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Friends,  
 
In the last week of August, Pastor Suzi began a year of Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE), a full-time program where she'll be working at 
Memorial Hermann hospital in the chaplaincy department. 
 

To help ensure we maintain excellence in worship and ministry as a church, we have brought on Rev. Heather Velez to help with the 
coordinating of the worship life of our church. Pastor Suzi will continue to lead the choir (currently through Houston's Virtual 
Choir), and be the primary song leader, and Pastor Heather will coordinate all other aspects of worship, assist with other pastoral duties, 
and lend her immense gifts and passions to our church in many different ways!  
 

It is also important to note in these times that not only this staffing plan provides us with a fabulously talented and hardworking team, it 
also represents a significant financial savings to the church.  
 

I hope you'll take the time to read her wonderful letter below and join us in welcoming Pastor Heather!   
 
Paz, 

Nathan 
 
 
 
 
 
Hello St. Stephens UMC!  

My name is Rev. Heather Velez and I am very glad to be joining the St. Stephens staff. 
I was commissioned as a Deacon in 2013 in the same class as Pastor Nathan. I served at 
Pattison UMC as the Associate Pastor until February 2020 when the church had to 
close the position. I have a Bachelors Degree in Music with a concentration in 
Education, am a Texas Certified Teacher in Music All-Level, and am Certified by The 
United Methodist Church in Church Music.  
 

I have served at two churches since commissioning and both have been centered 
around work with children and the local communities. My first church love was in 
worship and music and I am very excited to be coming back to my roots in worship 
planning and coordinating. I love to see how the Holy Spirit weaves all the pieces of 
worship together to make something truly wonderful. 
 

My husband Mike and I have been married for 26 years and have two daughters. 
Kaitlyn is 20 and just started her junior year at Sam Houston State University as a 
Computer Animation Major. Nicole is 19 and is about to begin her sophomore year at 
Colorado State University studying Wildlife Biology.  
 

I am looking forward to getting to know each of you as fast as I can in this pandemic time. Please feel free to reach out and say hello and 
be sure to let me know that you would like to be part of our worship services. I cannot say where our journey will take us right now, but I 
can say without a doubt that I am glad to be walking beside all of St. Stephens family and know that God is still in charge!  
 
Blessings to you all, 

Pastor Heather 
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Blessing of the Backpacks 
 
We'll be Blessing Backpacks, and workbags on Sunday, August 30th during the 
online 11 AM service. The deadline to register and receive a backpack tag is the end 
of the day on August 28th. Even if you miss the tag registration, you can still get 
your bag blessed and it's not just for students. Teachers, administrators, school 
support staff, and more can have their bags blessed too. This coming school year will 
be unlike any in recent memory. At St. Stephen's we believe prayer is powerful and 
we would love to pray over you and those you love as we all navigate the 20/21 
school year together. To register for a tag, visit www.stshtx.org/events 
 
Third Grade Bibles 
 
On September 13th, we will have our annual presentation of Bibles to our third graders. If you have a third-grader or know of one who 
would want a Bible, you can have them sign up at www.stshtx.org/events. You don't have to be a member of St. Stephen's to receive a 
Bible and they are given at no cost to the children. Additionally, if you have a child older than the third grade who did not receive a Bible 
and who wants one, feel free to register them too. This year as we'll be worshipping online, I (Steven) will be delivering the Bibles to you. 
When registering please include the address you want them delivered to, and how you want them delivered. During the service on the 
13th, we will have a moment acknowledging our recipients and will include their pictures with their Bibles. Because we have to deliver 
and make preparations for worship, we ask that you register any children before Thursday, September 10th.  
 
Lakeview 2021 
 
It's always nice to look forward to something! If you are an early planner (like me), 
and you have a child who will be entering the 3rd grade up to a graduating high 
school senior next summer, then you can mark down June 13th - 18th for our trip to 
Lakeview Summer Camp.  
 

Steven Fisher 

 

The work of the church goes on during this global pandemic. We have a page on our website that has 
information on ways to connect with us, as well as links to media stories about St. Stephen’s COVID-19 
ministries. Visit stshtx.org/coronavirus to find instructions on how to connect for worship and Bible 
studies, resources for children and families, how to support COVID-19 ministries and more! 

 

Starting Wednesday, September 2, from 4-7 p.m. we will be opening the sanctuary for come-and-go silent prayer weekly in the evenings. 
We are working hard to ensure that everyone who chooses to participate will be able to pray in a space they love and also feel safe. 
Masks will be required of all participants, restroom facilities will remain closed, and numbers will be limited to ensure safe social 
distancing. Be on the lookout for an email with specific details about this opportunity to connect with God in a beloved sacred space. If 
you want to help with this ministry, or for more information, please contact Dan Barcus at dbarcus1@comcast.net or Donna Ebelt-
Wilson at dlewilson@gmail.com.  
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MANNA Update 
 

MANNA (Ministry Assistance of the Near Northwest Alliance) has decided to permanently close its resale store at the White Oak Bayou 
Village Shopping Center. The store has been closed to protect the health safety of its volunteers since the city of Houston’s shutdown in 
March of this year. Due to the lack of proceeds from sales at the store during the pandemic, a decision was made not to renew the lease 
on the building. It is MANNA’s hope that the store will eventually be able to open again at another location.  
 

Both of MANNA’S food pantry locations, at 5706 West Little York and at St. James Lutheran Church, 1602 West 43rd Street, will remain 
open, and will receive all of MANNA’S available resources. MANNA will continue to help families in need with food, and rental and 
utility payments, and welcomes the assistance of the community.  

 
Financial Gifts 
 

God is doing great things in and through St. Stephens, and we continue to seek new ways of being the church. The COVID situation has 
made many of our normal ways of making financial offerings unfeasible. If you are able to make a one-time gift or set up a recurring gift, 
it will be put to good use. To set up online giving, visit stshtx.org and click on “give.” Our giving provider, Planning Center, uses Stripe to 
process all financial transactions, and Stripe maintains the highest standards of privacy and security with financial info. If you do not do 
online giving, you are welcome to mail checks to the church; even though the offices are closed we are still monitoring the mail. Thank 
you for continuing to support what God is doing through our church!  

 
Support Furlough Kitchen Houston 
 

In April, St. Stephen’s began a new ministry partnership providing free meals each Tuesday and Thursday to people who have been laid 
off or furloughed from their jobs due to the Coronavirus. Since then, the Furlough Kitchen ministry has seen a steady increase in 
demand. If you would like to help this ministry continue to feed hungry people in our area, you can make a donation by visiting https://
furloughkitchenhouston.org/  
 

Order Farm Boxes 
 

If you want to support the ongoing work of Furlough Kitchen AND provide your family with fresh, local produce, buy a box of produce!  
Produce boxes come from The Common Market and in addition to Furlough Kitchen, support local farmers and other food insecurity 
initiatives across the state. Produce will vary each time. The boxes are available on the second and fourth Tuesday of the month. 
Registration is required. The next delivery date will be September 8, so place your order online by 11 am September 4 at https://
stsumc.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/479026  
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Our worship series beginning this month is called "a disciple is..." and will be an investigation of what it means to really practice our 
faith, no matter the circumstances. It's based in our discipleship pathway, and will also be our stewardship series for 2020. Now more 
than ever, I'm convinced that stewardship isn't just about financial giving, but about living our whole lives as an offering to Jesus, to 
becoming better disciples however we can. If you still don't have our discipleship pathway resources, visit stshtx.org/discipleship and 
take a look around. We're looking forward to walking on this path together!  
 

Paz, Nathan 

Our Communion offering for the month of September will go to UMCOR (the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief). Through UMCOR, the United Methodist Church responds 
to natural and civil disasters that overwhelm a community’s ability to recover on its own. 
UMCOR is already readying its response to Hurricane Laura. Whenever someone gives to 
UMCOR in response to a disaster or other advance, 100% of that giving goes directly to the 
designated cause. Please support UMCOR with your prayers and generous contributions.  

Each Sunday while we are worshipping away from the sanctuary, we will have two roles 
available to be filled by our congregation: Liturgy and Affirmation of Faith Reader, and 
Scripture Reader.  There are a few requirements for those who wish to participate. You will 
need to have a device (phone, video camera, etc.) that lets you film video and audio. You'll 
also need to be knowledgeable on how to upload a file. Depending on the video length, you 
might be able to email, but more likely, you will have to share your video through online 
storage (Google Drive for example). We ask that videos be filmed in landscape (sideways) 
orientation as this will display better for our worship. 

If you are interested in being a liturgist or reader for Sunday worship services, please contact Steven Fisher at steven@stshtx.org or 
Nathan at nathan@stshtx.org. We’ll email you the script that you'll be using. Don't worry about trying to learn it by heart. Write it 
down, print the words out, whatever is most comfortable for you.  

 

Did you know that you can participate in Zoom as a conference call? For either Pastor Nathan's 12 p.m. Wednesday Bible study, our 9:30 
a.m. Sunday morning Sunday School, our 12 p.m. Sunday Virtual Potluck, call 346 248 7799 and when prompted for a meeting code, 
enter 339 172 0915 followed by the pound key. 

https://slack-redir.net/link?url=http%3A%2F%2Fstshtx.org%2Fdiscipleship
tel:3462487799
tel:3391720915


Elizabeth Dennard celebrated her 102nd birthday on August 29, 2020! Members of St. Stephen‘s joined her friends and family 
in celebrating her birthday with a shower of cards and greetings. If you missed it and would like to send her a card, please send to: 
 

Copperfield Healthcare 
Attn: Mary E. Dennard 
7107 Queenston Blvd 

Houston, TX 77095 

In Memory 

We extend our prayers and sympathy to the families of the following members who passed away in August, 2020: 
 

 Janet Tittle died August 2 at her home in Wylie, Texas, where she and her husband, Lloyd Tittle, moved a few years ago to 
be near their children. Members since 1960, Lloyd and Janet kept their membership at St. Stephen‘s even after moving because they 
still considered it to be their beloved home church. A virtual memorial service was held for Janet on August 29. 

 

 Pauline (Bitsy) Vilven died peacefully in her sleep on August 3 at the age of 92. Bitsy joined St. Stephen‘s in 1960 and was 
an active member until recent years when her health began to decline. She moved to New Mexico in 2017 to be near her daughter, 
Janeen Vilven Doggett. A graveside service led by Rev. Nathan Lonsdale Bledsoe was held for Bitsy on August 13 at Forest Park 
Lawndale Cemetery in Houston.  

 

 Anna Ruth Putnam died August 24 at the age of 88. She and her husband, Ky, who died earlier this year, had been active 
members of St. Stephen‘s for several years. A graveside service will be held for Anna Ruth on Wednesday, September 2, at 2 pm at 
the Houston National Cemetery, 10410 Veteran‘s Memorial Drive, in Houston. Please line up at 1:45. The family asks that in lieu of 
flowers, donations be made to the Alzheimer‘s Association or St. Stephen‘s United Methodist Church.  

Anita Bishop, Rhonda Boehm, Sandy Bonnin, Isaac Booth, Florence Bowman, Tom Burton, Arlene Caler, Nathan Cartwright, Jan 
Chambers (Shelley Holcombe’s mother), Jess Chambers, Delight Clary, Chappie & Gloria Collins, the Conner family, Janet Cummins, 
Andrew Drapkin, the Eads family, Allen Ebelt, Kayla Ebelt, Walter Ebelt, Sarah Elolf, Megan Eyre, Earl & Irene Fallen, Kathy Gunter, 
Kathleen Heath, Dorothy & Rick Hedges, Lola Hensley, Tripp Hensley, Paula Hicks, Brittany Hietpas, Jason Holcombe, Dorrie Jackson, 
Rhonda Linder, Penny Loy, Brianna Matheis, Frances Mayberry, Henry & Sarah McKinley, Wayne Meyenberg, Donald Owens, Dian 
Parker, Brenda Paulk, Elliott Perez, the Piercefield family, Liz Powers & family, the family of Anna Ruth Putnam, Milton & Noni Ray, 
Rogers & Jane Roberts, Terry & Sandra Russell, Barbara Smith, the Soto family, Preston Taylor, Cindy Tindol, the family of Janet Tittle, 
the family of Bitsy Vilven, Jan Weeks, Paul Wieting, Patricia Williams, Todd Wilson, Carol Yip Choy, the Zanelli family, Shara Zatopek  
 

Social Justice Prayers: The sin of racism and its effects on all of us; Members of the CITGO6: Tomeu Vadell, Gustavo Cardenas, Jorge 
Toledo, Alirio Zambrano, Jose Luis Zambrano, Jose Angel Pereira; and all who are imprisoned or persecuted unjustly 
 

     Allen Clutter, Keanna Piercefield      

Loretta Shaw—M D Anderson                     
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