


 
 
WELCOME                                                              Rev. Nathan Lonsdale Bledsoe, Senior Pastor 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 
PRELUDE                                                                      Millennium Prelude                                    Dr. Andreea Muț, Accompanist  
                                                                     (by Kevin Mayhew) 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 8)                                                                     Steven Fisher, Director of Family Ministries                           
                                                                                                          

One: Lord, O Lord, how majestic is your name throughout the earth. 
All: Lord, O Lord, how majestic is your name throughout the earth.  
One: You made your glory higher than heaven! 
All: Lord, O Lord, how majestic is your name throughout the earth. 
One: From the mouths of nursing babies you have laid a strong foundation because of your foes, 
 in order to stop vengeful enemies.  
All: Lord, O Lord, how majestic is your name throughout the earth. 
One: When I look up at your skies, at what your fingers made,  
 the moon and the stars that you set firmly in place,  
 what are human beings that you think about them; 
All: Lord, O Lord, how majestic is your name throughout the earth. 
One: You have made them only slightly less than divine, crowning them with glory and grandeur. 
All: Lord, O Lord, how majestic is your name throughout the earth. 

         
*HYMN                                                                           Be Thou My Vision    Rev. Suzi Byrd, Pastor of Music and Worship  
                                                                                                                                                       Led by the Houston Virtual Choir  
                     

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
naught be all else to me, save that thou art. 
Thou my best thought, by day or by night, 
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 

 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; 
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord; 
thou and thou only, first in my heart, 
great God of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
 

 Great God of heaven, my victory won, 
may I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s Sun! 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
still be my vision, O Ruler of all.  

 
*AFFIRMATION                                                  St. Stephen’s Affirmation of Faith                                                             Steven  
 

We believe in God who claims us as beloved children  
whose love unites us when the world would divide us. 
We believe in Jesús Christ our living Savior and example whose love knows no bounds. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit who empowers and enables us to transform the world, who speaks through the 
stories of scripture to transform our own stories.  
We believe in the Church who is the body of Christ, and does not belong to us, 
whose work cannot be contained by a building. 
We worship God together proclaiming God’s love for us and our love for God and each other. 
We act in God’s name, knowing God is at work all around us, calling us to join in,  
claiming us all as beloved.                           

 
*GLORIA PATRI (UMH 70)                                              Suzi 



CHILDREN’S MOMENT                                                                                                                               Steven  
 
PRAYER                                          Nathan 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                    

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory forever. Amen 
 

*SCRIPTURE READING                                     Genesis 16:1-16; Galatians 4:18-26                                        Martha Hall, Reader              
 

                                  Genesis 16:1-16 
 

Sarai, Abram’s wife, had not been able to have children. Since she had an Egyptian servant named Hagar, 2 Sarai said to 
Abram, “The Lord has kept me from giving birth, so go to my servant. Maybe she will provide me with children.” Abram 
did just as Sarai said. 3 After Abram had lived ten years in the land of Canaan, Abram’s wife Sarai took her Egyptian 
servant Hagar and gave her to her husband Abram as his wife. 4 He slept with Hagar, and she became pregnant. But 
when she realized that she was pregnant, she no longer respected her mistress. 5 Sarai said to Abram, “This harassment 
is your fault. I allowed you to embrace my servant, but when she realized she was pregnant, I lost her respect. Let the 
Lord decide who is right, you or me.” 6 Abram said to Sarai, “Since she’s your servant, do whatever you wish to her.” So 
Sarai treated her harshly, and she ran away from Sarai. 7 The Lord’s messenger found Hagar at a spring in the desert, 
the spring on the road to Shur, 8 and said, “Hagar! Sarai’s servant! Where did you come from and where are you going?” 
She said, “From Sarai my mistress. I’m running away.” 9 The Lord’s messenger said to her, “Go back to your mistress. 
Put up with her harsh treatment of you.” 10 The Lord’s messenger also said to her, “I will give you many children, so 
many they can’t be counted!” 11 The Lord’s messenger said to her, “You are now pregnant and will give birth to a son. 
You will name him Ishmael because the Lord has heard about your harsh treatment. 12 He will be a wild mule of a man; 
he will fight everyone, and they will fight him. He will live at odds with all his relatives.” 13 Hagar named the Lord who 
spoke to her, “You are El Roi”[c] because she said, “Can I still see after he saw me?” 14 Therefore, that well is called Beer-
lahai-roi; it’s the well between Kadesh and Bered. 15 Hagar gave birth to a son for Abram, and Abram named him 
Ishmael. 16 Abram was 86 years old when Hagar gave birth to Ishmael for Abram. 

 
                                                                                     Galatians 4:18-26 
 

18 However, it’s always good to have people concerned about you with good intentions, and not just when I’m there 
with you. 19 My little children, I’m going through labor pains again until Christ is formed in you. 20 But I wish I could 
be with you now and change how I sound, because I’m at a loss about you.  21 Tell me—those of you who want to be 
under the Law—don’t you listen to the Law? 22 It’s written that Abraham had two sons, one by the slave woman and 
one by the free woman. 23 The son by the slave woman was conceived the normal way, but the son by the free woman 
was conceived through a promise. 24 These things are an allegory: the women are two covenants. One is from Mount 
Sinai, which gives birth to slave children; this is Hagar. 25 Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia, and she corresponds to the 
present-day Jerusalem, because the city is in slavery with her children. 26 But the Jerusalem that is above is free, and 
she is our mother.  

 
*SCRIPTURE RESPONSE  
 

One:     Inspired words for beloved people. 
All:        Lord, transform us through its hearing.  
 

SERMON                                                                  “Shalom: Galatians 4”                                                                             Nathan 
                                                                                                                                           
OFFERING PRAYER AND INVITATION                                          Nathan 
 

You can give using your smartphone! Text a dollar amount to 84321 and select St. Stephen’s.  
Our Communion offering for August will go to Stevens Elementary School. 

 

Those wishing to commit their lives to Christ are invited to contact Pastor Nathan at 512-771-2741. 
  

OFFERTORY                                                 The Majesty and Glory of Your Name                                                                   Suzi 
                                                                                           (by Tom Fettke)                                 Sung by the Houston Virtual Choir  



ANNOUNCEMENTS AND *BENEDICTION                                                                                                                         Nathan 

*CLOSING HYMN                                                                 Loving Spirit                                                                                        Suzi 

Loving Spirit, loving Spirit,  
you have chosen me to be 
you have drawn me to your wonder,  
you have set your sign on me. 
 
Like a mother you enfold me,  
hold my life within your own, 
feed me with your very body,  
form me of your flesh and bone. 
 
Like a father you protect me,  
teach me the discerning eye, 
hoist me up upon you shoulder, 
let me see the world from high. 
 
Friend and lover, in your closeness 
I am known and held and blessed: 
In your promise is my comfort, 
in your presence I may rest. 

                                                                                                                                                                    

*Please stand in body or in spirit.  



 

St. Stephen’s is a church with an exciting vision for loving God and our neighbors. If you want to learn more about our 
church, more about who Jesus is and why that matters, or just about anything else, Nathan would love to meet with you! 
Call or text him at 512.771.2741 to make an appointment.  

 

2003 W.43rd Street, Houston, TX, 77018 
(713) 686-8241 | stshtx.org

  
 

Text a dollar amount to 84321 and select St. Stephen’s, or go to stshtx.org/give.  

Book Study:  
White Fragility by 
Dr. Robin Diangelo 
6-week study 
 
 
 

New hard copy study begins soon. 
Register at stsumc.churchcenter.com 


