Mark 1:1-8 

Here We G o Ad vent Worsh ip  Series  



 

 

THE EVANGEL Vol. 22 Issue 23, December 1, 2017 (USPS 019-947) 
is published bi-weekly free of charge to subscribers by St. Stephen’s 
United Methodist Church, 2003 West 43rd St., Houston, TX 77018-
3009.  Periodicals postage paid at Houston, TX.  POSTMASTER:  
Send address changes to St. Stephen’s United Methodist Church, 
2003 West 43rd St., Houston, TX 77018-3009. 

                     Evangel  Deadlines    

2 Attendance and Contributions at St. Stephen’s: 

Publication Date  News Deadline 
December 22  Noon-Monday, December 18 
January 5  Noon-Tuesday, January 2 
 
 

Send articles to maryellen@stsumc.org or call the church office. 

Mil estones  

 8:30 am 11:00 am Sunday School Operating Building Missions/ 
Communion 

Other Fundraiser 

November 5 56 144 108 $13,891.10 $135.00 $1,036.00 $557.00 __ 

November 12 64 138 108 $9,198.11 $116.00 $181.00 $2,216.71 — 

November 19 52 122 96 $16,443.35 $106.91 $25.00 __ __ 

                                                                     In Memory 
 
We extend our prayers and sympathy to the following families who have lost loved ones 
recently: 
 
St. Stephen’s member, Paula Brady, passed away November 26, 2017. Visitation with the 
family will be held Wednesday, November 29, from 5:00-8:00 p.m. at Earthman 
Resthaven Funeral Home, 13102 North Freeway, Houston, Texas. Funeral services for 
Paula will be held Thursday, November 30, at 2:00 p.m., also at Earthman Resthaven.  

 

Gloria Collins’ mother, Mattie Ruth McCarty, passed away November 10, 2017. A memorial service will be held for Mattie on Saturday, 
December 2, at 10:00 a.m. at St. Stephen’s United Methodist Church, with a reception following the service.  
 

Loree Vernon’s sister, June Suddarth, died November 17, 2017. A service is being planned for her in East Texas.  
 

Linda Guggia, Donna Ebelt-Wilson’s sister-in-law, lost her year-long battle with cancer on November 22, 2017. Private services will be 
held for her in Livingston, Texas. Linda’s family greatly appreciates your prayers for her during her illness. The family requests that no 
mention be made of her death in any social media platform, especially Facebook, as they are still in the process of notifying family 
members in the military. 
 

Lindsay Smith 

                                              Notes from th e Music  Pastor  

The future of this church is not in our hands. The future of St. Stephen’s is determined by God, and how well we 
live into and love on the mission field around us. We are surrounded by families of all kinds, and there are a lot of 
young children in our neighborhood. St. Stephen’s offers something unique that no sporting league or club can 
offer: a faith forming relationship with God and other believers. Can you see it? Our future is love, and it is a love 
we must give away! Let that love go out of your hands and into the hands of our community.   
 

Worship is a life giving experience that we all need every week. We need a place to lay down the troubles of the 
world and give them as a community to God. We need space to focus our attention and love on God, and let those 
other distractions fade into the background. Worship is essential for our souls. This is true for every person, no 
matter their age. I believe it is critical for children to be part of the worshiping body. Children learn what it 
means to worship by participating in it, and we learn from our children when they are engaged in worship! They 
can lead in worship, sing, join in the movements and spoken words (especially when they are repetitive words). 
We should encourage our children to add their voices to the worship of the church! They may need help to join in occasionally, but we 
should always encourage and expect our children to be part of worship because they are an essential part of the body of Christ. We are 
incomplete without them, just as we are incomplete without any other group of people, however we may delineate ourselves. 

 

One thing we shouldn’t expect our children to do is be adults. They are children! They have wiggly bodies and curious minds. They ask 
questions and that is good! Allow space and grace for kids to engage in holy play. This week we debuted new coloring worship bulletins 
for our children, which are an updated version of the children’s bulletin and have a little more blank space for the kids to reflect on 
scripture through art. In a few weeks, we will be equipping our children with worship bags designed to help them engage in worship in a 
more tactile way. These bags will have a cloth figure, pipe stems, a prayer cross, and more. These items are meant to help them internalize 
the scripture, hymns, and sermon as they use their own creativity in worship.  

 

When families come to visit, there is no better way to ensure that they want to return than to welcome and value their children. Invite the 
single parent and their kids to sit with you on Sunday! Have a conversation with the child, instead of looking over their heads. On the other 
hand, there is no better way to ensure that a family will never return than to make them feel that their child is unwelcome. One 
disapproving look can instantly shame and discourage a family that is simply striving to teach their child about Jesus. When we say that 
we want children in worship, we need to be ready and willing to accept children and their families as they are. It is my prayer that our 
hospitality extends to every person that enters our doors, no matter who they may be! 



 

 

St .  S tephen’s UMC —Calend ar of  Events  

Sunday, December 10: 
Third Sunday of Advent 
7:30 am—Sonrise (Celebration Service) Choir Practice (Sanctuary) 
8:30 am—Celebration Service (Sanctuary) 
9:40 am—Sunday School for Children, Youth & Adults (Education Bldg) 
11:00 am—Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 
1:00 pm—Disciple III Bible Study (Room 201) 
1:00 pm—”When Did God Become a Christian?” Study (Room 112) 
2:00 pm—Children’s Musical Practice (Room 101)  
4:00 pm—Blue Christmas Service (Sanctuary) 
 

Monday, December 11: 
10:00 am—The Gathering Place (Fellowship Hall) 
12:00 pm—Deadline to turn in articles for December 15 Evangel 
                       (Send to maryellen@stsumc.org or call the office.) 
7:00 pm—Boy Scouts Troop 604 Meeting (Scout House) 
 

Tuesday, December 12: 
9:00 am—Johnson Memorial School Classes (Education Building) 
9:30 am—Line Dancing Class (Fellowship Hall) 
12:30 pm—Office Volunteers Christmas Party (Fellowship Hall) 
1:00 pm—Johnson School Dance Class (Room 101) 
1:00 pm—Johnson School Yoga Class (Room 106) 
6:30 pm—Griefshare “Surviving the Holidays” (Room 201) 
7:30 pm—Sea Scouts Ship 24 Meeting (Scout House) 
 

Wednesday, December 13: 
6:00 pm—Men’s Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 
9:00 am—Johnson Memorial School Pajama Day Activities 
                    (Holy Grounds Cafe , Education Building & Church Library) 
9:30 am—Senior Games (Fellowship Hall) 
10:00 am—Homebound Visitation (Room 101) 
1:00 pm—Johnson School Stay-N-Play (Library & Fellowship Hall) 
1:00 pm—Senior Games Afternoon Session (Fellowship Hall) 
6:30 pm—Girl Scouts (Room 113) 
 

Thursday, December 14: 
9:00 am—Johnson Memorial School Classes (Education Building) 
11:00 am—VIPs Luncheon (Fellowship Hall) 
1:00 pm—Johnson School Gymnastics Class (Fellowship Hall) 
5:30 pm—Gift Wrapping Party for Garden Oaks Montessori 
                    (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 pm—Girl Scouts (Room 108) 
6:15 pm—Handbell Choir Practice (Room 101) 
7:30 pm—Chancel Choir Practice (Choir Room) 
 

Friday, December 15: 
6:00 am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Denny’s @ W 34th & 290) 
4:30 pm—Cotillion (Fellowship Hall) 
 

 
 
 

 
 

      
 
 
 
 

Friday, December 1: 
6:00 am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Denny’s @ W 34th & 290) 
 

Saturday, December 2: 
9:00 am—Red Hats Cookie Bake (Fellowship Hall) 
10:00 am—Memorial Service for Mattie Ruth McCarty (Sanctuary) 
11:00 am—Memorial Reception  
8:00 pm—Narcotics Anonymous Support Group (Scout House) 
 

Sunday, December 3: 
Second Sunday of Advent 
Communion Sunday 
7:30 am—Sonrise (Celebration Service) Choir Practice (Sanctuary) 
8:30 am—Celebration Service (Sanctuary) 
9:40 am—Sunday School for Children, Youth & Adults (Education Bldg) 
11:00 am—Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 
1:00 pm—Disciple III Bible Study (Room 201) 
1:00 pm—”When Did God Become a Christian?” Study (Room 112) 
2:00 pm—Children’s Musical Practice (Room 101) 
 

Monday, December 4: 
10:00 am—Senior Adult Council Meeting (Room 201) 
7:00 pm—Cotillion Parent Meeting (Fellowship Hall) 
7:00 pm—Boy Scouts Troop 604 Meeting (Scout House) 
 

Tuesday, December 5: 
9:00 am—Johnson Memorial School Classes (Education Building) 
9:30 am—Line Dancing Class (Fellowship Hall) 
1:00 pm—Johnson School Dance Class (Room 101) 
1:00 pm—Johnson School Yoga Class (Room 106) 
6:30 pm—GriefShare Grief Support Group (Room 201) 
7:30 pm—Sea Scouts Ship 24 Meeting  (Scout House) 
 

Wednesday, December 6: 
6:00 am—Men’s Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 
9:00 am—Johnson Memorial School Classes (Education Building) 
9:30 am—Senior Activities Day Games & Lunch (Fellowship Hall) 
1:00 pm—Johnson School Stay-N-Play (Library & Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 pm—Sonrise Choir Practice (Sanctuary) 
6:00 pm—United Methodist Women Banquet (Fellowship Hall) 
6:30 pm—Girl Scouts Meeting (Room 113) 
 

Thursday, December 7: 
9:00 am—Johnson Memorial School Classes (Education Building) 
10:00 am—Prayer Shawl Ministry Meeting (Room 112) 
1:00 pm—Johnson School Gymnastics (Fellowship Hall) 
6:15 pm—Handbell Choir Practice (Room 101) 
7:30 pm—Chancel Choir Practice (Choir Room) 
 

Friday, December 8: 
6:00am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Denny’s @ 34th & 290) 
 

Saturday, December 9: 
8:00 am—Garden Angels Dirt Diggers Workday (Work on flower beds.) 
9:30 am—United Methodist Men Pancake Breakfast (Fellowship Hall) 
2:00 pm—Young Energetic Adults Christmas Party (Parsonage) 
5:00 pm—Asbury Class Christmas Party (Fellowship Hall) 
8:00 pm—Narcotics Anonymous Support Group (Scout House) 
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Christmas Worship at St. Stephen’s 

              
                                   Sunday, December 24 
 
 

10:30 am—”Out Standing in Their Field” Children’s Musical 
(No Sunday School) 

4:30 & 7:00 pm—Candlelight Communion Services 
 

              
             Sunday, December 31 
 
 

10:30 am—Lessons and Carols 
Service 

(No Sunday School) 
 



 

 

In  Ou r 
Prayers  

In  the 
Mil itary  Dirk Ray Jr., Allen Troth  

Prayer C oncerns  
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In  the 
Hospital  

Kindred-Texas Medical Center—Nancy Hunt            Legend Oaks Northwest—Jean Parks (rehab) 
Memorial Hermann Greater Heights—Earl Banks 

                                                                 St. Stephen’s Christmas Basket Ministry 
 

Each year, food donations brought to the church during November and December go toward providing needy families in 
our community with a generous box of food for a Christmas meal. Please bring non-perishable food donations to the basket 
in the Narthex (sanctuary foyer) or the tables in the fellowship hall marked “Christmas Baskets”. Thank you in advance for 
once again helping to make Christmas a little brighter for needy families! 
 

Christmas Wrapping Party 
 

The Missions Ministry Team invites you to join us for a party! On Thursday, December 14, we’ll be wrapping gifts for 
children of needy families who attend Garden Oaks Montessori School from 5:30-8:30 p.m. in the fellowship hall. 
Sandwiches and chips will be served.  
 

You are also invited to help deliver the gifts at 10:00 a.m. on Friday, December 15, and attend a thank you party at the 
school, located at 901 Sue Barnett Drive. 
 

                                                                                                               Walk to Fight Suicide 
 

Help the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention save lives and bring hope to those affected by suicide. Team 
Captain Bobbie Fields-Luedke invites you to join St Stephen’s UMC Light Walkers for the AFSP Out of the Darkness 
Walk for Greater Houston. The walk will take place February 17, 2018, at Town Green Park, 2099 Lake Robbins, in 
The Woodlands from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Please register at afsp.donordrive.com. For more information, please 
contact Bobbie Luedke at reluedke@yahoo.com. 

 

                                                                                                                   Project Warmth 

The tree in the church library is ready for decorating with new socks, gloves, mittens, scarves and hats. It will be up each 
Sunday in Advent, and then the decorations will go to a local shelter as gifts of love to those in need.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured above is St. Stephen’s Handbell Choir during a recent worship service. If you are interested in joining any of our choirs, please 
contact Rev. Lindsay Smith, Pastor of Music and Worship.  

Mission and Volunteer  Opportunities 

Ed & Claytie Abrahams, John & Dorothy Artz, Chappie Ashburn, Ruth Austin, Robert Baldwin, Ray & Carolyn Belk, Stanley 
Bickel & the Bickel family upon the death of his wife, Connie; Anita Bishop, Bob Bolding, Sandy Bonnin, the family of Paula 
Brady, Nolan Brewer, Phyllis Briggs, the family of Melba Bruce, Nancy Buck, Effygene Bull, Patrick Burns, Jr., John Butler, 
Sr., Chappie Collins, Earl & Gloria Collins, Katreena Collins, Marilyn Compton, Dorothy Cox, Shereka Curtis, Elizabeth 
Dennard, Kelly Dickinson, Charlotte Dorton, Gerald Dupree, Allen Ebelt, Cameron Elliott, Lisa, Paul & Will Ellis, the 
Emerson family, Earl & Irene Fallen, Gene Freeman, Penny Gadmer, Bill & Mildred Gandin, Louise Glaze, Betty Gleason, 
Laura Green, the family of Linda Guggia, Elsie Haley, John Harlow, Dorothy Haschke, Lola Hensley, Liz Hill, Ann Hill, 
Elizabeth Huebner, John Jackson & family upon the death of his sister, Carolyn Renfrow; Thelma Jones, Lee Kruse, Walter 
Kunz, Angus & Virginia Lewis, Lavon Mahon, Bonnie Maple, Michelle Maurizi, Frances Mayberry, Janet McGowan, Henry 
and Sara McKinley, Ed Mills, Donna Murray, John Parent, Gary & Dian Parker, Jody Parker, Doris Parr, Brenda Paulk, 
Margie Perron, Gloria Powell, Ky and Anna Ruth Putnam, Milton & Noni Ray, Caroline Reaves, the family of Gerard Robert, 
Betty Roberts, Rogers & Jane Roberts, Parker Robertson, John Robinson, Kathleen Saathoff, Stephanie Skinner, Donna 
Schmidt, Barbara Smith, Lura Smith, Billy Stephens, Carol Stone, Terry Sullivan, Hazel Swearingen & family, Danny 
Thomason, Hazel Thompson, Pete Trevino, Rosalie Turner, Ronnie Vance, Carmen S. Velez, Loree Vernon & family upon 
the death of her sister, June Suddarth; Bitsy Vilven, Martha Wachel, Virginia Wells, Gwen West, Margaret White (hospice), 
Paul Wieting, the Wilson family, George Wood, Gay Woods, Julia Woodhull, Carol Yip Choy 
 

THE PRAYER CONNECTION is a ministry that is at the heart of the church - caring for each other in sorrow and in 
joy.  Please help us minister and reach out to you and our faith community more effectively. Please let us know 
when and how God answers.  
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Johnson Memorial School  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Christian Edu cation News  

We have so much to be thankful for at JMS – over the past few weeks, we focused on giving back to our 
community: 
 

 1. Treats for Troops – over 60lbs of candy was collected from JMS families and delivered to our 
      local Veterans Hospital. 
 2. St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital – over $6,000 was donated by JMS families during our memorable 
      Trike-a-Thon! 
 3. Thanksgiving Feast – canned goods were brought up to the front of the sanctuary by each JMS 
      student for donation to local families in need. Parents and grandparents joined us for chapel and 
      then our wonderful Helping Teachers served a meal to our guests. Each class contributed a     
      special item they’d cooked together to the feast. 
    
We are blessed to be a blessing! 



 

 

2003 West 43rd Street 
Houston, Texas  77018 
Phone: (713) 686-8241 
Fax: (713) 686-8427 
www.stsumc.org 
 

Visit us on Facebook: 
facebook.com/ststephenshoustontx 
St. Stephen’s United Methodist Women 
Young Energetic Adults 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

PERIODICAL  

PAID  

HOUSTON,  TX  

 
 

Andrea Muţ 
Organist 
 
 
Candice Croker 
Director,  
Johnson Memorial School 
jms@stsumc.org 
 
 
 
 

Melissa Soto 
Nursery Coordinator 
 
 
 
 
 

Anita Cabrera, Brittany Hietpas, 
Adriana Montes, Rachel Montes  

      Nursery Staff  

Rev. Nathan Lonsdale 
Bledsoe 
Senior Pastor 
nathan@stsumc.org 

 

 

Mary Jessie 
Accounting Manager 
mary@stsumc.org 

 
 

Mary Ellen King 
Executive Secretary 
maryellen@stsumc.org 

 

    Administrative Staff 

    Program Staff 

Rev. Lindsay Smith 
Pastor of Music and  
Worship 
lindsay@stsumc.org The United Methodist Women invite ladies of all ages to join us for our annual banquet 

Wednesday, December 6, at 6:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall. A meal catered by the 
Spaghetti Western Cafe , featuring their delicious bow tie pasta and chicken, will be 
served at a cost of $10 per person. Please RSVP to Inez Brewer at 713-778-8501. 

Due to limited space resulting from the impact of Hurricane Harvey, Wesley Center is unable to 
receive gift items at this time. All who are able are asked to bring to the banquet an unwrapped gift 
for a child (birth to high school age) at the Houston Area Women’s Center.  

Help for the Hurting this Christmas 

UMM Pancake Breakfast 

UMW Banquet 

If you are hurting, alone or feeling blue this Christmas season, we invite you to join 
us for a Blue Christmas Remembrance Service, Sunday, December 10, at 4:00 p.m. 
This service will remind us that we are not alone; God is present for those who 
struggle and grieve. Scripture, music and meditations will focus on the comfort 
offered to us by God during the most dark and difficult times. 
Refreshments will be served in Room 101 following the service.  

If you are grieving the loss of a loved one, please join us for a special session of 
GriefShare, “Surviving the Holidays”, Tuesday, December 12, at 6:00 p.m. 

Men of all ages are invited to join the United Methodist Men for fellowship, evangelism, 
pancakes and sausage Saturday, December 9, at 9:30 a.m. in the fellowship hall. Our 
guest speaker will be Dan Ramsey, past president of the National Association of 
Conference Presidents of the United Methodist Church General Commission on United 
Methodist Men.  

We could use some mixers, flippers, turners and servers! If you are interested, please contact 
Danny Niederhofer at danny@lsfirepro.com or David Massey at 713-819-3981.  

Young Adult Christmas Party 

After a few year hiatus, the St. Stephen’s Young Adult Christmas party will return to 
the parsonage this year! on Saturday, December 9, from 2-5 p.m. Children are 
welcome! We’ll have fun, games, food, and at least a little bit of Christmas music. To 
RSVP and sign up to bring something, go to bit.ly/StSYAXmas. Looking forward to 
seeing you there!  

Poinsettias 

Again this Christmas, you will have the opportunity to purchase shares for $12 each, in 
memory or in honor of loved ones, to be used for poinsettias for the sanctuary and for 
the ongoing beautification of the grounds at St. Stephen’s. Order forms are available in 
the Narthex and through the church office. Please turn in your completed form to the 
office, along with your payment made payable to St. Stephen’s UMC, no later than 

Monday, December 18, to have you and your loved ones’ names included in the worship bulletins 
on Sunday, December 24.  


