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Sermon Series: John - The Word of Life - Part 33
Message: “The Good Shepherd”
Text: John 10:11-21
Date: 08/14/2022

★ John’s purpose for writing was to connect people to Jesus! (John 20:30-31)
★ John was writing to Jewish Christians being kicked out of their synagogues (John 9:22)

The heart of living simply
● Philippians 4:10-13; Matthew 16:24

John 10:11-21
● (v11) “good” = “beautiful” “excellent”
● (v14-15) notice that Jesus compares our relationship of knowing Him with how He and

the Father know each other
● (v16) “other sheep” = Gentiles (those who are not Jewish)

○ John 3:16; romans 10:13
● (v16) “one flock and one shepherd” (see Galatians 3:28)
● (v17-18) No one has the authority to take the life of Jesus - Only He has the authority to

lay it down and “take it up again” (the resurrection)
● (v20) “raving mad” = insane

Jesus really is our Good Shepherd
● As Christians, we’re called to model our lives after the self-sacrificial heart of Jesus

○ Matthew 16:24; Colossians 3:17
● No matter how much power and influence we gain in this life, we can’t save ourselves

from our own sin.
● Only Jesus can save us, and He does so out of His sacrificial love for His sheep.

○ John 15:13; Romans 5:8
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- Going Deeper -
For individual or small group study

1. Why do you think we have a human desire for power and control?  In what ways have
you seen this desire played out in your life?

2. What do you think about this Brethren In Christ value: “Living Simply: We value
uncluttered lives, which free us to love boldly, give generously, and serve joyfully.”  How
does this value contrast with the desire for power and control?  What areas of your life
could benefit from the value of living simply?

3. READ Ezekiel 34:11-16 and John 10:11. How would you describe the heart of God
from these verses?

4. READ John 17. How would you describe the heart of Jesus for His sheep
(disciples/followers)?

5. READ John 10:14-15. What does it mean to know Jesus?

6. Clearly Jesus had a self-sacrificial heart for His people.  In what ways can we reflect that
kind of heart in our own lives?

Recommended Resources
Books:

● NIV Faithlife Illustrated Study Bible, christianbook.com, https://bit.ly/3kxieXw
YouTube Videos:

● Overview: John 1-12, by Bible Project

https://bit.ly/3kxieXw

