WELCOME

Rev. Nathan Lonsdale Bledsoe, Senior Pastor

PASSING OF THE PEACE
PRELUDE

People Need the Lord
(by Phill McHugh and Greg Nelson)

Dr. Andreea Muț, Accompanist

*CALL TO WORSHIP
All:
One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All:

Dan Barcus, Lay Leader

Happy are we
when our treasures can’t be quantified.
Happy are we
when our knowledge is tempered by mystery.
Happy are we
when our pain is held in the balm of love.
Happy are we
when our delight comes from beyond ourselves.
Happy are we
when we worship the Lord together.
Happy are we when we worship the Lord together.

*HYMN

For All the Saints
(v. 1, 2, 4 and 5)

Rev. Suzi Byrd and Rev. Heather Velez,
Pastoral Music and Worship Team

1. For all the saints, who from their labors rest,
who thee by faith before the world confessed,
thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest. Alleluia, Alleluia!
2. Thou wast their rock, their fortress, and their might;
thou, Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight;
thou, in the darkness drear, their one true light. Alleluia, Alleluia!
4. O blest communion, fellowship divine!
We feebly struggle, they in glory shine;
yet all are one in thee, for all are thine. Alleluia, Alleluia!
5. And when the strife is fierce, the warfare long,
steals on the ear the distant triumph song,
and hearts are brave again, and arms are strong. Alleluia, Alleluia!
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Let us pray.

Dan

Merciful Lord, strengthen all Christian people by your Holy Spirit, that we may live as a royal priesthood and a holy
nation to the praise of Jesus Christ our Savior.
Bless our bishop and all ministers of your Church, that by faithful proclamation of your word we may be built on the
foundation of the apostles and prophets into a holy temple in the Lord.
Empower us by the gift of your holy and life-giving Spirit, that we may be transformed into the likeness of Christ from
glory to glory.
Give to the world and its peoples the peace that comes from above, that they may find Christ’s way of freedom and life.
Hold in your embrace all who witness to your love in the service of the poor and needy; all who minister to the sick
and dying; and all who bring light to those in darkness.
Touch and heal all those whose lives are scarred by sin or disfigured by pain, that raised from death to life in Christ,
their sorrow may be turned to eternal joy.
Hasten the day when many will come from east and west, from north and south, and sit at table in your kingdom. We
remember especially our partners in mission.
Remember in your mercy all those gone before us who have been well-pleasing to you from eternity; preserve in your
faith your servants on earth, guide us to your kingdom and grant us your peace at all times.
We give you thanks for the whole company of your saints in glory, with whom we join our prayers and praises; by your
grace may we, like them, be made perfect in your love.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen
CHILDREN’S MOMENT

Steven Fisher, Director of Family Ministries

*SCRIPTURE READING

Job 19:23-27

Dan

23
25

Oh, that my words were written down, inscribed on a scroll 24 with an iron instrument and lead, forever engraved on stone.
But I know that my redeemer is alive and afterward he’ll rise upon the dust. 26 After my skin has been torn apart this way—
then from my flesh I’ll see God, 27 whom I’ll see myself—my eyes see, and not a stranger’s. I am utterly dejected.

*SCRIPTURE RESPONSE
One:
All:

Inspired words for beloved people.
Lord, transform us through its hearing.

SERMON

“Job Chapters 15-21”

Nathan

OFFERING PRAYER AND INVITATION

Nathan

Those wishing to commit their lives to Christ are invited to contact Pastor Nathan at 512-771-2741.
You can give using your smartphone! Text a dollar amount to 84321 and select St. Stephen’s.
Our Communion offering for November will go to Garden Oaks Montessori Magnet School.
OFFERTORY

I Bowed on My Knees and Cried Holy
(by Carol Cymbala)

THANKSGIVING

Suzi
Sung by the Houston Virtual Choir
Rev. Bodie Gilbert, Soloist

The Great Thanksgiving for All Saints and Memorial Occasions
(UMH 13)

Nathan

ANNOUNCEMENTS
*BENEDICTION
May the love of God surround you. May the love of God uplift you.
May the love of God stand with you through the challenges ahead.
May the love of God convince you, in every situation, to love.
Go now to love others, even as Christ loves you.
*HYMN

One Bread, One Body
(verses 1 and 2)
One bread, one body, one Lord of all; one cup of blessing which we bless,
and we, though many throughout the earth, we are one body in this one Lord.
1 Gentile or Jew, servant or free, woman or man, no more.
One bread, one body, one Lord of all; one cup of blessing which we bless,
and we, though many throughout the earth, we are one body in this one Lord.

2. Many the gifts, many the works, one in the Lord of all.
One bread, one body, one Lord of all; one cup of blessing which we bless,
and we, though many throughout the earth, we are one body in this one Lord.

*Please stand in body or in spirit.

Suzi

All Saints Sunday
November 1, 2020

All Saints Sunday commemorates all Christian people of every time and place. On this day it is the
tradition of the church to read aloud the names of those members of our congregation who have died
in the past year. As the names are read, we remember their lives with thanksgiving and celebrate our
communion with them in the community of faith.

Joseph Balli
Carolyn Belk
Frances Bohlae
Doug Cherry
Charlie Elolf
Doris Rydzeski King
Lee Kruse

Anna Ruth Putnam
Ky Putnam
Loretta Shaw
Lura Smith
Martha “Bunny” Smith
Janet Tittle
Pauline “Bitsy” Vilven

We light an additional candle in memory of all those who have died.

“I thank my God upon every remembrance of thee.”
(Philippians 1:3)

The sanctuary will be open today for come-and-go silent prayer during Drive Through Communion, 12:30-2 pm. Please wear a
mask. The weekly Wednesday evening silent prayer time is on hiatus until further notice.

Text a dollar amount to 84321 and select St. Stephen’s, or go to stshtx.org/give.

St. Stephen’s is a church with an exciting vision for loving God and our neighbors. If you want to learn more about our
church, more about who Jesus is and why that matters, or just about anything else, Nathan would love to meet with you!
Call or text him at 512.771.2741 to make an appointment.
2003 W.43rd Street, Houston, TX, 77018
(713) 686-8241 | stshtx.org

