


WELCOME                                                              Rev. Nathan Lonsdale Bledsoe, Senior Pastor 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 
PRELUDE                                                                          Holy, Holy, Holy                                   Dr. Andreea Muț, Accompanist 
                                                                         (by John B. Dykes) 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                                                   Pam Dickson, Liturgist                   
                                                                                                          

One: The sinners, the saints; the broken, the whole 
All: We all come seeking the One who offers grace and hope.  
One: The doubters, the devout; the wonderers, the wanderers 
All: We all seek to follow the One who works for justice and hope for all of God’s people. 
One: The hesitant, the heroic; the grandparents, the little children 
All: We all listen for the songs of joy all creation sings to the One who gives life and peace.  

         
*HYMN                                                              Come and Find the Quiet Center            Rev. Suzi Byrd and Rev. Heather Velez,                                               
                                                                                                                                                Pastoral Music and Worship Team 
                                                                                                                                                        

Come and find the quiet center in the crowded life we lead, 
find the room for hope to enter, find the frame where we are freed: 

clear the chaos and the clutter, clear our eyes that we can see, 
all the things that really matter, be at peace, and simply be.  

 
Silence is a friend who claims us, cools the heat and slows the pace, 
God it is who speaks and names us, knows our being, touches base, 
making space within our thinking, lifting shades to show the sun, 

raising courage when we’re shrinking, finding scope for faith begun. 
 

In the Spirit, let us travel, open to each other’s pain, 
let our loves and fears unravel, celebrate the space we gain: 

there’s a place for deepest dreaming, there’s a time for heart to care, 
in the Spirit’s lively scheming there is always room to spare! 

  
*AFFIRMATION                                                   St. Stephen’s Affirmation of Faith                                                                Pam                         
 

We believe in God who claims us as beloved children  
whose love unites us when the world would divide us. 
We believe in Jesús Christ our living Savior and example whose love knows no bounds. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit who empowers and enables us to transform the world, who speaks through the 
stories of scripture to transform our own stories.  
We believe in the Church who is the body of Christ, and does not belong to us, 
whose work cannot be contained by a building. 
We worship God together proclaiming God’s love for us and our love for God and each other. 
We act in God’s name, knowing God is at work all around us, calling us to join in,  
claiming us all as beloved.    
 

*GLORIA PATRI                                  Suzi 
 
CHILDREN’S MOMENT                                                                                            Steven Fisher, Director of Family Ministries 
 
PRAYER                                                                                                                                                                                      Nathan 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                    

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory forever. Amen 



*SCRIPTURE READING                                                        Luke 11:5-13                                                                               Heather 

5 He also said to them, “Imagine that one of you has a friend and you go to that friend in the middle of the night. Imagine 
saying, ‘Friend, loan me three loaves of bread 6 because a friend of mine on a journey has arrived and I have nothing to set 
before him.’ 7 Imagine further that he answers from within the house, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is already locked, and my 
children and I are in bed. I can’t get up to give you anything.’ 8 I assure you, even if he wouldn’t get up and help because of 
his friendship, he will get up and give his friend whatever he needs because of his friend’s brashness. 9 And I tell you: Ask 
and you will receive. Seek and you will find. Knock and the door will be opened to you. 10 Everyone who asks, receives. 
Whoever seeks, finds. To everyone who knocks, the door is opened. 11 “Which father among you would give a snake to your 
child if the child asked for a fish? 12 If a child asked for an egg, what father would give the child a scorpion? 13 If you who 
are evil know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those 
who ask him?”  
 

*SCRIPTURE RESPONSE  

 

One:     Inspired words for beloved people. 
All:        Lord, transform us through its hearing.  
 

GREAT COMMISSION SCRIPTURE VIDEO               Matthew 28:16-20 
 
SERMON                                                                  “A Disciple Is...Praying”                                                                         Nathan 
                                                                                                                                           
OFFERING PRAYER AND INVITATION                                          Nathan 
 

Those wishing to commit their lives to Christ are invited to contact Pastor Nathan at 512-771-2741. 
 

You can give using your smartphone! Text a dollar amount to 84321 and select St. Stephen’s.  
Our Communion offering for September will go to UMCOR (the United Methodist Committee on Relief) 

  

OFFERTORY                                                              Down to the River to Pray                                                                                Suzi                                                      
                                                                (by Ken Medema; arranged by Mary McDonald)     Sung by the Houston Virtual Choir  
                                                                    

ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                                        Nathan 
 
*BENEDICTION  (from Worship and Song Resources 161)                                             

      One: Sisters and brothers, we are not dismissed. 
We are not just free to go. Christ sends us! 
Go home. Make welcome the stranger in your midst! 
Go work. Create spaces of justice and mercy! 
Go play. Rejoice in the wonder of God’s creation! 
Go in the power of the Spirit to love and serve the Lord. 
Go to help and heal in all you do. 

 All:  Christ sends us! Thanks be to God! 
                
*CLOSING HYMN                                                          Sweet Hour of Prayer                                                                            Suzi 
 

Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer! that calls me from a world of care, 
and bids me at my Father's throne make all my wants and wishes known. 

In seasons of distress and grief, my soul has often found relief, 
and oft escaped the tempter's snare by thy return, sweet hour of prayer! 

  
Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer! the joys I feel, the bliss I share 

of those whose anxious spirits burn with strong desires for thy return! 
With such I hasten to the place where God my Savior shows his face, 

and gladly take my station there, and wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer! 
  

Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer! thy wings shall my petition bear 
to him whose truth and faithfulness engage the waiting soul to bless. 

And since he bids me seek his face, believe his word, and trust his grace, 
I'll cast on him my every care, and wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer 

 

                                                                           *Please stand in body or in spirit.  



 

St. Stephen’s is a church with an exciting vision for loving God and our neighbors. If you want to learn more about our 
church, more about who Jesus is and why that matters, or just about anything else, Nathan would love to meet with you! 
Call or text him at 512.771.2741 to make an appointment.  

 

2003 W.43rd Street, Houston, TX, 77018 
(713) 686-8241 | stshtx.org

  
 

Text a dollar amount to 84321 and select St. Stephen’s, or go to stshtx.org/give.  

Join us in the sanctuary for come-and-go silent prayer Wednesday evenings between 4:00 and 7:00. Please wear a mask.    


