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Sermon Series: John - The Word of Life - Part 32
Message: “King of kings”
Text: John 10:1-10
Date: 08/07/2022

★ John’s purpose for writing was to connect people to Jesus! (John 20:30-31)
★ John was writing to Jewish Christians being kicked out of their synagogues (John 9:22)

Acts 17:1-9 - Jason
● It was dangerous to call Jesus the Messiah because of the unbelieving Jews
● It was dangerous to call Jesus your King because of Caesar [considered treason]

What does the title of King have to do with John 10 (Shepherds and sheep)?
- In the ancient world, Kings and their people were often referred to as Shepherds and sheep

● Example: Ezekiel 34 - This is the kind of Old Testament context Jesus would have had in
mind for John 10

John 10:1-6
● This chapter continues where we left off in chapter 9 with the Pharisees
● Shepherds kept their sheep safe at night through the use of sheep pens
● Only enemies of the sheep enter the pen by a way other than the gate
● The sheep knew their Shepherd’s voice - they wouldn’t follow anyone else
● Jesus is the Shepherd of God’s people (John 10:11, Ezekiel 34)

John 10:7-10
● (v8) “thieves and robbers” = the Jewish leaders of Jesus’ day.  Their voices were not the

voices of authentic shepherds
● (v9) Jesus is the gate - the way to salvation (eternal life)
● (v9) “come in and go out” = a saying that means “all the time”
● (v9) “find pasture” = “find rest in Jesus” (think Psalm 23)
● (v10) Following inauthentic shepherds only leads to death.  Jesus, the true Shepherd,

leads His sheep to life!
● (v10) “life” = John’s shorthand for “eternal life”

Jesus as “King of kings”
● Revelation 19:16 (see also 1 Timothy 6:15, Revelation 17:14)
● Psalm 23 - David’s King (Shepherd) is God Himself!
● Jesus is our King, and when we put our faith in Him, we are promised eternal life! And

the fruit of our faith will be shown through our trust in Him, our loyalty to Him and our
obedience for Him.

● We follow our Shepherd-King’s voice by aligning our life with His Word
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- Going Deeper -
For individual or small group study

1. READ 1 Timothy 6:11-16. These are Paul’s words written to his son in the faith and
coworker in Christ.  Timothy’s confession of faith would have been that Jesus is his God
and King (see John 18:33-39).

2. What would our everyday lives look like if we had a king instead of a president?  What
characteristics would make a good or bad king?  How might you have felt if you were
one of Jason’s friends being dragged to the city officials because you claimed Jesus to
be your King?

3. Scripture says that Jesus is our King of kings (Revelation 19:16; Revelation 17:14; 1
Timothy 6:15).  So, no matter where we live or what government is in charge, ultimately,
Jesus is in charge of our lives.  What does it mean to you that Jesus is your King?

4. READ Ezekiel 34. Note the royal Shepherd/sheep language. Ezekiel was a prophet of
God that lived during the events of the Babylonian exile, where Judah (and its capital
Jerusalem) were destroyed and the Jews living there were either killed or taken captive.
This is LONG after King David of the Old Testament.  So then who is the LORD talking
about in verses 23 and 24?  How is the LORD a good Shepherd/King to His people
(Look at the promises the LORD made to His people in Ezekiel 34)?

5. READ John 10:10. What kinds of inauthentic shepherds do we face today (in other
words, what voices are we tempted to follow other than Jesus)?  How will we recognize
the “voice” of Jesus (Read John 14:26, 16:12-15).1

Recommended Resources
Books:

● NIV Faithlife Illustrated Study Bible, christianbook.com, https://bit.ly/3kxieXw
YouTube Videos:

● Overview: John 1-12, by Bible Project

1 Note on the Spirit: “The Spirit “will not speak on his own” (RSV, “on his own authority”) but “only what
he hears.” On a number of occasions Jesus made this same claim about himself (Jn 8:26–28; 12:49;
14:10). As the Son spoke only what he heard from the Father, so will the Spirit limit his teaching ministry
to “whatever he is told.” We are not to expect new (in the sense of additional) truth from the Spirit but a
fuller understanding and appreciation of truth already known. As Paul put it, we have received the Spirit
so that “we may get an insight into the blessings God has graciously given us” (1 Co 2:12).”
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