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John - Part 33 - Sermon Manuscript - The Good Shepherd

My wife and I (mostly my wife) have been watching these “tiny home” shows.
How many of you have seen these?

Well, I know that Amanda would love to live in a tiny home… but me… my first
thought is: Where would I put my drums?!

But I can appreciate the idea behind living in a tiny home.  It’s about living simply.
It’s about only having what you really need and enjoy.  It’s about freeing up your
finances so you can (theoretically) have more time and money to do the things
you like to do.

Honestly, it sounds a lot like one of our denominations’ core values.  The official
Brethren In Christ website lists several core values of the Christian life.  All of
these are principles that we see in the Bible.  And one of them is…

Living Simply.

[bicus.org] The website defines living simply like this: “We value
uncluttered lives, which free us to love boldly, give generously, and serve
joyfully.”1

Again, this goes right along with Scripture.  For example…

Philippians 4:10-11 says, “I rejoiced greatly in the Lord that at last you renewed
your concern for me. Indeed, you were concerned, but you had no opportunity to
show it. 11 I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be
content whatever the circumstances.

Philippians 4:12-13 - I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to
have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every
situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 13
I can do all this through him who gives me strength.”

1 www.bicus.org/about/what-we-believe/core-values/



2

Paul is saying that he’s learned to be content in all situations because Jesus
gives him strength.  But the world teaches us the opposite.  The world tells us
every day that we don’t have enough… that if we just worked harder we could
get whatever we want.

[Blank] That desire for more and more is rooted in the desire for power and
control. It’s about indulging ourselves and getting what we want, whenever we
want it.

But at the heart of living simply is the opposite of selfishness.  A Christian that
strives to live simply looks like this…

Matthew 16:24 - “Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be
my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.”

That’s the opposite of selfishness.  It’s not about you or me… It’s about Jesus.

Living simply is about shedding our worldly burdens so that we can focus on
God’s Kingdom work - connecting other people to Jesus.

[Blank] But whether or not you choose to live in a tiny home… that’s up to you…
honestly, I doubt I will, but that’s besides the point.  What I want to focus on today
is the selfless heart of Jesus.  His life and death are a model for how we ought to
approach living our lives.

[John Part 33] So today we’re back in John chapter 10.  Go ahead and turn
there with me.  We’re in John 10, starting with verse 11.

As you get there, just a quick recap.  We’re talking about sheep and shepherds
here.  Last week we learned that shepherds were often used as metaphors for
leaders, especially kings.  And that’s what John 10 is telling us - Jesus is our
King.

But our King knows each and every one of His sheep.  He knows us by name -
just as a literal shepherd would know his sheep.

I actually asked Lori this week what the names of her sheep are…
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[Picture of Sheep] These hungry sheep are Jill, Jackie and Rusty - although
Rusty is a ram.  She said they also have Nellie, Moya, Nina, Dottie, Dollie, Noel,
Martha and her twin sister Mary (who unfortunately passed away last year during
birthing complications), Nova, Darla and Daisy, Nebby, Jam and Jelly, Reese,
Izzy and finally, Diana!

[Blank] And funny enough, Lori said that they all know EXACTLY who feeds
them!  She also said that as their shepherd, she definitely knows them and even
recognizes their different personalities.  And of course, they listen to her voice.

In the same way, as followers of Jesus, we know His voice!  Most of us even
have it printed in these nice leather bound books!  So as His sheep, we know His
voice, but He also knows us!  Our King Jesus knows every hair on our head.  He
knows us; He protects us; He never abandons us… and today’s verses we’ll see
just how far the love of Jesus goes…

John 10:11 - “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his
life for the sheep.

Talk about the very definition of selflessness.  Jesus chose to lay down His life for
us.  Self-sacrifice for others is the opposite of having a desire for power and
control.

Maybe this is a hard thing to wrap our minds around, but our God and King -
Creator of heaven and earth - sustainer of all things - There’s no question that He
has unlimited power and that He’s truly in control.

When God looks at the world and sees the ugliness of sin, He doesn’t choose to
wipe us all off the face of the earth - He doesn’t choose to forget about us - No,
instead, our God and King looks on us with compassion - so much so that He
chose to sacrifice Himself on the cross for our sins.
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[Good] Our Good Shepherd laid His life down for us.  That word “good” in Greek
has the sense of “beautiful” or “excellent.”2 It “stresses the beauty of what
[Jesus] did for those who” have put their faith in Him and “entered His fold.”3

The beauty of His goodness shines through His self sacrifice for His sheep.

So in contrast to the good shepherd, Jesus continues…

[Blank] John 10:12-13 - “The hired hand is not the shepherd and does not own
the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs
away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13 The man runs away
because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.”

The contrast is the fact that the Good Shepherd knows and loves His sheep, but
the hired hand does not.  The hired hand cares more about his own life than he
does for the sheep.

John 10:14-15 - “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep
know me—15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father—and I lay
down my life for the sheep.”

If you can, underline or highlight the word “know.”

This is more than just… I “know” my friend Bob.  But Bob doesn’t completely
know my heart and I don’t completely know his.

But when we say that Jesus knows us and we know Him, that knowing goes
beyond the bounds of friendship.  It’s more than even our best friendships.  Look
at what Jesus compares knowing Him to…

He says that He and His sheep know each other so well that He compares their
relationship to Him and the Father knowing each other!  That’s deep!

And if that’s not enough, He follows it up with the fact that, again, He lays His life
down for the sheep.  He continues…

3 Ibid.

2 Mounce, Robert H. “John.” The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Luke–Acts (Revised Edition). Ed.
Tremper Longman III and David E. Garland. Vol. 10. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2007. 502. Print.
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[Blank] John 10:16 - I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must
bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and
one shepherd.

Jesus is talking about people who are not Jewish.  He didn’t just come to save
His Jewish sheep.  Jesus came to save the world!  Remember John 3:16?  “For
God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”

So, there will be some Jewish believers (like Jason - we talked about him last
week), but there will also be a lot of non-Jewish believers.  But they’re not
separate flocks of sheep.  They’re one flock under one shepherd.  This reminds
me of Paul’s words…

Galatians 3:28 - “There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free,
nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”

No matter who you are or where you live, if you’re a follower of Jesus, you are
part of His one flock.  I often use the other biblical metaphor in that if you’re a
follower of Jesus, then you’re adopted into His forever family.  Again, it doesn’t
matter who you are or what you’ve done - The Scripture says that…

Romans 10:13 - “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be
saved.”

Everyone means everyone.  There’s no sin that the grace of God won’t cover
when we put our faith and trust in Him.

[Blank] John 10:17-18 - The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my
life—only to take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my
own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This
command I received from my Father.”

I love this!  We all know that Jesus was put on the cross and killed.  Jesus knew
that was going to happen.  But here He says that no one takes His life!  No one
even has the authority to kill Him!
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Instead, Jesus chooses to lay His life down for His sheep.  He’s the only one that
has the authority to not only give up His life, but also conquer death!  That’s what
He means by taking His life up again - He’s talking about the resurrection!

John 10:19-21 - The Jews who heard these words were again divided. 20 Many
of them said, “He is demon-possessed and raving mad [insane]. Why listen to
him?”  21 But others said, “These are not the sayings of a man possessed by a
demon. Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?”

Okay, so the reaction of the Jews listening was that either Jesus was possessed
by a demon, or He was insane.  Notice that the others didn’t feel the need to
counter the insanity argument?  Or maybe it’s that John didn’t feel the need to
write it down?  Either way, clearly Jesus wasn’t insane.

So was He demon possessed?  Some who were there said that would be
impossible too!  Because a demon doesn’t have the power to open the eyes of
the blind - think back to the blind man that Jesus healed in John chapter 9.

If you remember, we actually looked at the Scriptures and it turns out that only
God has the power to open the eyes of the blind!  The Jews there already knew
that, but it’s okay for us to fact check them with their own Scriptures.

So, what is all this telling us?

John 10 is all about the fact that Jesus is King.  But here in our passage today
we see exactly what kind of a King Jesus is.  He’s one that actually loves His
sheep and was willing to lay down His life for them.

He really is our Good Shepherd.

And as Christians, we’re called to model our lives after the heart of Jesus.  That
means that we ought to have a self-sacrificial heart as well.  Again, it’s all about
denying ourselves and carrying our cross daily.  That’s not to say that we can’t
enjoy anything … but it’s like Paul said…
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Colossians 3:17 - “Whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.”

It’s about having the right perspective in life.

[Blank] This makes me think about the fact that my family and I have been
watching the Marvel Movies… I’ve seen a lot of them, but this time we decided to
watch them in chronological order.

Obviously the Marvel movies are not Christian movies, but if you’re paying
attention, you’ll definitely pick up on some biblical themes throughout.  One of the
more obvious is my favorite quote in the whole series…

In the first Avenger’s movie, this guy named Loki was trying to take over the
world.  He desperately wanted to be his own king.  He was completely self
absorbed and had an overwhelming desire for power.

So at one point, I think he’s somewhere in New York City, he actually forces a
bunch of people to kneel before him.

[Loki Picture] They were supposed to recognize him as their new king.

But flying overhead was a secret agent named Natasha Romanoff (aka: Black
Widow) and along with her was Captain America.  The Captain decides to go
down there and save the people from Loki.  But before he does, Natasha warns
him.  She says…

“These guys come from legend. They're basically gods.” But Captain America
says, “There is only one God, ma'am, and I'm pretty sure he doesn't dress like
that.”

[Blank] But time and time again in these movies we see Captain America
choose to put his own life on the line just to save others.

In his first movie, he actually jumped on a grenade to save his buddies, and that
was before he had any powers!  Thankfully it turned out to be a dummy grenade,
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but still, I just found it really interesting that in each movie, the theme of self
sacrifice is celebrated.

But here’s the thing…

As much as I love Captain America, the overall theme of these movies is that
when we work together, humanity can do anything, including saving ourselves
from narcissistic, power hungry, god-like beings.

But the biblical truth teaches just the opposite.  The truth is that no matter how
hard we work together, we can’t save ourselves.

No matter how much power and influence we gain in this life, we can’t save
ourselves from our own sin.

Only the power of Jesus can do that.  When we put our faith and trust in Jesus,
it’s through His power and authority that we are forgiven!  And it’s all because He
chose to lay His life down for us and take it up again - and He did that out of His
love for us…

In John 15:13, Jesus says, “Greater love has no one than this: to lay down
one’s life for one’s friends.”

And Paul says in Romans 5:8, “God demonstrates his own love for us in
this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

Two things:
● Have you trusted in Jesus for the forgiveness of your sins?
● How can you reflect the heart of Jesus this week?

[Blank] Let’s Pray


