


 

 
 
 
 
WELCOME            Rev. Nathan Lonsdale Bledsoe 
                                Senior Pastor 
PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 
PRELUDE                                                                       He Is Exalted                                                              Dr. Andreea Muț 
                                                                                             (by Twila Paris)                                                                       Accompanist 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 150)                                                                                                                          Martha Hall 
 

One: Praise the Lord! 
All: Praise God in his sanctuary! 
One: Praise God in his fortress, the sky! 
All: Praise God in his mighty acts! 
One: Praise God as suits his incredible greatness! 
All: Praise God with the blast of the ram’s horn! 
One: Praise God with lute and lyre! 
All: Praise God with drum and dance! 
One: Praise God with strings and pipe! 
All: Praise God with loud cymbals! 
One: Praise God with clashing cymbals! 
All: Let every living thing praise the Lord! 
 Praise the Lord! 

 
         

*HYMN                                                                                 He Lives                                                                                 Rev. Suzi Byrd 
                                                                                                                                                               Pastor of Music and Worship 
 

I serve a risen Savior, he’s in the world today; 
I know that he is living, whatever foes may say. 
I see his hand of mercy, I hear his voice of cheer, 
and just the time I need him, he’s always near. 
He lives, he lives, Christ Jesús lives today! 
He walks with me and talks with me along life’s narrow way. 
He lives, he lives, salvation to impart! 
You ask me how I know he lives? He lives within my heart. 
 
In all the world around me I see his loving care, 
and though my heart grows weary, I never will despair. 
I know that he is leading through all the stormy blast; 
the day of his appearing will come at last. 
He lives, he lives, Christ Jesús lives today! 
He walks with me and talks with me along life’s narrow way. 
He lives, he lives, salvation to impart! 
You ask me how I know he lives? He lives within my heart. 
 
Rejoice, rejoice, O Christian, lift up your voice and sing 
eternal hallelujahs to Jesús Christ the King! 
The hope of all who seek him, the help of all who find; 
none other is so loving, so good and kind. 
He lives, he lives, Christ Jesús lives today! 
He walks with me and talks with me along life’s narrow way. 
He lives, he lives, salvation to impart! 
You ask me how I know he lives? He lives within my heart. 

 



*AFFIRMATION                                                    St. Stephen’s Affirmation of Faith                                                  Martha Hall 
 

We believe in God who claims us as beloved children  
whose love unites us when the world would divide us. 
We believe in Jesús Christ our living Savior and example  
whose love knows no bounds. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit who empowers and enables us to transform the world,  
who speaks through the stories of scripture to transform our own stories.  
We believe in the Church who is the body of Christ, 
and does not belong to us, whose work cannot be contained by a building. 
We worship God together proclaiming God’s love for us and our love for God and each other. 
We act in God’s name, knowing God is at work all around us, calling us to join in,  
claiming us all as beloved.       
 

*GLORIA PATRI                                                                                                                                                                                      Suzi 
 
PRAYER                                                    Nathan 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                    

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory forever. Amen 
 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT                         Steven Fisher 
              Director of Family Ministries 
 
*HYMN          In the Midst of New Dimensions                                                                            Suzi 
           (stanzas 1,2,5) 
 

In the midst of new dimensions, in the face of changing ways, 
who will lead the pilgrim peoples wandering in their separate ways? 
God of rainbow, fiery pillar, leading where the eagles soar, 
we your people, ours the journey now and ever, 
now and ever, now and ever more. 
 

Through the flood of starving people, waring factions and despair, 
who will lift the olive branches? Who will light the flame of care? 
God of rainbow, fiery pillar, leading where the eagles soar, 
we your people, ours the journey now and ever, 
now and ever, now and ever more. 
 

Should the threats of dire predictions cause us to withdraw in pain, 
may your blazing phoenix spirit resurrect the church again. 
God of rainbow, fiery pillar, leading where the eagles soar, 
we your people, ours the journey now and ever, 
now and ever, now and ever more. 

 
*SCRIPTURE LESSON                                                 1 Peter 1:3-9; John 20:19-31                                                   The Earl Family 

 
3 May the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ be blessed! On account of his vast mercy, he has given us new birth. 
You have been born anew into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 4 You have a pure 
and enduring inheritance that cannot perish—an inheritance that is presently kept safe in heaven for you. 5 Through his 
faithfulness, you are guarded by God’s power so that you can receive the salvation he is ready to reveal in the last time. 
6 You now rejoice in this hope, even if it’s necessary for you to be distressed for a short time by various trials. 7 This is 
necessary so that your faith may be found genuine. (Your faith is more valuable than gold, which will be destroyed even 
though it is itself tested by fire.) Your genuine faith will result in praise, glory, and honor for you when Jesus Christ is 
revealed. 8 Although you’ve never seen him, you love him. Even though you don’t see him now, you trust him and so 
rejoice with a glorious joy that is too much for words. 9 You are receiving the goal of your faith: your salvation. 
                                                                                                                                                              (1 Peter 1:3-9) 
 



19 It was still the first day of the week. That evening, while the disciples were behind closed doors because they were 
afraid of the Jewish authorities, Jesus came and stood among them. He said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, 
he showed them his hands and his side. When the disciples saw the Lord, they were filled with joy. 21 Jesus said to 
them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father sent me, so I am sending you.” 22 Then he breathed on them and said, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, they are forgiven; if you don’t forgive them, they aren’t forgiv-
en.”24 Thomas, the one called Didymus,[a] one of the Twelve, wasn’t with the disciples when Jesus came. 25 The other 
disciples told him, “We’ve seen the Lord!” But he replied, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands, put my finger in the 
wounds left by the nails, and put my hand into his side, I won’t believe.” 26 After eight days his disciples were again in 
a house and Thomas was with them. Even though the doors were locked, Jesus entered and stood among them. He 
said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here. Look at my hands. Put your hand into my 
side. No more disbelief. Believe!” 28 Thomas responded to Jesus, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus replied, “Do you be-
lieve because you see me? Happy are those who don’t see and yet believe.”30 Then Jesus did many other miraculous 
signs in his disciples’ presence, signs that aren’t recorded in this scroll. 31 But these things are written so that you will 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, God’s Son, and that believing, you will have life in his name.             (John 20:19-31) 

  

*SCRIPTURE RESPONSE 
 

One:     Inspired words for beloved people. 
All:        Lord, transform us through its hearing.  
 

SERMON                                                                   “Reach Out and Touch”                                                    Nathan 
  
OFFERING PRAYER                                       You can give using your smartphone!  

Text a dollar amount to 84321 and select St. Stephen’s. 
 

OFFERING                          Our Communion offering for the month of April will go to U.M. ARMY 
 

OFFERTORY                                                              I Believe                                                       Suzi  
                                                                                             (by Mark Miller)                                       Sung by Houston’s Virtual Choir 
 

*DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                                                                                 Suzi 
    Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below; Alleluia! Alleluia!  

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!                  

                                       

*INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP                                                                                                                   Nathan 

*CLOSING HYMN                                             Crown Him with Many Crowns                                                                       Suzi                   
  

Crown him with many crowns, the Lamb upon his throne, 
Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns all music but its own. 
Awake, my soul and sing of him who died for thee, 
and hail him as thy matchless King through all eternity. 
 

Crown him the Lord of life, who triumphed o’er the grave, 
and rose victorious in the strife for those he came to save. 
His glories now we sing, who died, and rose on high, 
who died, eternal life to bring, and lives that death may die. 
 

Crown him the Lord of peace, whose power a scepter sways 
from pole to pole, that wars may cease, and all be prayer and praise. 
Hi reign shall know no end, and round his pierced feet 
fair flowers of paradise extend their fragrance ever sweet. 
 

Crown him the Lord of love; behold his hands and side, 
those wounds, yet visible above, in beauty glorified. 
All hail, Redeemer, hail! For thou hast died for me; 
thy praise and glory shall not fail throughout eternity. 

 

*BENEDICTION                                   Nathan 
 
POSTLUDE                                                       “Hallelujah Chorus” from Messiah                             Sung by Houston’s Virtual Choir                                                                        
                                                                 (by G. F. Handel) 
  

  *Please stand in body or in spirit.  

     UMH=United Methodist Hymnal 



 

St. Stephen’s is a church with an exciting vision for loving God and our neighbors. If you want to learn more about our 
church, more about who Jesus is and why that matters, or just about anything else, Nathan would love to meet with you! 
Call or text him at 512.771.2741 to make an appointment.  

 

2003 W.43rd Street, Houston, TX, 77018 
(713) 686-8241 | stshtx.org

  
 

Text a dollar amount to 84321 and select St. Stephen’s, or go to stsumc.org/give.  


