WELCOME

Rev. Heather Velez

PASSING OF THE PEACE
PRELUDE

Nearer, My God, to Thee
(by Lowell Mason)

Dr. Andreea Muț, Accompanist

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Adapted from Psalm 22: 25-31)
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Leader:
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Jonathan Lowe, Liturgist

Here in this great gathering for worship I have discovered this praise life.
God has taken charge; from now on God has the last word.
From the four corners of the earth people are coming to their senses,
running back to God.
God has taken charge; from now on God has the last word.
Long-lost families are falling on their faces before God.
God has taken charge; from now on God has the last word.
All the power-mongers are before God—worshiping!
All the poor and powerless, too—worshiping!
God has taken charge; from now on God has the last word.
Our children and their children, babies not yet conceived,
God has taken charge; from now on God has the last word.
everyone will hear the good news—that God does what God says.
God has taken charge; from now on God has the last word. Hallelujah!

*HYMN

Crown Him with Many Crowns

Rev. Suzi Byrd

1. Crown him with many crowns, the Lamb upon his throne,
Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns all music but its own.
Awake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee,
and hail him as thy matchless King through all eternity.
2. Crown him the Lord of life, who triumphed o'er the grave,
and rose victorious in the strife for those he came to save.
His glories now we sing, who died, and rose on high,
who died, eternal life to bring, and lives that death may die.
3. Crown him the Lord of peace, whose power a scepter sways
from pole to pole, that wars may cease, and all be prayer and praise.
His reign shall know no end, and round his pierced feet
fair flowers of paradise extend their fragrance ever sweet.
4. Crown him the Lord of love; behold his hands and side,
those wounds, yet visible above, in beauty glorified.
All hail, Redeemer, hail! For thou hast died for me;
thy praise and glory shall not fail throughout eternity.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Jonathan

Together, let us pray
For every person, without exception, to know that each of us is a beloved child of God.
For reminders each day that the church is yours, God, and not ours.
For the knowledge that you, God, are in our neighborhoods, workplaces, and homes as well as in our church.
For the privilege of worshipping you God, and how it connects us all.
For the stories from scripture that transform our own stories bringing hope, peace, joy, love, and light.
Hear our Prayers.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory forever. Amen

CHILDREN’S MOMENT

Steven Fisher, Family Ministries Director

*SCRIPTURE READING

Jonah 1: 1-12

Jonathan Lowe, Reader

The Lord’s word came to Jonah, Amittai’s son: 2 “Get up and go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry out against it, for
their evil has come to my attention.” 3 So Jonah got up—to flee to Tarshish from the Lord! He went down to Joppa and
found a ship headed for Tarshish. He paid the fare and went aboard to go with them to Tarshish, away from the Lord.
4 But the Lord hurled a great wind upon the sea, so that there was a great storm on the sea; the ship looked like it
might be broken to pieces. 5 The sailors were terrified, and each one cried out to his god. They hurled the cargo that
was in the ship into the sea to make it lighter. Now Jonah had gone down into the hold of the vessel to lie down and
was deep in sleep. 6 The ship’s officer came and said to him, “How can you possibly be sleeping so deeply? Get up! Call
on your god! Perhaps the god will give some thought to us so that we won’t perish.”7 Meanwhile, the sailors said to
each other, “Come on, let’s cast lots so that we might learn who is to blame for this evil that’s happening to us.” They
cast lots, and the lot fell on Jonah. 8 So they said to him, “Tell us, since you’re the cause of this evil happening to us:
What do you do and where are you from? What’s your country and of what people are you?” 9 He said to them, “I’m a
Hebrew. I worship the Lord, the God of heaven—who made the sea and the dry land.” 10 Then the men were terrified
and said to him, “What have you done?” (The men knew that Jonah was fleeing from the Lord, because he had told
them.) 11 They said to him, “What will we do about you so that the sea will become calm around us?” (The sea was continuing to rage.) 12 He said to them, “Pick me up and hurl me into the sea! Then the sea will become calm around you.
I know it’s my fault that this great storm has come upon you.
*SCRIPTURE RESPONSE
One:
All:

Jonathan

Inspired words for beloved people.
Lord, transform us through its hearing.

SERMON

“Eye Witness: Jonah”

Rev. Tammy Heinrich

OFFERING PRAYER AND INVITATION

Suzi

Those wishing to commit their lives to Christ are invited to contact Pastor Nathan at 512-771-2741.
You can give using your smartphone! Text a dollar amount to 84321 and select St. Stephen’s.
Our Communion offering for May will go to Stevens Elementary School.
OFFERTORY

Grace
(by Mark Hayes)

Suzi
Sung by Houston Virtual Choir

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

Tammy and Heather

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Heather

*BENEDICTION
*CLOSING HYMN

In Christ Alone

In Christ alone my hope is found, He is my light, my strength, my song;
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground, firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace, when fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
My Comforter, my All in All, here in the love of Christ I stand.
In Christ alone! – who took on flesh, fullness of God in helpless babe.
This gift of love and righteousness, scorned by the ones He came to save:
Till on that cross as Jesus died, the wrath of God was satisfied –
For every sin on Him was laid; here in the death of Christ I live.
There in the ground His body lay, Light of the world by darkness slain:
Then bursting forth in glorious day up from the grave He rose again!
And as He stands in victory sin’s curse has lost its grip on me,
For I am His and He is mine – bought with the precious blood of Christ.
No guilt in life, no fear in death, this is the power of Christ in me;
From life’s first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny.
No power of hell, no scheme of man, can ever pluck me from His hand:
Till He returns or calls me home, here in the power of Christ I’ll stand.
*Please stand as you are able.

Suzi

Text a dollar amount to 84321 and select St. Stephen’s, or go to stshtx.org/give.

St. Stephen’s is a church with an exciting vision for loving God and our neighbors. If you want to learn more about our
church, more about who Jesus is and why that matters, or just about anything else, Nathan would love to meet with you!
Call or text him at 512.771.2741 to make an appointment.
2003 W.43rd Street, Houston, TX, 77018
(713) 686-8241 | stshtx.org

