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Message: “Here I Am”
Text: John 12:37-50
Date: 10/30/2022

★ John’s purpose for writing was to connect people to Jesus! (John 20:30-31)
★ John was writing to Jewish Christians being kicked out of their synagogues (John 9:22)

A little Old Testament Context…

Deuteronomy 29:2-6
● The Israelites witnessed God at work, and yet they still ended up abandoning Him

Isaiah 6:1-10
● (v8) Whom shall I send? … Isaiah said, “Here I am. Send me!”
● (v9) God’s people heard His Word and saw His works, and they still abandoned Him
● (v10) Israel brought this on themselves. They abandoned God, so in turn He hardened

their hearts (gave them over to their own sin)

Fast forward to the New Testament…

John 12:37-41
● (v37) Despite the ‘signs’ Jesus performed revealing who He is, some people still didn’t

believe in Him as the Messiah
● (v40) quoting Isaiah 6:10 - God’s hardening was in response to their rejection of God
● (v41) John interprets the prophet Isaiah as having seen the preincarnate Jesus!!

John 12:42-50
● (v48) “the one who rejects me” = has the sense of continual rejection (compare with 2

Timothy 4:7)
● We can respond to God in two ways:

○ We can choose to believe
○ We can choose to reject

● God’s heart is that everyone would be saved (1 Timothy 2:4).  His plan of redemption
was established before the creation of the world (Ephesians 1:4-5)

● Let’s not be ashamed of the gospel message of Jesus (Mark 8:38; Luke 9:26)

Consider This: Am I the kind of Christian who believes, but I keep silent because of what
others might think? (John 12:42-43)



- Going Deeper -
For individual or small group study

1. READ John 12:42-43. Why does our social status and/or approval from others have
such a strong hold on us?  What’s so bad about human praise?

2. READ Mark 8:34-38. What does it mean to take up our cross and follow Jesus?  What
would cause us to be ashamed of the words of Jesus in today’s world?

3. READ Colossians 4:5–6. How can we make our faith in Jesus be more evident in the
way we talk to people outside of church?  What gospel conversation opportunities are
we missing (or having) in our everyday interactions with people?

4. What encouragement did you take from the video that Pastor Scott shared? (Watch
again on Youtube, search: “Overcoming Fears for Intentional Workplace Evangelism”)

5. Who in your life would you like to see come to know Jesus as their Savior?  Take some
time to pray for them.

Recommended Resources
● NIV Faithlife Illustrated Study Bible, christianbook.com, https://bit.ly/3kxieXw
● “Overview: John 1-12” by Bible Project, search on YouTube

https://bit.ly/3kxieXw

