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John - Part 26 - Sermon Manuscript

Last time we talked a lot about the moment Jesus said, “I am the light of the
world.  Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of
life.”

In other words, Jesus was not only saying that He’s God, but also, whoever
obeys Him out of a loyal love will never, ever, truly die.  Instead of death, they’ll
have eternal life.

Then there’s a little bit of an argument from the religious leaders.  They basically
say that what Jesus just claimed wasn’t valid because He didn’t have anyone
backing up His claims.  But Jesus said not only does He back up His own claim,
but His Father does as well.

You and I know that He was talking about God the Father - but the religious
leaders completely misunderstood Him.

Then John tells us of another encounter with the religious leaders during the
Festival of Tabernacles - just a reminder, that’s a Jewish Festival where they
celebrate God’s provisions for that year.

This is where we pick up in our passage today - John 8:21-30.  Go ahead
and turn there with me.

Now, as we read through this passage, we’re going to see that this conversation
between Jesus and the religious leaders serves as a warning.  What or who we
believe in affects your eternal destiny.  There is an afterlife, and if we want to be
with God, there’s only one way to God.

John 8:21-22 - Once more Jesus said to them, “I am going away, and you
will look for me, and you will die in your sin. Where I go, you cannot come.”
This made the Jews ask, “Will he kill himself? Is that why he says, ‘Where I
go, you cannot come’?”

Jesus called them out.  He said they were sinners - which made them respond in
such a way that most of our bible translations kind of miss.  Here’s what I mean…
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[Meti Picture] Translations like the NIV, ESV, KJV, NKJV all omit the Greek
word, meti.  The picture I have here is of my NIV.  You can see the Greek on the
bottom, and that little dot above Meti means that for whatever reason, they didn’t
use that word.

It’s a simple word - it just means, “Nay!”  Like, the religious leaders are sure
Jesus wouldn’t kill Himself.  That’s why the NASB95 says, “Surely He will not kill
Himself, will He?”  The Holman Christian Standard Bible has something similar.

So, I’m inclined to think we have some sarcasm here.  I can imagine the religious
leaders listening to Jesus, and then laughing to themselves… “Surely He’s not
thinking of suicide!  ha ha ha!  Is that why he says, ‘Where I go, you cannot
come?’”

But why would the religious leaders joke about suicide?

Well, the thing about this group of Pharisees is that they saw themselves as the
religious elite.  Everyone else who wasn’t with them were seen as uneducated
commoners.1 (That was made pretty clear in John 7:49)

They were so sure of their eternal destiny that for anyone to question them about
it was laughable to them.  So, in their minds, if they can’t go where Jesus is
going, then surely He meant He was going to Hell.

But Jesus meant just the opposite!

John 8:23-24 - But he continued, “You are from below; I am from above.
You are of this world; I am not of this world. 24 I told you that you would die
in your sins; if you do not believe that I am he, you will indeed die in your
sins.”

Jesus pretty much ignores their question and He makes a point.  He says, look -
You are from below.  In other words, You are from the earth.  You’re from a fallen
and broken world.  You are seeing and speaking things from a limited and fallen
perspective because of your sinful nature.

1 Johnson, Bradley T. “Pharisees.” Ed. John D. Barry et al. The Lexham Bible Dictionary 2016
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Jesus on the other hand was not from below.  He’s from above - from heaven.
After all, He was sent by God the Father.  And because Jesus is from heaven
and sinless, He sees the big picture.  He’s not limited to His understanding of the
world.

In fact, Jesus makes another God claim here.  He says:

John 8:24b - “if you do not believe that I am he, you will indeed die in your
sins.” [with pic]

We talked about this last time, but the “I Am” statements from Jesus are a very
Jewish way of claiming the name of God, because in Exodus 3, when God meets
Moses in the burning bush, God reveals His name for the first time: Yahweh.

And when translated, Yahweh means I Am who I Am.

But scholars have noticed that this claim goes even deeper than that…

The Greek phrase for “I Am” is: ego eimi - not lego my ego, but ego eimi!
Ego eimi can be translated as “I am” or “I am he.”

So, I did a search for the phrase “I am he” in the Old Testament and found that it
only occurs in Isaiah.  It shows up 8 times, and it’s always used when Yahweh
God speaks about Himself…

Isaiah 41:4 - Who has done this and carried it through, calling forth the
generations from the beginning? I, the LORD—with the first of them and
with the last—I am he. (cf. Rev. 1:8, 17)

Isaiah 43:10 - “You are my witnesses,” declares the LORD, “and my servant
whom I have chosen, so that you may know and believe me and understand
that I am he.

Isaiah 43:13 - Yes, and from ancient days I am he.
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Isaiah 43:25 - I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for my
own sake, and remembers your sins no more.

Isaiah 46:4 - Even to your old age and gray hairs I am he, I am he who will
sustain you.  I have made you and I will carry you; I will sustain you and I
will rescue you.

Isaiah 48:12 - Listen to me, Jacob, Israel, whom I have called: I am he; I am
the first and I am the last. (cf. Rev. 1:8, 17)

Isaiah 51:12 - I, even I, am he who comforts you.

Okay, so what does all this mean?  Why am I showing you these verses in
Isaiah?

Well, the reason is because of what Jesus says in John 8:24.  He says: “If you do
not believe that I am he, you will indeed die in your sins.”

Jesus is clearly saying He’s God. Isn’t Scripture awesome!?

If we ignored the Old Testament, we’d never see these clear claims of divinity
from Jesus.  Now, I wonder… [looking for responses]

How do you think most people today would react if they knew that Jesus
actually did claim to be God? [offended? shocked? comforted?]

Well, the reaction from the religious leaders in John 8:25 was not a polite one.
Our English translations don’t quite grasp their tone that’s emphasized in the
Greek.  Instead of a polite, “Who are you?”  It’s better to think of their reaction in
verse 25 like…

“Who do you think you are?!” They’re upset because they understood that
Jesus just claimed to be God right in front of them. Who do you think you are?
Jesus replied…

John 8:25 - “Just what I have been telling you from the beginning,” Jesus
replied.
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What has Jesus been telling them from the beginning?

“He claimed that he is “the bread of life” (6:35)

[He claimed] that he’s come down from heaven to do the will of God (6:38)

[He claimed] that by eating his flesh and drinking his blood a person may gain
eternal life (6:54) [remember, eating and drinking were metaphors for
believing in Jesus]

[He claimed] that those who come to him and drink will have streams of living
water flowing from within (7:37–38)

And [He claimed] that he is “the light of the world” (8:12).

All [of these claims] point to the same conclusion—that he is in fact the
Son of God sent to bring a fallen human race back into fellowship with the
Father. [Jesus is saying that His] testimony [about Himself] has been clear from
the beginning.”2

Then Jesus continues…

John 8:26-27 - “I have much to say in judgment of you. But he who sent me
is trustworthy, and what I have heard from him I tell the world.” 27 They did
not understand that he was telling them about his Father.”

John 8:28-29 - “So Jesus said, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man,
then you will know that I am he and that I do nothing on my own but speak
just what the Father has taught me. 29 The one who sent me is with me; he
has not left me alone, for I always do what pleases him.”

For John (the author), the phrase “lifted up” has a double meaning.  On one
hand, when you lift someone up, you exalt them; You speak of them in high
regard; You elevate them to a high status.

2 Mounce, Robert H. “John.” The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Luke–Acts (Revised Edition). Ed.
Tremper Longman III and David E. Garland. Vol. 10. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2007. 477. Print. [my
additions]

https://ref.ly/logosres/ebcrev10?ref=Bible.Jn8.25&off=1695&ctx=ny+has+not+changed.+~What+he+told+them+at
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But as readers, we know that when Jesus was exalted, He was literally lifted up
on the cross as a sacrifice for our sins!

The Son of Man - that’s Jesus’ favorite way to refer to Himself - The Son of Man
will be lifted up - exalted for all to see - He’s the one that took our sin and carried
it for us.

As we already read in Isaiah 43:25, God says that “I am he who blots out
your transgressions, for my own sake, and remembers your sins no more.”

God forgives our sins for His own glory.  His glory was on display as He was lifted
up on the cross for the sins of the world, as He was lifted up to life at the
Resurrection, and as He was lifted up to Heaven at the ascension.

That’s the imagery that John wants us to get when we read these words in John.

But even more than that, John adds in verse 30…

John 8:30 - Even as he spoke, many believed in him.”

May those words be encouraging for us today.  Jesus clearly laid out who He
was.  Some people laughed at Him; some even wanted to kill Him; many even
walked away from Him (John 6:66).

But John reminds us that many did come to believe in Jesus.

And so, as I said in the beginning of this message:

What or who we believe in affects our eternal destiny.  There is an afterlife.
But if we want to be with God, there’s only one way, and it’s through our
faith in Jesus.

I often remind us on Sunday mornings that when we put our faith in Jesus, He
adopts us into His forever family.  I like to use the adoption language because
that’s what Scripture uses.
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It doesn’t matter who we are or what we’ve done, when we come to Jesus, He
freely welcomes us into His family and calls us His children.

And you know, there’s a phrase I’ve been thinking about all week.  It’s a phrase
that came to mind because of a hotly departed topic right now.  And I don’t know
how you’ll feel about it, but wherever you are in life… whatever is going on… I
want us all to hear the truth:

When we put our faith in Jesus, He does not abort us.  He adopts us.

In fact, as followers of Jesus, God will never abort us or abandon us.  He
promises to always be with us.  Our Heavenly Father adopts us into His forever
family.

That’s God’s heart.

God cares about everyone.  He doesn’t want anyone to die in their sins - not
even the Pharisees.  But as Jesus put it - it’s their choice.  They needed to
choose to come to Jesus, as Nicodemus eventually did.

1 Timothy 2:4 says that God wants all people to be saved from their sins.  He
wants everyone to come to a knowledge of the truth of Jesus.

And the truth is that God loved a world full of sinners so much that he gave his
one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal
life (John 3:16).

John tells us in a later letter that He writes these kinds of things to those who
believe in the name of the Son of God so that they may know that they have
eternal life (1 John 5:13).

What does knowing I have eternal life mean to me?

I remember praying to Jesus at a young age and telling Him that I believed Him
and wanted to follow Him.  But my understanding of eternal life was that it’s this
thing that will happen to me after I die.
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In a sense, that’s true.  But that’s only part of the story.  It’s a comforting part - I’m
comforted by knowing that I’ll get to see my Christian family members who have
already passed away.

I’m excited about the fact that this life we live right now isn’t all there is.  In the
grand scheme of eternity, what we’ve experienced so far is just a blip on the
timeline.

God has plans for us once the knew heaven and new earth arrive as Revelation
describes.  It’s not like we’ll be sitting in the clouds singing hymns all day.  We’ll
have things to do - things we enjoy - and everything we do will be for the glory of
God.

In Revelation 2:26, Jesus says, “To the one who is victorious and does my will to
the end (in other words, to the one who had a believing loyalty in Jesus), I will
give authority over the nations … just as I have received authority from my
Father.

Exactly what kind of authority and what nations He was talking about, I’m not
sure - but it sounds important!  It could be what Paul was talking about in 1
Corinthians 6:3 when he said, “Do you not know that we will judge angels?”  He
was talking about followers of Jesus judging angels on the other side of eternity!

To me, all of this sounds like we will become active members of God’s
family. And the alternative… for those who don’t choose Jesus in this life… As
Jesus says, they will die in their sins.  There will be no hope remaining for them.
They will be eternally separated from God - and yes, I’m talking about Hell, but
for now I’m saving that discussion for another sermon.

Now, all of that sounds awesome, but biblically speaking, eternal life doesn’t start
at the moment of death.

Eternal life starts at the moment of belief. If you were to put your faith in
Jesus today, then your eternal life would start today.

In John 10:10, Jesus says, “I have come that they may have life, and have it to
the full.”  He’s talking about real, true spiritual life - eternal life.  He’s talking about
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the fact that we were once living in darkness, but when we come to Jesus, we
gain the light of life.

And in John 17:3, Jesus says, “Now this is eternal life: that they know you,
the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.”

Notice that according to Jesus, eternal life is wrapped up in knowing Him - it’s
about knowing Him now and getting to know Him even better as we live our lives.

So, eternal life really is all about choosing to live for Jesus now.

The questions remaining for us are this: Who do we put our faith in?
Where is our allegiance?  Is it with Jesus, or someone or something else?

Today’s passage was a stark reminder that Jesus, God Himself, wants us to
choose Him.  He’s drawing us to Himself.

Will we choose to come to Him?  Will we choose to serve Him rather than our
own self-interests?  I hope all of us do, because He’s worth it.

He is worthy.

Let’s Pray


