


 
 
 
 
 
WELCOME            Rev. Nathan Lonsdale Bledsoe 
                                Senior Pastor 
PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 
PRELUDE                                                                     Amazing Grace                                                          Dr. Andreea Muț
                                                                                                     Accompanist   
                    
CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 104)                                                                                                                               Julia Byrd 
                                                                                                          

One: Let my whole being bless the Lord! 
All: Lord my God, how fantastic you are! You are clothed in glory and grandeur! 
One: You wear light like a robe; you open the skies like a curtain.  
All: Lord my God, how fantastic you are! You are clothed in glory and grandeur! 
One: You build your lofty house on the waters, you make the clouds your chariot, 
 going around on the wings of the wind.  
All: Lord my God, how fantastic you are! You are clothed in glory and grandeur! 
One: You make the winds your messengers; you make fire and flame your ministers. 
All: Lord my God, how fantastic you are! You are clothed in glory and grandeur! 
One: You established the earth on its foundations so that it will never, ever fall.  
All: Lord my God, how fantastic you are! You are clothed in glory and grandeur! 
 Let my whole being bless the Lord! 

         
*HYMN                                                                         Lift Every Voice and Sing                                                           Rev. Suzi Byrd 
                                                                                                                                              Pastor of Music and Worship 
 

Lift every voice and sing, till earth and heaven ring, 
ring with the harmonies of liberty; 
let our rejoicing rise high as the listening skies, 
let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us; 
sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us; 
facing the rising sun of our new day begun, 
let us march on till victory is won. 
 

 Stony the road we trod, bitter the chastening rod, 
felt in the days when hope unborn had died; 
yet with a steady beat, have not our weary feet 
come to the place for which our fathers sighed? 
We have come over a way that with tears has been watered; 
we have come, treading our path thru the blood of the slaughtered, 
out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last 
where the white gleam of our bright star is cast. 
 

 God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
thou who hast brought us thus far on the way; 
thou who hast by thy might led us into the light, 
keep us forever in the path, we pray. 
Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met thee; 
lest our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget thee; 
shadowed beneath thy hand, may we forever stand, 
true to our God, true to our native land. 

 



*AFFIRMATION                                                 St. Stephen’s Affirmation of Faith                                                                   Julia                       
                       

We believe in God who claims us as beloved children  
whose love unites us when the world would divide us. 
We believe in Jesús Christ our living Savior and example  
whose love knows no bounds. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit who empowers and enables us to transform the world,  
who speaks through the stories of scripture to transform our own stories.  
We believe in the Church who is the body of Christ, 
and does not belong to us, whose work cannot be contained by a building. 
We worship God together proclaiming God’s love for us and our love for God and each other. 
We act in God’s name, knowing God is at work all around us, calling us to join in, claiming us all as beloved.    
    

*GLORIA PATRI                                                                                                                                                                                      Suzi 
 
PRAYER                                                    Nathan 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                    

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory forever. Amen 
 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT                         Steven Fisher 
              Director of Family Ministries 
 
*HYMN                                Creation Sings                                                                                Suzi 
 

Creation sings! And we are in the music,  
the movement of God’s energy and art, 
a liturgy that links our life to angels, 
a litany that rises from the heart. 
The Spirit sings! Through love and lamentation, 
from Pentecost to joy of Easter Day 
the universe is resonant with music,  
the smallest creature dances to its play. 
 
Creation groans at our discordant clashing: 
the Spirit comes with music as our friend 
to bring the harmony of peace and beauty, 
to teach the textures of the way to blend. 
O God, you draw the melody from silence, 
you make of us the instruments of song! 
We offer thanks in worship and in wonder 
that such a gift to human souls belong. 

 
*SCRIPTURE READING                                                        Acts 2:1-12                                                                        A Multitude 

 
When Pentecost Day arrived, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound from heaven like the howling of a 
fierce wind filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be individual flames of fire 
alighting on each one of them. 4 They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages as the 
Spirit enabled them to speak. 5 There were pious Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6 When they 
heard this sound, a crowd gathered. They were mystified because everyone heard them speaking in their native 
languages. 7 They were surprised and amazed, saying, “Look, aren’t all the people who are speaking Galileans, every one 
of them? 8 How then can each of us hear them speaking in our native language? 9 Parthians, Medes, and Elamites; as 
well as residents of Mesopotamia, Judea, and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the 
regions of Libya bordering Cyrene; and visitors from Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism), 11 Cretans and Arabs—
we hear them declaring the mighty works of God in our own languages!” 12 They were all surprised and bewildered. 
Some asked each other, “What does this mean?” 
 



*SCRIPTURE RESPONSE 
 

One:     Inspired words for beloved people. 
All:        Lord, transform us through its hearing.  
 

SERMON                                                          “The Power of Communication”                                                    Nathan 
  
OFFERING PRAYER                                       You can give using your smartphone!  

Text a dollar amount to 84321 and select St. Stephen’s. 
 

OFFERING                  Our Communion offering for the month of May will go to Wesley Community Center. 
 

OFFERTORY                                                                   Joyful, Joyful                                              Suzi  
                                                                                                (by Dan Goeller)                                     Sung by Houston’s Virtual Choir 
                                                                                                                                                                          
*DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                                                                                 Suzi 
 

    Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below; Alleluia! Alleluia!  
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!   

                
*INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP                                                                                                                   Nathan 

*CLOSING HYMN                                                  O Spirit of the Living God                                                                            Suzi  
 

O Spirit of the living God, thou light and fire divine, 
descend upon thy church once more, and make it truly thine. 
Fill it with love and joy and power, with righteousness and peace; 
till Christ shall dwell in human hearts, and sin and sorrow cease. 
 
Blow, wind of God! With wisdom blow until our minds are free 
from mists of error, clouds of doubt, which blind our eyes to thee. 
Burn, winged fire! Inspire our lips with flaming love and zeal, 
to preach to all thy great good news, God’s glorious commonweal. 
 
Teach us to utter living words of truth which all may hear, 
the language all may understand when love speaks loud and clear; 
till every age and race and clime shall blend their creeds in one, 
and earth shall form one family by whom thy will is done. 
 
So shall we know the power of Christ who came this world to save; 
so shall we rise with him to life which soars beyond the grave; 
and earth shall win true holiness, which makes thy children whole; 
till, perfected by thee, we reach creation’s glorious goal!  

 

*BENEDICTION                                    Nathan 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                    How Majestic Is Your Name                                                Andreea 
                                                                                         (by Michael W. Smith) 
                                                                                                                                             

                                                                        
 

  *Please stand in body or in spirit.  

  
 



 

St. Stephen’s is a church with an exciting vision for loving God and our neighbors. If you want to learn more about our 
church, more about who Jesus is and why that matters, or just about anything else, Nathan would love to meet with you! 
Call or text him at 512.771.2741 to make an appointment.  

 

2003 W.43rd Street, Houston, TX, 77018 
(713) 686-8241 | stshtx.org

  
 

Text a dollar amount to 84321 and select St. Stephen’s, or go to stshtx.org/give.  


