
 

 

Sunday, January 10: 
First Sunday after the Epiphany 

Baptism of the Lord 
 

Contemporary Worship 
8:30 am 

 

Sunday School  
9:40 am 

 

Traditional Worship 
11:00 am 

 

 
 
 

 
 Sunday, January 17: 

Second Sunday after  
the Epiphany 

 

Contemporary Worship 
8:30 am  

 

Sunday School  
9:40 am 

 

Traditional Worship 
11:00 am 
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A Message from the Pastor  

OUR MISSION 
is to know God and 
make God known! 

                     Planning for the New Year 
 
“See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not 
perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in 
the wasteland.”  (Isaiah 43:19) 
 
With the arrival of the new year:  our schoolchildren start a new 
semester, our businesses begin new budgets, and our newly elected 
leaders take office.  We also start new countdowns on our medical 
insurance deductibles, we hang new calendars on our refrigerators, we 

begin looking for new signs that  our favorite sports teams will do better in their next season, 
and we make new resolutions to improve ourselves over the coming months.   
 
And particularly, in our celebration of “The Word [that] became flesh and dwelt among 
us” (John 1:14) and claimed us for God’s own, we are inspired with hope anew.  In fact, the 
peace, love, and joy brought by the Christ Child comingle with the freshness of the new year -
and the arctic blasts of winter!- to give us a zip in our step and a zeal in our desire to 
accomplish new things for Christ. 
 
To that end, our lay leader, Dan Barcus, has been working with me to plan a mini-leadership 
retreat for the 2016 leaders of all our program ministries.  This 3-hour retreat is designed to 
welcome new and returning leaders, introduce their various responsibilities, and bring us 
even closer together in planning our church’s ministries.  I hope to see you on Saturday, 
January 23, from 9 am to 12 pm in our fellowship center. 
 
Yours in Christ, 

Kevin 
 
PS:  Please check your last Evangel for the 2016 list of all the newly elected (or re-elected) 
officers and committees who will lead St. Stephen’s over the coming 12 months in “Know
(ing) God and Mak(ing) God Known”! (You can also find this list in the online library at 
our website: www.stsumc.org, and printed lists are available in the Narthex.) 

Photo Gallery  

 

Pictured at left: 
The Mingle family—  
Ryan, Taylor, Lexie and 
Benjamin—came 
forward to light the 
Advent candle during 
the 11:00 a.m. Lessons 
and Carols Service on 
Sunday, December  20. Pictured above: Ten Jr. & Sr. High Youth met 

for the first time in 2016 at their new time: 
following the 11 a.m. service at 12:15 p.m. 
Read more children, youth and young adult 
news on page 5.  
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                     Evangel  Deadlines    

2 

Mil estones  

From the S t .  S teph en’s Fou nd ation Committee  

Attendance and Contributions at St. Stephen’s: 

 

Publication Date  News Deadline 
January  22  Noon, Tuesday, January 19 
February 5  Noon, Monday, February 1 
 

Send articles to maryellen@stsumc.org or call the church office. 

 8:30 am 11:00 am Sunday School Operating Building Missions/ 
Communion 

Other Repairs 

December 20 49 219 117 $16,087.00 $2,298.00 $40.00 $4,138.32 — 

December 27 31 106 84 $21,319.00 $1,320.00 $2,024.00 $7,587.27 — 

January 3 49 163 104 $12,208.00 $625.00 $815.00 $1,300.00 — 

December 24 
(Christmas Eve) 

4:30 pm 
134 

7:00 pm 
197 

   $2,030.00   

       Address Updates 
  

Alice Browning, who moved to Nebraska 
several years ago, still loves her St. Stephen’s 

church family, and wants to stay in touch. She recently moved to a 
new location in the same town. Here is her new address (her home 
phone number will not change): 
 

900 West 7th St, Apt 108 
Chadron, NE  69337 

 
Mark, Ginny and Jason McDavid made a move recently to: 

 

6130 Spruce Forest Dr., Houston, TX 77092 
Home phone: 713-812-9368 

  

                                       Charitable IRA Rollover Made Permanent 
 

A tax code amendment at the end of 2015 permanently extended the IRA charitable rollover. This means that 
donors age 70 1/2 or older can make tax-free charitable gifts of up to $100,000 per year directly from their 
Individual Retirement Accounts to eligible charities, including the church. You will not pay federal taxes on the 

transfer and it qualifies to be counted in your required minimum distribution. Heartspring Methodist Foundation, financial partner to the 
Texas Conference, can help you give to your church or other causes close to your heart through a charitable IRA rollover. For more 
information, contact Heartspring at officeatheartspringmethodist.org, 713-533-3780, or 1-800-521-9617.  

                                   In Memory 
  

We extend our prayers and sympathy to Bobbie 
and Russ Luedke and their family upon the 
death of Bobbie’s mother, Doris Fields, on January 3, 2016. 
Graveside services will be held for Doris on January 7 at 10:00 a.m. 
at Resurrection Cemetery in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.  
 

Our prayers and sympathy are also extended to Gwen Smithheart, 
a member of St. Timothy’s UMC for many years, upon the death of 
her granddaughter’s father, Adrian Neal, during a home invasion 
on December 30. Visitation will be held Friday, January 8, from 10 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Lockwood Funeral Home, 9402 Lockwood Dr. 
Funeral services will be held for Adrian Saturday, January 9, at 
11:00 a.m. at Sweet Home Missionary Baptist Church, 7104 
Homestead Rd, preceded by a viewing from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. 

New GriefShare Grief Support Group  

If you’ve lost a spouse, child, family member or friend, it may be hard for you to be optimistic about 
the future right now. You may have found that there are not many people who understand the deep 
hurt you feel. Griefshare is a special support group for people grieving the loss of someone close. 
The sponsors of GriefShare are people who understand what you are experiencing and want to 
offer you comfort and encouragement during this difficult time.  
 

GriefShare is a non-denominational program which features biblical teaching on grief and recovery topics. Each session includes a video 
seminar followed by group discussion. The GriefShare workbook helps with note-taking, journaling and grief study. Videos feature top 
experts on grief recovery and real-life stories of people who have experienced losses like yours. During the small group discussion time, 
you’ll have the opportunity to interact with others who have experienced a loss and share about your own experience.   
 

St. Stephen’s will host a GriefShare grief support group meeting weekly on Tuesdays, beginning January 12, at 6:00 p.m. in Room 201 (the 
Covenant classroom). Please RSVP to the church office at 713-686-8241 so that we can ensure we have enough materials for everyone. All 
who are able are asked to make a $10 donation to help with the cost of workbooks. The nursery will be available by reservation. Please call 
the office to reserve the nursery for your child no later than noon on the Friday before each Tuesday session.  

COVENANT Bible Study 

The Covenant Bible Study is starting its second 8-week study on Tuesday, January 19 from 9:30-
11am.  This part of the study is focused on living: how the community lives out their Covenant in 
faithful love—how it’s applied to actual relationships in everyday life.  It's not required to have 
done the first part of the study, so it's a great time for you to jump in and grow deeper in your un-
derstanding of the Covenant between God and God's people.  Women of all ages are welcome. Con-
tact Mary Gossett for further information. 



 

 

St. Stephen’s UMC—Calendar of Events  

Saturday, January 16: 
Troop 604 Campout 
5:00 pm—Eagle Scout Court of Honor/Michael Sackett (Sanctuary & 
                    Fellowship Hall) 
8:00 pm—Narcotics Anonymous Support Group (Scout House) 
 

Sunday, January 17: 
Second Sunday after the Epiphany 
Troop 604 Returns from Campout 
8:30 am—Contemporary Worship (Sanctuary) 
9:40 am—Sunday School for Children, Youth & Adults (Education Bldg) 
9:40 am—Christian Faith 101 (Room 203) 
11:00 am—Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 
12:15 pm—Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group (Youth Room 205) 
4:00 pm—Christian Believer Study (Church Library) 
 

Monday, January 18: 
Church Office Closed in Observance of Martin Luther King, Jr., Day 
7:00 pm—Boy Scout Troop 604 Committee Meeting (Scout House) 
 

Tuesday, January 19: 
9:00 am—Johnson Memorial School Classes (Education Building) 
9:30 am—COVENANT Women’s Bible Study (Room 201) 
12:00 pm—Deadline to turn in articles for January 22 Evangel newsletter 
                      (Send to maryellen@stsumc.org or call the church office.) 
1:00 pm—Johnson School Dance Class (Room 101) 
6:15 pm—Girl Scout Cadettes Meeting (Rooms 112 & 113) 
6:30 pm—GriefShare Grief Support Group (Room 101) 
7:30 pm—Sea Scouts Ship 24 Meeting (Scout House) 
 

Wednesday, January 20: 
6:00 am—Men’s Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 
9:00 am—Johnson Memorial School Classes (Education Building) 
9:30 am—Senior Games (Fellowship Hall/Bring a sack lunch.) 
9:30 am—Hope Mission Group Meeting (Room 112) 
1:00 pm—Johnson School Stay-N-Play (Library & Fellowship Hall) 
6:30 pm—Sonrise Choir Practice (Sanctuary) 
7:00 pm—Education Committee Meeting (Room 112) 
 

Thursday, January 21: 
9:00 am—Johnson Memorial School Classes (Education Building) 
10:00 am—Prayer Shawl Ministry (Room 112) 
1:00 pm—Johnson School Gymnastics (Fellowship Hall) 
6:15 pm—Handbell Choir Practice (Room 101) 
6:30 pm—Girl Scout Brownies Meeting (Room 108) 
6:30 pm—Girl Scout Brownies/Jr.’s Meeting (Room 113) 
6:30 pm—SEAL Security Meeting (Room 201) 
7:30 pm—Chancel Choir Practice (Choir Room) 
 

Friday, January 22: 
6:00 am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Denny’s @ 34th & 290) 
 
 

      
 

Friday, January 8: 
6:00 am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Denny’s @ 34th & 290) 
 

Saturday, January 9: 
8:00 am—Garden Angels Dirt Diggers Workday (Work on flowerbeds.) 
11:30 am—Red Hats Luncheon (Panera Bread, 13704 Northwest Frwy) 
8:00 pm—Narcotics Anonymous Support Group (Scout House) 
 

Sunday, January 10: 
Second Sunday after the Epiphany 
Baptism of the Lord 
Food Pantry Sunday 
8:30 am—Contemporary Worship (Sanctuary) 
9:40am—Sunday School for Children, Youth & Adults (Education Bldg) 
9:40 am—Christian Faith 101 (Room 203) 
11:00 am—Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 
12:00 pm—United Methodist Women Meeting (Fellowship Hall) 
12:15 pm—Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group (Youth Room 205) 
4:00 pm—Christian Believer Study (Church Library) 
 

Monday, January 11: 
10:00 am—The Gathering Place (Fellowship Hall) 
11:40 am—Staff Prayer (Sanctuary) 
7:00 pm—Finance Committee Meeting (Room 101) 
7:00 pm—Boy Scout Troop 604 Meeting (Scout House) 
 

Tuesday, January 12: 
9:00 am—Johnson Memorial School Classes (Education Building) 
1:00 pm—Johnson School Dance Class (Room 101) 
1:00 pm—Johnson School Teacher Meeting (Church Library) 
6:30 pm—GriefShare Grief Support Group (Room 201) 
7:00 pm—Church  Council Meeting (Room 101) 
7:30 pm—Sea Scouts Ship 24 Meeting (Scout House) 
 

Wednesday, January 13: 
6:00 am—Men’s Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 
9:00 am—Johnson Memorial School Classes (Education Building) 
9:30 am—Senior Games (Fellowship Hall/Bring a sack lunch.) 
10:15 am—Homebound Visitation (Room 101) 
1:00 pm—Johnson School Stay-N-Play(Church Library & Fellowship Hall) 
6:30 pm—Sonrise Choir Practice (Sanctuary) 
7:00 pm—Missions Committee Meeting (Church Library) 
 

Thursday, January 14: 
9:00 am—Johnson Memorial School Classes (Education Building) 
11:00 am—VIPs Luncheon (Fellowship Hall) 
1:00 pm—Johnson School Gymnastics (Room 101) 
1:15 pm—Office/Program Staff Meeting (Church Library) 
6:15 pm—Handbell Choir Practice (Room 101) 
7:30 pm—Chancel Choir Practice (Choir Room) 
 

Friday, January 15: 
Boy Scout Troop 604 Campout at Lost Maples 
6:00 am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Denny’s @ 34th & 290) 
11:30 am—Fun4Seniors Luncheon (Fellowship Hall) 
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               Martin Luther King, Jr., Day 
 

The church office will be closed Monday, January 18, in 
observance of Martin Luther King, Jr., Day. The deadline to 
turn in articles for the January 22 Evangel newsletter will be 
extended to noon on Tuesday, January 19. 

                          United Methodist Women 
 

The UMW welcome ladies of all ages to our first meeting of 
2016 this Sunday, January 10, following the 11:00 a.m. 
service in the fellowship hall. Pastor Kevin will install our 
new officers. There is no Fellowship Lunch scheduled this 
month, so please bring a brown bag lunch with you. If you 
would like more information about the UMW, please feel 

free to contact Marsha Hickerson, St. Stephen’s UMW President, at 281-
797-6234. We look forward to a great year of UMW at St. Stephen’s! 

                      Fun4Seniors “Slide into the New Year” Luncheon  
 

St. Stephen’s will host a Fun4Seniors Luncheon, 
sponsored by Harris County Precinct 4’s Senior 
Adult Program, on Friday, January 15, at 11:30 
a.m. in the fellowship hall. Ben’s Chuck Wagon will cater the meal which 
will include pork loin, scalloped potatoes, glazed carrots, rolls and 
dessert. Musical entertainment will be provided by Ezra Charles, 
Houston’s most recognized piano player. His blues and R&B band was 
famous in the Houston area for over 30 years, playing for Houston 
Rockets championship games and other special events.  
 

Adults age 50+ are welcome. RSVP to Harris County Precinct 4 at 281-
893-3726. A suggested donation of $10 is requested and must be 
received within one week of making your reservation. Make your check 
payable to “Fun4Seniors” and mail to Precinct 4’s  
Senior Adult Program at 1731 Hugh Rd, Houston, TX, 77067.  For more 
information about Fun4Seniors visit www.hcp4.net. 



 

 

In  Ou r 
Prayers  

In  the 
Mil itary  Dirk Ray Jr., Allen Troth  

Prayer C oncerns  
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In  the 
Hospital  

Colonial Oaks Westchase—Anna Ruth Putnam (hospice)          M D Anderson—Vance Sorrells 
TIRR Memorial Hermann—Cameron Elliott  

Mission and Volunteer Opportunities 

                                                                                         Food Pantry Sunday 
                                                                                                     

This Sunday, January 10, is Food Pantry Sunday. Please bring donations of non-perishable food to the basket in the Narthex 
(sanctuary foyer) marked “MANNA” (Ministry Assistance of the Near Northwest Alliance). The food will be delivered to the 
MANNA Food Pantry  to be given to needy families in our area.   
 

                           The Gathering Place 
 

“The Gathering Place”, a ministry for persons with memory loss and their caregivers, could use a few volunteers, especially 
those who are able to help “on the floor”, assisting our guests in moving to the various activity areas. We want all of our 
caregivers to have the opportunity for a much-needed break. Gatherings take place on the second Monday of each month, 
from 10:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Our next meeting will be this Monday, January 11. If you are interested in volunteering for this 
ministry, please contact Bill Cummins at 713-742-8168 or Gwen Hunt at  713-686-1202. 

                                                           Notes from th e Minister  of  Mu sic  

With Martin Luther King Jr. Day upon us, I have been reflecting on his legacy. Martin Luther King Jr. was more than a 
civil rights activist. He was more than a fabulous preacher. He was more than anyone expected him to be, but at his very 
essence, Martin Luther King Jr. was a disciple of Jesus Christ. He followed his beliefs about God to their logical 
conclusions and he lived them out. He fought for equal rights because God’s message of liberation told him to do so. He 
preached with fire and passion, and his sermons were inspiring in their beauty and content.  
 

I encourage you to read or watch his sermons. Transcripts of his sermons can be found on the King Center website: 
http://www.thekingcenter.org/genre/sermons. Or if you prefer to watch his sermons and hear his powerful voice, 
many of his sermons can be found on YouTube. His work with the scriptures is certainly worth a listen or a read. While 

his “I have a dream” speech has grown in fame, his sermons are equally inspired. Take some time this week to take a little journey with our 

fellow disciple of Christ, Martin Luther King Jr.                                                                                                                                         —Lindsay Smith 

Ed and Claytie Abrahams, Jane Anderson, John Artz, Chappie Ashburn, Ruth Austin, Brooklyn Barner and family; Dorette 
Benjamin, Peggy Bickel, Doris Birdsong, Henry Burton (Lindsay Smith’s uncle), Florence Caldwell, Lonnie Coursey, 
Dorothy Cox, Henry & Margaret Demuth, Elizabeth Dennard, Gerald Dupree, the Emerson family, Penny Gadmer, Bill & 
Mildred Gandin, Hayden, Virginia Head, Elizabeth & Marsha Hickerson, Ann Hill, Elizabeth Huebner, Wanzel Jessie, Sr. and 
family; Thelma Jones, Bobbie Luedke and family upon the death of her mother, Doris Fields; Angus and Virginia Lewis, 
Frances Mayberry, Mary Nelle Moore, Dian Parker, Margie Perron, Noni Ray, Bill & Caroline Reaves, Betty Reilly, Kathleen 
Saathoff, Dianna Shinall, Barbara Smith, Gwen Smithheart and family, Lura Smith, Jean Sorrells, Cindy St. Lawrence, Billy 
Stephens, Elizabeth Sutherland, Danny Thomason, Hazel Thompson, Charles Zimmermann 

 Thank you to everyone for donating to Project Warmth this year! 
A total of 367 items were donated: 79 pairs of gloves, 11 pairs of 
mittens, 68 hats, 181 pairs of socks, 1 blanket, 9 scarves, 1 pair of 
leg warmers, 1 set of ear muffs, 1 scarf & glove set, 1 hat & scarf 
set and 3 sets of hats & gloves. I think this is the largest amount 
collected ever! All the donations have been delivered to the Star 

of Hope.                                      Susan Barcus, St. Stephen’s Librarian 

 
 
 
 
Yarn from the estate of 
Margaret Crider was 
donated to the Poston 
Prayer Shawl Ministry 
whose members used 
the yarn to make 31 of 
the hats donated to the 
Star of Hope. (Pictured 
at left is the Sackett 
family, who are part of 
Margaret’s family.)                                                      
 
 

 
 
 

Notes of Thanks 

A WHOPPING BIG THANK YOU to all the volunteers  who 
graciously and willingly helped with the Christmas Basket 

Project! The sorting and packing of food was completed quickly 
and efficiently because everyone was so eager to help and did a 

GREAT job. It was truly a pleasure working with all of you. You all 
are AWESOME! Thanks again and God bless you. 

                                                                          Gladys Reeve, Coordinator 

http://www.thekingcenter.org/genre/sermons
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                        A Message from the Director of Student Ministries 
 

New Year, New Youth Time! 
 

This Spring, we are moving youth to after the late service.  We had a great turn out for the first Sunday of the 
year, where we played games, discussed our new mission project, and ate pizza together.  Our 5th graders 
were a welcome addition to the group.  Our new youth time is 12:15-2pm. 
 

Snack Lunches are Needed 
With the change in our youth time to following the late service, we are in need of Snack Lunches for about 10 
people (for now!)  There is a sign up sheet in the Narthex, or you can see Mary Gossett for more details.  
Thank you for serving our youth in this capacity. 

 

Jeans in January 
 

The youth are collecting jeans, holey or not, for a mission project in January.  These jeans are for a ministry called Sole Hope, which makes 
shoes for children in Uganda out of them.  The youth will cut up the jeans and mail them off to Uganda along with some funds.  The funds are 
used to cover shipping and to pay the wages of the workers in Uganda.  The workers make the shoes, and then they give them to children 
who have had their feet treated from jigger bites.  The children receive hope and a brighter future through this ministry.  Please help us with 
this ministry by donating old jeans, by loaning us sewing scissors, or by donating $10 to cover the shipping. 
 

Dive into Deep Blue 
 

We're starting a new rotation in the Children's Sunday School area on Jesus' baptism on January 10.  This is a great time to try out Sunday 
School or get back into the habit if you've been absent lately.  Sunday school starts with music in room 106 at 9:40am. 
 
 

Young Couples and Parents Class 
 

We're starting a new 4 week study called "Hollywood Jesus" on January 10.  This study focuses on Jesus and Christ figures in film.  What 
happens when script meets Scripture, when pop culture encounters the King of kings and Lord of lords?  This is sure to be an interesting and 
exciting study! 
 

Conference Training on Reaching Young Adults and Starting New Ministries 
 

The Texas Annual Conference is hosting an event called "Discussing the Elephant in the Sanctuary," on Saturday, January 16 from 9am to 
noon at The Woodlands UMC.  Speakers Mark DeVries and Kenda Creasy Dean, experts in the field of ministering to the young, will discuss 
how to reach and engage the younger generations.  This event is for leaders who are interested in thinking about new ways of financing 
ministries, prototyping innovative ideas for missional entrepreneurship, and ideas for engaging young adults as missional partners and 

leaders, rather than just consumers of ministry programs.                                                                                                                             —Mary Gossett 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Child ren,  You th and  You ng Adul t News  

Sole Hope 

First Youth Group Meeting of 2016 
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PERIODICA L  

PAID  

HOUSTON,  TX  

Rev. Lindsay Smith 
Minister of Music 
music@stsumc.org 
 

Mary Gossett 
Director of Student  
Ministries 
youth@stsumc.org 
 

Juyeon Kim 
Organist 
 

Amy Mingle 
Director,  
Johnson Memorial School 
jms@stsumc.org 
 

Melissa Soto 
Nursery Coordinator 
 
 

Anita Cabrera, Lydia Soto,  
Jo Ann Spivey 
Nursery Staff  

Rev. Kevin Otto 
Senior Pastor 
kevin@stsumc.org 

Administrative Staff 

Mary Jessie 
Accounting Manager 
mary@stsumc.org 

 

Mary Ellen King 
Executive Secretary 
maryellen@stsumc.org 

 

Cindy Tindol 
Receptionist 
cindy@stsumc.org 

Program Staff 

Alter Flower Calendar for 2016 

A new altar flower calendar has been posted in the Narthex. You may now sign up to 
donate flowers for the altar during worship in 2016, in memory or in honor of loved 
ones. Sign your name next to the date you wish to donate flowers. Cindy Tindol, our 
receptionist, will contact you the week before to get your order and information for 
the worship bulletins. You are welcome to use your own florist, if you prefer.  

Central South District Local Church Leadership Training Event 

“The glory which you have given Me I have given to them, that they 
may be one, just as We are one;”  (John 17:22) 
 
Registration is now open for the 2016 Central South District Local Church 
Leadership Event, offering several new classes focusing on “We Are One”. 
The event will be held on Sunday, January 31, from 2:00-6:00 p.m. at 
Westbury United Methodist Church, 5200 Willowbend Blvd, Houston, Texas. 
This year’s keynote speaker will be Rev. Dr. Michael W. Waters, Pastor of Joy 
Tabernacle African Methodist Episcopal Church in Dallas.  

 

St. Stephen’s church leaders are encouraged to attend this leadership training event. Everyone is 
welcome to attend. There are classes for children of adults who are attending, as well. Bottled 
water and socks for those in need will be collected at the event. A Youth Explosion will also take 
place from 2:00-6:00 p.m., led by David Johnson, leader of Student Ministry at St. Luke’s United 
Methodist Church-Gethsemane Campus -  featuring food, games, fellowship, music and worship.  
 

Registration is required for all adults and children. There is no charge to register for classes. 
Online registration is preferred. Register at www.heartofhouston.org before January 18, 2016. If 
you are unable to register online, please call the District Office at 713-222-0117. 

VIPs 

The VIPs, a fellowship group sponsored by the Senior Adult Council of St. Stephen’s, 
welcomes all adults age 50+ to our monthly meeting and luncheon Thursday, January 
14, at 11:00 a.m. in the fellowship hall. Entertainment by “Donna B”, the Ebony 
Cowgirl, will follow a short business meeting. (“Donna B” performed at the first 
Fun4Seniors luncheon held at St. Stephen’s in June of 2015.) Lunch will be served at 

noon. The menu will include chicken casserole, salad, garlic bread and dessert. The cost is $10 per 
person. RSVP to Barbara Johnson no later than Monday, January 11. 
 

The VIPs are taking a trip to Brenham for the Unity Theater production of “The Miss 
Firecracker Contest” by Beth Henley on Sunday, February 21. The play is a touching, 
hilarious account of one woman’s attempt to save her tarnished reputation. Tickets 
are $23.00 per person. The bus will leave St. Stephen’s at 12:30 p.m. We will stop at 
Gringo’s in Cypress for lunch, where everyone will do their own ordering and 
paying. Most entrees are priced between $9 and $15. The play begins at 4:00 p.m. We will return 
to the church around 7:00 p.m. VIPs Trip coordinator, Brenda Paulk, needs a ticket count before 
February 1. Please RSVP to Brenda at 713-686-8000 or joelpaulk@att.net; or Sandy Bonnin at 713-
681-4968 or sjbonnin@gmail.com before Monday, February 1.  


