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The reopening task force met May 28 to finalize a plan for small group ministry and talk about how things are going. We want to thank 
everyone for their help in making our first Sunday back such a big success!  
 
On June 13, we'll resume small group ministries on-campus, including adult Sunday School. We're working with our Sunday School 
teachers to finalize a schedule and roster of available classes, and we'll have at least one hybrid in-person and virtual option available 
during Sunday School. When we started this long process of coming back together, we committed to ensuring worship be a place that is 
safe for the most vulnerable among us, and including those people has been a top priority. Because children under 12 are still unable to 
be vaccinated, we'll continue to enforce our mask policy during worship services for awhile longer.  
 
Small groups will be encouraged to maintain social distancing and wear masks, but are allowed within their own rooms and spaces to 
make the choices that best fit their own group. We are excited to regather not only for worship, but for fellowship, learning, and service. 
Thanks be to God!  
 
The Reopening Task Force 

Emily Leffler, Chris Barcus, Brenda Paulk, Jim Varnell, Steven Fisher, Suzi Byrd, Heather Velez, Nathan Lonsdale Bledsoe  

Cover photo: The return of in-person worship at St. Stephen’s  

The church accounting team is looking for a volunteer with Quickbooks 
experience to join into our work. If you have experience with Quickbooks 
and are interested in serving the church in this way, please 
email operations@stshtx.org.  

 
 
 

Our reopening task force wants to know what sorts of small groups you are interested in to help them  in their planning. Please take a 
minute to fill out a survey form to let us know what small groups interest you. You can access the form online by following this link:  
 https://stsumc.churchcenter.com/people/forms/253157   
 

If you need help filling out the form, please contact the church office. 
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UM ARMY (July 11-17) 
 
UM ARMY is back and this year we'll be serving the communities of Brazos County and 
spending the week in Bryan, Texas. What do we do at UM ARMY? We respond to the 
needs of our neighbors and provide an opportunity for youth and adults to experience 
Christian growth through service to others. Participants combine their strengths and 
resources to meet home repair and maintenance needs for low-income, elderly and 
disabled homeowners who are physically or financially unable to make needed repairs 
themselves.To register a child, they must have completed the 7th grade. College-aged and 
adult volunteers can also register. Go to https://www.umarmy.net/Registration/
Indv/3672/ to sign up today. 
 
VBS Volunteers Needed 
 
Our volunteer registration is available on stshtx.org/events and there are a number of roles 
and responsibilities to choose from. At the time of writing, we have a particular need for 
shepherds and music teachers but whatever role you are interested in, we can work with!
Our VBS can't happen without you and you are the reason it is so highly thought of. Join 
the team and let's Discover together on Adventure Island.  
 
UMYF 
 
Keep an eye out for a few opportunities this summer for UMYF get-togethers. A change 
was needed because our outside youth 1) go too hot and 2) got way too rainy. Although we 
anticipate being able to meet indoors again soon, we're also exploring other possibilities 
around our neighborhood and city soon. Keep an eye out on your email for more details 
and if you don't currently get our youth emails, send a message to Steven Fisher 
at steven@stshtx.org to be kept in the loop.  
 
 

 

 
A collaboration between the garden angels and some neighbors who were involved with the blessing box has resulted in a beautiful 
vegetable garden on the west side of the church! The produce is for anyone to take, especially our friends using the blessing box to get 
food. Feel free to pick a tomato (or a few weeds!) the next time you're in the area.  

https://www.umarmy.net/Registration/Indv/3672/
https://www.umarmy.net/Registration/Indv/3672/
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The last day of school for JMS students was May 25, which was also graduation day. We will return for our fifty-fifth school year on 
Thursday, September 9, 2021.   

 



Last year in the height of the pandemic, St. Stephen’s needed some help. We were adjusting how we did worship every few weeks in 
order to adapt to new technology and new ideas and ways of doing things, and we needed someone to keep us focused on what about 
worship is most important. The most important part of worship isn’t a sermon, or hymns, or anthems, or liturgy, or even the reading of 
scripture. The most important part of worship is focusing on God and what God is doing in our midst. Pastor Heather was able to join 
our staff part-time and organize our worship and ensure that in the midst of all the craziness, we could stay focused on God. She 
recruited many of you to help with liturgy, and did great work. She also found in us a church she has loved being a part of. God has big 
plans for her next season, and we wanted to share them with you!  
 

Beginning in August, Pastor Heather will be in a CPE residency program through Memorial Hermann hospital — the same residency 
program Pastor Suzi will complete at the end of this Summer. In order to be fully focused on her studies, she will wrap up her time as a 
staff person at St. Stephen’s late this summer. But, like I said, she has loved being a part of our church! So much so, in fact, that she will 
remain affiliated with us. Deacons in extension ministry still have a home church, and we will be Pastor Heather’s. When she’s able, 
she’ll join us for worship and be around, so be sure and say hello!  
 

The board and I are working on our plans for our pastoral staff moving forward, and we’ve got some great things in the works. Be ready 
for an announcement about that soon. But right now, I hope you’ll join me in celebrating the wonderful ways God has blessed us and will 
continue to bless us through Pastor Heather.  

Paz, Nathan 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We are looking for more people to be involved in helping to lead 
our worship services. Our new greeter team, our ushers, and our 
music and worship teams are all looking for new people! Follow 
the link below to fill out the form  and get more involved as a 
worship volunteer: https://stsumc.churchcenter.com/people/
forms/253646 

 
 
New Directory 
 

Our directory project is well underway and if you’ve not updated 
your information and let us know you want to be included in our 
new directory, now is the time to do so! You can update your 
profile online at stsumc.churchcenter.com/directory or contact a 
member of our directory team:  
 

• Colleen Green: 281-448-4269 

• Barbara Lowe: 314-477-3194 
 
 

Update your information: 
stsumc.churchcenter.com/ 
directory/people 



Dwight Allen, Pat Anderson & family, Sherri Anderson, John & Dorothy Artz, the family of Chappie Ashburn, Kathy Ballard, Anita Bishop 
and daughters, Jeanie & Janya; Hilda Bluett (Steven Fisher’s grandmother), Rhonda Boehm, Florence Bowman, Mary Brennan, Rev. Suzi 
Byrd, Arlene Caler, Mark Cass, Delight Clary, Charles Cobler, Chappie & Gloria Collins, Martha Collum, Patricia Creed, Janet Cummins, 
Charles Davenport, David Derr (home hospice), Ed & Pam Dickson, Andrew Drapkin, Angela Earl, Allen Ebelt, Kayla Ebelt, Walter & 
Maurice Ebelt, Megan Eyre, Robert Faltisek, Blaine Fernandez, Steven, Christie & Rachel Fisher; Rod Fisher, Michael Guadagnoli, Kathy 
Gunter, Charm Hensley and son, Daniel; Lola Hensley, Elizabeth Hickerson, Harlis & Curtis Hicks, Dorrie Jackson, Pam Steward & 
family, Penny Loy, Barbara Luikens, Frances Mayberry, Ann McIntire, Henry & Sarah McKinley, Cathy Meyenberg & family, Dian Parker, 
the Patton family, Brenda Paulk, Bob Pickering, Milton & Noni Ray, Gladys Reeve, Rande Richnow, Rogers & Jane Roberts, Terry & 
Sandra Russell, Flora Sandt, Sherleen Skates, Barbara Smith, Meranda Soto, Carol Stone, Tim & Lee Strouse, Hazel Swearingen, Preston 
Taylor, Paul Wieting, Dale Wilson & Donna Ebelt-Wilson, Todd Wilson, David Yarbrough, Rick & Johnny Yarbrough, Carol Yip Choy, 
Judy Zanelli 
  

Social Justice Prayers: The sin of racism and its effects on all of us; Members of the CITGO6: Tomeu Vadell, Gustavo Cardenas, Jorge 
Toledo, Alirio Zambrano, Jose Luis Zambrano, Jose Angel Pereira; and all who are imprisoned or persecuted unjustly 
 

     Allen Clutter      

  Memorial Hermann-Memorial City—Dot Lockhart 

We extend our prayers and sympathy to Cathy Meyenberg and her family upon the death of her husband, Wayne Meyenberg, on April 
27, 2021. Wayne had been battling cancer for the past few years. He and Cathy are former members of St. Stephen’s who moved to 
Comanche, Texas, in 2013 after retiring. A celebration of Wayne’s life was held on May 15 at the First United Methodist Church of 
Holliday, Texas. 

Our sympathy and prayers are also extended to Pam Steward and her family upon the death of her son, Dwayne Carl Johnson. Dwayne 
passed away on May 5, 2021, at the age of 55, following a long hospitalization due to diabetes complications. A memorial service will be 
held for Dwayne on Saturday, June 19, at 11:00 am at his home church, Concordia Lutheran Church, 4115 Blalock Road, Houston, Texas. 

We are saddened to announce that Chappie Ashburn passed away May 7, 2021, just nine days before her ninety-eighth birthday. She 
joined St. Stephen’s in 1957 along with her husband, Jim, and was an active member, participating in many church events, until moving 
to Sealy, Texas, in 2014 to live with her daughter, Barbara Crayne, also a long-time member of St. Stephen’s. Chappie volunteered for the 
Oak Forest Girl Scout program and at MANNA’s resale store for several years. A private graveside service was held for her on May 13 at 
Memorial Oaks Cemetery in Houston, Texas.  

 

Congratulations to Elena Carlsson who will graduate from 
Heights High School on June 11, 2021! She will attend Princeton 
University in the fall. We are so proud of Elena, as are her 
parents, Carl and Cayce Carlsson! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Following up on our original announcement in last month’s 
Evangel, and for those who missed it, on May 20th Gwen Hunt 
was presented with the Dr. Ronald H. Sunderland Volunteer of 
the Year Award by CarePartners Texas for her service as Co-Care 
Team Leader of The Gathering Place ministry at St. Stephen’s. 
Gwen continued to reach out to families throughout the 
pandemic. Read more about it on our Facebook page. 
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