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★ John’s purpose for writing was to connect people to Jesus! (John 20:30-31)
★ John was writing to Jewish Christians being kicked out of their synagogues (John 9:22)

John 12:9-11
● It’s possible that thousands of people came to see Jesus and Lazarus
● The religious leaders planned to kill both Jesus and Lazarus sometime after the festival
● The crowds were believing in Jesus based on His power, not the fact that He was the

Savior of their souls.  Rebellion was in the air (see also John 6:15)

John 12:12-19
● Palm Sunday, the day Jesus enters Jerusalem while people cheered with palm branches
● “Triumphal entries” were common in the ancient world as a King returned home from a

successful battle.
● “Hosanna” means “saves” (ex: the king saved them from their destruction)
● Palms had been a national symbol of Judea for a couple hundred years

Luke 19:39-44
● “The stones will cry out” → Habakkuk 2:11
● Habakkuk 2:9-12 - The stones and beams are witnesses to Babylon’s wickedness/guilt
● Luke 19:40 - The stones are witnesses of the people’s guilt
● Luke 19:41-44 - While in tears, Jesus pronounces judgment on Jerusalem because His

own people didn’t recognize the time of God’s coming to them (see John 1:9-11)

Jesus is a conquering King!  He conquered death so that we will have life and the forgiveness
of sins (Habakkuk 1:13; Romans 5:8)



- Going Deeper -
For individual or small group study

1. Consider This: Jesus wasn’t the kind of conquering Savior-King they expected.  Despite
the royal treatment, He entered Jerusalem on a young donkey, not the kind of war horse
victorious Kings would ride.  And as He entered, He wasn’t celebrating with everyone.
Instead, He was so overcome with grief that He wept for them because they
misunderstood who He was.  As they stood there cheering and waving their palms (the
symbol of their nation) Jesus pronounced judgment on them because their own political
agendas blinded them from recognizing Him as their Almighty God - The same God who
loved the world so much that He came to give His life for their sins so that through faith
in Him they would be adopted into His forever family. In what ways might this be a
different picture of Palm Sunday than you’ve previously understood?

2. A Little Jewish History: Between the years of 175BC and 134BC were what’s known
as the Maccabean Revolts.  These revolts were Jewish uprisings against the nations in
power.  These revolts are described in 8 books, 2 of which are included in Catholic
Bibles: 1 & 2 Maccabees.  While we don’t consider these books Scripture, they do help
us understand some New Testament Jewish background.  The following is an example
of a Jewish celebration after their victory in battle (btw, their victories were few):

○ Go to www.biblegateway.com and enter 1 Maccabees 13 in the NRSV Catholic
Edition.  Focus on verses 49-53.  What’s similar about this historical Jewish event
when compared to the “Triumphal Entry” of Jesus in John 12:12-16?

3. READ Luke 19:39-44 and Habakkuk 2:9-12. Both passages are about the judgment of
a nation (Hab. 2 = Babylonians; Lk. 19 = Jews).  In a court setting, witnesses are needed
for judgment.  Who/what are the witnesses in these passages?  What’s wrong with the
Jews wanting to take back their land by force?  What would have brought the Jews real
peace (Lk. 19:42)?

4. In what ways is Jesus misunderstood and/or used as a means to an end within our own
culture?  Consider the ways in which our culture has tried to redefine certain sins.

5. As Christians, considering things like politics, social agendas and war, how do we live in
the world but not be of the world (John 17:14-18, Philippians 3:17-21; see also Jeremiah
29:4-10)?

Recommended Resources
● NIV Faithlife Illustrated Study Bible, christianbook.com, https://bit.ly/3kxieXw
● “Overview: John 1-12” by Bible Project, search on YouTube

http://www.biblegateway.com
https://bit.ly/3kxieXw

