


WELCOME                                                                                      Rev. Nathan Lonsdale Bledsoe 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 
PRELUDE                                                              We Three Kings of Orient Are                          Dr. Andreea Muț, Accompanist  
                                                                                         (by John H. Hopkins, Jr.) 
                                                                    

*CALL TO WORSHIP (by Stuart Strachan, Jr.)                                                                       Pam Steward, Liturgist  
 

One: As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,  
 who will prepare your way.”  
All: Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.  
One:  John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance  
 for the forgiveness of sins. 
All: Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.  

       One: He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me;  
  I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals.” 

All: Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.  
       One: “I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

All:  Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.  
 

*HYMN                                                                  All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name     Rev. Suzi Byrd and Rev. Heather Velez,  
                                                                                                                                                    Pastoral Music and Worship Team 
          

1. All hail the power of Jesus' name! Let angels prostrate fall; 
bring forth the royal diadem, and crown him Lord of all. 
Bring forth the royal diadem, and crown him Lord of all. 

 

2. Ye chosen seed of Israel's race, ye ransomed from the fall, 
hail him who saves you by his grace, and crown him Lord of all. 
Hail him who saves you by his grace, and crown him Lord of all. 

 

3. Sinners, whose love can ne'er forget the wormwood and the gall, 
go spread your trophies at his feet, and crown him Lord of all. 
Go spread your trophies at his feet, and crown him Lord of all. 

 

*AFFIRMATION (St. Stephen’s Affirmation of Faith)                                                                                                              Pam 
 

We believe in God who claims us as beloved children  
whose love unites us when the world would divide us. 
We believe in Jesús Christ our living Savior and example  
whose love knows no bounds. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit who empowers and enables us to transform the world, who speaks through the 
stories of scripture to transform our own stories.  
We believe in the Church who is the body of Christ, 
and does not belong to us, 
whose work cannot be contained by a building. 
We worship God together proclaiming God’s love for us and our love for God and each other. 
We act in God’s name, knowing God is at work all around us, calling us to join in, claiming us all as 
beloved.                  

 

*GLORIA PATRI                         Suzi 
 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT                                                                                                Steven Fisher, Family Ministries Director 
 

PRAYER (A Covenant Prayer in the Wesley Tradition)                                                              Nathan 
 

 I am no longer my own, but thine. Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt. Put me to doing, 
put me to suffering. Let me be employed by thee or laid aside for thee, Exalted for thee or brought low for 
thee. Let me be full, let me be empty. Let me have all things, let me have nothing. I freely and heartily yield 
all things to thy pleasure and disposal. And now, O Glorious and blessed God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
Thou art mine, and I am thine. So be it. And the covenant which I have made on earth, Let it be ratified in 
heaven. Amen. 



THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is 
 in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the pow-
er, and the glory forever. Amen 

 
*SCRIPTURE READING                                                    Matthew 3:13-17                                                   Pam Steward, Reader 
  

13 At that time Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan River so that John would baptize him. 14 John tried to stop him 
and said, “I need to be baptized by you, yet you come to me?” 15 Jesus answered, “Allow me to be baptized now. This is 
necessary to fulfill all righteousness.” So John agreed to baptize Jesus. 16 When Jesus was baptized, he immediately 
came up out of the water. Heaven was opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God coming down like a dove and rest-
ing on him. 17 A voice from heaven said, “This is my Son whom I dearly love; I find happiness in him.” 
 

*SCRIPTURE RESPONSE                                                                                                                                                             Pam                     
 

One:     Inspired words for beloved people. 
All:        Lord, transform us through its hearing.  
 

SERMON                                                        “Not in the Building: The Blessing Box”                                                    Nathan 
                                                                                                                                           
OFFERING PRAYER AND INVITATION                
 

Those wishing to commit their lives to Christ are invited to contact Pastor Nathan at 512-771-2741. 
You can give using your smartphone! Text a dollar amount to 84321 and select St. Stephen’s.  

Our Communion offering for January will go to the Harriet and Joe Foster Family YMCA.  

  
OFFERTORY                                                               Down to the River to Pray                                                                        Suzi                                                     
                                                                   (by Ken Medema, arranged by Mary McDonald)      Sung by Houston’s Virtual Choir  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                                                              Nathan 
 
*BENEDICTION                                             
 
*CLOSING HYMN                                            Christ is the Truth, the Way                                  Suzi 
                   (to the tune “Diademata”) 
 

1. Christ is the Truth, the Way, the Center of our life. 
Christ shares the struggles of our day, our earthly joy and strife. 

Redeeming what is lost, and healing those in pain, 
Christ walks the valley of the cross, the Servant’s glad domain. 

 

2. Christ is the power of peace, of lasting harmony. 
In Christ, the wars of earth shall cease; Christ is our unity. 

The lion shall lie down in peace beside the lamb.  
The mighty shall lay down their crowns before the great “I am”. 

 

3. Christ is the Living Bread, the source of grace outpoured; 
Our deepest hungers shall be fed; in Christ, life is restored. 

Earth’s hungry shall rejoice, for they shall all be filled.  
The good shall welcome with one voice the justice God has willed. 

 

4. Christ is the Living Head, our sole authority. 
By Christ’s own Spirit we are led to serve humanity. 

We follow where Christ leads when other’s pain we bear; 
Responding to our neighbors’ needs, Christ’s cross and crown we share. 

 

 

 *Please stand as you are able.  

Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by the family of Elizabeth Dennard   
in her memory and in honor of her life.  



St. Stephen’s is a church with an exciting vision for loving God and our neighbors. If you want to learn more about our 
church, more about who Jesus is and why that matters, or just about anything else, Nathan would love to meet with you! 
Call or text him at 512.771.2741 to make an appointment.  

 

2003 W.43rd Street, Houston, TX, 77018 
(713) 686-8241 | stshtx.org

  
 

Text a dollar amount to 84321 and select St. Stephen’s, or go to stshtx.org/give.  


