


WELCOME                                                                                      Rev. Nathan Lonsdale Bledsoe 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 
PRELUDE                                                              O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                         Dr. Andreea Muț, Accompanist  
                                                                                      (arranged by Eugene Butler) 
                                                                      

*NAMING THE DARKNESS:  Exhaustion                                                                              Rev. Heather Velez  
                                                                                 

    Scripture Reading: Isaiah 64: 1-8 
 

1 If only you would tear open the heavens and come down! 
    Mountains would quake before you 

2  like fire igniting brushwood or making water boil. 
 If you would make your name known to your enemies, 
 the nations would tremble in your presence. 
3 When you accomplished wonders beyond all our expectations; 
 when you came down, mountains quaked before you. 
4 From ancient times, no one has heard, no ear has perceived, 
 no eye has seen any god but you who acts on behalf of those who wait for him! 
5 You look after those who gladly do right; they will praise you for your ways. 
But you were angry when we sinned; you hid yourself when we did wrong. 
6 We have all become like the unclean; All of us wither like a leaf; 
 our sins, like the wind, carry us away. 
7 No one calls on your name;  no one bothers to hold on to you, 

    for you have hidden yourself from us, and have handed us over to our sin. 
8 But now, Lord, you are our father.  We are the clay, and you are our potter. 
 All of us are the work of your hand. 

 
LIGHTING THE CANDLE                                                                                                                                                     Heather 

 

We light this candle today to cry out to God in our exhaustion, weariness, fatigue, complete lack of energy, 
overtiredness, and depletion. God be with us. Breathe energy into our souls and bodies, so that we may be renewed in 
you. Give us new energy and purpose to be hope-filled lights for Christ in the darkness of our world. Amen.  

 
DARKNESS CHORUS                                          O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                                                                     Heather                                               

                                                                                         (verse 6) 
 

*LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH:  Candle of Hope                                                              David and Marsha Massey 
 

*HYMN                                                         I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light       Rev. Suzi Byrd and Rev. Heather Velez,  
                                                                                   Pastoral Music and Worship Team 
          

1. I want to walk as a child of the light. I want to follow Jesus. 
God set the stars to give light to the world. The star of my life is Jesus. 

 

Chorus: In Him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike. 
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.  

 

2.     I want to see the brightness of God. I want to look at Jesus. 
Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path, and show me the way to the Father.  

 

Chorus: In Him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike. 
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.  

 

3.     I’m looking for the coming of Christ. I want to be with Jesus. 
When we have run with patience the race, we shall know the joy of Jesus. 

 

Chorus: In Him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike. 
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.  

 



CHILDREN’S MOMENT                                                                                            Steven Fisher, Director of Family Ministries 
 
PRAYER                                         Nathan 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                    

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is 
 in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the pow-
er, and the glory forever. Amen 
 

*SCRIPTURE READING                                                     Mark 13: 24-37                                                    David Massey, Reader 
 

24 “In those days, after the suffering of that time, the sun will become dark, and the moon won’t give its 
light. 25 The stars will fall from the sky, and the planets and other heavenly bodies will be shaken. 26 Then 
they will see the Human One coming in the clouds with great power and splendor. 27 Then he will send the 
angels and gather together his chosen people from the four corners of the earth, from the end of the earth to 
the end of heaven. 

A lesson from the fig tree 28 “Learn this parable from the fig tree. After its branch becomes tender and it sprouts new 
leaves, you know that summer is near. 29 In the same way, when you see these things happening, you know that he’s 
near, at the door. 30 I assure you that this generation won’t pass away until all these things happen. 31 Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but my words will certainly not pass away. 
 
32 “But nobody knows when that day or hour will come, not the angels in heaven and not the Son. Only the 
Father knows. 33 Watch out! Stay alert! You don’t know when the time is coming. 34 It is as if someone took a 
trip, left the household behind, and put the servants in charge, giving each one a job to do, and told the 
doorkeeper to stay alert. 35 Therefore, stay alert! You don’t know when the head of the household will 
come,whether in the evening or at midnight, or when the rooster crows in the early morning or at daybreak. 
36 Don’t let him show up when you weren’t expecting and find you sleeping. 37 What I say to you, I say to all: 
Stay alert!” 

*SCRIPTURE RESPONSE  
 

One:     Inspired words for beloved people. 
All:        Lord, transform us through its hearing.  
 

SERMON                                                                 “Hope in the Exhaustion”                                                                      Nathan 
                                                                                                                                           
OFFERING PRAYER AND INVITATION               Rev. Nathan Lonsdale Bledsoe                                       
 

Those wishing to commit their lives to Christ are invited to contact Pastor Nathan at 512-771-2741. 
You can give using your smartphone! Text a dollar amount to 84321 and select St. Stephen’s.  
Our Communion offering for November will go to Garden Oaks Montessori Magnet School.  

  
OFFERTORY                                                                    Keep Your Lamps                                                   Suzi                                                      
                                                                                    (arranged by Dr. Andre Thomas)               Sung by the Houston Virtual Choir  
                                                                                                                                                                        Brian Hehn, Percussion 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                                                              Nathan 
 
 *BENEDICTION                                                                                                                         

 

May the love of God surround you. May the love of God uplift you. May the love of God stand with you through the 
challenges ahead. May the love of God convince you, in every situation, to love. Go now to love others, even as Christ 
loves you. 



*CLOSING HYMN                                        Hail to the Lord’s Anointed”                     Suzi 
                                                                                           (verses 1, 2, and 3) 
 

1. Hail to the Lord's Anointed, great David's greater Son! 
Hail in the time appointed, his reign on earth begun! 
He comes to break oppression, to set the captive free; 

to take away transgression, and rule in equity. 
 

2. He comes with succor speedy to those who suffer wrong; 
to help the poor and needy, and bid the weak be strong; 

to give them songs for sighing, their darkness turn to light, 
whose souls, condemned and dying, are precious in his sight. 

 
3. He shall come down like showers upon the fruitful earth; 
love, joy, and hope, like flowers, spring in his path to birth. 
Before him on the mountains, shall peace, the herald, go, 
and righteousness, in fountains, from hill to valley flow. 

 
4. To him shall prayer unceasing and daily vows ascend; 

his kingdom still increasing, a kingdom without end. 
The tide of time shall never his covenant remove; 

his name shall stand forever; that name to us is love. 

 

*Please stand as you are able. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

St. Stephen’s is a church with an exciting vision for loving God and our neighbors. If you want to learn more about our 
church, more about who Jesus is and why that matters, or just about anything else, Nathan would love to meet with you! 
Call or text him at 512.771.2741 to make an appointment.  

 

2003 W.43rd Street, Houston, TX, 77018 
(713) 686-8241 | stshtx.org

  
 

Text a dollar amount to 84321 and select St. Stephen’s, or go to stshtx.org/give.  

 

Come pick up a free Advent Devotional from the brilliant minds at Illustrated Ministry next Sunday, December 6th. We'll be handing 
out all of the materials to families during Drive in Communion and Sanctuary Prayer time at noon.  


