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John - Part 25 - Sermon Manuscript - The Light of the World

We’re back in John chapter 8!  Pastor Joey already talked about verses 1-11,
which I’m sure all of your Bibles make a note that those verses were most likely
not in the original document that John wrote.

It seems like it could have been placed in here by a scribe somewhere along the
way.  In case you’re wondering - that doesn’t bother me at all.  If it bothers you,
that’s okay… I guess I would just say, feel free to come and talk to me about it.

According to Joey, I wake up thinking about textual criticism every day!  That’s
mostly not true, but I do love talking about how the bible came together in the
way that we have it today.  So again, if you’ve got questions, as always, please
ask!  We always welcome questions (connection card).

So, our passage today is John 8:12-20 - Go ahead and turn there with me.

We’re still reading events that took place during the week long Festival of
Tabernacles that started in John chapter 7.  If you haven’t been with us for the
past few weeks and you have no idea what the Festival of Tabernacles is…

It’s basically a week-long festival where Jews from all over the country would get
together in the Fall to praise God at the Jerusalem Temple as they celebrated the
harvest of that year.

[Jerusalem] Now, if we were to go to Jerusalem today, we wouldn’t be able to
see the Temple like Jesus did in His day.  That Temple was destroyed in 70AD.
Since then the Muslims have taken over and built their own religious monument
called the Dome of the Rock…

You might think that’s a place where they gather to worship, but it’s actually a
holy place to them because they believe the first rock their god created in the
universe was in that location; Hence: Dome of the Rock.

It’s a shame that the Jewish Temple from the time of Jesus isn’t there anymore.
There are some huge foundation stones left, and even part of the back wall,
which the Jews call the wailing wall.  But that’s about it.
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So I thought it would be fun to show you a 3D representation of what it would
have looked like…

[Start The Temple Video]

This Temple was built by King Herod… and if you know anything about Herod,
you know that when he had something built, he went all out!

As the camera pans around, try to imagine thousands of Jews in the courtyards
and various buildings.  But if you were a visitor, you couldn’t just go anywhere.
Everyone was allowed in the outer courts.  But only Jews were allowed past the
first wall.

But even then, there was a place called the Court of Women.  Those four pillars
are in the Court of Women.  The name is a little misleading… This was a place
where all Jews could meet, not just women.  It served as the main entrance into
the Temple.

Beyond that was the Court of Israel.  You could only go in this area if you were a
Jewish man.  And beyond that was the Court of Priests, where only the priests
could enter.

Now, our story today takes place in the Court of Women.  This was where you’d
go if you wanted to drop off any offerings.  They actually had offering boxes that
you could put money in for the Temple Treasury - If you happen to know the story
about Jesus and the woman who offered 2 coins… This is where that happened.

Now, in the Court of Women, take notice of those four huge pillars.  On top of
those pillars were bowls that they would fill with oil… and I’m not sure how they
did this, but I read that they used to use old priest clothes as wicks.

So, during the Festival of Tabernacles, they would light all 16 bowls when it got
dark.  The cool thing is that in this part of the world, this Festival took place when
the days and nights were about equal - they had 12 hours of light and 12 hours of
darkness.
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And when they lit these, remember that this was a world with no electricity.  The
only lamps they had were lit with oil.  So, when these 16 huge torches were lit,
they were probably seen for miles!

But they didn’t just use these pillars of light to keep the party going all
night…

As always, everything the Jews did during their Festivals were deeply symbolic.
These lights were a stark reminder that God led their ancestors through the
desert during the night by a pillar for 40 years.  He provided for them even in the
harshest climate.

And so, today scholars talk about the fact that Jesus was in the Temple area
called the Court of Women.

John 8:20 says, “He spoke these words while teaching in the temple courts
near the place where the offerings were put.” And we know that the offerings
were placed in the Court of Women.

And as Jesus was standing there, He’s speaking to the people.  And this time the
Pharisees are close by - Maybe they took the advice of Nicodemus at the end of
chapter 7?  He was the Pharisee that met with Jesus at night in John chapter 3,
and if you remember, Nicodemus said to his Pharisee buddies that they ought to
hear from Jesus themselves before they judge Him.

So, in John 8:12-20, Jesus is speaking to the people, possibly at night while the
flames from the huge pillars of light were burning.  Let’s read what happens…

John 8:12 - When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light
of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have
the light of life.”

We have to pause here… did you catch what just happened?  Jesus claimed to
be God!

Think back to what those pillars of light represent… When the Israelites were
being led through the desert, the scripture says in Exodus 13:21 that God goes
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before them in a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night so that they
could travel either by day or night.

So, just like God was in the burning bush when He first spoke to Moses, God
was in this pillar of fire as He led His people through the desert.

And here, by the pillars of fire, Jesus says - I am that light.  I am the pillar of fire.
In fact, even the words “I am” go back to Moses and the burning bush when God
revealed His name for the first time - Yahweh - which means “I am who I am.”

Yahweh God is the great I Am.  He was the pillar of fire in the wilderness - and in
the same way, Jesus is saying, I am that light.  I am the light of the world.  He
says, “Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness…”

To follow Jesus means to obey Him.

It’s the very definition of believing in Jesus.  If you remember a few sermons ago
we saw that believing in Jesus is more than head knowledge. Believing implies
that what we do overflows from a loyal love of Jesus.

So Jesus says, “Whoever follows me (whoever obeys my commands out of a
loyal love)... whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the
light of life.”

Walking in darkness means you’re spiritually dead. In the ancient Old
Testament world, darkness was symbolic of death.  It was a dangerous place to
be.  It's a place of uncertainty and chaos.  In fact, the realm of the dead is
sometimes called the realm of darkness in the OT.1

So Jesus says, whoever follows Him will never, ever, walk in darkness - In the
Greek there’s a double negative there which emphasizes the fact that those who
trust in Him will NEVER be spiritually dead.

Btw - I hope you’re hearing the authority behind these words… These words are
from the authority of God. It’s a declaration that is true for anyone that trusts in
Jesus… even today.

1 Job 15:22, 17:13, 18:18; Nahum 1:8
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When we continue to choose Jesus… When we choose to remain loyal and
faithful to Him, He promises that we will NEVER walk in darkness.  Instead, we
will have the light of life.

The light of life means eternal life.

It’s always meant that.  In Psalm 56:13, David says, “For you [Yahweh God] have
delivered me from death and my feet from stumbling, that I may walk before God
in the light of life.”

And, I have to show you this… Isaiah 53… This is a famous chapter because
when you read it, you can’t help but think of Jesus and how He died for us on the
cross for our sins.  Isaiah 53:11 says this…

Isaiah 53:11 - After he has suffered, he will see the light of life and be
satisfied [that’s resurrection language!!]; by his knowledge my righteous
servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities [He will carry their
sins for them].

So again, Jesus was saying at the Festival next to the huge pillars of light…

“I am the light of the world; I am Yahweh who led your ancestors!  Whoever
obeys me out of a loyal love will never, ever, truly die.  Because whoever
believes in me will have eternal life.”

Now, that’s quite the statement.  In fact it’s so bold, that it’s pretty much exactly
what the religious leaders needed as an excuse to kill Him.  So, in front of
everyone, they try to trap Him.  They said…

John 8:13-20 - The Pharisees challenged him, “Here you are, appearing
as your own witness; your testimony is not valid.”

14 Jesus answered, “Even if I testify on my own behalf, my testimony is
valid, for I know where I came from and where I am going. But you have no
idea where I come from or where I am going. 15 You judge by human
standards; I pass judgment on no one. 16 But if I do judge, my decisions
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are true, because I am not alone. I stand with the Father, who sent me. 17
In your own Law it is written that the testimony of two witnesses is true. 18
I am one who testifies for myself; my other witness is the Father, who sent
me.”

19 Then they asked him, “Where is your father?”

“You do not know me or my Father,” Jesus replied. “If you knew me, you
would know my Father also.” 20 He spoke these words while teaching in
the temple courts near the place where the offerings were put. Yet no one
seized him, because his hour had not yet come.

So, the Pharisees tried to trap Jesus by saying that His testimony is not true.  In
a very Jewish way, Jesus not only declared that He’s God, but He was saying
that salvation is only found through Him.

But the religious leaders called Him out.  They’re like, you know what?  Your
claims can’t be true because you are the only one backing up your claim!

The Law that the Jews followed stated that you needed to have at least two or
three witnesses in order for a testimony to be considered valid.  And it seems as
though no one else was backing up what Jesus was claiming…

But Jesus says: Actually, my testimony is true.  Even if I’m testifying on my own
behalf, my Father stands with me.

You and I know that the Father is God the Father, but the religious leaders
weren’t getting that.  They’re like: Okay… where is your father?”

Clearly Jesus was right.  The religious leaders didn’t know who Jesus was…
because if they did, they would know His Father… They would know God the
Father.

Now, at this point the Pharisees could have arrested Jesus…

But John 8:20 says that “no one seized him (no one arrested Him), because
his hour had not yet come.”
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Interestingly, this phrase shows up several times in John.  In verse 20, this is the
third and last time it shows up this way in John.  But then in a start reversal,
halfway through John’s gospel in chapter 12, Jesus says…

John 12:23 - The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.”

John 13:1 says, “Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave this
world and go to the Father.”

And in John 17:1, Jesus prayed, “Father, the hour has come.  Glorify your
Son, that your Son may glorify you.”

So, in the first half of John we’re reminded three times that the hour had not yet
come, but then in the second half of John, we’re reminded three times that the
hour had come!

And maybe it’s obvious, but when Jesus talks about His hour not yet coming,
He’s saying that it’s not yet His time to die.  The interesting thing is Jesus is the
only one in history that knew the exact moment as to when He would die.

Ecclesiastes 9:12 says, “no one knows when their hour will come: As fish
are caught in a cruel net, or birds are taken in a snare, so people are
trapped by evil times that fall unexpectedly upon them.”

In other words… Death is often unexpected… but even when it’s anticipated, no
one knows the exact hour of their death.  But Jesus did, because it was part of
His plan to come and die for the sins of the world so that whoever chooses to
believe in Him would be adopted into His forever family.

This is why Jesus says He is the light of the world.  This is why He can say
that whoever follows Him will never walk in darkness, but will have the light
of life.  These words convey the certainty of our faith in Jesus.

I’m reminded of Chuck Griest’s celebration of life service the other week.  I told
everyone there that the first time my wife and I met Chuck and Darlene, Chuck
told me about an incident that happened to him while driving his 18-wheeler…
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He said it was a dark and snowy night.  I don’t remember where he said he was,
but I do remember him saying that he came upon an area where the road cut
through an open field.

Again, it was dark, but even when it’s snowing you can sometimes see a little bit.
Unfortunately, it started to snow so hard that the lines on the road were covered.

So, now Chuck was the only vehicle driving on the road…He decided to keep
going because in the distance, he could see a faint light.  He figured it was a
traffic light and that the road must lead there.  So he took it slow, and followed the
light.

But when he got closer to the light, he realized it wasn’t a traffic light.  It was a
church sign that was lit up.  It said: “God Loves You.”

Chuck would often tell that story as an illustration for how Jesus guided His life.
Chuck trusted in Jesus, and we can know for sure that He is with Jesus even
now, in Heaven, because Chuck has the light of life.

I can imagine that most of us have probably felt like we were walking in darkness
at some point in our lives.  Maybe we’ve felt like the woman described in the
passage above ours.  Maybe we’ve followed a sinful path and feel stuck…

The good news is that Jesus is our pillar of light.  It doesn’t matter who you are or
what you’ve done, anyone and everyone can come to Jesus and ask for the
forgiveness that He freely gives.

And so, with that, I’d like to end with words from Peter - one of Jesus’ closest
friends… His words here are spoken to any follower of Jesus who reads them,
which means they apply to us as a Church today just as much as when he wrote
them a couple thousand years ago…

1 Peter 2:4-10 - As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by
humans but chosen by God and precious to him—5 you also, like living
stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood,
offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
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6 For in Scripture it says: “See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and
precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to
shame.”  7 Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those
who do not believe, “The stone the builders rejected has become the
cornerstone,” 8 and, “A stone that causes people to stumble and a rock
that makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the
message—which is also what they were destined for.

9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s
special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you
out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10 Once you were not a people, but
now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you
have received mercy.

Let’s Pray


