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Sermon Series: John - The Word of Life - Part 26
Message: “God’s Word”
Text: John 8:31-47
Date: 05/22/2022

★ John’s purpose for writing was to connect people to Jesus! (John 20:30-31)
★ The Setting: The Festival of Tabernacles (Fall harvest celebration for Jews)

John 8:31-41
● (v31) “the Jews” = the religious leaders who wanted to kill Jesus (verses 37, 40)

○ They weren’t real believers
● (v31) “hold to my teaching” = “continue/remain in my word/message”
● (v34-36) We’re either slaves to sin or free in Jesus
● (v37) “because you have no room for my word” can be translated:

○ “my word does not have a home in you all”
○ See Deuteronomy 6:5-6 and Psalm 119:11

● (v39-40) Abraham never would have killed a man who heard the truth from God
● (v41) The Jews imply Jesus is an illegitimate child

John 8:42-47
● Notice the clear division between good and evil, truth and lies, Jesus and Satan
● Satan influences our world

○ John 12:31 - Satan as the prince of this world
○ Ephesians 2:2b - Satan’s ‘spirit’ is at work in the disobedient
○ Ephesians 6:12 - Our struggle is against the spiritual forces of evil

● The will of the religious leaders was in line with the will of Satan

Consider This: What words are we clinging to?
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- Going Deeper -
For individual or small group study

1. READ Acts 26:12-18. Paul is giving his defense to the court as he explains his
encounter with Jesus on the road to Damascus.  What does the power of Satan prevent
unbelievers from doing?  What does the power of God offer?

2. READ 2 Corinthians 2:11, 4:4; 1 Peter 5:8; Revelation 2:24, 12:9. What has Satan
been doing since the Garden of Eden?

3. READ Matthew 4:1-11. What does this passage tell you about Satan?  What does it tell
you about Jesus?

4. READ James 4:7; Ephesians 4:26-27, 6:11-12; 1 Peter 5:8-9. What do these
passages tell us about what kind of authority Satan has over believers?

5. READ Ephesians 6:10-20. How can we resist the will of Satan and his spiritual forces?

6. Consider This: We often hear phrases like, “Satan made me do it.” What would be the
theological problem if we give credit to Satan for all the evils in the world?  How is giving
Satan the credit for all evils giving him exactly what he wants?

Recommended Resources
Books:

● NIV Faithlife Illustrated Study Bible, christianbook.com, https://bit.ly/3kxieXw
● Demons, What the Bible Really Says about the Powers of Darkness,

by Dr. Michael S. Heiser
YouTube Videos:

● Overview: John 1-12, by Bible Project
● Overview: John 13-21, by Bible Project

https://bit.ly/3kxieXw

