
Sermon Series: John - The Word of Life - Part 40
Message: “Unexpected”
Text: John 12:20-26
Date: 10/16/2022

★ John’s purpose for writing was to connect people to Jesus! (John 20:30-31)
★ John was writing to Jewish Christians being kicked out of their synagogues (John 9:22)

John 12:20-23
● (v20) “Greeks” = non-Jews (aka Gentiles); Gentiles were known to go to Jewish

Festivals as well, but they could go no further into the Temple than the Court of Gentiles
● (v21) “see” = visit
● (v22) Andrew, Philip and Peter were all from Bethsaida (John 1:44)
● (v23) “the hour has come” - compare with John 2:4, 7:30 and 8:20

John 12:24-26
● (v24-25) In a way, we are like the seeds

○ Selfishness = seeks to glorify ourselves over God
○ Selflessness = seeks to glorify God over ourselves

● (v25) “loves their life/hates their life” = semitic idiom; refers to a fundamental preference,
not literal hatred

○ Luke 9:23 - “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up
their cross daily and follow me.”

○ Old self vs. New self (Ephesians 4:22-24)
● (v24-26) Jesus is responding in such a way that puts it on His disciples to connect

people to Him (remember, His time had come)
● (v24-25) We are like the seeds, but in the immediate context, Jesus is the seed.  He

chooses to die so that His death produces many seeds (followers of Jesus)

Consider This:
● How is Jesus changing your heart today?
● In what unexpected ways might He be asking us to let go so that we continue to grow in

our faith?



- Going Deeper -
For individual or small group study

1. READ Philippians 2:1-11. “selfish ambition” means a strong drive for personal success
without any kind of moral compass.  In what ways are you tempted by selfish ambition?
What’s Paul’s remedy to selfish ambition?

2. How is Jesus the best example of selflessness?

3. Are there any examples of a “good” kind of selfishness?  Also, is it possible to take the
principle of selflessness too far? (Consider passages like Jeremiah 29:4-9 and Acts
2:42-47)

4. READ Ephesians 4:17-24. “created to be like God” literally means “in His image.”  Our
purpose as followers of Jesus is to be His imagers in this world.  We do that by putting
on our “new self.”  What does this look like in your life?  How is Jesus changing the
attitude of your mind?

5. How is Jesus like the seed in His illustration?  How are we like the seed as well when it
comes to our spiritual growth in Jesus?

6. READ Luke 9:23-25. What is God saying to you through these words?

Recommended Resources
● NIV Faithlife Illustrated Study Bible, christianbook.com, https://bit.ly/3kxieXw
● “Overview: John 1-12” by Bible Project, search on YouTube

https://bit.ly/3kxieXw

