
 

 

Sunday, July 10: 
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

Food Pantry Sunday 
 

Contemporary Worship 
8:30 am 

 

Sunday School  
9:40 am 

 

Traditional Worship 
11:00 am 

 

 

 
 

Sunday, July 17: 
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Contemporary Worship 

8:30 am  
 

Sunday School  
9:40 am 

 

Traditional Worship 
11:00 am 
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OUR MISSION 
is to know God and 
make God known! 

                                           Let Freedom Ring! 
 
“It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not 
let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.” Galatians 5:1 
 

Since the Fourth of July was coming up, a preschool teacher took the 
opportunity to teach her class about Independence Day and the wonderful 
individual freedoms guaranteed to each of us by the Bill of Rights. 

 

"We live in a great country," she ventured.   "And one of the things about which we should be 
happiest is that in this country, we are all free!" 
 

One little boy immediately stood up, walked up to her,  took a deep breath, and said, .  .  . "I'm 
not free.  I'm four." 
 

In fact, the little boy was more right than he could possibly know.  In his January 6, 1941 
inaugural address, President Franklin D. Roosevelt spoke of authoritarian governments that 
were trampling the freedom of their citizens.  Specifically, Roosevelt identified four ways in 
which people “everywhere in the world" should be fundamentally free:  1. Freedom of 
speech, 2.  Freedom of worship, 3. Freedom from want, and 4. Freedom from fear.  Roosevelt 
delivered this speech, later known as the “Four Freedoms Speech,” eleven months before the 
United States would enter World War II. 
 

These are freedoms that are still worth standing for today!  Give God thanks this 
Independence Day and everyday for the freedom that we enjoy. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Kevin 

Vacation Bible  Sch ool  

Last week, June 27-July 1, was VBS 
week at St. Stephen’s! Children age 3 
through 5th grade visited the “Surf 
Shack” where they “caught the wave 
of God’s amazing love”! Our young 
“surfers” also visited the Bible 
Village where they got to experience 
life as it was in Bible days. See page 5 
for more VBS photos, and be sure to 
visit St. Stephen’s Facebook page for 
even more photos. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freedom_of_speech
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freedom_of_speech
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freedom_of_worship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freedom_from_want
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freedom_from_fear
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Mil estones  

From the S t .  S teph en’s Fou nd ation Committee  

Attendance and Contributions at St. Stephen’s: 

 

Publication Date  News Deadline 
July 22   Noon, Monday, July 18 
 
 

Send articles to maryellen@stsumc.org or call the church office. 

                                     Benefits of Giving Your House to the Church 

Gifting your home to the church can provide benefits to both you and the church. Members frequently leave the 
family residence to their church in a will, not realizing the tax and estate advantages of donating the home while 
still living. By making a “gift with life interest”, the donor receives a tax deduction for much of the market value 

of the home. You (and your spouse, if married) can continue to live in the house for as long as you like, and remain responsible for taxes 
and maintenance. For information on how to give your house to the church, contact Heartspring Methodist Foundation at 713-533-3780,  
800-521-9617 or office@heartspringmethodist.org.  

 8:30 am 11:00 am Sunday School Operating Building Missions/ 
Communion 

Other Repairs 

June 26 57 167 113 $4,663.60 $310.50 $130.00 $146.33 — 

July 3 
 

53 134 99 $15,579.00 $275.00 $711.00 — — 

Welcome, Little One! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                   In Memory 
 

We extend our prayers and sympathy to Sharon Hayes and her family upon the death of her mother, 
Edith Armstrong, on Wednesday, June 29.  Arrangements for a memorial service for Edith are 
pending at this time.  

The Gathering Place is a ministry for persons with 
memory loss and their caregivers. Each month 
on the second Monday, from 10:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., 
our volunteers, in partnership with “CarePartners”, 
lead our guests in fun, memory-stimulating 
activities and serve lunch. Caregivers have the 
choice to stay and participate in the activities, or use 

the time for a break. There is no charge to the caregiver or 
carepartner to attend Gatherings. If you believe you and your 
carepartner might benefit from this ministry, or if you know 
someone who might, please contact Monica Holiday at 713-682-
5995, ext. 206 or MHoliday@interfaithcarepartners.org.  
 
 

We welcome men and women of all ages to experience the 
blessing of volunteering for The Gathering Place. There are 
many areas in which you can serve: music, crafts, games, and 
kitchen help. If you have limited mobility, but have a desire to 
help, you can minister by sitting and visiting with our guests, 
helping them to feel welcome. For more information, please 
contact Gwen Hunt at 713-686-1202 or ghunt226@gmail.com. 

Congratulations to Ryan and Taylor Mingle upon the birth of the newest 
member of their family! Allison Kate Mingle arrived June 21 weighing 7 
pounds, nine ounces, and measuring twenty-one inches long. Big sister, 
Lexie, and big brother, Benjamin, were excited to welcome her home. 
Allison’s proud grandparents, Gary and Amy Mingle, are delighted that she 
is here, too! 

The G athering Pl ace  

 

Hand s Lifted  Up in  Prayer  

In case you haven’t heard, our beautiful new prayer room has 
now been completed, thanks to the work of faithful volunteers. 
The room is located upstairs next to the elevator.  All who desire 
to spend some quiet time in prayer are welcome to visit the 
room whenever the church building is open.  



 

 

St. Stephen’s UMC—Calendar of Events  

Friday, July 15: 
Tri-District Summer Camp 
6:00 am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Denny’s @ 34th St & Hwy 290) 
 

Saturday, July 16: 
10:00 am—Fine Arts Camp Breakfast & Safe Sanctuary Training 
                      (Fellowship Hall)  
11:30 am—Red Hats Luncheon (Barbeque Inn, 116 West Crosstimbers) 
8:00 pm—Narcotics Anonymous Support Group (Scout House) 
 

Sunday, July 17: 
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
7:30 am—Sonrise (Contemporary Worship) Choir Practice (Sanctuary) 
8:30 am—Contemporary Worship (Sanctuary) 
9:40 am—Sunday School for Children, Youth & Adults (Education Bldg) 
11:00 am—Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 
12:15 pm—Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group Meeting (Youth Room 205) 
 

Monday, July 18: 
11:40 am—Staff Prayer (Sanctuary) 
12:00 pm—Deadline to turn in articles for July 22 Evangel Newsletter 
                      (Send to maryellen@stsumc.org or call the church office.) 
7:00 pm—Boy Scouts Troop 604 Meeting (Scout House) 
 

Tuesday, July 19: 
9:15 am—Line Dancing Class (Fellowship Hall) 
6:30 pm—Griefshare Grief Support Group Meeting (Room 201) 
7:00 pm—Church Council Meeting (Room 101) 
7:30 pm—Sea Scouts Ship 24 Meeting (Scout House) 
 

Wednesday, July 20: 
6:00 am—Men’s Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 
9:30 am—Senior Games (Fellowship Hall/Bring a sack lunch.) 
9:30 am—Hope Mission Group Meeting (Room 112) 
 

Thursday, July 21: 
Our Jr. High Youth leave for BIG HOUSE Camp in Brenham, Texas 
10:00 am—Prayer Shawl Ministry (Room 112) 
1:15 pm—Office/Program Staff Meeting (Room 101) 
6:30 pm—SEAL Security Meeting (Church Library) 
 

Friday, July 22: 
6:00 am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Denny’s @ West 34th & 290) 

Friday, July 8: 
6:00 am—Men’s Prayer Breakfast (Denny’s @ 34th & 290) 
 

Saturday, July 9: 
7:00 am—Garden Angels Dirt Diggers Workday (Work on flowerbeds.) 
8:00 pm—Narcotics Anonymous Support Group (Scout House) 
 

Sunday, July 10: 
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
Food Pantry Sunday 
7:30 am—Sonrise (Contemporary Worship) Choir Practice (Sanctuary) 
8:30 am—Contemporary Worship (Sanctuary) 
9:40am—Sunday School for Children, Youth & Adults (Education Bldg) 
11:00 am—Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 
12:00 pm—All American Fellowship Lunch (Fellowship Hall) 
1:00 pm—United Methodist Women Meeting (Fellowship Hall) 
1:00 pm—Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group Meeting (Youth Room 205) 
 

Monday, July 11: 
Tri-District Summer Camp at Lakeview  
10:00 am—The Gathering Place (Fellowship Hall) 
11:40 am—Staff Prayer (Sanctuary) 
7:00 pm—Boy Scouts Troop 604 Meeting (Scout House) 
 

Tuesday, July 12: 
Tri-District Summer Camp 
9:15 am—Line Dancing Class (Fellowship Hall) 
6:30 pm—GriefShare Grief Support Group Meeting (Room 201) 
7:00 pm—Finance Ministry Team Meeting (Room 101) 
7:00 pm—Worship Ministry Team Meeting (Sanctuary) 
7:30 pm—Sea Scouts Ship 24 Meeting (Scout House) 
 

Wednesday, July 13: 
Tri-District Summer Camp 
6:00 am—Men’s Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 
9:30 am—Senior Games (Fellowship Hall/Bring a sack lunch.) 
10:15 am—Homebound Visitation (Room 101) 
 

Thursday, July 14: 
Tri-District Summer Camp 
11:00 am—VIPs Luncheon (Fellowship Hall) 
 
 
 

3 

                         Red Hats Luncheon 

Ladies of all ages are welcome to join the Red Hats for 
lunch and fellowship Saturday, July 16, at 11:30 a.m. at the 
Barbeque Inn, 116 West Crosstimbers. Please RSVP to 
hostess, Florence Bowman, at 713-682-4513.  We would 
love to see some new faces! 

                                    All American Fellowship Lunch 

Everyone is welcome to join us for lunch this Sunday, 
sponsored by our Radical Hospitality Ministry Team, 
following the 11:00 a.m. worship service. We’ll be serving 
hamburgers and have our annual apple pie baking contest. 
If you are interested in signing up for the pie competition, 
please contact Steven Fisher at 713-724-8397 or 
f15h3r@hotmail.com.  

We need volunteers to help in the kitchen at the luncheon. If you 
can help, please contact Steven Fisher.  

                                                                  VIPs 

Adults age 50 and better are invited to join the VIPs 
for our monthly meeting on Thursday, July 14. 
Entertainment by RBM Entertainment will follow a short business 
meeting beginning at 11:00 a.m. A catered lunch including hot dogs 
with all the trimmings, potato salad, coleslaw and dessert will be 
served at noon. The cost is $10 per person. Please RSVP to Barbara 
Johnson at 713-686-6116. 

The VIPs will travel to the Chain of Lakes area Friday, August 19. 
for a seafood buffet lunch at Hilltop Lakes Restaurant. From there, we 
will head to Coldspring for a tour of an old Methodist 
church, an 1880’s jail museum and shopping at Old 
Town Heritage Center. The cost is $30 per person. 
Please RSVP to Brenda Paulk at 713-686-8000 or 
joelpaulk@att.net.  

                                                Food Pantry Sunday 

This Sunday, July 10, is Food Pantry Sunday. Please 
bring donations of non-perishable food to the basket in the 
Narthex (sanctuary foyer) marked “MANNA” (Ministry 
Assistance of the Near Northwest Alliance). The food will be 
delivered to MANNA’s food pantry to be distributed to 
needy families in our area.  

                                      Fun4Seniors Luncheon 

St. Stephen’s will host a Fun4Seniors “Hooray for 
the USA” Luncheon, sponsored by Harris County 
Precinct 4’s Senior Adult Program, Monday, July 25, at 11:30 a.m. in 
the fellowship hall.  Adults age 50+ are welcome to attend and enjoy 
live musical entertainment with Heath Spencer Phillip, who performs 
music influenced by Frank Sinatra, Jackie Wilson and Elvis. Ben’s 
Chuck Wagon will cater the meal featuring meatloaf, mashed potatoes, 
green beans, rolls and dessert. The cost is $10 per person. RSVP to 
Precinct 4 at 281-893-3726. Checks should be made payable to 
Fun4Seniors and mailed to 1731 Hugh Rd, Houston, Texas, 77067. 



 

 

In  Ou r 
Prayers  

In  the 
Mil itary  

Dirk Ray Jr., Allen Troth  

Prayer C oncerns  
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In  the 
Hospital  

Colonial Oaks Westchase—Anna Ruth Putnam (hospice)          Park Manor Woodlands—Virginia Head 

Mission and Volunteer Opportunities 

                                                                                      United Methodist Women 
                     

The UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) Church-Wide Project for 2016, coordinated by the UMW, is layette 
kits. Please pick up a list of needed items for the kits in the Narthex (sanctuary foyer) and bring one or more items to the basket 
in the Narthex marked “UMCOR”. Please do not bring items that are not on the list, as they cannot be used for this project.  
 

Our next UMW meeting at St. Stephen’s will be this Sunday, July 10, following the All American Fellowship Lunch in the 
fellowship hall. Peggy Wieting will present the program. Women of all ages are welcome to join us.  
 

The Texas Conference Mission U (Learning Together for Transformation of the World) will be held at Lakeview Methodist 
Conference Center in Palestine, Texas, July 21-23, 2016. For more information, visit www.txconfumw.org and download the Mission U 
2016 Newsletter which includes a registration form, or contact Lue Wenzel at (936) 661-2382. This year’s mission studies will include: The 
Bible and Human Sexuality: “Claiming God’s Good Gift”, Social Justice: “Climate Justice”, and Geographic Study: “Latin America: 
People and Faith” 
 

Kids’ Meals, assembling meals for low-income pre-school kids, is on summer hiatus until August.  We are still looking 
for a date that works for a critical mass of volunteers from the church willing to help.  We are taking an informal poll to 
see who would be willing to help assemble meals from 9-12 noon on the following days:  4th Wednesday, 4th Thursday, or 
other weekday best for you.  Please call Ginny McDavid at (832) 922-0362 with your reply so we can line up a crew to 
help a very worthy cause!     

                                                                                     Homebound Visitation 
                          

Men, women and youth of all ages—come join us on Wednesday, July 13. We gather in Room 101 at 10:15 for prayer before 
heading out in small groups to visit our homebound members. If you would like more information, please contact Florence 
Bowman at 713-682-4513. 

Wow! Those children at VBS blew me away with their wonderful singing, and I know that those songs were sticking with 
them at home, too. I believe God planted many seeds in the hearts of the 100+ children that attended last week, and I am 
thankful that I got to witness it! One of my favorite songs that they sang was “Only You” which helped the kids learn that 
God’s love for them is greater any other love. We laughed and danced and sang our hearts out! Thank you to Angela Eads 
for being my partner in praise during VBS! 
 

Now we are looking forward to our next big event here at the church this summer: Fine Arts Camp! I hope that you are 
registering your children or grandchildren for this awesome week of fun and art, July 24-28 from 5:00-7:30pm. We will 
have visual art and music for all of our campers, and our older children will work on a play while our younger children 

explore creative movement. Our theme this summer is Arts around the World! There will be drumming and singing, possibly even bell 
ringing! For more information, please contact Lindsay Smith or Mary Gossett. 

Ed and Claytie Abrahams, John Artz, Chappie Ashburn, Ruth Austin, Carolyn Belk, Anita Bishop, Doris Birdsong, Ray & 
Sandy Bonnin, Gwen & Robert Boucher, Paula Brady, Chappie Collins, Gloria Collins, Lonnie Coursey, Dorothy Cox, 
Elizabeth Dennard, Ed Dickson, Charlotte Dorton, Gerald Dupree, Stephen & Brenda Edrozo, Jan Edwards & family upon 
the death of Rev. Tom Edwards, Cameron Elliott, Jack Ford, Penny Gadmer, Bill & Mildred Gandin, Maria Garcia, Lindy 
Garrett, Rev. Dr. Charles & Phyllis Greene, John Greene, Daniel Griffith, Beverly Harlow, Dorothy Haschke, Sharon Hayes &  
family upon the death of her mother, Edith Armstrong, Elizabeth Huebner, Lee Hughs, Wanzel Jessie, Sr. & family; Thelma 
Jones, Lee & LaNell Kruse, Jim & Dianne Latham & family; Angus & Virginia Lewis, Jose Lewis, Carol Luce, Peter Lucht, 
Lavon Mahon & family, Bonnie Maple, Frances Mayberry, Mary McClanahan, Ed Mills, Laura Mobley, Mary Nelle Moore, 
Pastor Kevin Otto, Dian Parker, Margie Perron, Jim Piersall, Allyne Pollard & family upon the death of her sister, Gladys 
Hurbrough; Milton & Noni Ray, Bill & Caroline Reaves, Betty Reilly, Betty Roberts, Rogers & Jane Roberts,  Kathleen 
Saathoff, Betty Serio, Barbara Smith, Lura Smith, Vance & Jean Sorrells, Milly Spencer, Billy Stephens, Ruth Stone, Elizabeth 
Sutherland, Hazel Swearingen, Danny Thomason, Hazel Thompson, Charles Warren, Bob Weinberger, David and Carolyn 
Williamson, Charles Zimmermann, victims of Texas floods 

                                                        Notes  from the Minister  of  Mu sic  

                                                                                  Garden Angels Dirt Diggers 

Do you love to garden? We need volunteers, women and men, to help keep the flowerbeds on our church grounds 
looking their best. The GADDS meet every other Saturday from 7:00 to 9:00 a.m. during the warmer months, and from 8:00 to 
10:00 a.m. when the weather is cooler. If you are interested in volunteering for this ministry, please contact Cindy St. 
Lawrence at 281-448-7772 or rps95@aol.com.  

                                                                      Mystery Dinner Theater 
 

Due to a busy summer schedule, the dates for our Mystery Dinner Theater have been changed to September 10-11. If 
you are interested in an acting part in this year’s performance, please contact Steven Fisher at f15h3r@hotmail.com or 
713-724-8397.                           
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                                                                                              From the Director of Student Ministries 

VBS 2016 
 

We had 120 kids registered for VBS this year!  By my estimates, that is the biggest class we have had since 
I have been here.  Thank you, a million thanks, to everyone who volunteered.  We had over 90 volunteers 
working with the children and behind the scenes at VBS.  Susan Barcus, Patricia Anderson, and Sandy 
Bonnin put together a fabulous Bible Village that the entire VBS group went through this year.  Special 
thanks to Shaunna Schlageter for all of the schedules and nametags, and to our famous “Skipper” and 
“Snappy” who led the children in worship each day.  Thank you so much to everyone that put in their hard 

work.    Mary Gossett                        
 

UM ARMY 
 

We sent 4 youth and 5 adults to UM ARMY in Longview, Texas, 
and joined groups from Cypress and other areas to form a 
camp of around 65 youth and adults.  This small camp was 
great because we all got to know each other.  We repaired at 
least 13 sites and impacted the lives of our clients for years to 
come.  One memorable note is that the entire blue color group 
got to repair the roof of one lady that had been praying for 
years for her repairs to be done.  She finally got that answer 
when we were in Longview.  Thank you to everyone who 
donated materials or funds to help us go, and especially to 
Bryan, Juli, Justin, Elizabeth, and Mary who made sure that our 
youth could go.  

 

Upcoming Events 
 

Church Camp at Lakeview: July 11-15, Big House: July 21-24 in Brenham, 

Fine Arts Camp: July 24-28.  Star Wars and Faith Day: August 4 at 

10:30am, and a movie out at the City Center Studio Movie Grill on August 

9 at 11am. 
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PERIODICA L  

PAID  

HOUSTON,  TX  

Rev. Lindsay Smith 
Minister of Music 
music@stsumc.org 
 

Mary Gossett 
Director of Student  
Ministries 
youth@stsumc.org 
 

Juyeon Kim 
Organist 
 

Candice Croker 
Director,  
Johnson Memorial School 
jms@stsumc.org 
 

Melissa Soto 
Nursery Coordinator 
 
 

Anita Cabrera, Lydia Soto,  
Jo Ann Spivey 
Nursery Staff  

Rev. Kevin Otto 
Senior Pastor 
kevin@stsumc.org 

Administrative Staff 

Mary Jessie 
Accounting Manager 
mary@stsumc.org 

 

Mary Ellen King 
Executive Secretary 
maryellen@stsumc.org 

 

Cindy Tindol 
Receptionist 
cindy@stsumc.org 

Program Staff 

Fine Arts Camp 

The Children’s Ministry and Music Ministry Departments are excited to 
announce that we are hosting a Fine Arts Camp in the evenings of July 
24-28.  We will start the program at 5pm with dinner, and then finish 
each evening at 7:30pm.  The younger children will take classes in art, 
dance, and music, and the older children will take art, drama, and 
music.  Those entering into kindergarten through the 6th grade for the 

upcoming school year are welcome to sign up.  The cost for the week is $100 for the first child, $75 
for the second, with a family cap of $250.  Volunteers receive a discount on tuition.  For more 
information, please contact Mary Gossett or Rev. Lindsay Smith. 

Notes of Thanks 

June 7, 2016 
 

Dear Pastor Kevin, 
 

On behalf of the more than 124,000 children 
and families supported through the YMCA of 
Greater Houston’s 2016 Annual Campaign, 
thank you for your donation. 
 

Our cause is strengthening community, and 
the Annual Campaign allows us to provide 
access to programs for individuals who could 
not otherwise afford them.  Your generous 
donation remains in your local community to 
help meet the needs of your neighbors as 
determined by the board of the YMCA. 
 

We thank you again for your generosity and 
hope that you will continue to work with us as 
we empower people to learn, grow and thrive. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Paul McEntire    David Snow 

President and CEO    Chief Development Officer 

June 23, 2016 
 

Thank you very much for the prayers for my husband, Ray, and myself during our 
stay in the hospital, plus my stay in Vosswood.  
 

Ray’s treatments will start Monday (June 27) and last six weeks before surgery. I 
have several doctor appointments to determine my health issues.  
 

Your visits and phone calls meant and continue to mean so much; 

 you touch my heart.                      Sandy Bonnin 

June 30, 2016 
 

Dear Pastor Kevin, 
 

Many, many thanks to you and 
the entire congregation at St. Stephen’s for 
helping to make our UM ARMY a great 
success. During our week we were able to 
assist 16 clients and build 13 wheelchair 
ramps which would have stretched well over 
the length of a football field.  
 

Methodism lists radical hospitality as one of 
the practices of a fruitful congregation. If we 
needed an example, we would need to look no 
further than St. Stephen’s. We continue to talk 
about the overwhelming outpouring of 
support, friendship and food we received 
from your congregation. 
 

May God continue to bless you and all at St. 
Stephen’s.  
 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Bill Cooke, Camp Director 


