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John - Part 31 - Sermon Manuscript - Shine

Have you ever thought for sure you were right, only to later find out you were
wrong?

There was one time when I was probably about 25 or 30, and I was with Amanda
and my best friend Mike.  This was well before we had kids.  I couldn’t tell you
what we were talking about but whatever it was had to do with winning or losing.

And I must have said something like, “Who won the game?”

But I said it like: “wahn”

Mike and Amanda both proceeded to tell me that no, it’s not “wahn”, it’s “one”
(like the number).

And of course, I argued with them.  I was sure I had heard it all my life like, “They
‘wahn’ the game.”  I flat out didn’t believe them. I mean, I had gone to Lancaster
Bible College and had written hundreds of pages for assignments, not to mention
that at this point in my life I was a youth pastor and did public speaking every
week!

So, in my arrogance, I thought: If anyone among the three of us should know
how to pronounce “won,” it should be me!

Well, what do we do when we think someone is wrong and we want to prove a
point?  We google it!  I looked it up.  And I was shocked…

Because that was the first time I learned that w-o-n and o-n-e are perfect
homophones - meaning that they have the same pronunciation, but different
meanings and spellings.

Now, this kinda rocked my world!  Again, I was convinced I was right.  But there it
was right in front of my face… w-o-n is supposed to sound like o-n-e, one.  For a
moment it was kind of like I was experiencing an alternate reality!
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Well, now that I knew the truth, I realized that I had to unlearn what I had learned.
And that’s easier said than done!  I literally had to force myself to think of the
number 1 every time I used w-o-n.  And over time I’ve gotten better at it, but
occasionally I’ll still have to think of the number one.

Now, I realize this is kind of a silly example.  But I bet if we’re all honest with
ourselves, there are those times in our lives when we’re sure we’re right, and yet
in reality, we’re wrong.

And that’s okay.  That’s just part of the learning process.

However, if we’re proven wrong and we’re still unwilling to change our minds,
that’s a problem.  That’s the very definition of a hard heart.

This applies to our faith in Jesus.  Think about it - If we’re not willing to be
teachable, then how will we grow and mature in our faith?

This is the problem we see in John chapter 9 with the Pharisees.  Their refusal to
see what’s right in front of them is a perfect example of what it looks like to have
a hard heart.

So, if you have your Bibles, go ahead and turn with me to John chapter 9,
starting at verse 24.

It’s been a couple weeks since we’ve been in chapter 9 - so while you turn there
I’ll just do a little recap of where we are…

Chapter 9 starts with Jesus and his disciples in Jerusalem.  And as they’re
walking along the road, they see a blind man.  The disciples assumed his
blindness was caused by his sin or his parent’s sin, but Jesus said neither was
the case!

Then Jesus makes some mud, puts it on the eyes of the blind man and tells him
to go wash in the nearby pool.  The man went and washed his face and he was
healed!
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Everyone was astonished!  His story spread quickly, but not everyone believed it.
So, they took the blind man to the Pharisees - they’re a group of Jewish religious
leaders.  Like the disciples, the Pharisees assumed the man was a sinner.  They
actually didn’t believe he had been born blind.

So they began by questioning his parents.  But his parents said: Hey, he’s of age,
he makes his own decisions.

If you remember, they said that because they were afraid of being kicked out of
the synagogue.  The Pharisees made it known that if anyone chooses to follow
Jesus, they’d be kicked out of the synagogue.

This is where we pick up at verse 24…

John 9:24 - A second time they [the Pharisees] summoned the man who
had been blind. “Give glory to God by telling the truth,” they said. “We
know this man [Jesus] is a sinner.”

This is a very Jewish way of saying, “God is our witness!  We want you to own up
and admit the truth in front of us and God!”  Think of it like swearing an oath in a
court of law.

They want this man to swear to tell the truth - and in their minds, he couldn’t have
been blind.  He must have been trying to pull one over on everyone.  They’re
thinking, How could he claim to have been healed by Jesus?  We KNOW that
Jesus is a sinner!  After all, no sinner could heal a blind person!

25 He replied, “Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do
know. I was blind but now I see!” 26 Then they [the Pharisees] asked him,
“What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27 He answered, “I
have told you already and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it
again? Do you want to become his disciples too?”

That “too” is significant.  The ESV and NKJV says, “Do you also want to become
his disciples?”  This is a jab at the Pharisees, but it’s also a confession.  His
statement implies that he’s now a disciple of Jesus.
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But he’s not yet what we would call a “Christian.”  Verse 17 shows us that the
man thought Jesus was a prophet - think of John the Baptist.  Any legit prophet
was understood to be from God.

So, the man who was blind knew Jesus was from God and he was willing to
follow him, but he’s still unaware of the divinity of Jesus.

Still, his little jab at the Pharisees made them angry…

28 Then they hurled insults at him and said, “You are this fellow’s disciple!
We are disciples of Moses! 29 We know [we are absolutely certain!] that
God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we don’t even know where he
comes from.” 30 The man answered, “Now that is remarkable! You don’t
know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes.

The man is astonished that these elite Jewish leaders don’t know where Jesus
comes from.  To our ears, his tone would sound something like, “Well that’s just
amazing!  How do you not know where he comes from?! After all, he opened my
eyes!”

Then, in verse 31, the man born blind continues with what he knows to be
certain.  He says…

31 We know [contrasting what the Pharisees claimed to know in verse
24] that God does not listen to sinners [This is a truth he’s taking from
Scripture: God does not listen to willful and unrepentant sinners -
people that hate God].

He listens to the godly person [the one who worships God] who does his
will. 32 Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind.
33 If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.”

I find it interesting that this man who had been blind all his life was no slouch
when it comes to God’s Word.  Obviously He hadn’t read it, but this was an oral
culture.  Today we mostly learn through reading, but back then most people
learned by hearing.
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Still, he wasn’t trained as a Jewish religious leader, and yet he was able to stand
toe to toe with the Pharisees and counter their arguments.  His argument was
simple…

Never in the history of ever, had anyone heard of someone restoring sight
to someone that was born blind - not even in the Scriptures!

In fact, the only time the Scriptures promised that sight would be restored to the
blind was through God Himself.

Psalm 146:8 - The LORD [Yahweh God] gives sight to the blind, the LORD
lifts up those who are bowed down, the LORD loves the righteous.

Isaiah makes a few references to the eyes of the blind being opened as well.  But
the point is that no one besides God has ever been able to make the blind see.

So the man who was once blind was like: How could you not know where Jesus
is from?  Obviously He is from God!  Otherwise He wouldn’t have been able to
restore my sight!

34 To this they [the Pharisees] replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth;
how dare you lecture us!” And they threw him out.

Again, they threw him out of the synagogue because the man was now a disciple
of Jesus.  But that’s not the end of the story…

35 Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he
said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?”

A couple things to note here.

The Greek form of the word believe means the continual act of putting your
trust in Jesus. It’s the kind of belief that continues throughout someone’s life.

It’s like being in a race.  You’re on the track, and you’re choosing to run.  Your
forward motion is the result of your belief.  You might stumble along the way.  You
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might fall and skin your knees… you might even stop at some point and just say
this is too much!

Philippians 3:14 - But God gives you the strength you need to press on [to
continue on believing] toward the goal to win the prize for which God has
called you heavenward in Christ Jesus.

That’s what it means to continue trusting in Jesus - believing in Him.  It’s not
always perfect - nobody is perfect; we all sin [falling down on the track] - but
through the strength that He gives we can continue to trust Him throughout
our life.

So again, Jesus asked the blind man, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?”

Jesus referred to Himself as the Son of Man more times than anything else.  It
was His unique way of referring to Himself.  To us in 2022, it probably sounds a
little weird.  But to a Jewish person in the 1st century, they would have known
exactly what Jesus was saying.

To the first century Jew, when they heard the words “Son of Man,” they would
have immediately thought of the promised Messiah that was to come and save
His people.  They would have had Daniel 7 in their minds… in fact, let’s take a
quick look at that…

Daniel 7:13 - [Daniel says] “In my vision at night I looked, and there before me
was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the
Ancient of Days and was led into his presence.

Daniel 7:14a - He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all nations
and peoples of every language worshiped him

Daniel 7:14b - His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away,
and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.”

This person who was “like a son of man” is who Jesus claimed to be!  He was
claiming to be the Messiah!  But if you’re a first century Jew, you’re still waiting
on the Messiah to come.  So, that’s why the man said to Jesus…
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36 “Who is he, sir [who is the Messiah]?” the man asked. “Tell me so that
I may believe in him.” 37 Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is
the one speaking with you.” 38 Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and
he worshiped him.

Not only does Jesus claim to be the Messiah - which, by the way, any claim to be
the Messiah is a claim to be God.  So, not only that, but the man had a real
conversion here!

He confessed that Jesus is Lord!  He confessed that He believes and trusts in
Jesus as His Messiah!  But John tells us even more - John lets us know that the
blind man WORSHIPED Jesus!

The Greek word for worship there means that he bowed down to a deity.  There’s
no question - this man who was once blind but now sees, his eyes are opened
both physically and spiritually because He now recognizes who Jesus is - He’s
God!

39 Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind
will see and those who see will become blind.”

Jesus is speaking about spiritual blindness.  He’s saying that He came to bring
light into the world so that the spiritually blind would see.  But at the same time,
his light would reveal that those who think they can see are the ones who are
really blind.

This is intended to remind us of John 1 where he says that…

John 1:9-10 - “The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the
world [meaning Jesus].  He was in the world, and though the world was made
through him, the world did not recognize him.

John 1:11-12 - He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive
him [think of Jews like the Pharisees].  12 Yet to all who did receive him [like
the man born blind], to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to
become children of God.”
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So in John 9, Jesus was saying to the man he healed that some people who
thought they knew God were in reality, blind.  God could stand right in front of
them, but they wouldn’t recognize Him.

John 9:40 - Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and
asked, “What? Are we blind too?” 41 Jesus said, “If you were blind, you
would not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you can see, your guilt
remains.

In other words, Jesus was saying that if the Pharisees were really “incapable of
understanding, they would not be guilty of sin.”1 But they are capable - they
claim to know God!  And therefore, they should know better… they should be
able to recognize God standing in front of them… but they don’t, because they’re
blind.

Again, this is what a hard heart looks like.  The Pharisees were so confident in
their own understanding that they were unwilling to listen and see what was right
in front of them.

Their unbelief was the cause of their spiritual blindness.

And with that, we come to the end of John chapter 9.  So, what can we learn
from the story of the blind man?

1. Obedience is important to God, but it’s not what saves us.

Jesus put mud on the eyes of the blind man and told him to go and wash in the
pool of Siloam so that he’d be healed of his blindness.

We don’t know if the blind man already knew Jesus, or if he had just heard of
Him?  It’s possible the blind man never heard of Jesus until the day Jesus healed
him.  But what we do know is that the man listened to Jesus.

1 Mounce, Robert H. “John.” The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Luke–Acts (Revised Edition). Ed.
Tremper Longman III and David E. Garland. Vol. 10. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2007. 497. Print.
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Why did he listen to Jesus?  If he had heard of Jesus before, maybe he thought
Jesus could actually heal him?  Or, maybe he simply obeyed because - well,
what else was he supposed to do?  He had mud in his eyes!

Either way, a miracle happened!  For the first time in his life, he could see!
Again, obedience is important to God, but it’s not what saves us.

Ephesians 2:8-9 says, “For it is by grace you have been saved, through
faith - and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God - not by works, so
that no one can boast.”

We are saved by the grace of God - that’s His gift to us when we put our faith in
Him.  So, as we saw in John 9, the man that was born blind came to a saving
knowledge of Jesus once He realized Jesus was the Messiah, the only one who
could save him from his sins.

One more thought from this passage…

2. Spiritual blindness can be the result of a hardened heart.

We live in this constant tension - I think we talked about this last week - this
tension where the part of us that loves the world wages war with the part of us
that loves God.

1 Peter 2:11 says, “Dear friends, I urge you … to abstain from sinful
desires, which wage war against your soul.”

We need to be willing to pray the difficult prayers… the kind of prayers where we
ask God to reveal the dark and sinful areas of our lives so that we can turn from
those sins.

How does God reveal the sinful areas of our lives?  He does so through His
Word…

Psalm 119:105 - Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.
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Psalm 119:130 - The unfolding of your words gives light; it gives
understanding to the simple.

It’s too easy to be like the Pharisees and think we know everything, but then be
completely blind to the sin in our lives.  So, I encourage all of us - myself included
- let’s be in God’s Word!  Let’s read it.  Let’s make His Word a priority in our lives.

And in His kindness, He will bless our time in His Word.  His Word will shine like
a light that guides our way.  And as we allow His light to fill our lives, that light will
naturally shine out through the things we say and do.

Which is why Jesus said, “Let your light shine before others, that they may
see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16)

Let’s Pray


