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“Make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world” is the mission statement of the United Methodist 
Church. It’s also the mission statement for St. Stephen’s, and we try and align what it is we do to this idea. But if you were 
talking to someone who isn’t already immersed in church culture, do you think they would immediately grasp what this 
mission statement means? Or for that matter, how confident are you in your understanding of what it means to be a 
disciple, or transform the world?  
 

If you look at St. Stephen’s Instagram bio (@stshtx), you’ll see the phrase “follow Jesus, change the world.” While it’s not 
exactly the same as “make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world,” I think it conveys the heart of that 
message in words a little easier for all of us to put into action. Because I truly believe that if more of us commit to following 
Jesus, we can’t help but change the world.  
 

This year’s stewardship and vision series, “Follow Jesus, Change the World” stars on January 23 and carries us through 
February. We’ll be following the beginnings of Jesus’s earthly ministry in the Gospel of Luke and contemplating what it 
means to truly follow after Him. Commitment Sunday will be on February 20, but pledge cards and the online pledge form 
will be available by mid-January. We’ll be considering how it looks to live the lives Jesus is calling us to live. I hope you’ll be 
able to join us!  
 
Paz, Nathan 

Please submit dates, pictures and information for the  
February 2022 Evangel by January 24th to info@stsumc.org.  

Happy New Year everyone! In this new year, we welcome three 

new members to our board of stewards: Kelly Garwood, 

Rebekkah Sandt, and Pam Steward. They will join our board for 

our annual retreat on January 15, I invite you to be in prayer some 

time that day for wisdom and guidance as we consider the 

coming year and how to best lead our church. I would also invite 

you to offer words of gratitude to our outgoing board members, 

Chris Barcus, Jonathan Lowe, and Donna Ebelt-Wilson. While all 

three of these wonderful folks may be rolling off of the board, 

they're all still very active in the life of the church. Thanks for a 

great three years of Board leadership!  

Cover Photo:  Family Christmas Eve service at Oak Forest Park  

Congratulations to Steven and Christie Fisher, and 
big sister, Rachel, who will welcome a new little 
addition to their family in May, 2022. 
 
Our congratulations are also extended to Bryan and 
Sydney McDaniel, who are expecting their first child, 
in June, 2022. 
 
We can’t wait to meet and welcome these new little 
members in 2022, and celebrate their arrival with 
their families! 

mailto:info@stsumc.org


 

December Family Ministries Recap 
 

After a year and a half of highly altered ministry, December really felt like we were running full speed in Family Ministries. 
Here is what we got up to: 
 

Stevens Christmas Baskets - Between Stevens Elementary and a local 
apartment complex, we were able to provide food and gifts for almost fifty 
children. The last of the boxes was delivered eight days before Christmas. A 
big thanks to Carolyn Geno, Colleen Green, Mary Wallace, and Candice Croker 
who helped with the food packing. We're also grateful for the support of our 
financial sponsors without whom, this ministry would not be possible. This list 
includes (but is not limited to) Marek, Mr. and Mrs. J. Adler, Gladys Reeve, 
and Gayle Page. With their help and all of the support and prayers from the 
congregation, we were hopefully able to bring some comfort and joy to some 
beloved local families who needed a little help this year.  
 

Christmas UMYF Party - Thirteen youth took part in our 

Christmas UMYF party this year. They played games (pin the nose 

on Rudolph, Santa Beard relay - it had vaseline and cotton balls -, 

and others), ate party food cooked by Rev. Nathan, and took part 

in a White Elephant gift exchange. To top it all off, we took a 

traditional Christmas "family" picture in front of the tree in the 

Fellowship Hall in pajamas (their idea). UMYF will return on 

January 23rd.  

Messy Christmas - Over thirty children and their adults took 

part in our annual Messy Christmas. They expertly made eight 

different crafts, devoured a hot dog dinner, told us their favorite 

part about Christmas (outside of Jesus), and led our congregation 

in worship. If you've never been, Messy Church would love to see 

you. Don't take my word for it, ask any of the adults who weren't 

sure what Messy Church was and who now come every month.  

The spring season of Messy Church will return on February 8th.  

Young Adult Christmas Party - Several families and young 

adults took part in 2021's Young Adult Christmas Party at Great 

Heights Brewing Co. In addition to the games, movies, and good 

company, we also had a white elephant gift exchange. Prize pick 

went to Rev. Nathan who took home a 3ft tall cardboard cut-out of 

his own face.  

 

Coming Up 

Messy Church February - As mentioned earlier, Messy Church will return on February 8th, 2022 (the first time I've 

written the year). We'll have our usual mix of games, activities, dinner for all of the family, and interactive child-led 

worship. 

Certification in Practical Ministry - I (Steven) will be taking my second and third classes for my Certification in 

Practical Ministry through Perkins School of Theology at SMU. These intensive courses will take place in Dallas between 

January 6-14. I appreciate any prayers that you are able to send my way as I continue my education and better learn how to 

share the gospel with families, youth, and children. I am also grateful to work for a church that supports equipping their 

staff with the tools they need to improve their ministry fields.  

Messy Christmas 

UMYF Christmas Party 

Christmas Basket Mission Project 



 

 

    

 

 

 

   New Year’s    

          Day 
 

Communion 

 2nd Sunday  
after Christmas 

 

10:30am— 
Traditional Wor-
ship Service-Sanc 

(No Sunday 
School today) 

   HISD & JMS 
        Students  
Return to Class 

  

 
         
 
 
 

 

Epiphany      

         Sunday 

 

9:30am—Sunday 
School, Confir-
mation Classes 

 

11am—Worship 
 

 Report Day 

 

 JMS Snow                                   

             Day 

 

 

 

 11:30am—

Red Hats Lunch-
eon, Katz’s in the    
        Heights 
 

 

  9:30am—  

 Sunday School,   
  Confirmation  
       Classes  

 

 11am—Worship 
 

 

 

 

 

No Classes   

  for HISD/JMS 
 

 

 

 

  

Steward-

ship Campaign       
        Begins 
     9:30am—  
 Sunday School,     
Confirm. Classes 
 11am—Worship 

       5pm—UMYF 
 

February               

  2022 Newsletter  
 Deadline  

 

 
 

JMS Chapel  

9:30am—   

 Sunday School,   
  Confirmation 

Classes  

 

11am—Worship 

11:30am—   

    Fun4Seniors  
  Luncheon, FH 

  

Worship Times 

Sunday School— 
 Sunday, 9:30 am, Education Bldg 
Traditional Service— 
 Sunday, 11:00 am, Sanctuary 
Virtual Service—11:00 am, on Facebook and     

      YouTube 

This calendar features highlights from our church schedule 
of events. For a more detailed calendar or to learn more 

about our church visit stshtx.org or call the church office.  
 

For a list of recurring events, please see the next page. 
*Register for events at stshtx.org 

 



 

Red Hats Luncheon 
 

The Red Hats will hold their next monthly luncheon on Saturday, January 15, at 
11:30am at Katz’s in the Heights, 2200 N. Shepherd Drive. Women of all ages are 
welcome to join us. Please RSVP to Bobbie Luedke, hostess for January, at 713-
862-1391 or reluedke@yahoo.com 
 

The Rambling Reds of St. Stephen’s meet monthly, usually on the first or second 
Saturday, to support and encourage women in their pursuit of fun, friendship, 
freedom, fulfillment and fitness.  
 

The Gathering Place 
 

We are excited to announce that The Gathering Place will resume monthly 
meetings at St. Stephen’s on Monday, March 14!  The Gathering Place is a 
ministry for persons with Alzheimer’s and other types of memory loss, and their 
caregivers. Our volunteers lead our guests in fun activities, including games, 
music, crafts and fitness, and serve them lunch, all at no charge. Caregivers may 
choose to stay and participate in the activities, or use the time for a break or to 
take care of personal needs.  
 

It takes several volunteers to make this ministry successful. We are so grateful to 
our team of dedicated volunteers! If you are interested in volunteering for The 
Gathering Place, please contact the coordinator, Gwen Hunt, at 
ghunt226@gmail.com, or contact the church office.   
 

Flurries and Fun Luncheon 
 

Harris County Precinct 4 will sponsor a Fun4Seniors Luncheon in the fellowship 
hall at St. Stephen’s at 11:30 am on Monday, January 31. The luncheon is open to 
all adults age 50 and better. A catered lunch will be served at a cost of $10 per 
person. The menu will include chicken and dumplings, green beans, glazed 
carrots and apple pie. Live entertainment is also included in the cost of your 
meal. Please RSVP and make your payment to Fun4Seniors online at 
www.hcp4.net/encore/events or by calling 713-274-4050. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday School—Sun., 9:30am,  
     Educational Bldg 
Worship—Sun., 11am, Sanctuary & Online 
Narcotics Anonymous—Mon. & Wed., noon;  
     Thurs., 8pm; Saturday, 8pm 
Boy Scouts Troop 604—Mon., 7pm, SH 
Johnson Memorial School (JMS) Classes— 
     Tues., Wed., Thurs., 9am-1pm,  
     Educational Bldg 
Line Dancing Class—Tues & Fri, 9:30 am, FH 
Staff Meeting—Tues., 1pm, Church Office 
JMS Dance, Soccer Shots—Tues., 1pm, FH 
Sea Scouts Ship 24—Tues., 7:30pm, SH 
Senior Games—Wed., 9:30am, Café 
JMS Stay-N-Play—Wed., 1-3pm, FH & Ed Bldg. 
Prayer Shawl Ministry—Thurs., 10am, Rm 112 
JMS Gymnastics—Thurs., 1pm, FH 
 
 

Bible Study & Sermon Conversation— 
     1st & 3rd Sunday, 5pm, Great Heights                
     Brewing Company, 938 Wakefield Dr. 
     Next meeting: TBD (Please call the office.) 
UMYF (United Methodist Youth Fellow-      
     ship) —2nd & 4th Sunday, 5pm 
     Next meeting: January 23  
Girl Scouts—2nd & 4th Monday, 10am, 201 
Girl Scouts—2nd & 4th Tues., 6pm, Rm 200 
 

 

The Gathering Place—second Monday,  
     10am-FH (a ministry for persons with 
     Alzheimer’s & their caregivers) 
     Next Gathering: March 14 
Girl Scouts—1st Saturday, 2:30, Room 201 
Red Hats Luncheon—1st or 2nd Saturday 
     (usually, may vary)  
     Next meeting: January 15, 11:30am at 
     Katz’s in the Heights, 2200 N. Shepherd Dr . 
      
 

Confirmation Classes—Sun., 9:30 am, 
     Educational Bldg (see church calendar) 
Fun4Seniors Luncheon—on a Monday of 
     every other month (varies), 11:30, FH 
     (RSVP to Fun4Seniors at 713-274-4050.) 
     Next luncheon: January 31 
Harris County Parent/Child Visitation— 
     1st, 3rd & 5th Saturday, 8am-2pm, FH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FH=Fellowship Hall   CR=Choir Room    
SH=Scout House    

For more information, visit stshtx.org.  



Christmastide 

This is the second season of the liturgical calendar year and runs from December 25 to January 5. It is sometimes referred 
to as the 12 days of Christmas. The colors are white and gold. In the church library, we represent this time with a white 
cloth in the manger to signifying that the Christ Child has come into the world. There is a song about the Twelve Days of 
Christmas that tradition accredits the secret meaning to Catholic clerics trying to teach the tenants of the church to people 
during a time of persecution. The partridge is Jesus, two doves the Old and New Testament, three French hens are faith 
hope and love. The song continues with other coded references for the rest of the song. The true love is God! Christmas 
may be on December 25 but Christmastide continues for eleven more days (sorry but we don’t do gifts all 12 days!) As we 
continue through Christmastide think about the meaning behind the Twelve Days of Christmas song and remember what 
this time is all about - Christ coming into the world to save us from our sins. (This article was written by Susan Barcus, 
leader of our Tuesday afternoon virtual Bible study.) 

Epiphany 

The name Epiphany comes from the Greek epiphaneia, meaning “appearance” or “manifestation,” and refers to the 
manifestation of Jesus Christ to the world. The holiday is also called the Feast of Epiphany, Theophany, or Three Kings’ 
Day. 

Epiphany Day is on January 6 and commemorates the visit by the Magi to the infant Jesus. Epiphany is one of the three 
principal and oldest festival days of the Christian church (the other two are Easter and Christmas). In the Methodist 
Church the Epiphany season runs from Epiphany Day until Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent. 

Already, at this very early stage in the story of Jesus, we are invited to understand that God’s love reaches beyond 
traditional boundaries to people who are not part of our own community.  

White is the color of both Easter and Christmas (including the Feast of the Epiphany). It is the color of celebration, joy, 
and peace. With the color gold, white symbolizes the greatest of God in the world, specifically His incarnation into this 
world at Christmas, and His triumph over death and evil at Easter. (Written by Barbara Spengler, a member of the Tuesday 
afternoon Bible Study.) 

 

January Communion Offering  

In Person Virtual 
(Registered) 

YouTube 
Views 

Facebook 
Views 

November 28 85 13 73 N/A 

December 5 78 14 75 63 

December 12 75 17 68 84 

December 19 65 10 41 74 

December 26 30 16 54 73 

Christmas Eve, 
December 24 (2pm) 

(6:30pm) 

 
30 
77 
 

 
— 
27 

 
— 
67 

 
— 
141 

 

 



We extend our prayers and sympathy to Dorothy Artz and her family upon the passing of her sister, Cathy Tiemann, on 
December 16, 2021. Cathy’s funeral service was held on December 28 at Advent Lutheran Church in Houston where she 
served as secretary for nearly twenty years.  
 

 

Debra Akin, Dwight Allen, John & Dorothy Artz and family, Betty Beyer, Anita Bishop and daughters, Jeanie & Janya; Hilda 
Bluett (Steven Fisher’s grandmother), Rhonda Boehm, Florence Bowman, Mary Brennan, Phyllis Burnette, Arlene Caler, 
Frank & Kathy Chambers, Chappie & Gloria Collins, Janet Cummins, Charles Davenport, Angela Earl, Allen Ebelt, Kayla 
Ebelt, Maurice Ebelt, Mary Gail Ellis, Megan Eyre, Robert Faltisek, Blaine Fernandez, Bert & Charm Hensley, and Daniel 
Hernandez; Glenn Hickerson, Gina & Jacqueline Kouma, Dorrie Jackson, Dot Lockhart, Penny Loy, William Martin, 
Brittany & Lacee McCullough, Ann McIntire, Carol Owens, Dian Parker, Brenda Paulk, Eddie Pollard, Milton & Noni Ray, 
Jane Roberts, the Sandt family, Barbara Smith, Meranda Soto, Hazel Swearingen, Preston Taylor, Linda Warren, Paul 
Wieting, Dale Wilson, Todd Wilson, David Wright, Rick and Michelle Yarbrough, Judy Zanelli 
  

Social Justice Prayers: The sin of racism and its effects on all of us; Members of the CITGO6: Tomeu Vadell, Gustavo 
Cardenas, Jorge Toledo, Alirio Zambrano, Jose Luis Zambrano, Jose Angel Pereira; and all who are imprisoned or 
persecuted unjustly 
 

  Allen Clutter        Brookdale Heights—Frances Mayberry (rehab)  

                                                                                                                    Encompass Health Rehabilitation-Cypress—Tricia Wright Halley  

 



 

December is always a month to remember in any preschool! We 
started a great new tradition called Donuts with Dad (or father 
figures/uncles/grandpas/etc) in our front parking lot to kick off the 
holiday festivities and the weather could not have been better. The 
kids created “I donut know what I’d do without you” photo party 
favors for their special guests and everyone enjoyed the sweet treat at 
the start of our school day. We are grateful for JMS mom Kris Del 
Prete and JMS Helping Teacher Tana Taylor for organizing this new 
event. 

The Christmas festivities were marked with several big events, 
including our beloved Pajama Day; a guest from the Houston Grand 
Opera, Pastor Nathan and Steven all made it a day to remember for 
our kids through stories they sang and read, respectively. We love 
books and it was such a great way to tie it all together with the holidays. Students then had the opportunity to prepare hot 
cocoa (through careful measuring and counting) with long-time JMS Helping Teacher, Sandy Plasek - some may have 
ended up in their bellies but much of the chocolate and marshmallows ended up all over their cute cheeks! Music Teacher 
Brenda Paulk then worked diligently with our oldest two classes to bring back our first live nativity play since 2019 (it was 
done on Zoom last Christmas) and parents were thrilled to celebrate the occasion with us in the St. Stephen’s sanctuary. 

Due to low enrollment with the ongoing pandemic (we are currently at 50 out of 57 capacity), our fundraising efforts 
continue each month in partnership with community businesses. In early December, JMS teachers and parents enjoyed a 
“Spirit Night” at Kendra Scott where 20% of all jewelry purchases for the evening came back to our little school. It was a 
fun Moms’ Night Out with a great turnout! The next event is all day Tuesday, January 4 at Love Bug’s Indoor Playground - 
bring your toddler to play anytime that day and 20% of ALL purchases will go to Johnson Memorial, including party 
packages, toys, play passes, you name it — whether in-person or online! 

Enrollment for Fall 2022 begins on Feb 1 for church members and returning JMS families; registration details can be found 
on our website or by reaching out to Candice Croker at JMS@stsumc.org. All new students to JMS and community 
members may enroll starting on March 1. 

mailto:JMS@stsumc.org
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