
 

 

Sunday, February 21: 
Second Sunday in Lent 

 

Contemporary Worship 
8:30 am 

 

Sunday School  
9:40 am 

 

Traditional Worship 
11:00 am 

 

 
 
 

 
 Sunday, February 28: 

Third Sunday in Lent 
 

Contemporary Worship 
8:30 am  

 

Sunday School  
9:40 am 

 

Traditional Worship 
11:00 am 
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“The We lcomi ng Chur ch ” -  Note s fr om  S t .  S tephe n’ s  2 01 6 Lead er shi p Re t r eat  

OUR MISSION 
is to know God and 
make God known! 

                  Serving Up Church 
 

There is a restaurant in Houston that is known for serving wonderful 
food, and the service is outstanding with an atmosphere that is both 
cozy and comfortable. Caricatures on the walls are a tradition that 
began years ago, when, instead of singing for their supper, artists paid 
their tab by painting an original portrait on the wall.  The restaurant’s 

motto is “From our Family to Yours”. Their philosophy ……….treats guests like family, serve great food, 
and always exceed expectations.   
 

As a church family we are somewhat like a restaurant; visitors enter our church, the house of the Lord, 
hungry for “food for the soul” and a place at the Lord’s Table in a welcoming atmosphere.   Our guests 
arrive because they are hungry for the Word of God; we need to serve them. It is our responsibility to 
treat them like family, serve them the best we have with all we can, including our best smile, our best 
attitude and exceed their expectations, while we meet the Lord’s. We must do all that the Lord has 
asked of us as a church and as children of God to be good disciples.  
 

On January 23, Dan Barcus and Pastor Kevin hosted our first ever ministry leadership planning retreat. 
Together the various leaders (chairs and committee members) of St. Stephen’s collaborated on ideas to 
aggressively fulfill our mission statement, invigorate our congregation and attract new members. We 
first met as a group and then broke out into smaller groups to discuss how each committee (now 
referred to as ministry teams) best can serve the Lord through various ministries and activities in 2016.  
The general consensus for all of the Ministry Teams is that we truly are dedicated to meeting our goals. 
Dan asked a series of three questions to get the committees (ministry teams) started, “What new things 
do we need to do this year to focus on our official St. Stephen’s mission of “Knowing God and Making 
God Known? What things do we need to continue doing to fulfill this statement and, what things do we 
need to stop doing because they don’t help us accomplish our goal of “Knowing God and Making God 
Known?” 
 

When the Missions Team, tasked with outreach to communities both near and far were asked what 
their ministry team’s mission statement might be, they were kindled with a quote by John Wesley; “Do 
all the good you can. By all the means you can. In all the ways you can. In all the places you can. 
At all the times you can. To all the people you can. As long as ever you can.”  While this ministry 
team has done wonderful things working for others like Stevens Elementary, The Gathering Place , 
YMCA, Wesley Community Center and others, this team also has a renewed vision to be more “hands 
on” in the community, making mission projects more visible through technology and community 
partnerships like YMCA, Boy Scouts, sporting events, focusing on children in our area and continuing to 
be mission focused. 
 

Another small group comprised of Finance Team members, the chairman of the Church Council, a 
Stewardship Team member and others not part of a specific church committee, together were a 
powerhouse of God’s Glory!  They defined “Make God Known” in the mission statement as, “to live a life 
that shows others that you know God and reflects the love of God in all that you do”.  Provide 
opportunities for people to learn who God is:  Bible study, prayer vigils, etc., as well as to keep trying 
new things. When asked the question “Do you see St. Stephen’s in a surviving mode or a thriving 
mode?”, they responded with a positive attitude of “keep trying new things!” Don’t be afraid to fail or 
worry about small turnouts; in other words, don’t make the numbers the only test for success. More 
service opportunities will be found for all our members by recognizing everyone’s gifts. They see 
positive things happening in 2016 with mentoring to future church leaders, helping people recognize 
their gifts and focusing more on service opportunities - involving the entire congregation.  
  
The Radical Hospitality Team and others within this group felt their major team effort should be toward 
all facets of outreach in our church, and their team mission statement, “To be the open arms of the body 
of Christ!” This team would like to create more opportunities for outreach with involvement of 
more smiling faces of the entire congregation, as well as an updated website, a Narthex welcome center, 
additional local advertising of ongoing events that appeal to the public and drawing visitors to our 
church by sponsoring off site events.  (continued on page 4) 
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Mil estones  

From the S t .  S teph en’s Fou nd ation Committee  

Attendance and Contributions at St. Stephen’s: 

 

Publication Date  News Deadline 
March 4   Noon, Monday, February 29  
March 18  Noon, Monday, March 14 
 

Send articles to maryellen@stsumc.org or call the church office. 

 8:30 am 11:00 am Sunday School Operating Building Missions/ 
Communion 

Other Repairs 

February 7 59 175 114 $18,083.80 $555.00 $1,313.00 $195.00 — 

February 14 
(Scout Sunday) 

53 202 114 $7, 095.12 $712.00 — $317.46 — 

February 10 
(Ash Wednesday) 

7 pm 
82 

       

                                                         What’s Your Plan? 
 

As you review your resolutions for the year, make sure updating your will is on the list. Under Texas law, every 
man, woman and child has a will. You either have the one you wrote, or the one the state will write for you. If 
you have not decided how your estate will be divided and who will have custody of your children, the state will 

decide those things for you. Every Christian’s stewardship goals should include careful planning around these decisions, and updates 
should be considered at least every three to five years. Check on your will today. For more information and help with this vital task, contact 
Heartspring Methodist Foundation at 713-533-3780, 1-800-521-9617 or office@heartspringmethodist.org. 

       Welcome, New Member! 
 
Jeff Sellers joined St. Stephen’s by transfer of 
membership from Faith United Methodist Church 
in Richmond, Texas, on Sunday, February 14. Jeff 
and his wife, Sandee, live at: 1851 Latexo, 
Houston, Texas, 77018.  You can reach Jeff by 
phone at 832-256-1495.  
 

                                 Happy 96th Birthday! 
 

Birthday congratulations to Florence Epperson, 
who celebrated her 96th on February 5! 
 

Chili Cook-Off Winners 
 

Congratulations to the winners of our Chili Cook-Off on Sunday, 
February 7: 
 

     First Place—Earl Banks 
     Second Place—Lori Creppon 
     Third Place—Mark McDavid 
 

                         In Memory 
 

We extend our prayers and sympathy to Ginny 
McDavid and her family upon the death of her uncle, 
Gene Shivers, on January 26. Funeral services for 
Gene were held on January 29 at St. Therese Catholic 
Church in Canton, Texas. 
 

Our prayers and sympathy are also extended to Jean Parks and her 
family upon the death of her brother, Robert Bishop, on February 
2. Funeral services were held for Robert on February 5 at 
Memorial Oaks Funeral Home in Houston.  
 

Please keep the family of Deidre Martin, daughter of the late 
Fauncine Martin, in your prayers. Deidre lost her battle with 
cancer on February 7. A small private memorial service was 
planned for Deidre’s family. 
 

The Hayden family is in need of continued prayer following the 
death of Katy Hayden, Patricia Creed’s son’s mother-in-law, on 
February 16. Katy had been in our prayers for the past few months 
during her battle with cancer. Funeral services for Katy will be 
held on February 22 at McDonald Keohane Funeral Home in South 
Weymouth, Massachusetts.  

Many Th anks!  

Patricia Creed and Gwen Hunt cut the cake donated 
by InterFaith CarePartners in honor of all our 
wonderful volunteers who serve each month at “The 
Gathering Place”, a ministry for persons with memory 
loss and their caregivers. This month marks the 1-
year anniversary of this ministry at St. Stephen’s.  

Thank you to Milly Spencer for 
honoring the volunteers who 
prepare lunch for Senior Activities 
Day with altar flowers on Sunday, 
February 14. We really appreciate it! 
          
            Bill Cummins, Charles Warren, 
            Jean Skucius & Jim Varnell 
            “The Game Day Lunch Guys” 

 

Thank you to everyone who participated in our 
2016 Dessert Extravaganza! We appreciate 
everyone—our organizers, bakers, volunteers, 
“tasters”, emcees, family, friends, guests, workers 
and children who made Valentine cards.  Special 
thanks to the clean up crew. All proceeds from the 
event will benefit our Youth Ministry.  

 



 

 

St. Stephen’s UMC—Calendar of Events  

Saturday, February 27: 
Ignite Mid-Winter Youth Retreat 
8:00 pm—Narcotics Anonymous Support Group (Scout House) 
 

Sunday, February 28: 
Third Sunday in Lent 
Ignite Mid-Winter Youth Retreat 
8:30 am—Contemporary Worship (Sanctuary) 
9:40 am—Sunday School for Children, Youth & Adults (Education Bldg) 
9:40 am—Christian Faith 101 (Room 203) 
11:00 am—Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 
4:00 pm—Christian Believer Study (Church Library) 
(No Youth Group meeting today due to Mid-Winter Youth Retreat) 
 

Monday, February 29: 
11:40 am—Staff Prayer (Sanctuary) 
12:00 pm—Deadline to turn in articles for March 4 Evangel 
                       (Send to Maryellen@stsumc.org or call the church office.) 
2:00 pm—Google Church Photos  
7:00 pm—Boy Scout Troop 604 Meeting (Scout House) 
 

Tuesday, March 1: 
9:00 am—Johnson Memorial School Classes (Education Building) 
9:30 am—COVENANT Women’s Bible Study (Room 201) 
1:00 pm—Johnson School Dance Class (Room 101) 
6:15 pm—Girl Scout Cadettes Meeting (Rooms 112 & 113) 
6:30 pm—GriefShare Grief Support Group (Room 101) 
7:00 pm—Church Council Meeting (Room 101) 
7:30 pm—Sea Scouts Ship 24 Meeting (Scout House) 
 

Wednesday, March 2: 
6:00 am—Men’s Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 
9:00 am—Johnson Memorial School Classes (Education Building) 
9:30 am—Senior Activities Day Games & Luncheon (Fellowship Hall) 
1:00 pm—Johnson School Stay-N-Play (Library & Fellowship Hall) 
7:00 pm—Taize’ Worship Service (Sanctuary) 
 

Thursday, March 3: 
9:00 am—Johnson Memorial School Classes (Education Building) 
10:00 am—Prayer Shawl Ministry (Room 112) 
11:00 am—Johnson School Chuckwagon Lunch (Fellowship Hall) 
1:00 pm—Johnson School Gymnastics (Fellowship Hall) 
6:15 pm—Handbell Choir Practice (Room 101) 
6:30 pm—Girl Scout Brownies Meeting (Room 108) 
6:30 pm—Girl Scout Brownies/Jr.’s Meeting (Room 113) 
7:30 pm—Chancel Choir Practice (Choir Room) 
 

Friday, March 4: 
Boy Scout District Camporee 
6:00 am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Denny’s @ 34th & 290) 
9:00 am—Solitaires Trip to Old Town Spring 
6:30 pm—Family Movie Night (Fellowship Hall) 

Friday, February 19: 
Boy Scout Troop 604 Campout 
6:00 am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Denny’s @ 34th & 290) 
 

Saturday, February 20: 
Troop 604 Campout 
8:00 am—Garden Angels Dirt Diggers Workday (Work on flowerbeds.) 
8:00 pm—Narcotics Anonymous Support Group (Scout House) 
 

Sunday, February 21: 
Second Sunday in Lent 
Troop 604 Campout 
8:30 am—Contemporary Worship (Sanctuary) 
9:40am—Sunday School for Children, Youth & Adults (Education Bldg) 
11:00 am—Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 
12:15 pm—Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group (Youth Room 205) 
12:30 pm—Adult Bible Class Lunch Trip (Goodson’s Cafe , Tomball, TX) 
4:00 pm—Christian Believer Study (Church Library) 
 

Monday, February 22: 
9:00 am—Boy Scout District All Staff Meeting (Fellowship Hall) 
11:40 am—Staff Prayer (Sanctuary) 
7:00 pm—Boy Scout Troop 604 Committee Meeting (Scout House) 
 

Tuesday, February 23: 
9:00 am—Johnson Memorial School Classes (Education Building) 
9:00 am—Kids’ Meals Preparation (Meet at Glebe St. Parking Lot) 
9:30 am—COVENANT Women’s Bible Study (Room 201) 
1:00 pm—Johnson School Dance Class (Room 101) 
6:30 pm—GriefShare Grief Support Group (Room 201) 
7:00 pm—Finance Team Ministry Meeting (Room 101) 
7:00 pm—Oak Forest Citizen Patrol Meeting (Room 209) 
7:30 pm—Sea Scouts Ship 24 Meeting (Scout House) 
 

Wednesday, February 24: 
6:00 am—Men’s Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 
9:00 am—Johnson Memorial School Classes (Education Building) 
9:30 am—Senior Games (Fellowship Hall/Bring a sack lunch.) 
11:00 am—Johnson School Chapel Service (Sanctuary) 
1:00 pm—Johnson School Stay-N-Play(Church Library & Fellowship Hall) 
6:30 pm—Sonrise (Contemporary Worship) Choir Practice (Sanctuary) 
 

Thursday, February 25: 
9:00 am—Johnson School Classes (Education Bldg) 
1:00 pm—Johnson School Gymnastics (Fellowship Hall) 
1:15 pm—Office/Program Staff Meeting (Room 101) 
6:15 pm—Handbell Choir Practice (Room 101) 
7:30 pm—Chancel Choir Practice (Choir Room) 
 

Friday, February 26: 
Ignite Mid-Winter Youth Retreat 
6:00 am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Denny’s @ 34th & 290) 
11:30 am—Solitaires Luncheon (Don Jose’s Restaurant, 5035 Antoine) 
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                                    Adult Bible Class Lunch Trip 
 

The Adult Bible Class will be heading to Tomball, 
Texas, for lunch at Goodson’s Cafe , the home of 
chicken-fried steak, this Sunday, February 21, 
following the 11:00 a.m. service. All men and 
women age 50+ are welcome to join us; you do not have to be a 
member of the class. RSVP to Ed Abrahams at eabrahams@att.net or 
281-447-6730 to reserve your seat on the bus. 

           Red Hats Luncheon 
 

The Rambling Reds of St. Stephen’s meet monthly 
to support and encourage women in their pursuit 
of fun, friendship, freedom, fulfillment and fitness. 
We welcome ladies of all ages to join us for lunch 
on Saturday, March 5, at 11:30 a.m. at Don Teo’s 
Mexican Restaurant, 2026 West 34th St. Please 
RSVP to Barbara Johnson at 713-686-6116. 

                             Solitaires 
 

The Solitaires welcome widows and widowers to our 
monthly luncheon on Friday, February 26, at 11:30 
a.m. at Don Jose’s Mexican Restaurant, 5035 Antoine 
Dr. Please RSVP to Barbara Johnson at 713-686-6116. 
 

A day trip to Old Town Spring for a museum tour and shopping, 
followed by lunch at the White Flamingo Restaurant, is planned for 
Friday, March 4. The bus will leave St. Stephen’s at 9:00 a.m. and 
return around 3:00 p.m. RSVP to Betty Patterson at 713-688-3581.  

       Family Movie Night 
 

Everyone is invited to join us for Movie Night 
Friday, March 4, at 6:30 p.m. in the fellowship 
hall. Admission is free and we’ll provide 
popcorn and lemonade. Bring blankets and 

pillows for watching the show, and dinner, if the family is hungry. The 
movie will be approved for all audiences. We hope to see you and 
your family there! 



 

 

In  Ou r 
Prayers  

In  the 
Mil itary  Dirk Ray Jr., Allen Troth  

Prayer C oncerns  
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In  the 
Hospital  

Brookdale Place-Heights—Henry Demuth (hospice)                   Colonial Oaks Westchase—Anna Ruth Putnam (hospice)           
Houston Northwest Medical Center—Glenn Hickerson           TIRR Memorial Hermann—Cameron Elliott  

Mission and Volunteer Opportunities 

                                    Church T-Shirt Sale 
 

The Youth are sponsoring a church-wide t-shirt sale. The shirts are $15 each, and they are 
available in children’s and adult sizes. The proceeds from the sale will go toward sending the 
youth on mission trips and to summer camp. The youth are very excited to sell these shirts to the 
congregation so that we can proudly promote our church to our community. Please make checks 
out to St. Stephen’s and put “youth t-shirt sale” in the memo line. Please turn in all orders by this 
Sunday, February 21. The shirts will be available for pick-up before Easter! You can order a shirt 
in your Sunday School class or by contacting Mary Gossett.  
 

Kids’ Meals 
 

The United Methodist Women welcome all men and women to join us to assemble Kids’ Meals for low-income 
families with preschoolers. We will meet at 9:00 a.m. beginning Tuesday, February 23, in the parking lot near the 
church office to carpool (west parking lot adjacent to Glebe St.). For those running late or who choose to meet us at 
Kids’ Meals Houston, the address is 330 Garden Oaks Blvd (behind Sears). Please wear closed-toed shoes. Hair nets 
will be provided, or you may bring your own baseball cap. If you are interested in volunteering for this ministry, or 
would like more information, please contact Ginny McDavid at 832-922-0362 or ginnysmcdavid@yahoo.com.  

                                                           Notes from th e Minister  of  Mu sic  

Lent is a time of renewing our focus on Jesus Christ. During these forty days we lay aside things that hinder us from 
spending time with God in prayer and in our daily bible readings. As we focus on Christ, we are also called to act like 
Christ and love our neighbors. We will have many special opportunities for prayer of many types this Lenten season. 
Please mark your calendars with these dates: 
 

  February 17th at 4:00, Artist’s Prayer – This is a time of praying while creating works of art inspired by scripture. All 
skill levels are welcome as we create our works of art in the Fellowship hall. Art supplies will be provided. 

 March 2nd at 7:00, Praying through Singing and Silence – In this worship service we will sing in the style of Taize . 
Short choruses are repeated as we allow ourselves to meditate on Christ’s love for us. In the hustle and bustle of life, 
the serenity felt in these services is a glimpse of Christ’s peace which surpasses understanding. 

  March 9th at 7:00, Walking the Labyrinth – Join us in the Fellowship hall as we are guided in this ancient spiritual 
practice by Rev. Cindy Serio.  

  March 25th at 7:00, “The Final Hours” – On Good Friday, the Chancel Choir will present this powerful cantata by Lee 
and Susan Naus Dengler. It takes us through the crucifixion of our Savior, and offers reflection upon the six hours Jesus 
hung upon the cross. We will hear the seven phrases Jesus spoke from the cross, and the words of the centurion: 
“Surely, this man was the Son of God.” 
 

I hope you make plans to attend these events during this Lenten season. It is our hope and prayer that each of these 
opportunities will bring you closer to God.                                                                    

Ed and Claytie Abrahams, Jane Anderson, John Artz, Chappie Ashburn, Ruth Austin, Brooklyn Barner & family; Carolyn 
Belk, Dorette Benjamin and family, Anita Bishop, Doris Birdsong, Paula Brady, Betty Brashear, Kealy Brewer, Henry 
Burton (Lindsay Smith’s uncle), Chappie Collins, Lonnie Coursey, Dorothy Cox, Margaret Demuth, Elizabeth Dennard, 
Charlotte Dorton, Sammi Douglas, Gerald Dupree, Rev. Tom & Jan Edwards, the Emerson family, Jack Ford, Penny Gadmer, 
Bill & Mildred Gandin, Carl Graham, Tricia Halley, Dorothy Haschke, the family of Katy Hayden, Virginia Head, Darrel 
Hearn, Mike Henke, Lola Hensley, Tripp Hensley, Elizabeth Hickerson, Robert & Monica Hicks, Ann Hill, Elizabeth 
Huebner, Wanzel Jessie, Sr. & family; Thelma Jones, Richard Kerr, Angus & Virginia Lewis, the family of Deidre Martin, 
Frances Mayberry, Henry McKinley, Mary Nelle Moore, Jean Parks upon the death of her brother, Robert Bishop; Margie 
Perron, Milton & Noni Ray, Bill & Caroline Reaves, Betty Reilly, Kathleen Saathoff, Dianna Shinall, Barbara Smith, Sarah 
Skinner, Lura Smith, Jean & Vance Sorrells, Melissa Soto, Cindy St. Lawrence, Billy & Jean Stephens, Elizabeth Sutherland, 
Danny Thomason, Hazel Thompson, Marianne West, Charles Zimmermann 

“The We lcom i ng Chur ch ” -  Note s fr om  S t .  S tephe n’ s  2 01 6 Lead er shi p Re t r eat  ( con t .  fr om  fr o nt p age)  

Improving the youth room to attract younger visitors and to enhance our youth programs is a very high priority in seeing that our 
congregation grows. Outreach to the community as a whole, geared toward technology and updating our website, will strengthen our 
visibility on the web, open lines of communication with younger people and help us retain a data base to reach out more within the 
community. The addition of pew cards to invite people to have a Christ centered conversation about St. Stephen’s that any member could 
hand to a visitor was also discussed along with redesigning our visitor sign in book, and having age appropriate follow up with visitors.   
 

The St. Stephen’s UMC Ministry Teams plan to see our church thrive in 2016 with the entire congregational family as we reach for our 
dreams and goals of the future. Our growth will be abundant and our blessings many as we carry out God’s ministry to others by treating 
guests like family, serving great “food for the soul”, and always exceeding expectations.                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  —Bobbie Luedke 
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                             A Message from the Director of Student Ministries 
 

MYMU and Youth Cookie Decoration 
 

Brody, Madison, and Alec stayed after the late service on Valentine's Day to 
decorate cookies to take over to the firefighters.  They channeled their 
creative side as they worked masterpieces with red, white and pink icing, 
and sprinkles.  The firefighters appreciated the cookies and showed us 
around the newly renovated firehouse, which they were excited to hear 
had been designed by one of our members.  I'm sure the firefighters had a 
little sugar high after eating the cookies. 
 

Lenten Guide for Children 
The children have a special Lenten calendar that is all about clean water, specifically how others don't 
always have access to clean water and what we can do about it.  The calendar promotes thinking about 
others and encourages the children to be thankful for what they have.  If you did not receive one 
already, please see Mary Gossett.  Grandparents are welcome to take one home for their grandchildren. 
 

Let the Games Begin! 
 

For February and March, the youth will be doing a study on how the Beatitudes relate to the popular book and movie series, The Hunger 
Games.  If you're the creative type that likes to make obstacle courses, let me know, because we'll be playing games along with the study. 
 

CrunchTime and Mid-Winter Retreats 
 

The students had a great retreat at A&M. The CrunchTime retreat was targeted at Juniors and Seniors to help them get ready for college.  
They spent the weekend in small groups led by students at the Wesley Foundation at A&M. They toured the campus, did Bible study, talked 
to a professor and had lots of time to think about this next chapter of their lives. This retreat is definitely worth going on again next year so 
that our older students can think about how to keep their faith in college. 
 

Our Mid-Winter retreat is February 26-28, so please keep Alec, Camdyn, Steven and Mary in your prayers as they learn and lead at camp. 
 

Pancake Supper 
 

Thank you to everyone who came out for the pancake supper!  We had a good attendance this year, and we look forward to serving others 
again next year. 
 

T-Shirt Orders 
 

This is your last week to get your t-shirt order in.  The more shirts we order, the lower the cost to print the shirts will be, so please order 

them in your Sunday School class, or find the youth and Mary Gossett with the order forms in the Narthex this Sunday.  You can also call the 

church office if you have been unable to order the shirt and will be out of town this week.  The shirts are $15 each, and the proceeds go 

toward youth and children camps this summer.  These shirts will be a great way to witness to our community what St. Stephen's is doing in 

the world! 

 

 

 
 

Child ren and  You th  News  

                Johnson Memorial School Now Registering for Fall Classes 
 

The Johnson Memorial School is now registering students for the 2016-2017 school year. Classes are 
available for 3 and 4 year-old children. Children must be 3 years of age as of September 1, 2016, and potty-
trained in order to join our youngest 3s class. Registration forms are available on the St. Stephen’s website 
or in the Johnson Memorial School office. For additional information or to schedule a tour of our wonderful 
preschool, please contact Amy Mingle, Director, at 713-686-8241 or jms@stsumc.org. 

Boy Scouts Skyline District Awards 
 

St. Stephen’s was named the Outstanding Charter Organization of the Year for our 
work with Sea Scouts Ship 24, Boy Scout Troop 604 and the Houston Fire 
Department’s Station 13 at the Boy Scouts Skyline District Awards Banquet held on 
February 11.  
 

Our Ship 24 served as hosts at the banquet and were named the Outstanding Ship 
of the Year . 
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Rev. Lindsay Smith 
Minister of Music 
music@stsumc.org 
 

Mary Gossett 
Director of Student  
Ministries 
youth@stsumc.org 
 

Juyeon Kim 
Organist 
 

Amy Mingle 
Director,  
Johnson Memorial School 
jms@stsumc.org 
 

Melissa Soto 
Nursery Coordinator 
 
 

Anita Cabrera, Lydia Soto,  
Jo Ann Spivey 
Nursery Staff  

Rev. Kevin Otto 
Senior Pastor 
kevin@stsumc.org 

Administrative Staff 

Mary Jessie 
Accounting Manager 
mary@stsumc.org 

 

Mary Ellen King 
Executive Secretary 
maryellen@stsumc.org 

 

Cindy Tindol 
Receptionist 
cindy@stsumc.org 

Program Staff 

Guided Labyrinth Walk 

Looking Ahead to Holy Week 

March 20                            March 24 
Palm Procession during Both Services                        Worship & Communion at 7 p.m.                           

    

March 27 
Sunrise Service at  7:00 a.m. 
(Continental breakfast following 
  Sunrise service in fellowship hall.) 
Contemporary Worship at 8:30 a.m. 
Sunday School  at 9:40 a.m.  
Traditional Worship at 11:00 a.m. 

March 25 
Worship at 7 p.m.  
at St. Stephen’s 
Chancel Choir Cantata: 
“The Final Hours” 

Everyone is welcome to join us in a guided Labyrinth Walk 
in the fellowship hall on Wednesday, March 9, from 7:00 to 
8:30 p.m. Rev. Cindy Serio will lead us in a prayer 
experience incorporating the labyrinth (a sacred prayer 
path), scripture art and anointing. Unlike previous 
labyrinth experiences held here at St. Stephen’s, you will 
need to be present for the entire hour and a half. Paper 
labyrinths will be available for those with difficulty 
walking. For more information, please contact Dan Barcus 
at dbarcus@comcast.net or 713-937-9087. 

Taize’ Service 

Join us for a Taize’ Service on Wednesday, March 2, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
sanctuary. In this worship service, we will pray through singing and silence, 
repeating short choruses as we allow ourselves to meditate on Christ’s love 
for us. The serenity felt in a Taize’ service gives us a glimpse of Christ’s 
peace - the peace that passes all understanding.  

Fun4Seniors Luncheon 

St. Stephen’s will host a Fun4Seniors Luncheon, sponsored by Harris 
County Precinct 4’s Senior Adult Program, on Monday, March 7, at 11:30 
a.m. Adults age 50+ are invited to join us for a “Blue Grass Jamboree”, 

including entertainment by Jay Cantu, owner of the Liberty Opry. Ben’s Chuck Wagon will once 
again cater the lunch. The menu will include barbeque chicken, brisket, sausage, potato salad, 
baked beans, homemade bread, dessert and iced tea. RSVP to Fun4Seniors at 281-893-3726. A 
suggested donation of $10 is requested and should be mailed to Precinct 4’s Senior Adult Program 
at 1731 Hugh Rd, Houston, Texas, 77067, within 1 week of making your reservation.  


