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Last Sunday, we started our Easter season worship series, "Called." In this series, 
we'll continue the practice we started during Lent of reading two scriptures each 
week, one from the Gospels and a second reading, usually from Acts this series. 
Come and be transformed by the stories of those who encountered Jesus and 
understood that they were called. We're all called by God to serve in some way, 
how is God calling you?  

Worship Leader, Acolyte, Usher, and Greeter training PIZZA PARTY: May 29 after the worship service 
 

We've heard from a lot of people that they would like to help lead worship, but aren't sure where to start. Well, do we have 
an opportunity for you! Join us Sunday, May 29, after our worship service to learn more about being a part of our worship 
ministry. If you want to acolyte, be a liturgist, an usher or greeter, help with decorating the altar, serve communion, lead 
songs, or anything else worship related, this is an event for you. 
 

We'll also have pizza and some great fellowship for anyone who participates. Register at stshtx.org/events so we have 
plenty of food. 
 
U.M. ARMY - Every year, U.M. ARMY is one of our mission foci and we encourage people to give to support our trip. This 
year, we'll be taking another mixed-age (junior and senior high) trip to Crockett, Texas in July. I'm biased, of course, but 
U.M. ARMY is one of the most meaningful and life-changing ministries in all of United Methodism. U.M. ARMY works 
hard to keep the costs down for participants, but with the rising costs of construction materials, we're only able to do that 
through the support of participating congregations. Throughout this month, we'll have different ways for you to support 
our students and the Crockett community.  

Texas Annual Conference - The end of this month marks the gathering of the 2022 Texas Annual (Regional) Conference, 
when leaders from around Houston and across East Texas gather to worship, commission and ordain pastors, and attend 
to the business of the church. There's quite a bit that could happen at this year's conference, so be on the lookout for a 
report back/town hall meeting with our delegation in June. Our church has six people who will be attending this year's 
conference:  

Clergy: Nathan Lonsdale Bledsoe, Heather Velez, and Suzi Byrd (note: while Suzi is no longer on staff at St. Stephen's, 
she still affiliates with us as her "church home") 

Lay: Dan Barcus, David Massey, Steven Fisher  

Paz, Nathan 

Please submit dates, pictures and information for the  
June 2022 Evangel by May 23rd to info@stsumc.org.  

Cover Photo: Holy Week Events at St. Stephen ’s 

Congratulations to Steven and Christie Fisher upon the arrival of the 
newest member of their family! Sadie Ann Fisher was born at 8:03 a.m. on 
April 27, 2022, weighing 7 pounds, 6 ounces; and measuring 20 1/2 inches. 
 
Big sister, Rachel Fisher, and grandmother, Karen Alford, are happy to 
welcome Sadie, too! 
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Volunteer Opportunities 

Fine Arts Camp - (7/24-28) is back this summer at St. Stephen's 
and we could use you! Fine Arts Camp welcomes dozens of 
creative children into a variety of classes over the space of five 
days. Kids will take classes in art, music, dance, drama, and 
more. In order to continue the success of Fine Arts Camp, we 
rely on a dedicated and talented team of volunteers. If you 
believe you fit the bill or even if you're unsure (we believe in 
you), you can help us out in a variety of roles. These include: 
Class teachers, Class assistants, Chaperones, Kitchen Assistants, 
and more. Volunteers must have completed the sixth grade and 
are able to pass a background check. Children of volunteers 
attend Fine Arts Camp for free! Register now at www.stshtx.org/events 
 

VBS Volunteers - Food trucks are an integral part of the Houston food scene and with your help, we'll bring some 
of that flavor to our VBS. Not only are volunteers the workforce and backbone of a successful VBS but more importantly, 
they ensure that the kids who come to our church are safe. More than any other number, the amount of volunteers dictates 
just how many children we are able to enroll in our VBS. If you can help all week or some part of it, we have a role for 
you.You can work as a classroom assistant, a chaperone, in the kitchen, the Bible Village, as a music leader, a crafts leader, 
a storyteller, or a stage performer. If you can help in any way, please consider registering at www.stshtx.org/events  
 

Lakeview Volunteers - This year Lakeview is requiring that each church provides an adult volunteer per every 
five children attending from that church. If you think you would be interested in spending an awesome week with some 
great kids, you can volunteer to be a camp counselor. All of your fees will be covered. All you need to do is pack up, show 
up, and have a blast. Let Steven Fisher know at steven@stshtx.org if you want in!  
 

Summer Camps 

Lakeview - A stay-away summer camp that takes place over five days and four nights near Palestine, Texas. Children 
entering the third grade in Fall 2022 and teens who have recently graduated high school are eligible to go. As a Christ-
centered camp, students will learn about Jesus in dynamic worship services, lively small groups, and creative workshops. 
And in their (ample) free time, they can tackle the ropes course, slide down a giant water slide, learn archery, ride bikes, 
shoot paintball, and more.The cost for Lakeview is $440. Scholarships are available through Lakeview Methodist 
Conference Center. If you are interested and are in need of a scholarship, email Steven Fisher. Registration is completed 
through Lakeview's website (https://lakeviewmcc.org/summer-camp/) Our group will be attending the week of June 13-17.  
 

UM ARMY - Responding to the needs of our neighbors is a primary missional focus but United Methodist Action 
Reach-out Mission by Youth also provides an opportunity for youth and adults to experience Christian growth through 
service to others. Participants combine their strengths and resources to meet home repair and maintenance needs for low-
income, elderly and disabled homeowners who are physically or financially unable to make needed repairs themselves. Our 
UM ARMY will be in Crockett, Texas this summer beginning on Sunday, July 10th, and finishing on Saturday, July 16th. 
Registration can be found at www.stshtx.org/events  
 

High Voltage Rock Camp -  High Voltage Rock Camp is coming to St. Stephen's! This camp is currently in its 
tenth year and is well established in the Houston area. The camp is run by two Oak Forest Elementary teachers and 
employs high skilled musical instructors who will guide the students to create a band, a song, and a logo amongst many 
other activities. The camp will take place July 18-22 from 9-4 PM. Students between ages 8 and 17 are eligible to take part. 
More details and a registration link can be found at stshtx.org/events  
 

Fine Arts Camp - After three years away Fine Arts Camp returns this summer. Fine Arts Camp is an evening camp 
that takes place between 5:30-7:30 for five days between Sunday, July 24-28th. All students (K-6th grade) will take art and 
music, and they'll get to add an elective class to their week. Electives in the past have included dance, drama, photography, 
cooking, and ukelele. Fine Arts Camp registration is open now! It can be found at stshtx.org/events  

 
 

Steven Fisher, Family Ministries Director 
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*see page 2 

 

 

Worship Times 

Sunday School— 
 Sunday, 9:30 am, Education Bldg 
Traditional Service— 
 Sunday, 11:00 am, Sanctuary 
Virtual Service—11:00 am, on Facebook and     

      YouTube 

This calendar features highlights from our church schedule 
of events. For a more detailed calendar or to learn more 

about our church visit stshtx.org or call the church office.  
 

For a list of recurring events, please see the next page. 
*Register for events at stshtx.org 

 

CR=Choir Room    FH=Fellowship Hall    Sanc=Sanctuary 

JMS Teacher Appreciation Week 

JMS Parent/Teacher Conferences 

Texas Annual Conference 2022 



Sunday School—Sun., 9:30am,  
     Educational Bldg 
Worship—Sun., 11am, Sanctuary & Online 
Kingdom Story Fellowship—Sun., 4pm, 
     101 & Toddler Room 
Narcotics Anonymous—Mon. & Wed., noon;  
     Thurs., 8pm; Saturday, 8pm 
Boy Scouts Troop 604—Mon., 7pm, SH 
Zoom Bible Study—Tues., 3pm 
GriefShare—Tues., 6pm, 101  
Johnson Memorial School (JMS) Classes— 
     Tues., Wed., Thurs., 9am-1pm,  
     Educational Bldg 
Line Dancing Class—Tues & Fri, 9:30 am, FH 
Staff Meeting—Tues., 1pm, Church Office 
JMS Dance, Soccer Shots—Tues., 1pm, FH 
Sea Scouts Ship 24—Tues., 7:30pm, SH 
Senior Games—Wed., 9:30am, Café 
JMS Stay-N-Play—Wed., 1-3pm, FH & Ed Bldg. 
Prayer Shawl Ministry—Thurs., 10am, Rm 112 
JMS Gymnastics—Thurs., 1pm, FH 

 
 

Bible Study & Sermon Conversation— 
     1st & 3rd Sunday, 5pm, Great Heights                
     Brewing Company, 938 Wakefield Dr. 
     *Special meeting times in May: 
     Monday, May 2, 6:30pm 
     Sunday, May 15, 5pm 
UMYF (United Methodist Youth Fellow-      
     ship) Sunday, 5pm 
     Next meeting: May 22  
Girl Scouts—2nd & 4th Monday, 10am, 201 
Girl Scouts—2nd & 4th Tues., 6pm, Rm 200 

 

 

The Gathering Place—second Monday,  
     10am, FH (a ministry for persons with 
     Alzheimer’s & their caregivers) 
     Next Gathering: May 9 
Girl Scouts—1st Saturday, 2:30, Room 201 
Red Hats Luncheon—1st or 2nd Saturday,    
     Next meeting: May 14 at Harold’s in the  
     Heights (see details in green box to the left) 

           
 

Harris County Parent/Child Visitation— 
     1st, 3rd & 5th Saturday, 8am-2pm, FH 
     (with a few variations during the year) 

 
 
 
 
 

FH=Fellowship Hall   CR=Choir Room    
SH=Scout House   

 

Board of Stewards Meeting - You are welcome to join us this month, or any 
month, for our board meeting! The May meeting is May 25 at 7 p.m. If you'd 
like to join us, we ask that you RSVP ahead of time so that we can ensure all 
personnel matters are lumped together, as personnel discussions (like SPRC in 
our old structure) remain confidential. If you'd like to attend a meeting, please 
email Nathan (nathan@stshtx.org) or our chair Emily Leffler 
(emilybarra@yahoo.com). Thanks!  
 

Great Heights Study in May—We will have a change of schedule for our first 
meeting in May. Instead of the first Sunday, we will be meeting on Monday, 
May 2, at 6:30 pm. Our second meeting will follow the regular schedule on the 
third Sunday, May 15, at 5 pm. All are welcome to join Pastor Nathan for ser-
mon conversation and further study of the Scriptures from the Sunday morn-
ing worship service. Great Heights is located at 938 Wakefield Drive.  
 

Red Hats Luncheon—The Rambling Reds of St. Stephen’s meet monthly on 
the first or second Saturday to support and encourage women of all ages in 
their pursuit of fun, friendship, freedom, fulfillment and fitness.  Our next 
luncheon will be held May 14 at 11:30 am at Harold’s in the Heights, 350 West 
19th Street, Suite C. Please RSVP to Bobbie Luedke, this month’s hostess, at 713
-862-1391 or reluedke@yahoo.com. 
 

Blessing Box for Pets - You may have noticed that we 
have a new box on the west end of campus near our 
blessing box. It's also a blessing box, but for peoples' 
pets! Many people who are struggling have to make 
difficult decisions about how to feed themselves and 
their furry friends. If you have pet food, supplies, or 
treats you'd like to share with neighbors, feel free to 
put them in this new box! Our regular blessing box 
continues to function, too!  

DSAH Sock Hop—St. Stephen’s will host a dance sponsored by the Down 
Syndrome Association of Houston on Saturday, May 7, from 6 to 9 pm, in the 
fellowship hall. Persons with Down Syndrome or any type of disability are wel-
come to attend. Registration is required. Please visit dsah.org or call 713-682-
7237 for more information and to register. 

mailto:nathan@stshtx.org
mailto:emilybarra@yahoo.com


In Person Virtual 
(Registered) 

YouTube 
Views 

Facebook 
Views 

April 3 59 15 74 82 

April 10 (Palm Sunday) 73 13 122 68 

April 17 (Easter): 8:00 am 

                              11:00 am 

95 

140 

 

15 

 

73 

 

82 

April 24 62 12 51 56 

We are saddened to announce the passing of Frances Mayberry on April 16, 2022. For several 
years, Frances faithfully encouraged our homebound members and friends, as well as staff 
members, with get-well wishes, and cards for birthdays and other special occasions. She 
continued to do so even after health issues made it necessary for her to move to a nursing care 
facility. A graveside service was held for Frances on April 27 at Woodlawn Cemetery.  

 
 
 
 
 

Our prayers and sympathy are extended to Elizabeth Hickerson and her family upon the passing of 
her husband, Glenn Hickerson, on April 12, 2022. Glenn and Elizabeth joined St. Stephen’s by 
transfer of membership from St. Timothy’s UMC in 2014, and were active members until making a 
recent move to Tomball, Texas. A funeral service was held for Glenn on April 23 at American 
Heritage Funeral Home in Houston, Texas.  

Debra Akin, Dwight Allen, John & Dorothy Artz, Betty Beyer, the Bickel family, Anita Bishop and daughters, Jeanie & 
Janya; Hilda Bluett (Steven Fisher’s grandmother), Florence Bowman, Mary Brennan, Emalyn Buchtien (hospice), Phyllis 
Burnette, Arlene Caler, Frank & Kathy Chambers, Chappie & Gloria Collins, Janet Cummins, Angela Earl, Allen Ebelt, Kayla 
Ebelt, Maurice Ebelt, Mary Gail Ellis, Megan Eyre, Irene Fallen, Robert Faltisek, Blaine Fernandez, the family of Louise 
Glaze, Tricia Halley, Bert & Charm Hensley, and Daniel Hernandez; Lola Hensley, the Hickerson family, Tyler & Evy Hicks, 
Gina & Jacqueline Kouma, Dorrie Jackson, Dot Lockhart, Penny Loy, William Martin,  Brittany & Lacee McCullough, Ed 
Mills, Carol Owens, Dian Parker, Doris Parr, Brenda Paulk, Kelsey Paulk, Eddie Pollard, Milton & Noni Ray, Jane Roberts, 
the Sandt family, Barbara Smith, Meranda Soto, Hazel Swearingen, Alisa Tackett, Preston Taylor, Linda Warren, Paul 
Wieting, Dale Wilson, Todd Wilson,  Richard & Linda Wren, Rick Yarbrough, Judy Zanelli 
  

Social Justice Prayers: The sin of racism and its effects on all of us; Members of the CITGO6: Tomeu Vadell, Alirio 
Zambrano, Jose Luis Zambrano, Jose Angel Pereira; and all who are imprisoned or persecuted unjustly 
 

  Allen Clutter                           Cypress Point Health & Wellness - David Wright (rehab) 



Our school year is flying by so quickly! Early in April, we took our first field trip by school bus since the fall of 2019 and it 
was just as spectacular for our students as you can imagine – we took over the Downtown Aquarium on a gorgeous spring 
day and saw all sorts of amazing sea life, had the opportunity to feed the stingrays their favorite snack, rode the train and 
selected our favorite animal to ride on for the carousel, and then enjoyed a picnic lunch with all our buddies outside!  

A few days later, we had the pleasure of welcoming the Houston Audubon Society back to JMS. The program this year 
focused on animals who hatch out of eggs! The children’s faces when Ms. Mary Anne pulled out a wide variety of animals 
that morning was truly mesmerizing. We had the chance to get to know Ms. Marsha (the three toed box turtle), along with 
Maverick (the ball python from Africa), and his buddy Ms. Pickles (the marsupial opossum) and Geddy (the nocturnal barn 
owl) who was not to thrilled to be attached to Ms. Mary Anne’s arm and was eager to show our students how he wanted to 
fly around the Fellowship Hall! Incredible programs like this are funded by generous parent and church member donations 
along with our monthly Spirit Nights at local businesses – we are so blessed to be able to have these available to our 
students, even when our enrollment is a little low due to the pandemic. 

Easter is always a special time in this preschool as we were able to host chapel with students and parents – Pastor Nathan 
and Steven participate with us each month and the children enjoy getting to know them better. An Easter egg hunt took 
place on the playground and each class had their memorable class party complete with ice cream. 

In celebration of Earth Day, our students and parent chaperones will head over to TC Jester park in the coming days for a 
nature scavenger hunt, cloud watching, leaf and bark rubbings, and watering of special flowers along the way. We are 
excited to see all the improvements to be made at the playground there in the coming months! 

As our school year comes to an end on Thursday, May 19, we want to emphasize how much we appreciate the support of 
this great church staff and so many church members who check on us regularly after dancing, knitting, playing games, or 
just stopping by during our busy school days. We appreciate your prayers for this sweet preschool and are happy to report 
that we’ve had a fabulous school year all together again for year #54! 

 
 
Registration for the 2022-2023 school year is now open for 3-5 year old students and we 
have a few spaces left! Spots will be filled in our five classes on a first-come, first-serve 
basis. Enrollment forms are available on the church website and any questions can be 
answered by reaching out to the Director (Candice Croker) at JMS@stsumc.org  
 

mailto:JMS@stsumc.org


RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


