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The season of Lent is one of profound spiritual and personal reflection, and I am so 
enjoying going through the minor prophets, books that rarely show up in worship 
services. I hope you’ve signed up to receive our devotionals, and are reading the whole 
book each week along with so many others in our church family. The devotional 
emails are actually a really cool outreach ministry of our church, about 180 people 
receive them each time they go out! (Visit bit.ly/stsdevos to sign up for these emails).   
 

I also wanted to keep you aware of a few things to put on your calendars. Sunday, 
March 14 will be our first “State of the Church” meeting of 2021. The meeting will 
happen at noon on Zoom, and we’ll cover several items of interest.   
 

 Our new Board Chair, Emily Leffler, will offer a report on the activities of the board and the church.  

 We’ll review 2020 year-end finances and talk about our 2021 stewardship campaign and financial plans for the year.  

 We’ll talk about how to sign up for upcoming listening sessions, where we’ll be inviting church members to give input into our 

goals and hopes for the future of our church!  
 

 We will ask for volunteers to join our reopening task force, to start making plans for how and when we will reopen the church 

        safely. 
 

I hope that you will be able to join us for this meeting!  

 

Holy Week and Easter 2021 

Easter will be here before you know it (it’s early this year, April 4) and you are invited 
to celebrate the risen Christ with your St. Stephen’s family during Holy Week in a 
couple of different ways.  
 

Our Holy Week schedule will be:  

 Maundy Thursday: Drive in and Livestream services, both at 7 p.m.  

 Easter Sunday: Drive-In and Livestream services, both at 11 a.m.  

        Celebrate Christ’s resurrection with St. Stephen’s!  
 

Paz, 
Nathan 

Cover photo:  
Registration for the 2021-2022 school year for the Johnson 

Memorial Preschool at St. Stephen’s begins March 1.  
(Details on page 5.) 

March 14 March 14 

mailto:info@stsumc.org
http://bit.ly/stsdevos


 

 

UMYF 
 

Join us on March 21st for UMYF in the East Parking lot. We'll have our usual mix of games, and dinner, and our Bible 101 study will be 
looking at the books of the law (Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy). UMYF is open to all junior high and senior high aged 
participants. You do not have to be a member of St. Stephen's to join our group. Masks are required. 
 
Messy Easter 
 

Our annual Messy Easter will take place on ZOOM on March 28th. Register at stshtx.org/events to secure a take-home kit before March 
24th. Our theme will not just be Easter, however. We will be learning and crafting about all of Holy Week as our service will be taking 
place on Palm Sunday. Messy Church is open to elementary-aged children and their families. It is a family-centered worship service that 
includes 5-7 child-appropriate crafts and activities, as well as hymn singing and a scripture lesson. There is no cost for a take-home kit 
and church membership is not required. 
 
Palm Sunday  
 

Parents! Take pictures or videos of your children taking part in our virtual procession of palms for our Palm Sunday service on March 
28th. If you send them to us before the end of the day on March 22nd, we'll cut them together for a video that'll be included in the 
service.  
 

Steven Fisher 
Family Ministries Director 

http://stshtx.org/events


 

February was a fun month for JMS, even though the crazy winter storm resulted in four missed 
school days! We celebrated Valentine’s Day with class parties, a Valentines exchange, decorated 
the playground fence with hearts to show our love for the community, and also welcomed four 
new students to our hallways. Although JMS is still under capacity due to COVID this year, we 
have amazingly supportive families and look forward to our big registration day on March 1!  
 
Tours for prospective JMS families looking to join us for the 2021-2022 school year are well underway after school hours. Families in our 
community may drop off their completed registration form starting at noon on Monday, March 1; spots will be filled on a first-come, first
-serve basis. Our registration forms are available on the church website. Questions can be directed to Candice Croker, Director, at 
JMS@stsumc.org.  

mailto:JMS@stsumc.org


 

We are now streaming our Sunday worship services live and have opened our altar flower registration again. To register to donate altar 
flowers, in memory or in honor of loved ones, please visit  https://stshtx.org/events/ and click on “Altar Flowers”.  Then, click on 
“Register” to choose your date. The cost is $55 for the standard size arrangement. During registration, you will be able to indicate color 
preference and your dedication information for the worship bulletins and announcement screen. You may pay online during registration 
with a credit card, or choose “pay later” to send a check made payable to St. Stephen’s UMC. Please indicate on your check that your 
payment is for altar flowers. If you need help registering, please contact Mary Ellen at maryellen@stshtx.org or 713-686-8241.   
 
 

In the midst of difficult times, we are still joyfully anticipating Easter Sunday worship! This year, we will offer a drive-in service as well as 
live streaming. (Please see Nathan’s article on page 2 for details.) We have ordered a limited number of Easter flowers, in keeping with 
one of our traditions and in support of the Brookwood Community. 

As in years past, we are offering shares for $15 each to help fund the flowers and the ongoing beautification of the grounds at St. 
Stephen's. When you register, you will be able to include a dedication in memory or in honor of loved ones, if you wish. Please register 
no later than Sunday, March 28, if you would like to have your names included in the worship bulletins on Easter Sunday. 

Register online at https://bit.ly/3dVAxoU or call 713-686-8241, prompt#6 if you do not have Internet access.  

 

Harris County Precinct 4’s Encore! Senior Adult Program will host a Fun4Seniors 
Drive-Thru Lunch on Monday, March 15, from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm in the 
Educational Building parking lot at St. Stephen’s. “Catfish on Wheels”, a favorite 
caterer of Fun4Seniors guests, will be serving fried catfish and shrimp, French fries, 
coleslaw, baked beans, hush puppies and dessert. The cost is $10 per person. Checks 
are payable to Fun4Seniors and should be mailed to Fun4Seniors, P. O. Box 1433, 
Tomball, Texas, 77373, within one week of making your reservation. To reserve your 
meal, please visit www.hcp4/encore/events or call 713-274-4050. 

 



We extend our prayers and sympathy to the families of the following members who passed away in February, 2021: 

 Sandy Bonnin, who lost her battle with a long illness February 3. Her husband, Ray, her sons, and her daughter -in-law, 

Patti, were able to visit her during the past few days before she died. Sandy became a member of St. Stephen's in 1978 and served her 
church faithfully over the years in leadership and ministry, always asking how she could be a help to others. Even after her illness 
began to make it hard for her to serve, with the help of a few other members, she taught a beginner's sewing class at the church, 
ministering to many more youth and parents from our neighborhood than she had expected. Sandy's family plans to have a 
memorial service for her at a later date.   

 Barbara Wright, who died February 9. Barbara and her husband, David, joined St. Stephen’s in 2014, transferring their 

membership from St. Timothy’s United Methodist Church. David is a member of our Chancel Choir. A private service was held for 
Barbara on February 13 with Rev. Nathan Lonsdale Bledsoe officiating.  

 Betty Patterson, who passed away peacefully while in hospice care on February 23 following a short illness. Betty joined 

St. Stephen's in 2005 and served faithfully in many capacities during her time with us. She served as Coordinator of Mature Adult 
Ministries and worked hands-on with those ministries. Betty also worked with grieving families to plan and then to serve at most all 
of the receptions held at the church. She truly had a servant's heart and will be greatly missed by her church family. Her burial will 
be private. The family is planning a memorial service for her to be held later in the spring.  

 Angus Lewis, who died February 23. Angus and his wife, Virginia, were members of St. Stephen's for several years. He 

moved to a memory care facility a few years ago when his advancing dementia made it too difficult for Virginia to continue caring 
for him due to her declining health. Virginia passed away in September of 2019. A small private service will be held for Angus. 
Memorial gifts may be made to: 
The Cottage of Spring Branch 
Attn: Dr. Nizami 
1842 Hollister St 
Houston, Texas 77080 
(Please put "Angus Lewis" on the memo line of your check.) 

 

We recently received word from the family of Phyllis Smith that she passed away March 14, 2020, at the age of 86. Phyllis had been a 
member of St. Stephen’s since 1975. A graveside service was held for Phyllis on March 30, 2020. We extend sympathy and prayers to her 
family.  

Dwight Allen, Sherri  Anderson, John & Dorothy Artz, Anita Bishop and daughters, Jeanie & Janya; Hilda Bluett (Steven Fisher’s 
grandmother), Rhonda Boehm, the family of Sandy Bonnin, Linda Bradley & family, Curtis Brom, Arlene Caler, Mark Cass, Delight Clary, 
Charles Cobler, Chappie & Gloria Collins, Martha Collum, Patricia Creed, Janet Cummins, Ed & Pam Dickson, Andrew Drapkin, Angela 
Earl, Allen Ebelt, Kayla Ebelt, Walter & Maurice Ebelt, Brenda Edrozo & family, Megan Eyre, Robert Faltisek, the family of Betty Gleason, 
Michael Guadagnoli, Kathy Gunter, Charm Hensley and son, Daniel; Lola Hensley, Harlis & Curtis Hicks, Dorrie Jackson, Dwayne 
Johnson, the family of Angus Lewis, Dot Lockhart, Penny Loy, Barbara Luikens, Lavon Mahon, Frances Mayberry, Henry & Sarah 
McKinley, Wayne Meyenberg, Danny & Mamie Niederhofer, Rev. Kevin Otto, Dian Parker, the family of Betty Patterson, the Patton 
family, Brenda Paulk, Milton & Noni Ray, Rande Richnow, Rogers & Jane Roberts, Terry & Sandra Russell, Barbara Smith, Meranda Soto, 
Carol Stone & grandson, D J; Darrell & Cheree Taylor & family, Preston Taylor, Paul Wieting, Todd Wilson, David Wright & family, Rick 
& Johnny Yarbrough, Carol Yip Choy, Judy Zanelli 
  

Social Justice Prayers: The sin of racism and its effects on all of us; Members of the CITGO6: Tomeu Vadell, Gustavo Cardenas, Jorge 
Toledo, Alirio Zambrano, Jose Luis Zambrano, Jose Angel Pereira; and all who are imprisoned or persecuted unjustly 
 

 

     Allen Clutter, Keanna Piercefield      

 Children’s Memorial-Texas Medical Center—Flora Sandt 

               Memorial Hermann-Texas Medical Center—David Derr 
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