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This summer, St. Stephen’s has the opportunity to host a college pastoral intern through a program 
of the Texas Annual Conference. Logan will be with us from May 19 – July 28, and I can not wait for 
our opportunity to welcome him to St. Stephen’s. The CPIP program provides college students with 
opportunities to serve and learn about what pastoral ministry is really like. Over a decade ago, I had 
a chance to serve as a pastoral intern with Kevin Otto at Wesley UMC in Nederland, and it helped 
me to once and for all discern my call into pastoral ministry.   
 

Please make sure and welcome Logan! 
 

Paz, 
Rev. Nathan Lonsdale Bledsoe 
 
 

What should people at St. Stephen’s know about you?  
 

I am an unapologetic, loud, and proud Fightin' Texas Aggie! What this means is that I know all the weird chants, yells, and sayings that 
nobody else really seems to understand. I'll be a junior in chemical engineering in the Fall. I am especially analytical and love math, 
chemistry, and problem solving. In the little free time I have between studying and being active at church, I enjoy being outdoors, any 
sort of puzzle, and long drives in the country. I'm also one of the least athletic people I know.  Additionally, I have had a stutter ever since 
I was a toddler. While public speaking can be a challenge for me, I absolutely love to talk and look forward to many great conversations 
with y'all! 
 

What convinced you to apply for the College Pastoral Internship Project? 
 

I applied to be an intern because I am interested in clarifying what profession God has called me to pursue. Although I was raised in the 
United Methodist church, I truly began to accept Jesus into my life upon entering college two years ago. I look forward to using this 
opportunity to both grow myself and to minister to others. 
 

What has your service at the Wesley Foundation taught you about evangelism?  
 

I have been active at the Wesley Foundation at Texas A&M during my time in college. The Wesley Foundation is the United Methodist 
Student Center and is financially supported by every church in Houston and East Texas, including St. Stephen's. I have served on the 
student-led Council since freshman year as the Outreach Chair. In this capacity, I have coordinated several events for more than 1,000 
prospective members of our organization. This role has taught me that spreading God's word and building his kingdom does not consist 
of simply telling others about the Gospel, but rather requires meaningful investment in the lives of others.  
 

What’s the best thing you’ve eaten lately? 
 

Being a student, any food that does not originate in a box or in a dehydrated form is a delicacy. I recently had a Trailer Park taco from 
Torchy's Tacos. It doesn't get much better than tacos. My favorite food is cheesecake, but I'll eat almost anything that isn't a vegetable. 
 

What are you most excited about for this summer? 
 

I am excited to devote myself to the people of St. Stephen's and to see the details of how pastoral ministry works. I am also excited for the 
possibility to attend my sixth U.M. ARMY with the youth (and my first as a volunteer)! 
 

Blessings, 
Logan Brabson 

Easter Egg Hunt - April 20, 2019 
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Vacation Bible School - Our VBS Mission to Mars is sold out and we have 138 kids attending this year. To ensure that the 
children have an enlightening, fun, and (crucially) a safe week, we still need more volunteers. We are especially still in need for Pre-K 
classrooms, shepherds, and in the Bible Village. Either follow the links at stsumc.org/events or find our Family Ministries Director, 
Steven Fisher to get signed up! 
 

Junior High Mystery Trip - An old St. Stephen’s favorite returns this summer. Youth in junior high and those who have just 
finished 8th grade, are invited to join us on a three day, two night trip to… somewhere? Our accommodation is sorted and our 
destination is known (to me at least). 

This is not a mission trip. This is a chance to have a bit of fun during a hectic summer season. The total cost should be under $100 per 
child. Registration is open at stsumc.org/events (then click the upcoming events banner). No payment is due now, but the earlier you 
can register your child, the better as it will make activity planning easier. 
 

UMYF - Our Sunday evening youth group will continue in May with two gatherings on the 5th and the 19th. In June and July 
we will switch to once a month on the first Sunday due to summer camp schedules. Twice a month UMYF will return in August. 
 

Fine Arts Camp - Our Fourth Annual Fine Arts Camp is back August 4-8th this year and our theme is “The Arts are out of this 
World!” Registration is open now at stsumc.org/events 

All children will take part in art and music class but we have expanded our electives this year. There will now be a choice of dance, 
drama, ukulele, cooking, and photography. Fine Arts Camp costs $100 with discounts for children of volunteers. For more information, 
contact Pastor Lindsay at lindsay@stsumc.org 

Envelopes are Coming - Or depending on when you are reading this you might be like, what's with all the envelopes? The envelopes 

are a fundraiser for our senior high trip to Bolivia and our junior high Mystery Trip to "nice try I'm not telling ya." 
 

You'll notice that the envelopes are numbered '1' through '60' and this is how it works. If you take down the number 1 envelope, you are 

pledging to give $1. If you take down the number 14 envelope, you are pledging to give $14. This repeats through the top amount which is 

$60. This way, people can give an amount they feel comfortable with whether it is a little or a little more. If all envelopes are claimed at 

face value, we will have raised $1830 to support summer programs! 
 

You are of course welcome to give any amount and whatever you can give is highly 

appreciated. We'll also have some blank envelopes in case your amount has already 

been taken. Simply turn the envelopes into the office or put them in the plate on 

Sundays. 
 

See! It's as easy as 1-2-3 or, er, 60.                            —Steven Fisher                                                                                                      

 

Each month, each JMS class rotates the joy of creating artwork for our church’s homebound 
seniors. In honor of Easter, Ms. Rome’s class (our oldest kiddos who head to Kinder in the 
fall!) created these gorgeous canvases with the following verse: 

Jesus Has Risen 
24 On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they 
had prepared and went to the tomb. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the 
tomb, 3 but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they 
were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood 
beside them. 5 In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but 
the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? 6 He is not here; 
he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: 7 ‘The Son 
of Man must be delivered over to the hands of sinners, be crucified and on the third day be 
raised again.’ ”8 Then they remembered his words.         Luke 24:1-12 (NIV) 

Choristers Guild Festival - March 31, 2019 



Worship Times 

Celebration Service— 
 Sunday, 8:30 am, Sanctuary 
Sunday School— 
 Sunday, 9:40 am, Education Bldg 
Traditional Service— 
 Sunday, 11:00 am, Sanctuary 
 

 

 

    

 

 

 

  9:30am— 

Senior Activities 
Day Lunch, FH 
 

10am— 

Prayer Shawl 
Ministry-112 

 

7am—GADDs 

        Workday 
11:30 am—Red 

Hats Lunch, Spa-
ghetti Western 

 

Communion 

 Sunday 
12:30pm—

Feast!, Mellow 
Mushroom 

 
 
 

5:15pm—Bible 
Study & Sermon 

Conversation  

    10am— 

   Homebound  
     Visitation 
 

JMS Robert  

     Johnson Day 
 

 

 

 

11:30am—VIPs 
Luncheon, FH 

 

 

 

   Food  

 Pantry Sunday 
 

 
      

 

10:00am—-    

   The Gathering     
       Place, FH 

 
 

 

9:30am— 

  Hope Mission     
Group, 112 

 
 
 
 
 

6:30 pm—Weekly 
Yoga Class  

Resumes, 101 

   10am— 

Prayer Shawl 
Ministry-112 

 
 
 
 
      11am—JMS  
        Chapel & 

Graduation  
Ceremony 

  

 

 

7am—GADDs 

        Workday 
 

 

 

 

 

5:15pm—

Bible Study & 
Sermon Conver-

sation  
 

 June News-  

  letter Deadline 
 
 
 
 
 

11:30am— 
Fun4Seniors 

Luncheon, FH 

6:30pm— 

Discipleship 
Pathway Dinner, 

FH (see pg. 7) 
 
 

  

 

 

Confirmand Led 

Worship 

 

 

Last Day of    

Classes for HISD  
        Students 
 

11:30am—
Solitaires  

Luncheon, FH 

 

For a more detailed calendar or to learn more about our 
church, visit stsumc.org  
or call the church office.  

For a list of recurring events, please see the next page. 
*Register for events at stsumc.churchcenter.com. 



Parkinson’s Yoga Class—Mon., 11:00 am, 101 
Line Dancing—Tues., 9:30 am, FH 
Senior Games—Wed., 9:30 am & 1 pm, FH 
Pastor’s Bible Study—Wed., 2:30pm, 101 
Yoga Class—Wed., 6:30 pm, Rm 101  
     (will resume May 15) 
Men’s Bible Study—Thurs., 6 am, FH 
Handbell Practice—Thurs., 6:15 pm, 101 
Chancel Choir Practice—Thurs., 7:30 pm,  
     Choir Rm                
Men’s Prayer Breakfast—Fri., 6 am,  
     Denny’s @ 34th & 290 
 
 

Feast!—on a Sunday following 11am service at       
     a family-friendly restaurant. Next Feast!: 
     May 5 at Mellow Mushroom, 
     1919 N. Shepherd Dr. 
The Gathering Place—2nd Monday, 
     10:00 am, FH 
Senior Activities Day Luncheon— 
     1st Wed., 9:30 am, FH 
Homebound Visitation—2nd Wednesday, 
     10 am, Choir Room 
Hope Mission Group—3rd Wednesday, 
     9:30 am, Rm 112 
Sonrise Choir Practice—Last Wednesday, 
     6 pm, Sanctuary 
VIPs Luncheon—2nd Thurs., 11 am, FH 
     RSVP to Peggy Bickel at 713-957-0255 
Solitaires—Last Fri., 11:30 am, FH 
Red Hats Luncheon—1st or 2nd Saturday,  
     11:30 am, FH or a restaurant.  
     Next mtg: Spaghetti Western, 1951 West  
     TC Jester; RSVP to Gwen Boucher at 281-                     
     447-8084 or gjboucher@comcast.net.  
 

Bible Study & Sermon Discussion—1st & 3rd 
     Sunday, 5:15 pm, Great Heights Brewing    
     Company, 938 Wakefield Dr.  
Youth Fellowship—1st Sun. at St. Stephen’s, 
     3rd Sun. combined with another church 
Prayer Shawl Ministry—1st & 3rd Thurs., 
     10 am, Rm 112 
 

Garden Angels Dirt Diggers Workday— 
     Every other Sat., 7 am (DST), 8 am (ST) 

     Next workday: April 6, 7am 

Fun4Seniors Luncheon—on a Monday of 
     every other month (varies), 11:30, FH 
     (RSVP to Fun4Seniors at 713-274-4050.) 
     Next luncheon: May 20 

FH=Fellowship Hall   SH=Scout House 

Congratulations to the following people who completed the short-term Disciple Bible 
Study course “Invitation to John” on Sunday March 31, 2019: Julie Burke, Kathy Bruns, 
Ron Bruns, Fran Foger, LaNell Kruse, Leslie Martinez, David Massey, Marsha Massey, 
Amy Millar, Daniel Niederhofer and Mamie Niederhofer.  

Many thanks to Iota Gamma 
chapter of Delta Kappa Gam-
ma for helping process new 
books. They chose our Library 
as their service project! New 
books and DVDs are ready for 
check out. Thank you Diana, 
Julia, Carolyn, LaNell, Debbie 
and Kathy for all your hard 
work.  

Elizabeth Dennard enjoyed a visit 
recently from members of our 
Homebound Visitation Team, Ron 
Bruns, and Peggy Aldredge, who is 
currently serving as coordinator of 
this ministry. Elizabeth is 100 years 
young! 



 

Join us in May for “As Promised,” a worship series focused on the Resurrection stories found in the Gospel of John, as 
well as a few other stories John tells us. The Gospel of John beautifully tells the story of Jesus earthly ministry, his 
relationships with the disciples, and illumines the divinity of Christ through it all. We will hear the stories of Thomas 
touching the wounds in Jesus’ hands, Peter eating breakfast with Jesus on the beach, and much more. 
 

Then on May 26, we will begin celebrating the Holy Spirit a little early! This year, we will have an extended Pentecost 
celebration. Too often, the Holy Spirit seems to get the short end of the Triune stick. Sometimes we might overlook 
the Holy Spirit, or we may uncomfortable with the idea of an encounter with the Spirit. But we will take three weeks 
to dive into who the Holy Spirit is, how we experience the Spirit, and what we can do with the Holy Spirit (though it 
might be more accurate to say what the Holy Spirit can do with us!). 
 

Also, be on the lookout for a new worship tool coming in early June – a worship roadmap! In this document, you will find a year’s worth 
of worship information and recommended readings for each series. It is our hope and prayer that as we go through the year together, we 
might all deepen our faith and discipleship by diving deeply into the scriptures together.                      —Rev. Lindsay Smith 

March 31 53 130 82 

April 7 55 123 88 

April 14 46 151 87 

April 21 (Easter) 120 207 53 

  

April 18   

(Maundy Thursday) 57   

    

Kinlie Ivey Bullock, daughter of Michael and Natalie 
Bullock, and granddaughter of Jack Hunt, was baptized on 
Sunday, March 31, 2019, by Rev. Nathan Lonsdale Bledsoe.  

Alec Eads (pictured in the center) joined brass musicians from 
the Waltrip Ram band during the worship services on Easter 
Sunday. To the left and right of Alec are Alexander Velasquez, 
Mario Hernandez, Xavier Robinson and Luke Neri. Also pictured 
on the far left is Mary Peek, former teacher at Waltrip High, and 
on the far right, Rev. Lindsay Smith, St. Stephen’s Pastor of 
Music and Worship.  



Greg Albert, John & Dorothy Artz, Betty Babin, Carolyn Belk, Earnestine Bingham, Rhonda Boehm, Sandy Bonnin, Florence Bowman, 

Debbie Bradley, Bill Byler, Mark Cass, Chappie Collins, Katreena Collins, Janet Cummins, Angela Earl, Allen Ebelt, Walter Ebelt, Irene 

Fallen, Pat Gideon, Alexander Greiner, Elsie Haley, Russ Hankins, Darrel Hearn, Tripp Hensley, Marsha Hickerson, Paula Hicks and 

family, Charlotte Johnson, Diane Johnson, Jamie Johnson, Perry Lange, Penny Lloyd, Sarah Lonsdale Bledsoe, Yvette Lumene, Jacob 

Manton, Roberta Manton, Marsha Massey, Brooklyn Maxwell & family, Frances Mayberry, Henry and Sara McKinley, Amy Millar & 

family upon the death of Amy’s  mother, Glenda Millar; Shannon Miller, Carey Niederhofer, Danny Niederhofer, Dian Parker, Brenda 

Paulk, Rogers & Jane Roberts, Michael Sackett, Abbey Seveney, Trudy Sickel, Stephanie Skinner, Jean Skucius, Barbara Smith, Winter & 

Kellie Smith & family; The Soto family, Milly Spencer, Billy Stephens, Thomas Tackett, Emmanuel Tezeno, Danny Thomason, Mark & 

Laura Tilley, Lloyd Tittle IV, David Turilli, Ronnie Vance, Paul Wieting, Todd Wilson 

     Allen Clutter, Keanna Piercefield                        

  

We believe that prayer works, and we seek to be a congregation that prays regularly. To help us to direct our prayers, we will 
be updating our prayer list weekly. To be added to the prayer list, please fill out a prayer card in the sanctuary or send an 
email to info@stsumc.org. Please let us know when and how God answers. 

 

We have reached the point in the Vibrant Church Initiative (VCI) process that we only have two teams still working on their parts of the 
project, but they’re two really important teams! We have been working on the parts of the VCI process that most directly affect the lives 
and ministry of our church members. 
 

• The Volunteer Systems Team has been working on a system for us to use to help people who want to serve be able to serve in 
congregational care, hospitality, facility work, and more. 
 

•The Discipleship Pathway Team is building a metric we can all use to make tangible spiritual growth. Methodists believe that all people 
can continue to “work out their salvation,” and grow deeper in their faith. Whether you’re someone who has a pattern and torn bible 
that you have read through dozens of times or you’re brand new to the faith, the discipleship pathway will offer you ways to know Jesus 
more and engage more deeply. 
 

If you are a leader in our church of any kind, you are invited to join us on Thursday, May 23 to learn about how we can help people 
engage with these new ministry tools. We’ll be meeting for dinner at 6:30, and should wrap up the presentation by 7:30. This is our 
normal meeting night for our Board of Stewards, but we’re inviting all of our leaders and teachers to join us. So if you help plan or lead a 
Sunday School class or Bible study, or serve in leadership roles for any of our ministries, you are invited! To ensure we have enough food, 
please register at stsumc.churchcenter.com. Looking forward to learning and growing with all of you! 
 
 

Paz, 
Nathan 

Calling all smart-phone users! As part of our church management software, St. Stephen's has an iphone and android app, 
and we'd love for you to use it! Go to the app store or google store and download the Church Center app. Once you've got 
it, you'll select St. Stephen's UMC as your church. Within the app, you can submit prayer requests, register for events, 
manage your giving, and even make sure your personal information in the database is up-to-date! On May  15, we'll do a 
drawing from everyone who has signed up for the app for some free church gear! 

 

We extend our prayers and sympathy to Amy Millar and her family upon the death of Amy’s mother, Glenda Millar, 
on April 5, 2019. Funeral services were held for Glenda on April 20 at Forest Park Lawndale Funeral Home.  
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