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John - Part 42 - Sermon Manuscript - Here I Am

Amanda was watching a show the other day - I can’t remember what it was
called - but I caught a scene or two…

There was this family that always eats together at the dinner table.  There was
the husband and wife and kids, the lazy freeloading brother in law, and the
mom… there might have been someone else as well.

Anyway, the wife has a full time job and was clearly tired and stressed.  She
didn’t have a good day.  But even though her day was rough, she still managed
to get dinner on the table.

From what I could tell, it looked pretty good!  I mean, it was more involved than
Kraft Mac N Cheese.  It was a full course meal!

And when the wife served it, no one said thank you… no one mentioned how
good it was… they all just continued in their conversation as the wife sat there in
silence.

And as they dug in, the lazy brother in law spoke up and said, “My ham is cold!”

Everyone got quiet.  The look on his sister (I’m guessing) was priceless… Her
eyes were like daggers… and he looked like, “What?! My ham is cold!”  Like,
“What’s the big deal?!”

I’m sure you can imagine how the rest of this scene played out!

I’m very new to the show and yet it was clear to me that no matter how hard
she tried to work and do all these things for the family, nothing was ever
good enough!

[…I’m sure nobody here can relate with that!]

I’m reminded of this scene because there’s a similar kind of attitude from God’s
people in the Old Testament when He took them out of Egyptian slavery and
eventually gave them their own land.
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It wasn’t long before they were ungrateful and started doing things their own way.
So God punished them by making them wander in the desert for 40 years before
He would allow them to enter into the land that He promised them.

But just before they entered the promised land, Moses gave a speech to the
entire Israelite nation…

Deuteronomy 29:2-6 - Moses summoned all the Israelites and said to them:
Your eyes have seen all that the LORD did in Egypt to Pharaoh, to all his officials
and to all his land. 3 With your own eyes you saw those great trials, those
signs and great wonders. 4 But to this day the LORD has not given you a
mind that understands or eyes that see or ears that hear.

[SLIDE] 5 Yet the LORD says, “During the forty years that I led you through the
wilderness, your clothes did not wear out, nor did the sandals on your feet. 6 You
ate no bread and drank no wine or other fermented drink. I did this so that you
might know that I am the LORD your God.”

[Blank] And yet, even though the Israelites literally saw God’s miracles with their
own eyes, Moses describes a time when God’s people would start relying on
themselves rather than God.  He says that they would abandon the covenant of
the LORD, and God Himself, so that they could worship other gods.

If you know the story of the Israelites, then you know things ultimately didn’t work
out so well for them because they often would abandon God and just do their
own thing, so eventually God gave them over to their own sin.

But this is one of those things that always gets me… The Isrealites always
seemed to suffer from memory loss!

Imagine experiencing what it was like to cross the red sea on dry ground after
God parted it so you could get away from people that wanted you as a slave…

Imagine experiencing what it was like to live and walk in the desert for 40 years
and yet your clothes never wore out and there was always food and water
miraculously provided for you.
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Imagine seeing God as a pillar of smoke by day and a pillar of fire by night as
you were led through the desert into the promised land.

We would have seen God at work in undeniable ways!  So, it’s hard for me to
imagine a scenario where we’d abandon our faith and loyalty in God.

But that’s exactly what would happen with the Israelite people over and over
again…

God is patient.  But after years of unfaithfulness, He eventually brings judgment
on Israel.

Fast forward through Old Testament history and we come to Isaiah chapter 6
where we see that the prophet Isaiah is suddenly in the midst of God’s throne
room.

Isaiah talks about seeing spiritual beings called seraphim flying around, all
shouting “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his
glory.”

As Isaiah takes this all in, he immediately realizes how much of a sinner he and
his people were.  So he cries out, terrified for his life, but just then one of the
seraphim flies over to him with a hot piece of coal.  He took the hot coal and
touched it to Isaiah’s lips, and said, “your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned
for.”

Then the voice of the LORD said, “Whom shall I send?  And who will go for us?”
This is where Isaiah said, “Here I am.  Send me!”  God then said to Isaiah…

Isaiah 6:9 - He said, “Go and tell this people: “‘Be ever hearing, but never
understanding; be ever seeing, but never perceiving.’

God’s people would hear His Word through His prophets and even see His
works, and yet they still would turn their backs on Him, which is why they’re
about to endure God’s judgment.
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Isaiah 6:10 - Make the heart of this people calloused; make their ears dull
and close their eyes.  Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with
their ears, understand with their hearts, and turn and be healed.”

[Blank]

This isn’t God being cruel.  This is God exercising His judgment on Israel
because of their unfaithfulness.  In other words, they brought this on themselves.
They had no excuse for breaking their covenant with Yahweh God and
abandoning Him for other little “g” gods.

So, God gave them over to their own sin and they would continue in His
judgment until all His people were sent far away from their own land - the land
that God had once promised them.

Fast forward several hundred years later and we get to our passage in John 12.
The Israelites at this point are back in their land, but it’s not really their land
anymore.  The Roman Empire is in charge.

So during this time, some of God’s people were just trying to survive, day by day,
hoping that their Messiah would come someday soon.  But others, like the
religious leaders, were content with the way things were.  They enjoyed their
social status, wealthy lifestyle, and the little bit of authority the Roman Empire
allowed them to have.

So when Jesus came, He performed many signs and miracles that revealed who
He really was: God in the flesh!  The Messiah!  But look at what John records
about God’s own people…

John 12:37 - Even after Jesus had performed so many signs in their
presence, they still would not believe in him.

At this point in John’s Gospel:

Jesus turned water into wine; He healed a man’s son from a distance; He healed
a man who had been disabled for 38 years; He fed the thousands with 5 loaves
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of bread and 2 fish; He walked on water; He healed a blind man; and He raised
His friend Lazarus back from the dead.

And these are only some of the miracles.  John didn’t record all of them.  But
John says later in his book that these were recorded so that we would believe
Jesus is the Messiah - our God and King.

All of His miracles were much more than acts of power.  His purpose for
performing miracles was to reveal more of Himself.  They pointed to the fact that
He was God in the flesh.  But despite all the physical proof, many of His own
Israelite people still wouldn’t believe in Him.

Why wouldn’t they believe? John says:

John 12:38 - This was to fulfill the word of Isaiah the prophet: “Lord, who
has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the Lord been
revealed?”

In other words: Who has believed the words and works of the LORD?

John continues…

John 12:39-41 - For this reason they could not believe, because, as Isaiah
says elsewhere: ‘He has blinded their eyes and hardened their hearts, so
they can neither see with their eyes, nor understand with their hearts, nor
turn - and I would heal them.” (This is in the Isaiah 6 passage we already
talked about) Isaiah said this because he saw Jesus’ glory and spoke about
him.

We might wonder why God hardened their hearts?  But as we’ve already seen,
God’s hardening was in response to Israel’s own sin and rejection of God.

So again, the people who wouldn’t believe in Jesus - even after they had seen all
His miracles - they were already rejecting Him!  So, God gave them over to their
own unbelief.

Keep all this in mind and look at verses 41-50 with me…
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John 12:42-50 - Yet at the same time many even among the leaders believed in
him. But because of the Pharisees they would not openly acknowledge their faith
for fear they would be put out of the synagogue; 43 for they loved human praise
more than praise from God.

44 Then Jesus cried out, “Whoever believes in me does not believe in me only,
but in the one who sent me. 45 The one who looks at me is seeing the one who
sent me. 46 I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in
me should stay in darkness.

47 “If anyone hears my words but does not keep them, I do not judge that
person. For I did not come to judge the world, but to save the world. 48 There is
a judge for the one who [continually] rejects me and does not accept my words;
the very words I have spoken will condemn them at the last day. 49 For I did not
speak on my own, but the Father who sent me commanded me to say all that I
have spoken. 50 I know that his command leads to eternal life. So whatever I say
is just what the Father has told me to say.”

This passage has a lot of theological gems in it, but when you get right
down to it, it’s all about choice. We have the capacity to respond to God in
one of two ways: We can either choose to believe in Him, or we can choose to
reject Him.

God does draw people to Himself - we’ve seen that in John already.  But we also
know that God’s heart is that everyone would be saved (1 Tim. 2:4).  And so He
offers us the gift of salvation, but it’s up to us if we choose to accept it or reject it.

Yes, passages like Ephesians 1:4-5 says, God “chose us in Him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in
love, 5 having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself,
according to the good pleasure of His will.”

But that doesn’t mean that God chose person A and tough luck for person B.
These verses are talking about God’s overall plan of redemption.



7

He chose to allow humanity to survive despite our sinfulness;
He chose to provide a way for us to be saved from our sin through faith in Jesus;
He chose to give us the opportunity of being adopted into His family;
And all of this was part of His plan that He formed before the Creation of
the world!

That’s what God has done for us.  He simply asks that we would come and
receive His gift of salvation by putting our faith in Jesus.

But as Jesus says in both Mark and Luke:

Mark 8:38 - “If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous
and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of them when he
comes in his Father’s glory with the holy angels.” (Mark 8:38, Luke 9:26)

And so, in light of that, I find it interesting that some of the religious leaders
actually chose to believe in Jesus, but they hid their belief because they were
afraid of the Pharisees kicking them out of their churches (John 12:42).

John tells us they were afraid of the Pharisees finding out they believed in Jesus
because they loved human praise more than praise from God (John 12:43).

Think about that.  This is where we would do well to examine our own faith in
Jesus and ask ourselves: Does this passage describe me?

Am I the kind of Christian who believes, but I keep silent because of what
others might think?

All of us would probably have to admit that we fall into this category - maybe not
all the time - but I’m sure we’ve all experienced it.

Maybe you’ve experienced this at your job?  It’s not easy to share your faith at
the workplace, especially if the company you work for isn’t faith based.

This week I was encouraged by a short video about workplace evangelism and I
thought I’d share it with you this morning.
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It features two different stories from two company leaders in the New England
area—a place where they say many people don’t know Jesus and can even be
hostile toward Christianity - which, I can attest to… let’s just say Exeter and
Portsmouth NH felt very different from Lancaster in some ways!

Anyway, the services Dean and Rachel offer and the customers they serve are
very different, but they’ve been on a similar journey as Christian leaders. They
are learning how to be more direct and intentional in the opportunities they have
to share their faith, and at the same time they’re learning how to  remain caring
and compassionate.

Let’s watch…

[VIDEO] (4.5 minutes)

God calls all of us to be a light in this dark world.  All of us play a role in building
His kingdom here and now.  The question is, are we willing to echo the words of
Isaiah: Here I am Lord, send me.

And if we are, then, how can we, or how are we taking intentional steps in our life
to show and tell people about the love of Jesus and His gospel message?

Let’s Pray


