


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
WELCOME            Rev. Nathan Lonsdale Bledsoe 
                                Senior Pastor 
PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 
PRELUDE                                                                    How Great Thou Art                         Dr. Andreea Muț
                                                                        (arranged by Fred Bock)                                                    Accompanist                      
                                                                                              
CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 42)                                                                                                                         David Massey           
 

One: Just like a deer that craves streams of water, 
 my whole being craves you, God. 
All: Why, I ask myself, are you so depressed? 
 Why are you so upset inside? 
 Hope in God! 
One: My whole being thirsts for God, for the living God. 
 When will I come and see God’s face? 
All: Why, I ask myself, are you so depressed? 
 Why are you so upset inside? 
 Hope in God! 
One: My tears have been my food both day and night, 

 as people constantly questioned me, “Where is your God now?” 
All: Why, I ask myself, are you so depressed? 
 Why are you so upset inside? 
 Hope in God! 
One: By day the Lord commands His faithful love; 
 by night His song is with me—a prayer to the God of my life. 
All: Why, I ask myself, are you so depressed?  
 Why are you so upset inside? 
 Hope in God! 

 
         

*HYMN                                                                Christ is Made the Sure Foundation                                                Rev. Suzi Byrd 
                                                                                                                                                               Pastor of Music and Worship 
 

Christ is made the sure foundation, Christ the head and cornerstone; 
chosen of the Lord and precious, binding all the church in one; 
holy Zion’s help forever, and her confidence alone. 
 
To this temple, where we call thee, come, O Lord of Hosts today! 
With thy faithful loving kindness hear thy people as they pray, 
and thy fullest benediction shed within its walls alway. 
 
Here vouchsafe to all thy servants what they ask of thee to gain;  
what they gain from thee forever with the blessed to retain, 
and hereafter in thy glory evermore with thee to reign. 
 
Laud and honor to the Father, laud and honor to the Son, 
laud and honor to the Spirit, ever three and ever one; 
one in might and one in glory, while unending ages run. 

 



*AFFIRMATION                                                    St. Stephen’s Affirmation of Faith                                                              David                 
 

We believe in God who claims us as beloved children  
whose love unites us when the world would divide us. 
We believe in Jesús Christ our living Savior and example  
whose love knows no bounds. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit who empowers and enables us to transform the world,  
who speaks through the stories of scripture to transform our own stories.  
We believe in the Church who is the body of Christ, 
and does not belong to us, whose work cannot be contained by a building. 
We worship God together proclaiming God’s love for us and our love for God and each other. 
We act in God’s name, knowing God is at work all around us, calling us to join in,  
claiming us all as beloved.    
    

*GLORIA PATRI                                                                                                                                                                                      Suzi 
 
PRAYER                                                    Nathan 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                    

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory forever. Amen 
 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT                         Steven Fisher 
              Director of Family Ministries 
 
*HYMN                  In Christ Alone                                                   Suzi 
                     (by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend) 
 

In Christ alone my hope is found. He is my light my strength my song 
This Cornerstone this solid Ground firm through the fiercest drought and storm 
What heights of love what depths of peace when fears are stilled when strivings cease 
My Comforter my All in All, here in the love of Christ I stand 
 

In Christ alone who took on flesh, fullness of God in helpless babe 
This gift of love and righteousness, scorned by the ones He came to save 
Till on that cross as Jesus died the love of God was magnified. 
For every sin on Him was laid here in the death of Christ I live 
 

There in the ground His body lay, Light of the world by darkness slain 
Then bursting forth in glorious Day, up from the grave He rose again 
And as He stands in victory, sin's curse has lost its grip on me 
For I am His and He is mine, bought with the precious blood of Christ 
 

No guilt in life no fear in death, this is the power of Christ in me 
From life's first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny 
No power of hell no scheme of man can ever pluck me from His hand 
Till He returns or calls me home, here in the power of Christ I'll stand 

 

*SCRIPTURE LESSON                                                        1 Peter 2:2-10                                                       Julia and Isabella Byrd                      
 

2Instead, like a newborn baby, desire the pure milk of the word. Nourished by it, you will grow into salvation, 3 since 
you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4 Now you are coming to him as to a living stone. Even though this stone was 
rejected by humans, from God’s perspective it is chosen, valuable. 5 You yourselves are being built like living stones into 
a spiritual temple. You are being made into a holy priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices that are acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ. 6 Thus it is written in scripture, Look! I am laying a cornerstone in Zion, chosen, valuable. The 
person who believes in him will never be shamed. 7 So God honors you who believe. For those who refuse to believe, 
though, the stone the builders tossed aside has become the capstone. 8 This is a stone that makes people stumble and a 
rock that makes them fall. Because they refuse to believe in the word, they stumble. Indeed, this is the end to which they 
were appointed. 9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people who are God’s own possession. 
You have become this people so that you may speak of the wonderful acts of the one who called you out of darkness into 
his amazing light. 10 Once you weren’t a people, but now you are God’s people. Once you hadn’t received mercy, but 
now you have received mercy. 



*SCRIPTURE RESPONSE 
 

One:     Inspired words for beloved people. 
All:        Lord, transform us through its hearing.  
 

SERMON                                                                           “Living Stones”                                                    Nathan 
  
OFFERING PRAYER                                       You can give using your smartphone!  

Text a dollar amount to 84321 and select St. Stephen’s. 
 

OFFERING                  Our Communion offering for the month of May will go to Wesley Community Center. 
 

OFFERTORY                                                    The Majesty and Glory of Your Name                                              Suzi  
                                                                                                  (by Tom Fettke)                                    Sung by Houston’s Virtual Choir 
                                                                                                                                                                                         
 

*DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                                                                                 Suzi 
 

    Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below; Alleluia! Alleluia!  
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!                  
                                       
*INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP                                                                                                                   Nathan 

*CLOSING HYMN                                         Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth                                                                     Suzi  
                                                              (based on the writings of Julian of Norwich) 
                    

Mothering God, you gave me birth in the bright morning of this world. 
Creator, source of every breath, you are my rain, my wind, my sun. 
 

Mothering Christ, you took my form, offering me your food of light, 
grain of life and grape of love, your very body for my peace. 
 

Mothering Spirit, nurt’ring one, in arms of patience hold me close, 
so that in faith I root and grow until I flow’r, until I know. 

 

*BENEDICTION                                    Nathan 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                     Lascio ch’i pianga                                                                            Andreea 
                                                                 (by G. F. Handel) 
 

                                                                        *Please stand in body or in spirit.  

  
 



 

St. Stephen’s is a church with an exciting vision for loving God and our neighbors. If you want to learn more about our 
church, more about who Jesus is and why that matters, or just about anything else, Nathan would love to meet with you! 
Call or text him at 512.771.2741 to make an appointment.  

 

2003 W.43rd Street, Houston, TX, 77018 
(713) 686-8241 | stshtx.org

  
 

Text a dollar amount to 84321 and select St. Stephen’s, or go to 
stshtx.org/give.  


