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Father’s Day - Sermon Notes
Message: “A Father to the Fatherless”
Text: James 1:27; Psalm 68:4-5
Date: 06/19/2022

Q: When you hear the word ‘father,’ what emotions stir up in you?

James
● Oldest brother of Jesus - Matthew 13:55-56
● Didn’t believe in Jesus - John 7:5; Mark 3:21

Joseph - Father of James & adopted father of Jesus
● He is hardly ever mentioned in the gospels outside of the Christmas story
● Bible scholars suggest that he likely died

James 1:27
● Think about the impact of these words coming from an orphan
● 1 Corinthians 15:7 - Jesus appeared to James, impacting his faith forever
● James became the leader of the Jerusalem church and an esteemed pillar of the faith

(Galatians 2:9)

God’s Heart for His Children
● Commands to protect and provide for widows and the fatherless were built into the

Israelite law for God’s nation - Exodus 22:22-23; Deuteronomy 14:28-29
● As His children, God wants our hearts and worship to be pure - Isaiah 1:2-17
● If we don’t love others, then we don’t love God - 1 Corinthians 13:2-3; John 13:34-35;

James 2:17
● Psalm 68:4-5 - God is a Father to the fatherless

Listen to: Protest to Praise by Downhere
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- Going Deeper -
For individual or small group study

1. When you hear the word ‘father,’ what positive and/or negative emotions do you feel?
Why?

2. God is called “Father” mostly in the New Testament, but check out these Old Testament
references: Deuteronomy 32:6; Isaiah 63:16; Isaiah 64:8; Jeremiah 3:4-20; Malachi 2:10

3. What “Fatherly” character traits do you see from God in these passages and how did He
display these traits?  What does God want as our Father?

4. Assuming James’ father (Joseph) died early, how might his words in James 1:27 provide
more meaning to us as readers?

5. READ Psalm 10.  What emotions/feelings are portrayed through the author’s words?
What is causing these emotions?  What truths about God is the author proclaiming in
order to ground himself?  Why does God have a heart for the helpless and fatherless?

6. Go to www.biblegateway.com (or your preferred Bible app) and search for “fatherless.”
You’ll get 41 results if you use the NIV.  How is God’s heart reflected in these verses?

7. What does it mean to you that you can call God your Father?

Recommended Resource:
● NIV Faithlife Illustrated Study Bible, christianbook.com, https://bit.ly/3kxieXw

https://bit.ly/3kxieXw

