


PROCLAMATION                                              
        One:            Christ is Risen! 
        All:               Christ is Risen indeed! 
 

PRELUDE                                        Beth McConnell, Christ Church UMC Sugarland, Organist 
 

WELCOME             Rev. Nathan Lonsdale Bledsoe 
 
         

*HYMN                                                                 Christ The Lord is Risen Today                                          Houston’s Virtual Choir 
                    and Melissa Burnham, Organist 
Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia! 
Earth and heaven in chorus say, Alleluia! 
Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia! 
Sing, ye heavens and earth reply, Alleluia! 
 

Love’s redeeming work is done, Alleluia! 
Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia! 
Death in vain forbids him rise, Alleluia! 
Christ has opened paradise, Alleluia! 
 

Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia! 
Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia! 
Once he died our souls to save, Alleluia! 
Where’s thy victory, boasting grave, Alleluia! 
 

Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia! 
Following our exalted head, Alleluia! 
Made like him, like him we rise, Alleluia! 
Ours the cross, the grave the skies, Alleluia!  

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                                                                                                The Cardner Family, 
                                                                               Brian, Elizabeth, Julianna and Paige 
         

 One:  God of creation, we give thanks for the symphony of hidden insects and creatures that wake up minutes 
  before sunrise to sing the wondrous beauty and balance in your universe.  Lessen our yearning for  
  technology and return us to a renewed appreciation of our role as respectful governors of the paradise you 
  have made. 

 All:  We praise you O God of creation! 
One: God of diversity, we give thanks for human nature and our need to find our Maker. Although we are 
  divided by faith traditions, economic situations and differing perspectives of reality, help us to see you in 
  every person. May we learn to be human and live out the compassionate nature of Jesus through all that 
  we do.  
All:  O Lord, hear our prayer! 
One: God of joy, we often do not understand where the source of joy lies, or how we can find fulfillment in the 
  midst of this pandemic. Yet, you have blessed us with a spark that lifts our spirits while anxiety and  
  uncertainty continues to cloud our future. We thank you for sharing our tears, our sweat, but especially 
  our smiles. May your smile never leave your peoples.  
All:  We rejoice in You! 
One: God of resurrection, we long to hear, “Do not be afraid, for the one you seek is no longer here. He is risen.” 
  We ask for faith in your promise of resurrection of body and spirit. Help us not to be afraid, but pass on 
  the message that the one we seek has risen indeed! We ask for your comforting embrace around those 
  facing illness and death. Give strength and courage to all who are faithfully serving. Teach us to appreciate 
  the gifts in the universe and give thanks unto you.  
All:  We give You thanks! 
One: Let us join together in saying the prayer you taught us to pray, each in your own way and language, saying: 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory forever. Amen 



CHILDREN’S MOMENT                         Steven Fisher 
 
*SCRIPTURE LESSON                                                          John 20:1-22                                 Christie Fisher and Rhonda Boehm 

 

20 Early in the morning of the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that 
the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2 She ran to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, 
and said, “They have taken the Lord from the tomb, and we don’t know where they’ve put him.” 3 Peter and the other 
disciple left to go to the tomb. 4 They were running together, but the other disciple ran faster than Peter and was the first to 
arrive at the tomb. 5 Bending down to take a look, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he didn’t go in. 6 Following him, 
Simon Peter entered the tomb and saw the linen cloths lying there. 7 He also saw the face cloth that had been on Jesus’ 
head. It wasn’t with the other clothes but was folded up in its own place. 8 Then the other disciple, the one who arrived at 
the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. 9 They didn’t yet understand the scripture that Jesus must rise from 
the dead. 10 Then the disciples returned to the place where they were staying. 11 Mary stood outside near the tomb, crying. As 
she cried, she bent down to look into the tomb. 12 She saw two angels dressed in white, seated where the body of Jesus had 
been, one at the head and one at the foot. 13 The angels asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” She replied, “They have 
taken away my Lord, and I don’t know where they’ve put him.” 14 As soon as she had said this, she turned around and saw 
Jesus standing there, but she didn’t know it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who are you 
looking for?” Thinking he was the gardener, she replied, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him 
and I will get him.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in Aramaic, “Rabbouni” (which means Teacher). 
17 Jesus said to her, “Don’t hold on to me, for I haven’t yet gone up to my Father. Go to my brothers and sisters and tell 
them, ‘I’m going up to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene left and announced to the 
disciples, “I’ve seen the Lord.” Then she told them what he said to her. 19 It was still the first day of the week. That evening, 
while the disciples were behind closed doors because they were afraid of the Jewish authorities, Jesus came and stood 
among them. He said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. When the disciples 
saw the Lord, they were filled with joy. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father sent me, so I am 
sending you.” 22 Then he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  
 
*SCRIPTURE RESPONSE 
 

One:     Inspired words for beloved people. 
All:        Lord, transform us through its hearing.  

 
SERMON                                                           “Good News in a Cramped Room”                                                     Nathan 
  
OFFERING PRAYER 
 

You can give using your smartphone!  
Text a dollar amount to 84321 and select St. Stephen’s. 

 
OFFERING 
  

Our Communion offering for the month of April will go to U.M. ARMY 
 

OFFERTORY                                                      “Hallelujah Chorus” from Messiah                             Suzi 
                                                                     (by George F. Handel)  

  

Houston’s Virtual Choir with 70+ participants from and under the direction of  
Organist - Beth Mcconnell - Christ Church UMC Sugarland 

 

Christ Church UMC Sugarland - Rev. Ra’Gene DeAndre Johnson 
First UMC Lufkin – Dr. Ernest Boamah 

First UMC Missouri City - Lahonda Sharp 
Kingwood UMC - Matt Robinson 

St. Stephen’s UMC - Rev. Suzi Byrd 
Strawbridge UMC - Rev. Lindsay Smith 

Westbury UMC - Rev. Bodie Gilbert 
Westminster UMC- Christopher Carter 

 
*DOXOLOGY             Suzi 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below;  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 



THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION                                                                                                                    Nathan 

 The Great Thanksgiving  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Sanctus 
Holy, holy, holy Lord; God of power and might.  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
 

Memorial Acclamation 
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
 

Great Amen 
                Amen.  

HYMN DURING COMMUNION                                    I Come with Joy                                 Suzi 
                                                                                 (Stanzas 1-4)  
 

I come with joy to meet my Lord, forgiven, loved and free, 
in awe and wonder to recall his life laid down for me,  
his life laid down for me. 
 
I come with Christians far and near to find, as all are fed. 
the new community of love in Christ’s communion bread, 
in Christ’s communion bread. 
 
As Christ breaks bread and bids us share, each proud division ends, 
The love that made us makes us one, and strangers now are friends, 
and strangers now are friends. 
 
And thus with joy we meet our Lord. His presence, always near, 
is in such friendship better known; we see and praise him here, 
we see and praise him here. 

 
*INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP                                                                                                                  Nathan 

*CLOSING HYMN                                                       Lift High the Cross                                                Houston’s Virtual Choir                              
                   (Stanzas 1 & 2)                                       and Melissa Burnham, Organist                           
 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 
till all the world adore his sacred name. 
Come, Christians, follow this triumphant sign. 
The hosts of God in unity combine. 
 
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 
till all the world adore his sacred name. 
Each newborn servant of the Crucified 
bears on the brow the seal of him who died. 
 
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 
till all the world adore his sacred name. 
O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 
as to the Crucified for victory! 



Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 
till all the world adore his sacred name. 
So shall our song of triumph ever be: 
Praise to the Crucified for victory! 

 

*BENEDICTION                                   Nathan 
 
POSTLUDE                             Beth McConnell 
 

  *Please stand in body or in spirit.  

     UMH=United Methodist Hymnal 

Rev. Nathan Lonsdale Bledsoe, Senior Pastor  · nathan@stsumc.org 
Rev. Suzi Byrd, Pastor of Music and Worship · suzi@stsumc.org 

Steven Fisher, Director of Family Ministries · steven@stsumc.org 



 

St. Stephen’s is a church with an exciting vision for loving God and our neighbors. If you want to learn more about our 
church, more about who Jesus is and why that matters, or just about anything else, Nathan would love to meet with you! 
Call or text him at 512.771.2741 to make an appointment.  

 

2003 W.43rd Street, Houston, TX, 77018 
(713) 686-8241 | stshtx.org

  
 

Text a dollar amount to 84321 and select St. Stephen’s, or go to stsumc.org/give.  


