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John - Part 40 - Sermon Manuscript - Unexpected

Go ahead and turn with me to John 12, starting at verse 20.  And as you get
there…

Have you ever asked a question but the answer you received was unexpected?

Last weekend my wife and I took a trip to New Hampshire, and while we were
there we visited the largest drum store on the planet…

Drum Center Pic

That’s a pretty big claim!  So, while we were there I had to ask the owner… I
said, “How do you know for sure that you’re the largest drum store on earth?”

I thought maybe he’d have all the statistics… like the square footage of his store,
and how much larger they are from the second largest store, etc.

[Blank 1] But he just said, “Well, when you’ve been in this business for 20 years,
you just know!”

Even though that wasn’t really answering my question, I said, “That’s good
enough for me!”  At least he gave me some kind of answer…

Have you ever seen a debate where a question is asked but the person never
actually responds to the question… they just change the subject.

Some might say that’s what Jesus did in our passage this morning.  But I’m
hoping we’ll see that’s not actually the case.  Jesus responded to His disciples,
but His response was very unexpected…

John 12:20-23 - Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to
worship at the festival. 21 They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in
Galilee, with a request. “Sir,” they said, “we would like to see Jesus.” [We’d like
to have a chat with Jesus] 22 Philip went to tell Andrew; Andrew and Philip in
turn told Jesus.
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John 12:23 - Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be
glorified.

I’m thinking that’s not the answer Philip and Andrew expected.  They probably
thought Jesus would be glad to visit with the Greeks.

But instead, Jesus seems to change the subject.

Now, it’s possible that Jesus did meet with them but John doesn’t record it.
Either way, the answer Jesus gave probably caught Philip and Andrew off guard!

Clearly what Jesus just said was important, but did they understand it?  Probably
not!  In the past, Jesus had this habit of telling people that His hour had not yet
come, but no one ever really understood what He was talking about.

We know that He was talking about His death and resurrection, but at this point in
time His disciples didn’t understand that Jesus had to die.

But now, for the first time, Jesus is saying that the hour has come.  We’ve
reached a turning point.  Something big is about to happen!

So Jesus continues…

John 12:24-26 - Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground
and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. 25
Anyone who loves their life will lose it, while anyone who hates their life in this
world will keep it for eternal life. 26 Whoever serves me must follow me; and
where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves
me.

For me, this is one of those passages that if I read it too quickly, I pretty much
have no idea what Jesus is talking about.  I’m just curious if this is true for you…?

V.24 - …unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains
only a single seed [In other words, the seed is still attached to the plant… it
can’t grow on its own unless it falls to the ground]. But if it dies [if it falls to the
ground], it produces many seeds.
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This illustration of a seed producing many seeds is really important so I thought it
would be good to see what that actually looks like…

Timelapse Seed Video

Now, I don’t think Jesus was trying to be scientifically accurate when He said the
seed needs to die.  I’m no expert in this, but according to Google, the seed isn’t
exactly dead when it falls because it has a living plant embryo inside it.

And if the right conditions are met - sunlight and water - that embryo will grow
just like we saw in the video.

But again, Jesus wasn’t trying to be scientific - He was making a theological
point.  So He goes on to say…

John 12:25 - Anyone who loves their life will lose it, while anyone who
hates their life in this world will keep it for eternal life.

Again, think of the seed.  Imagine the seed loving its life so much that it stays on
the stalk of wheat.  It refuses to fall!  But if it doesn’t fall, it’ll eventually die with
the rest of the plant.

But if the seed is willing to let go of its life on the plant, it will continue to live.

The same is true for us… We are like the seeds.

Jesus is saying that if we love our life in this world so much that we’re not willing
to let go and allow Jesus to change us, we can’t truly live.

We need to die to ourselves so that we can live… but what does that really
mean?  Think of it like this: It’s the difference between…

Selfishness vs. Selflessness

If we’re selfish, we’re seeking to glorify ourselves over God.  If we’re
selfless, we’re seeking to glorify God over ourselves.
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The thing with selfishness is that it often follows right behind something good…

I think I’ve told this story before but years ago my grandmother made this
amazing orange angel food cake… and when I say amazing, I mean amazing!

So when she passed away, my dad and I eventually realized that we’d never
have this cake again.  But my wife decided to try and recreate it, and over the
years she has come to perfect it…

To the point where last month, when she made it for my dad’s birthday, I mean it
was like my grandma was looking down from heaven, smiling and saying to my
wife, well done, good and faithful granddaughter!

So, after we all had a piece and the party was over, my dad was generous and
allowed us to have half of what was left.  That was selfless.

Later that night, I’m pretty sure I heard my name being called in the kitchen…
except it wasn’t my wife or the kids, it was the cake.  And I remember thinking,
one more slice couldn’t hurt!

Then the next morning, I heard my name again… So I got the last piece out of
the fridge, but then I remembered what my wife said to me the night before - she
said, “Make sure you leave enough for the kids!”  That would have been selfless
of me.

But the next morning I gave in to temptation and chose to be selfish.

Now, I know for most of us that’s funny!  Maybe you can relate… but think about
it.  I chose myself over others.  I chose to satisfy my desires over blessing others.

I’d even go as far as to say my indulgence was a good example of gluttony.
Gluttony is the sin of eating more than we need, or eating more than our share.
It’s an overindulgence.  It’s an example of excessive behavior.

It’s the kind of behavior that seeks to satisfy myself rather than glorify God.
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I don’t think I have to tell you how the culture we live in celebrates living in
excess.  My cake example might be a little silly, but it’s a good example of the
kind of mindset that says: I want what I want and I want it now.

That’s the mindset of the seed that’s not willing to fall.  It’s the kind of mindset
that leads to destruction.  As Jesus said…

John 12:25 - “Anyone who loves their life will lose it, while anyone who
hates their life in this world will keep it for eternal life.”

But let’s not misunderstand Jesus here.  He’s not saying that we should literally
hate our life… like, “I hate my life… I wish I would die…”  He’s also not asking us
to live a life of completely denying ourselves of basic needs.

This contrast between love and hate is an ancient idiom that refers to
preference.1 Verse 25 is about preferring to follow the world, or preferring to
follow Jesus.  This is why He says in verse 26…

John 12:26 - “Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my
servant also will be.  My Father will honor the one who serves me.”

These verses very much reflect the words of Jesus in Luke 9:23…

Luke 9:23 - “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and
take up their cross daily and follow me.”

This is what it means to die to yourself.  It’s about trusting God enough to let go
and fall to the ground like the seed, knowing that God is going to change us into
something new (born again).

When we allow God to change us from the inside out, we begin to grow like the
seed.  We become something new…

1 “By contrast, the one who hates his life (the love/hate contrast reflects a semitic idiom that articulates
fundamental preference, not hatred on some absolute scale.”

Carson, D. A. The Gospel according to John. Leicester, England; Grand Rapids, MI: Inter-Varsity
Press; W.B. Eerdmans, 1991. Print. The Pillar New Testament Commentary.
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The Apostle Paul talks about this in Ephesians 4.  He says…

Ephesians 4:22-24 - “You were taught, with regard to your former way of
life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful
desires; 23 to be made new in the attitude of your minds; 24 and to put on
the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.”

When we choose to follow Jesus, we’re allowing ourselves to be changed from
the inside out.  We’re being made new in the attitude of our minds - in other
words, we’re becoming more spiritually mature followers of Jesus.  We’re
growing in our faith.

[Blank] Just as the seed continues to grow under the light of the sun, we
continue to grow under the light of Jesus, the Son of God.  I love this picture…

Imagine what that seed goes through as it grows.  With the right conditions, it
survives the storms.

It might get knocked over, but after the rains stop and the sun comes back out,
that’s when it experiences a growth spurt.

That’s just like us - God can bring us through the storms of our lives and lift us
back up, allowing us to grow in our faith because we know we can trust Him.

So, back to Andrew and Philip asking their question, and then the
unexpected response of Jesus. It seems to me that Jesus was responding in
such a way that says…

I know they would like to see me, but I’m not going to be here much longer.  Now
it’s your turn to connect others to Me.

In that way, we are like the seeds.

But it’s not just us.  In the immediate context, Jesus is saying that He is the seed.
He must first be willing to die so that His death produces many seeds (or
followers of Jesus).
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His death was the ultimate, selfless sacrifice of love for us.  Because now,
through His death and the power of His resurrection, we can be saved from the
sins that keep us from the kind of relationship that God wants with us - All Jesus
asks of us in order to be saved from our sins is that we just believe in Him.

That belief is a choice.  On one hand, God draws people to Himself.  And at the
same time, the people He draws have a choice to put their faith in Him or not.

They can either choose to love their life so much that they’re not willing to let go
of their old self.  Or, they can choose to turn from their old self, allowing Jesus to
make them into something new.

My friend [......] - After all our conversations, he understood the message of
Jesus on an intellectual level, but he felt that following Jesus meant that he had
to let go of his lifestyle, which he wasn’t willing to do.

He didn’t understand that when we choose Jesus, He works inside of us,
changing us - slowly but surely, the sin we once loved begins to lose its appeal.
That’s part of spiritual growth.

And spiritual growth is a process.  It’s an everyday thing (carry your cross daily).
We’ll never be perfectly sinless in this life, but with Jesus, we have the
forgiveness of our sins.

How is Jesus changing our hearts today?  In what unexpected ways might He be
asking us to let go so that we continue to grow in our faith?

Pray


