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★ John’s purpose for writing was to connect people to Jesus! (John 20:30-31)
★ John was writing to Jewish Christians being kicked out of their synagogues (John 9:22)

The Recurring Argument:
● Luke 9:46 - The disciples were arguing which of them would be the greatest

○ People wanted to force Jesus to be King (John 6:15)
○ The disciples were arguing about who would be second in command!

● Luke 22:24-26 - who would be the greatest?!
○ (v25) “Benefactors” - honorary title given to someone who has done service to

their country; especially with financial help.
○ (v26) the one who rules should be like the one who serves

John 13:1-17
● (v2) “the devil” [Satan] is equated with John’s use of “darkness” (John 3:19)
● (v3) compare with John 1:1-5
● (v4) “outer clothing” (or garments); the Greek is plural, meaning Jesus stripped down to

the clothing of a servant
● (v8) “you shall never” = double negative in the Greek; never EVER
● (v15) Jesus set a pattern for His followers; an example to follow
● Robert H. Mounce - “It was crucial for his followers to learn that whoever wanted to be

great must become a servant, and whoever wanted to be first must be slave of all (Mk
10:43–44).”

● Footwashing - It’s about humbling ourselves and taking on the role of a servant so that
we can show the love of Christ to those we’re serving

Consider This: In what ways can we reflect the heart of God this week by serving others?



- Going Deeper -
For individual or small group study

1. READ Galatians 5:13-26. How do we “serve one another humbly in love”?  In what
ways are our human desires and God’s desires in conflict?  How do we put to death our
sinful passions and desires?

2. READ 1 Thessalonians 1:9. Idolatry is when we serve anything or anyone over and
above our Lord Jesus.  What kinds of idols are we tempted to serve today?

3. READ 1 Peter 4:7-12. Why is serving others so important as Christians?  What is the
purpose of serving others?  Why does Peter mention that those who serve “should do so
with the strength God provides”?

4. READ Proverbs 11:12, 16:18; Luke 1:51; Romans 12:16; 1 Corinthians 5:2, 13:4; 2
Timothy 3:2; James 4:6; 1 Peter 5:5; 1 John 2:16; Revelation 13:5.
Why is worldly pride looked down upon by God?  What are some examples of “worldly”
pride?  How does having worldly pride hinder us from having a servant's heart?

5. What ways can you reflect the heart of God this week by serving others?

Recommended Resources
● NIV Faithlife Illustrated Study Bible, christianbook.com, https://bit.ly/3kxieXw
● “Overview: John 13-21” by Bible Project, search on YouTube

https://bit.ly/3kxieXw

