
 



 

I know many of us are missing our worship and other large gatherings, I certainly am! I've received questions from several people about 
our plans for large gatherings and worship at St. Stephen's, and please know that myself and the Board are monitoring the situation 
closely. As of now, in consultation with our bishop, leaders at Methodist Hospital, and in-line with recommendations from state and 
local officials, St. Stephen's will remain closed for in-person worship through the month of May. As our pastor, I joined our bishop and 
well over 100 other leaders from Methodist, Baptist, Presbyterian, Lutheran, and other denominations in signing a letter to this effect. 
The full text of the letter follows.  

 

Statement of Churches in the Greater Houston Area Concerning the Pace of Resuming In-Person Worship 
 

The pastors and leaders of the undersigned churches and Christian groups continue to pray for an end to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
We are lifting up all those who are grieving, those who are sick, the front-line first responders, healthcare workers and others who 
are putting themselves at risk for the welfare of our communities. 
 

Our congregations and organizations are working hard to find creative ways of ministering to our people and serving our 
communities. We are mobilizing our people to make masks to share with those who need them. We continue to reach out to our 
neighbors to meet their physical needs. 
 

We appreciate Governor Abbott’s recognition of religious liberty, and that churches provide “essential services.” We also agree with 
our governmental leaders that the resumption of in-person gatherings for worship, study and fellowship needs to be intentionally 
slow and deliberately guided by medical expertise so that we do no harm as Christian communities. 
 

We believe that in-person gatherings for worship that are larger than 50 persons should not take place in April or May. We will not 
have in-person worship but will continue offering worship online. In making this decision, we have the unanimous support of the 
leaders of the Texas Medical Center who strongly recommend these actions for all the faith communities of Greater Houston. We 
can see clearly at this time that resumption of larger group gatherings should not happen in the next six weeks. Deciding when to 
resume in-person worship for larger gatherings should be evaluated as new information about the rate of new cases and the 
availability of testing is available. 
 

As pastors and leaders we have all expressed a need for better insight and more guidance as we determine next steps. Over the next 
few weeks we intend to share information and best practices with one another so that we can be faithful to our calling in Christ, 
guided by expert medical counsel and respectful to our government officials. 
 

Denominational Organizations 
Bishop Andy Doyle, Episcopal Diocese of Texas 
Rev. Josh Ellis, PhD, Executive Director, Union Baptist Association 
Rev. Lynn R. Hargrove, General Presbyter + Stated Clerk for Administrative Process, Presbytery of New Covenant, PC(USA) 
Bishop Scott J. Jones, Texas Annual Conference, The United Methodist Church 
 

Furlough Kitchen Houston 

If you worshipped with us on April 26 or May 3, you heard me talk about the Furlough Kitchen, an 
exciting ministry St. Stephen’s has started during the pandemic. It’s called Furlough Kitchen, and you can 
learn more about it at www.furloughkitchenhouston.org.  
 

With the help of a friend of mine who is a caterer, Christian and Alex Catalan, our church members who 
run the catering company Morsels and Crumbs, some church members, some JMS parents, and a ton of 
community support, we’ve established a ministry that does contact-free pickup for 100 restaurant-quality 
hot meals each Tuesday and Thursday evening. Families in need sign up online to receive a meal, and are 
able to leave a comment for us. 
 

In the comments are countless “thank you” and “you are a blessing” comments, as well as stories about 
people who have lost their jobs, people who are disabled, people who are really hurting and grateful for 
some help. And the support for the ministry is so inspiring! In one week of fundraising we’ve already 
raised $7,000 and are starting to think about how we can expand the ministry.  
 

If you’d like to help with Furlough Kitchen, send Nathan an email at Nathan@stshtx.org. To make a 
financial donation, you can give through the church’s giving page, at furloughkitchenhouston.org, or by 
putting “Furlough Kitchen” in the “for” line on a check. Thanks for being the church in strange times! Be 
sure and share about this ministry with anyone you know who could use a great meal!  

 

Paz, Nathan 
 
 
 
 

https://slack-redir.net/link?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.furloughkitchenhouston.org
https://slack-redir.net/link?url=http%3A%2F%2Ffurloughkitchenhouston.org


 

VBS - In case you missed the emails and social media posts, we have postponed our Vacation Bible School until July 27-31. This decision 
wasn’t easy to make, but we opted to change the date the give the best possible chance of our VBS being able to go ahead at all. Even 
with a later date we still have challenges including new cleaning protocols and volunteer staffing. If you are able to volunteer now on the 
new dates, you can do so at www.stshtx.org Should our later date not work, Cokesbury is working on a virtual VBS option that we will 
look at if needed. If none of these options work for you and you need to cancel any registrations, please email our Family Ministries 
Director, Steven Fisher at steven@stsumc.org. Whatever happens, we love the children who come to our VBS and we’re excited to see 
their journey as Knights of North Castle.  
 

Lakeview - Lakeview summer camp has cancelled their entire program for the summer. This was a very hard decision for them and they 
had planned much of what was supposed to happen next month. If you have children registered to camp, the Lakeview registrar will be 
reaching out soon to discuss refunding or reallocation options.  
 

UM ARMY - UM ARMY is unable to operate under its usual model, at least for the first two months of summer. Our camp scheduled to 
go to Freeport, Texas on July 5th, will now not be taking place. UM ARMY have provided a couple of alternative options that we are 
looking into. In short, they are: UM ARMY at Home Registered youth can work on projects at home. They will still have access to UM 
ARMY support and materials. UM ARMY Local Local churches will find projects in their communities to work on. Teams of youth from 
those churches can work together but will not stay together in a camp setting and instead will go home each evening. Youth will get the 
UM ARMY materials and will be able to take part in online evening programming. 
 

Online Sunday School - Make sure to check out our weekly children’s Sunday school lessons found at www.stshtx.org/children. We’re 
uploading a weekly video and downloadable family discussion questions and activities. We even have a weekly children’s poem from 
church poet, Gladys Reeve. 
 

QuarantUMYF - Our at home UMYF happens each Thursday from 3:30-5:00 pm. At our gatherings, we check in on how everyone is 
doing, and play online games together. Our meetings in May are happening on May 7th, and May 21st. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Johnson Memorial School Creates Fun for Kids in the Neighborhood! - Shortly after the beginning of our area’s Stay-At-Home 
order, the Johnson Memorial School at St. Stephen’s created a chalk obstacle course in the church’s Educational Building parking lot for 
the enjoyment of children in the Oak Forest/Garden Oaks neighborhood. Caroline Croker, whose family designed and did most of the 
work, wrote an article about the course that was published in the April 25 edition of The Leader newspaper. Caroline is the daughter of 
JMS Director, Candice Croker. Here is the link to the article:  
https://theleadernews.com/goof-kids-get-kick-out-of-chalk-obstacle-course/ 

Senior Shoutout  
 

Congratulations to our 
graduating high school seniors 

Alec Eads and Julia Byrd. 
We’ll be acknowledging their 

achievements later this 
month. Please include them, 
and all of the class of 2020 in 

your prayers during this 
uncertain time.  

THE EVANGEL Vol. 25 Issue 5, May 1, 2020 (USPS 019-947) is 
published monthly free of charge to subscribers by St. Stephen’s 
United Methodist Church, 2003 West 43rd St., Houston, TX 
77018-3009.  Periodicals postage paid at Houston, TX.  POST-
MASTER:  Send address changes to St. Stephen’s United Method-
ist Church, 2003 West 43rd St., Houston, TX 77018-3009. 

Please submit dates, pictures and information for the  
June 2020 Evangel by May 25 to info@stsumc.org.  

Cover Photo: JMS created an obstacle course in St. Stephen’s 
Educational Building parking lot for children in the 

neighborhood. Read more about it on page 3. 
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Financial Gifts 
 

God is doing great things in and through St. Stephens, and we continue to seek new ways of being the church. The COVID situation has 
made many of our normal ways of making financial offerings unfeasible. If you are able to make a one-time gift or set up a recurring gift, 
it will be put to good use. To set up online giving, visit stshtx.org and click on “give.” Our giving provider, Planning Center, uses Stripe 
to process all financial transactions, and Stripe maintains the highest standards of privacy and security with financial info. If you do not 
do online giving, you are welcome to mail checks to the church; even though the offices are closed we are still monitoring the mail. 
Thank you for supporting what God is doing through our church!  
 

Daily Devotionals 
 

If you are not receiving our daily email devotionals and would like to receive them, you can sign up at bit.ly/stsdevo. Please feel free to 
invite your friends to sign up, too. 

 

Be a Reader in Worship 

Each Sunday while we are worshipping away from the sanctuary, we will have two roles available to be filled by our congregation: 
Liturgy and Affirmation of Faith Reader, and Scripture Reader. If you would like to be a liturgist or a scripture reader for us in the weeks 
to come, you are invited to sign up at stshtx.org/events. Before you register, please read all of the details on the sign-up as there are a 
handful of requirements. 

 

Music Fellowship 

St. Stephen’s Music Fellowship meets on Zoom Wednesdays at 7:30pm. Join us! Visit https://stshtx.org/2020/03/instructions-on-zoom/  
for instructions on using Zoom. Choir membership is not required! 
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When I first joined St. Stephen’s I wrote about why we sing and why we sing hymns. This all seems so long ago and even I barely 
remember it. However, singing is healing and life-giving. I know you are telling me that is only true for people who love to sing but hear 
me out before you shut down. Going back to the beginning when the breath of God was hovering over the water, when there was only 
chaos or in Hebrew – Tohuvabohu. God’s song (which is phonated breath) was hovering over the water in the chaos and God began to 
create order. Is our life not chaos? Do we feel sad, angry, helpless, powerless? What if we took the God approach and sang? All of us! No 
matter how we think about our singing. We already know (it is scientifically proven) that singing lowers blood pressure and heartbeat 
and that our breath flows freely – in and out- in and out. Why not give it a try? Why not order our chaos the way God does? Every week 
I sing into the camera and imagine God whispering in your ear:” Come on! Give it a try! Only I can hear you and you can trust me.” We 
live in a chaotic world and our song/praise to God will heal us, revive us, and fill us with joy.  Give it a try and discover what millions of 
singers already know – singing is a necessity for our physical and spiritual well-being. And, with singing I mean “Make a joyful noise”.  
 
Gottes Segen, 
Pastor Suzi  

Dorothy Artz, Anita Bishop & daughters, Jeanie & Janya; Rhonda Boehm, Sandra & Ray Bonnin, Debbie Bradley, Annie Brew, Tom 
Burton, Dawn Butterwick, Arlene Caler, Jess Chambers, B.C. Chavarria, Doug Cherry, Gloria Collins, Janet Cummins, Allen Ebelt, Kayla 
Ebelt, Walter Ebelt,  Kathleen Heath, Charm Hensley, Leif Hoijer, Stephanie Holmes & family, Diane Johnson, Gloria Lastovica, Penny 
Loy,  Wayne Meyenberg, Danny Niederhofer, Dian Parker, Mary Peek, Liz Powers & family, Rogers & Jane Roberts, Barbara Smith, Terry 
Sullivan, Preston Taylor, Jan Weeks, David & Carolyn Williamson, Todd Wilson, the Zanelli family, Shara Zatopek  
 

Social Justice Prayers: Members of the CITGO6: Tomeu Vadell, Gustavo Cardenas, Jorge Toledo, Alirio Zambrano, Jose Luis Zambrano, 
Jose Angel Pereira; and all who are imprisoned or persecuted unjustly 
 

     Allen Clutter, Keanna Piercefield      

Paul Wieting—Methodist Willowbrook 

We believe that prayer works, and we seek to be a congregation that prays regularly. To help us to direct our prayers, we will 
be updating our prayer list weekly. To be added to the prayer list, please visit https://stshtx.org/prayer/ Please let us know 
when and how God answers. 

 

Current Worship Series 
    (through May 26) 

https://stshtx.org/prayer/


 
Johnson Memorial School had its last day of the school year, unbeknownst to them, on Thursday, March 12. After taking extra health 
and safety precautions, the school hosted its favorite annual Chuckwagon Luncheon where each class prepares a portion of the meal to 
share with the school and special guests. Mrs. Paulk led the students in our beloved rodeo and Texas songs, and Cowboy Pat (Gavin) 
also shared his special cowboy knowledge. Ginger and Kelly Garwood always loan out their gorgeous leather saddle for decor and 
pictures, which will now be cherished even more now that our school year wrapped up. The preschool follows HISD closures and 
followed Governor Abbott’s guidelines to remain closed for the remainder of the school year. A few days prior, the students celebrated 
Dr. Seuss’ birthday by having dress-up days based on their favorite Seuss book. This early-March event also coincided with Read Across 
America Day so many classes were also blessed by “Mystery Readers” (JMS parents). 
 

e-Learning with three and four year olds - not an easy feat! However, JMS classroom teachers, our Music Teacher and even our Helping 
Teachers are reaching out to students daily through recorded videos of themselves conducting lessons, reading stories, singing, sharing 
lessons plans for activities to do at home, and participating in birthday parades. It has been a steep learning curve for all of us to adjust 
our teaching 180% from how it has traditionally been done but these tough times have brought out some major creativity. We are so 
proud of our staff for continuing what we do best for our students: encouraging their love of learning! We know this is an especially 
emotional time for everyone so reminding our students that we are thinking about them, showing our smiles to them through video, 
and keeping their families confident about preparedness for next school year has been a priority. We are extremely grateful for Steven, 
Pastor Nathan and Pastor Suzi’s support as they have also shared encouraging messages with our JMS families since our school year 
came to an abrupt end. 
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