


 
WELCOME                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                 
PASSING OF THE PEACE                                                                                                                                                           
 
PRELUDE                                                             Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross 
                                                                                          (by William H. Doane) 
                                                                  

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Adapted from Psalm 67) 
                                                                                                                                                                       

Leader: May God be gracious that your way may be known upon earth, your saving power among all nations. 
All: May God be gracious to us and bless us, and make his face to shine upon us. 

       Leader: Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity 
  and guide the nations upon earth. 

All: May God be gracious to us and bless us, and make his face to shine upon us. 
Leader:  May God continue to bless us; let all the ends of the earth revere him.  
All: May God be gracious to us and bless us, and make his face to shine upon us. Amen! 
 

*OPENING HYMN                                                          My Hope Is Built                                                                                UMH 368 
 

   1. My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus' blood and righteousness.                                      
     I dare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly lean on Jesus' name.                                          

   On Christ the solid rock I stand, all other ground is sinking sand;                                        
all other ground is sinking sand. 

 

   2. When darkness veils his lovely face, I rest on his unchanging grace.                                       
           In every high and stormy gale,  my anchor holds within the veil.                                                  

   On Christ the solid rock I stand, all other ground is sinking sand;                                       
 all other ground is sinking sand.  

 

                  3. His oath, his covenant, his blood supports me in the whelming flood. 
                                                     When all around my soul gives way, he then is all my hope and stay. 

   On Christ the solid rock I stand, all other ground is sinking sand;                                        
all other ground is sinking sand.  

 

  4. When he shall come with trumpet sound, O may I then in him be found!                        
               Dressed in his righteousness alone, faultless to stand before the throne!                                   

   On Christ the solid rock I stand, all other ground is sinking sand;                                       
 all other ground is sinking sand. 

 
*AFFIRMATION                                                 St. Stephen’s Affirmation of Faith                                                        

 

We believe in God who claims us as beloved children  
 whose love unites us when the world would divide us. 
We believe in Jesus Christ our living Savior and example  
 whose love knows no bounds. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit who empowers and enables us to transform the world,  
 who speaks through the stories of scripture to transform our own stories.  
We believe in the Church who is the body of Christ, and does not belong to us, 
 whose work cannot be contained by a building. 
We worship God together proclaiming God’s love for us, and our love for God and each other. 
We act in God’s name, knowing God is at work all around us, calling us to join in, claiming us all as beloved.  
Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT 
 

SCRIPTURE READING                                                        Acts 16:9-15 

9 A  vision of a man from Macedonia came to Paul during the night. He stood urging Paul, “Come over to Macedonia 
and help us!” 10 Immediately after he saw the vision, we prepared to leave for the province of Macedonia, concluding 
that God had called us to proclaim the good news to them. (continued on next page) 



11 We sailed from Troas straight for Samothrace and came to Neapolis the following day. 12 From there we went to Phi-
lippi, a city of Macedonia’s first district and a Roman colony. We stayed in that city several days. 13 On the Sabbath we 
went outside the city gate to the riverbank, where we thought there might be a place for prayer. We sat down and be-
gan to talk with the women who had gathered. 14 One of those women was Lydia, a Gentile God-worshipper from the 
city of Thyatira, a dealer in purple cloth. As she listened, the Lord enabled her to embrace Paul’s message. 15 Once she 
and her household were baptized, she urged, “Now that you have decided that I am a believer in the Lord, come and 
stay in my house.” And she persuaded us. 

CHORUS                          Breathe on Me, Breath of God                                                                     UMH 420 
 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, fill me with life anew, 
that I may love what thou dost love, and do what thou wouldst do. 

 

PRAYER 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is  
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the  
power, and the glory forever. Amen 

 
*GOSPEL READING                                                           John 14:23-29 

23 Jesus answered, “Whoever loves me will keep my word. My Father will love them, and we will come to them and 
make our home with them. 24 Whoever doesn’t love me doesn’t keep my words. The word that you hear isn’t mine. It 
is the word of the Father who sent me. 25 “I have spoken these things to you while I am with you. 26 The Companion, 
the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything and will remind you of everything I 
told you. 27 “Peace I leave with you. My peace I give you. I give to you not as the world gives. Don’t be troubled or 
afraid. 28 You have heard me tell you, ‘I’m going away and returning to you.’ If you loved me, you would be happy that 
I am going to the Father, because the Father is greater than me. 29 I have told you before it happens so that when it 
happens you will believe. 

*SCRIPTURE RESPONSE                                                                                                                                                               
 

One:     Inspired words for beloved people. 
All:        Lord, transform us through its hearing.  
 

SERMON                                         “Called: and Never Alone” 
 
CELEBRATION OF RECIPIENTS OF THE “GOD IS IN OUR NEIGHBORHOOD” SCHOLARSHIP 
 

Jackelyn Hernandez    Emily Maldonado   Noely Reyes 
The University of Houston   The University of Texas  The University of Houston 
Major: Exploratory Studies  Major: Business   Major; Education 

 
OFFERING PRAYER AND INVITATION                                                                                                                                   
 

                                You can give using your smartphone! Text a dollar amount to 84321 and select St. Stephen’s.  
                        Those wishing to commit their lives to Christ are invited to contact Pastor Nathan at 512-771-2741. 

Our Communion offering for the month of May will go to U. M. ARMY. 

OFFERTORY                                               “Deep River” with “Shall We Gather at the River”          Ron Bruns and Brenda Paulk,                                                                                           
                                                                                          (arranged by Lloyd Larson)                                                                             Duet 
SENDING FORTH   
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
*CLOSING HYMN                                              Make Me a Channel of Your Peace                                                           TFWS 2171  
  

Make me a channel of your peace.  
Where there is hatred let me bring your love. 

Where there is injury, your pardon, Lord 
And where there's doubt, true faith in you. 

(continued on next page) 
 



Make me a channel of your peace 
Where there's despair in life, let me bring hope 

Where there is darkness, only light 
And where there's sadness, ever joy.  

 

Oh, Master grant that I may never seek 
So much to be consoled as to console 
To be understood as to understand 

To be loved as to love with all my soul. 
 

Make me a channel of your peace 
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned 

In giving to all men that we receive 
And in dying that we're born to eternal life. 

 

Oh, Master grant that I may never seek 
So much to be consoled as to console 
To be understood as to understand 

To be loved as to love with all my soul. 
 

Make me a channel of your peace 
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned 

In giving to all men that we receive 
And in dying that we're born to eternal life. 

                                                   
*BENEDICTION 
  
POSTLUDE                                                                     Toccata                                                         
                                                                         (by Johann Pachelbel )        
  
 

*Please stand as you are able.  
UMH=United Methodist Hymnal 

TFWS=The Faith We Sing 
 

Altar flowers are given to the glory of God by Edward and Ginny McDaniel  
to celebrate the birth of their grandson, Everett Marshall McDaniel,  

born to Bryan and Sydney McDaniel on May 18th. 

Senior Pastor: Rev. Nathan Lonsdale Bledsoe 
Liturgist: Martha Hall 

Song Leader: Brenda Paulk 
Family Ministries Director: Steven Fisher 

Accompanist: Dr. Andreea Muţ 

PRAYER REQUEST 

Scan this code to request  
prayer using your smart phone.  

ALTAR FLOWERS 

Scan this code to  
order altar flowers online.  



St. Stephen’s is a church with an exciting vision for loving God and our neighbors. If you want to learn more about our 
church, more about who Jesus is and why that matters, or just about anything else, Nathan would love to meet with you! 
Call or text him at 512.771.2741 to make an appointment.  

 

2003 W.43rd Street, Houston, TX, 77018 
(713) 686-8241 | stshtx.org | info@stshtx.org

  
 

Text a dollar amount to 84321 and select St. Stephen’s, or go to stshtx.org/give.  

Sign up to volunteer for 
VBS at stshtx.org/events 

Today 

following the 11 am worship service today—5pm 


