WELCOME

Rev. Nathan Lonsdale Bledsoe, Senior Pastor

PASSING OF THE PEACE
PRELUDE

Come, Now Is the Time to Worship
(by Brian Doeksen)

Dr. Andreea Muț, Accompanist

*CALL TO WORSHIP
One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All:

Emily Leffler, Liturgist

O gracious and holy God,
give us diligence to seek you,
wisdom to perceive you,
and patience to wait for you.
Grant us, O God,
a mind to meditate on you,
eyes to behold you,
ears to listen for your Word,
a heart to love you,
and a life to proclaim you, through the power of the spirit of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

*HYMN

Gather Us In
(stanzas 1, 2 and 4)

Rev. Suzi Byrd and Rev. Heather Velez,
Pastoral Music and Worship Team

Here in this place new light is streaming
Now is the darkness vanished away
See in this space our fears and our dreamings
Brought here to you in the light of this day
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken
Gather us in, the blind and the lame
Call to us now and we shall awaken
We shall arise at the sound of our name
We are the young, our lives are a mystery
We are the old who yearn for your face
We have been sung throughout all of history
Called to be light to the whole human race
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty
Gather us in, the proud and the strong
Give us a heart so meek and so lowly
Give us the courage to enter the song
Not in the dark of buildings confining
Not in some heaven light years away
But here in this place the new light is shining
Now is the kingdom, now is the day
Gather us in and hold us forever
Gather us in and make us your own
Gather us in, all peoples together
Fire of love in our flesh and our bones
Fire of love in our flesh and our bones
*AFFIRMATION

St. Stephen’s Affirmation of Faith

Emily

We believe in God who claims us as beloved children
whose love unites us when the world would divide us.
We believe in Jesús Christ our living Savior and example whose love knows no bounds.
We believe in the Holy Spirit who empowers and enables us to transform the world, who speaks through the
stories of scripture to transform our own stories.
We believe in the Church who is the body of Christ, and does not belong to us,
whose work cannot be contained by a building.
We worship God together proclaiming God’s love for us and our love for God and each other.
We act in God’s name, knowing God is at work all around us, calling us to join in,
claiming us all as beloved.

*GLORIA PATRI

Suzi

CHILDREN’S MOMENT

Steven Fisher, Director of Family Ministries

PRAYER

Nathan

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever. Amen
*SCRIPTURE READING

John 1:40-51

Carol Luce, Reader

40 One of the two disciples who heard what John said and followed Jesus was Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter. 41 He
first found his own brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated Christ[a] ). 42 He led
him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon, son of John. You will be called Cephas” (which is translated
Peter). 43 The next day Jesus wanted to go into Galilee, and he found Philip. Jesus said to him, “Follow me.” 44 Philip was
from Bethsaida, the hometown of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found the one
Moses wrote about in the Law and the Prophets: Jesus, Joseph’s son, from Nazareth.” 46 Nathanael responded, “Can
anything from Nazareth be good?” Philip said, “Come and see.” 47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said about
him, “Here is a genuine Israelite in whom there is no deceit.” 48 Nathanael asked him, “How do you know me?” Jesus
answered, “Before Philip called you, I saw you under the fig tree.” 49 Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are God’s Son. You are
the king of Israel.” 50 Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see
greater things than these! 51 I assure you that you will see heaven open and God’s angels going up to heaven and down to
earth on the Human One.”
*SCRIPTURE RESPONSE
One:
All:

Inspired words for beloved people.
Lord, transform us through its hearing.

GREAT COMMISSION SCRIPTURE VIDEO
SERMON

Matthew 28:16-20
“A Disciple Is...Connect”

Nathan

OFFERING PRAYER AND INVITATION

Nathan

Those wishing to commit their lives to Christ are invited to contact Pastor Nathan at 512-771-2741.
You can give using your smartphone! Text a dollar amount to 84321 and select St. Stephen’s.
Our Communion offering for September will go to UMCOR (the United Methodist Committee on Relief)
OFFERTORY

How Can I Keep From Singing?

ANNOUNCEMENTS
*BENEDICTION (from Worship and Song Resources 161)

One:

All:

Sisters and brothers, we are not dismissed.
We are not just free to go. Christ sends us!
Go home. Make welcome the stranger in your midst!
Go work. Create spaces of justice and mercy!
Go play. Rejoice in the wonder of God’s creation!
Go in the power of the Spirit to love and serve the Lord.
Go to help and heal in all you do.
Christ sends us! Thanks be to God!

Suzi
Sung by the Houston Virtual Choir
Nathan

*CLOSING HYMN

Lord, You Give the Great Commission
1 Lord, you give the great commission:
“Heal the sick and preach the word.”
Lest the church neglect its mission,
and the gospel go unheard,
help us witness to your purpose
with renewed integrity.
With the Spirit’s gifts empower us
for the work of ministry.
2 Lord, you call us to your service:
“In my name baptize and teach.”
That the world may trust your promise,
life abundant meant for each,
give us all new fervor, draw us
closer in community.
With the Spirit’s gifts empower us
for the work of ministry.
3.Lord, You make the common holy:
This My body, this My blood.
Let us all, for earth’s true glory,
Daily lift life heavenward,
Asking that the world around us
Share your children’s liberty
With the Spirit’s gifts empower us
For the work of ministry.
4 Lord, you show us love’s true measure:
“Father, what they do, forgive.”
Yet we hoard as private treasure
all that you so freely give.
May your care and mercy lead us
to a just society.
With the Spirit’s gifts empower us
for the work of ministry.
5 Lord, you bless with words assuring:
“I am with you to the end.”
Faith and hope and love restoring,
may we serve as you intend
and, amid the cares that claim us,
hold in mind eternity.
With the Spirit’s gifts empower us
for the work of ministry.

*Please stand in body or in spirit.

Suzi

September 20

Join us in the sanctuary for come-and-go silent prayer Wednesday evenings between 4:00 and 7:00. Please wear a mask.

Text a dollar amount to 84321 and select St. Stephen’s, or go to stshtx.org/give.

St. Stephen’s is a church with an exciting vision for loving God and our neighbors. If you want to learn more about our
church, more about who Jesus is and why that matters, or just about anything else, Nathan would love to meet with you!
Call or text him at 512.771.2741 to make an appointment.
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