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John - Part 24 - “Divided” - Sermon Manuscript

Go ahead and turn with me to John 7, verse 37.  This morning I’d just like to read
our passage and then offer some thoughts and encouragement… but before we
read it, let’s recap a bit.

A few weeks ago we learned in chapter 7 about this Festival of Tabernacles.
That’s when the Jews would celebrate the time their ancestors spent wandering
the desert while living in tents.  They remembered this time because they were
celebrating the fact that God provided for them.

So, every year in the fall they would celebrate the harvest in Jerusalem for 7
days.  Thousands of Jews would gather for worship, teaching, and certain rituals
that the Temple priests would perform.

We talked about the water ritual a few weeks ago, but basically, everyday of the
festival the high priest would walk the path down to the Pool of Siloam and dip a
container in the pool.  The pool water symbolized what God provided for them
that year since water was such a vital resource for their survival.

So, once the priest had water in his container and some psalms were sung, he
would then walk back to the Temple and pour out the water on the Temple.  That
symbolized the Jews giving a portion back to God.  Again, he would do this once
per day, but on the last day of the festival, he would do it seven times!

That brings us to today’s passage…

John 7:37-52 - On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said
in a loud voice, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. 38 Whoever
believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within
them.” 39 By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later
to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet
been glorified.

40 On hearing his words, some of the people said, “Surely this man is the
Prophet.” 41 Others said, “He is the Messiah.” Still others asked, “How can the
Messiah come from Galilee? 42 Does not Scripture say that the Messiah will
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come from David’s descendants and from Bethlehem, the town where David
lived?” [yes it does - apparently they didn’t know Jesus was born in Bethlehem]
43 Thus the people were divided because of Jesus. 44 Some wanted to seize
him, but no one laid a hand on him.

45 Finally the temple guards went back to the chief priests and the Pharisees,
who asked them, “Why didn’t you bring him in?”
46 “No one ever spoke the way this man does,” the guards replied.
47 “You mean he has deceived you also?” the Pharisees retorted. 48 “Have any
of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed in him? 49 No! But this mob that knows
nothing of the law—there is a curse on them.”
50 Nicodemus, who had gone to Jesus earlier and who was one of their own
number, asked, 51 “Does our law condemn a man without first hearing him to find
out what he has been doing?”
52 They replied, “Are you from Galilee, too? Look into it, and you will find that a
prophet does not come out of Galilee.

I’d like to focus on verse 43 this morning:

John 7:43 - “Thus the people were divided because of Jesus.”

People were so astonished by what Jesus had been saying and teaching that
they didn’t know what to make of Him.

Some thought that maybe He was the Prophet in Deuteronomy 18:15 which
says, “The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me [like Moses]
from among you, from your fellow Israelites.  You must listen to him.”

Now, for those that were around last December, we talked about this verse
during our Christmas series.  I remember saying that this verse speaks to the
coming Messiah - to my knowledge, nobody today really debates that.  But back
in the time of Jesus, there was a little disagreement.

Some Jews did agree that the Prophet in Deuteronomy was talking about the
Messiah, but other Jews said, “Nope!”  They taught that the Prophet and the
Messiah were two different people.
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That’s why John explains in John 7:40-41 that some people thought Jesus was
the Prophet and others thought He was the Messiah.

But if He’s actually the Messiah, some of the Jews noticed there’s a problem.
They knew Jesus lived in Galilee, and because He lived there, they assumed
that’s where He was born.  But we as readers know that Jesus was actually from
Bethlehem… which was the place the scriptures predicted the Messiah would be
born.

So, there’s disagreement among the Jews about exactly who Jesus is, which is
why John tells us that the people were divided because of Jesus.

But did you notice that even the religious leaders were divided? The
Temple Guards were asked to bring Jesus to the religious leaders, but they
chose to leave Him alone.  They said that no one ever spoke like this guy!! My
guess is they were just like everyone else… they were astonished at the things
Jesus said!

But the Pharisees weren’t impressed.  They figured everyone must be deceived.

They even said that the crowd that was there knew nothing of the Law (the first 5
books of our bible).  But remember… This was a crowd of devout Jews.  They
would have known the Law inside and out!  They grew up with it.  They
memorized it.  They lived it!

The problem was that the Pharisees saw themselves as better than everyone
else there.  They were convinced that they knew the truth and that everyone else
was fooled by Jesus.  They figured Jesus must have put some kind of curse on
them.

But Nicodemus questioned them.  He recommended that they ought to hear
Jesus first hand, just as he had done back in John chapter 3.  To Nicodemus, it
seemed reasonable to talk with Jesus before they made any rash decisions.

Unfortunately, his colleagues didn’t agree.  They were so bent on getting rid of
Jesus that they couldn’t see their own faults!  For John, they were the prime
example of people who loved the darkness.
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John 3:19 says that “Light has come into the world [Jesus], but people
loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil.”

Their own sin was what blinded them from the truth that was right in front of
them.  They claimed everyone else was deceived, when in fact they were the
ones who were deceived.

John shows us that they were so in love with the darkness that they couldn’t see
the truth.  We see at the end of chapter 7 that they were convinced that a
prophet does not come out of Galilee…

Now it’s easy for us to read over that quickly and not catch the irony.  Here we
have a group of world renowned Jewish Scholars.  The Pharisees prided
themselves with taking the Scriptures seriously.  They knew it forward and
backward.  So when they said that a prophet doesn’t come out of Galilee, then
you’d think they knew what they were talking about, right?

Well, actually no.  Because we know that at least Jonah came from the Galilean
region.  Maybe they didn’t think Jonah was a good enough prophet?  Who
knows?  Other scholars I read said that Nahum and other prophets were
probably from this region as well…

In any case, what I want us to see here is that…

The Pharisees had an agenda, and their agenda clouded their judgment.
They were so bent on killing Jesus that it seems they couldn’t even think clearly.

So it seems that we have this whole group of Pharisees who are all in agreement
with each other, but then one of them speaks up - Nicodemus.  For all we know,
he was the only Pharisee there to speak up and stick his neck out for Jesus.

Why would he do that?  Well, because he actually talked with Jesus - and when
people have encounters with Jesus, their lives are changed.

At this point, we’re not sure if Nicodemus was a believer, but we’ll eventually see
that Nicodemus becomes a follower of Jesus.  But for now, I want us to reflect on
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the fact that when it comes to the question of who Jesus was, there was division
among the people and the religious leaders.

They were all divided because of Jesus.

This makes me think of the time when Jesus told His disciples something that
may be hard to hear…

Luke 12:51-53 - Do you think I came to bring peace on earth?  No, I tell you,
but division.  From now on there will be five in one family divided against
each other, three against two and two against three.

[SLIDE] 53 They will be divided, father against son and son against father,
mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law
against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”

This passage probably makes us cringe… especially as Brethren In Christ
people!

The Brethren In Christ denomination puts a specific emphasis on peace.  In fact,
our denomination would say that peace is an essential part of the gospel.  Here’s
the official BIC peace position:

[BIC Core Value #8] “We value all human life and promote forgiveness,
understanding, reconciliation, and non-violent resolution of conflict.”1

That sounds great (and I personally agree with it), but how does this stack up
against what Jesus said to His disciples? He said that He came to bring
division - That doesn’t sound very peaceful!

Well, the kind of division that Jesus was talking about is the division between
believers and non-believers.  For Jesus, this kind of division was necessary.

He was drawing a line in the sand… In fact, we’ll really see this in John 14 when
He says that He is the way, the Truth and the life, and that no one comes to the

1 bicus.org/about/what-we-believe/core-values/
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Father except through Him.  In other words, there’s only one way to God, and it’s
through Jesus, because He is God.

But not everyone will believe that.  Even in our own families there will be some
who disagree as to who Jesus really is.  I know some of us have experienced this
kind of division in our own families.

But there’s more to the kind of division Jesus is bringing… It’s not just about
disagreements…

The Gospel of Matthew has a similar passage.  Just before Jesus sent His
disciples out to teach and preach in the towns of Galilee, He said to them…

Matthew 10:34 - “Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the
earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a sword.”

Why would He say He came to bring a sword?

That sounds like He’s ready to start a war!  Interestingly, many of the Jews would
have liked that in His day.  They wanted to force Him to be their conquering King.
But this isn’t what Jesus was getting at…

When Jesus talked about bringing a sword instead of peace, He was
referring to the type of reaction nonbelievers will have toward believers:
persecution.

During the time of the early Church, people who rejected Jesus were often
hostile toward His followers.  We know that Christians would eventually face
incredible persecution for their faith.  Why?  Because Satan and the spiritual
forces of evil would love nothing more than to see Christians wiped out.

But to their surprise, Christian persecution had the opposite effect…

If you have your Bibles handy, turn to Acts chapter 1 - It’s the book right after
John.  In Acts 1 we have a conversation between Jesus and His apostles.  This
takes place just before Jesus ascends to God the Father…
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Acts 1:4-9 - On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this
command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised,
which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a
few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”

6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time
going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”

7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set
by his own authority.

Acts 1:8 - But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you;
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the ends of the earth.” 9 After he said this, he was taken up before their
very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.

Okay, so after the apostles received the Holy Spirit, their instructions from Jesus
was that they were to tell people about Him in Jerusalem [their home base],
Judea [their country], Samaria [their neighboring country], and to the ends of the
earth.

So, when Jesus said this, they were all in Jerusalem.  They didn’t receive the
Holy Spirit until Acts chapter 2 while they were still in Jerusalem.  But now that
they had the Holy Spirit, it was time for them to spread the message of Jesus
around the world.  But let me ask you a question…

How long do you think it took before they actually left Jerusalem to spread
the message of Jesus?

They didn’t leave Jerusalem until after the stoning of Stephen in Acts chapter 7.
In fact, chapter 8 gives us a bit more detail about the day Stephen died…

Acts 8:1 - On that day a great persecution broke out against the church in
Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea
and Samaria.
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Acts 8:4 - Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they
went.

This is the division Jesus was talking about… This is the sword that He
said would come. The division - the sword - was the persecution of the
believers.

And notice that it wasn’t until Christians were being persecuted that they actually
left Jerusalem and fulfilled what Jesus had commanded them…

They didn’t take the gospel outside of Jerusalem until their lives were
threatened. But when they did, Christians like Philip in Acts 8 started
proclaiming that Jesus was the Messiah in Samaria and a bunch of other cities
around the world!

Christianity spread like wildfire in the first century because of persecution.
It seems backward, but that’s what spurred people on toward accomplishing the
mission Jesus gave all of His followers.  Christians were so sold out for the
gospel of Jesus that they were willing to die for what they believed.

So, this makes me think about us today as followers of Jesus at Refton Church.

Our church mission is pretty straight forward.  Does anyone know what it is?

Mission: Connecting People to Jesus

We do this in many ways: We connect people to Jesus through prayer… we
connect people to Jesus by caring enough to meet their needs… and we connect
them to Jesus by telling people about His life saving message.

That’s the DNA of Refton. It’s a gospel foundation that spiritually divides
us from the world.

And so, as I think about Refton Church, I wonder…

[MAP] What kind of impact for Jesus are we having in our local
communities?
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If I had to guess, when people in our community think about Refton, they might
think about our clothing room.  We have a ministry here that provides free clothes
to anyone!  That’s a ministry that’s leaving real footprints for Jesus outside of our
church walls.

That should make us wonder how we could leave ministry footprints at our jobs,
in our homes, in our schools…?  In other words: Wherever we are and whatever
we’re doing, how are we connecting people to Jesus?

And, if we’re not personally connecting people to Jesus - If that hasn’t even been
a thought that crossed our minds - we should ask ourselves “Why?”

What’s holding us back?  What’s getting in the way of Jesus working in our lives?
Are we making the same mistake as the Pharisees in John 7 where they were so
bent on their own agendas that they couldn’t see what really mattered?

I really believe that with God’s help, our little church in Refton can make a huge
impact for Jesus in and around our communities.  But … as the saying goes: It
takes a village.

I’ll be the first to admit that I don’t have all the answers.  But that’s okay, because
as a church body, we’re to work together in this!  That’s part of the beauty of a
small church… If you want to get involved, you really can!

[Serving] So, if you’ve got ideas for how we could connect people to Jesus
by serving our community, or even if you don’t have any ideas but you’re
willing to serve in some capacity, please let me know!

But as always, whatever we do here at Refton and beyond our church walls -
whether it’s the clothing room ministry, or student ministry, or getting together for
bible study, or visiting shut-ins, delivering meals, or praying for the needs of
people… whatever we do, we do it all for the glory of God.

We give Him all the glory because He loved us so much that while we were still
sinners, He chose to die for us.  God sent His only Son, Jesus, to die on a cross



10

for our sins, so that when we put our faith in Him, we are adopted into His forever
family.

And the awesome thing is, that adoption into God’s family is open to all who want
it.  Jesus simply asks us to believe - He wants us to put our trust in Him as the
Lord and King of our lives.

And with that in mind, I’d like to end with a prayer from Paul in Ephesians chapter
3… [Invite the worship team up]

Please pray with me… (Ephesians 3:16-21)

Jesus, we come to You this morning, and we echo the prayer of Paul.  This
morning “[We] pray that out of [Your] glorious riches [You would]  strengthen [us]
with power through [Your] Spirit in [our] inner being, so that Christ may dwell in
[our] hearts through faith. And [we] pray that [we], being rooted and established
in love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how
wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that
surpasses knowledge—that [we would] be filled to the measure of all the fullness
of God. Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or
imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the
church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever!”

And all God’s people said: Amen!


